ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN
A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ
ADDRESS:
St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733
CONTACT US:
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org
OUR PASTORS:
Jeffrey Walther, Pastor
Home - (218) 878-1246
Cell - (218) 591-1436
Email - jeffreywalther@aol.com
Tom Brinkley, Associate Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com
OUR STAFF:
Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director/Teacher
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com
Sybil Halvorson and Barbara Dimino
Preschool Teachers
Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com
Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com
Brenda Hall, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

Uncertainty
It’s August, are the kids going back to school or not?
What about my job and the jobs of my loved ones, are
we going back to our job sites or staying home? Is this
whole pandemic getting better or worse? Uncertainty!
Our natural inclination is to be so precise– trying always
to forecast accurately what will happen next– that we
look upon uncertainty as a bad thing. We think that we
must reach some predetermined goal, but that is not the
nature of the spiritual life. The nature of the spiritual life is
that we are certain in our uncertainty. Consequently, we
do not put down roots. Our common sense says, “Well,
what if I were in that circumstance?” We cannot presume
to see ourselves in any circumstance in which we have
never been.
Jesus does not want us to be governed by fear at such
times. He wants us governed by faith. The reason is that
the uncertainty is only apparent uncertainty. Our future
and our provision and our ultimate triumph are certain to
God. He has all the foreknowledge, power, resources,
and desire to turn everything for good for those who love
him and are called by him (Romans 8:28).
Apparently uncertain seasons are usually the most
powerful God-moments we experience. They often put
God on display more than other seasons, demonstrating
that God exists and rewards those who seek him
(Hebrews 11:6).
Certainty is the mark of the commonsense life– gracious
uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life. To be certain
of God means that we are uncertain in all our ways, not
knowing what tomorrow may bring. This is generally
expressed with a sigh of sadness, but it should be an
expression of breathless expectation. We are uncertain
of the next step, but we are certain of God. As soon as
See “Uncertainty” continued on page 2
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“Uncertainty” from page 1

we abandon ourselves to God and do the task He has placed closest to us, He begins to fill our
lives with surprises. When we become simply a promoter or a defender of a particular belief,
something within us dies. That is not believing God– it is only believing our belief about Him. Jesus
said, “…unless you…become as little children…” (Matthew 18:3). The spiritual life is the life of a
child. We are not uncertain of God, just uncertain of what He is going to do next. If our certainty is
only in our beliefs, we develop a sense of self-righteousness, become overly critical, and are limited
by the view that our beliefs are complete and settled. But when we have the right relationship with
God, life is full of spontaneous, joyful uncertainty and expectancy. Jesus said, “…believe also in
Me” (John 14:1), not, “Believe certain things about Me”. Leave everything to Him and it will be
gloriously and graciously uncertain how He will come in– but you can be certain that He will come.
Remain faithful to Him.
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
Peace,
dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand.”
Pastor Tom
-Isaiah 41:10; NIV

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Updates to our worship and activities schedule:
WORSHIP:
1. Sundays - Worship 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
2. Sundays - St. Matthews Lutheran Church worship services will be online via Facebook at
10:30 am. on the St. Matthews Lutheran Church Facebook page.
3. Sundays - 9:30 am. Another option for worship is on television: Channel 6 (KBJR) is
airing Mainstreet Living Northland
BIBLE STUDY:
1.Tuesdays 9 am - “Coffee with the Pastors” online via Facebook.
2. Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study with Pastor Jeff via Zoom
YOUTH:
1.Tuesdays- Outdoor Bible Study 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
2.Thursdays – Outdoor Youth Group 6:00 p.m.
3. Lawn Chair Chats- Christina will bring a chair and come visit with you in your yard. (Half
hour visit Wednesdays and Thursdays between 12:30 & 2:00 p.m.) Call or email to set-up a
date and time.
*All youth activities will be held outdoors, so dress accordingly. If the weather is extremely
unfavorable - we will meet via Zoom. Christina will send out updates.
**TO BE SURE YOU ARE RECEIVING UPDATES ABOUT YOUTH ACTIVITIES FROM
CHRISTINA, TEXT YOUR CELL PHONE NUMBER AND/OR EMAIL ADDRESS TO
CHRISTINA 218-391-3649 waltherchristina@gmail.com.

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Guidelines and Procedures for Worship
St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Entering the church:
• Doors will be propped open for easy entry and exit.
• All attendees and parishioners are asked to wear masks to demonstrate love and
respect for our fellow church members.
• Attendees are asked to bring their own mask, but masks will be provided if needed.
• Communion materials will be handed out to attendees at the door in sealed containers,
to be taken in pews during communion service.
• Church bulletins will be handed out upon entry.
• Ushers will escort attendees to pews. Every other pew will be cordoned off to ensure
proper social distancing is in place.
During the service:
• All songs will be lead by choir members. Attendees are asked not to sing along to
minimize chance of virus transmission. Everyone is encouraged to hum rather than sing.
• Family groups may sit together. All other groups will be asked to practice social
distancing in how close they sit to another attendee.
• The offering plate will not be passed during the service. Instead, offerings will be
accepted in a box placed near the church doors – offerings may be placed in the box
before or after the service.
• Both services will be shortened to approximately 30-45 minutes.
After the service:
• Families will be escorted out of the church by the ushers from the back of the church to
the front of the church.
• Attendees are asked to stay in their pew until they are escorted out, and to observe all
social distancing guidelines.
• Church bulletins will not be re-used. Families are asked to take them home for recycling.
• Families may visit with one another once they are out in the parking lot.
Other important details:
• Thorough cleaning and disinfecting will occur after each service.
• Restrooms will be open, but only one person at a time will be allowed.
• Nursery, preschool room, Family Life Center, office and kitchen will all be closed.
• There will be no Sunday school or adult bible school – zoom meetings will continue.
• All services will continue to be livestreamed for those who wish to worship at home.
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July
Funeral
July 11, 2020
Keith Seppala
May God comfort this family through the Living Lord Jesus.

LCMS Service of Worship - every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. televised by KBJR Channel 6 NBC

Main Street Living Northland is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 minute worship
service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute
remastered program called “This is the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).
August 2, 2020
Rev. Don Stauty
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Virginia
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Aurora

August 9, 2020
Rev. John Bonk
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church,
Two Harbors

August 16, 2020
Rev. Robert Franck
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Duluth

August 23, 2020
Rev. Troy Peperkon
Faith Lutheran Church, Silver Bay

August 30, 2020
Rev. Brad Felix
Trinity Lutheran Church, Virginia
Grace Lutheran Church, Chisholm
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Confirmation Pictures
1- Kari Straub, Otto Thompson
2- Emma Calverly, Avery Martineau, Emmitt Hallgren
3- Nikki Czerwinski, Jayce Koskela

If you ordered confirmation pictures, they are
available in the entryway of the church. Come
and pick them up.

4- Julie Kesti, David Reuer, Christine Siciliano,
Grace Rosendahl
5- Emilia Pianalto, Heather Linder
6- Margaret Colberg, Donald Lanhart
7- Peter Young, Tiffany Weber, Adley Loge
8- Emily Guthrie, Peter LaCourse, Madyson Lawrey,
Eli Erickson
9- Christine Abell
10- Michaela Olson, David Jauhola, Cherri Sykes
11- Earl Brinkley, Terri Lennartson, David Lindstrom
13- Becky Christensen, Jennifer Carlson

St. Matthews has a part-time Office Manager
position available September 30th. Applications
are available in the church office.

16- Sophia Kangas
17- Dawson Prachar, Jeremy Straub, Cale Haugen,
Kaydence Lammi
18- Noah Hansen, Laurene Hutchison
19- Nicole Mismash, Paiton Plante
21- Staci Wisted
22- Natalie Forslund, Luca Giancola
23- Janet Economy, Olivia Jacobi, Jenna Sturm
25- Jim Skifstad, Brennan Gerard

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE

26- Geraldine Bohren, Mark Rossetti, Dan Linder
27- Niika Stahlbusch
28- Shelly Colsen
29- Travis Mangan Jr.
30- Lindsay Pantsar, Mike Rush, Lucas Hanson

St. Matthews Youth will not be sponsoring the
Fall Rummage Sales and there will not be a sale
at St. Matthews this fall. Thank you to all who
were willing to donate - we will try again next
year!.

31- Elaine Lindquist, Bryan Hipp, Hunter Eickhoff,
John Murray
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Face Mask Project Proves Hugely Successful
It started as a simple project expecting to sew about 300 face masks for Lutheran World Relief.
The end result, however, far exceeded the initial estimate.
Altogether, 14 seamstresses joined forces and created 813 face masks. This Thrivent Action
Team included 8 women from St. Matthews and 6 community members. In addition to the fabric
donated by several seamstresses, there were also 3 community members who donated fabric.
Thrivent funds were used to purchase fabric and elastic, and cover mailing costs.
St. Matthews participants included Joni Calverly, Eileen Christophersen, Kristi Hanson, Laura
Hanson, Noreen Kersting, Judy Nelson, Joy Skifstad and one anonymous seamstress.
The generosity and dedication shown by each seamstress was humbling. It is true: not all heroes
wear capes; some sew face masks!
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OUR YOUTH THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
In just 2 years, our Youth group will have the
opportunity to participate in the 2022
National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas!
This will be an incredible experience that will
allow us, to be with thousands of other
Lutheran youth who are also excited about
their faith and eager to learn more from
God’s word!
The St. Matthews congregation has
been of great support during our fundraising
efforts over the years. We thank you for that
and ask for your support once again as we
begin to introduce some fundraisers soon.
We have come up with some creative ideas
for fundraising as our usual activity-based,
large group fundraisers are just not possible
at this time.
To start things off we are doing a
GREAT T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY! Here’s how it
will work: We have a variety of St. Matthews
t-shirts, sweatshirts, polos, denim shirts
from present and past activities. We will be
organizing all of these by size and have them
on display on tables in the Youth Room, and
outside on Sunday mornings. Make a
donation of any amount to the St.
Matthews Youth Program and you can take
home a shirt of your choosing.
Thank you for your support and stay
tuned for some more unique opportunities!
Thank you to Nathan Bentley and Advantage Emblem for making all these shirts for our various events!

Lutheran Island Camp Golf Outing
Island Camp Golf Outing: A friendly golf outing and fundraiser will take place on
Friday, August 21 at Oakwood Golf Course in Henning, MN at 9 AM. If you are interested in
participating in this event please see islandcamp.org or call (218) 583-2905 to register. If you
would like to sponsor a hole please contact Jeff Ross at jeffreyross83@gmail.com. All proceeds
benefit Lutheran Island Camp.
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Stewardship Corner
Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living by what we get, but we make a
life by what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what
we have gotten and more by what we give away.
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became
man for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various
diseases. He died the death that we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in
order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is that by giving completely of Himself,
He got us for Himself, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from
simply getting. Giving softens our hearts and frees us from the worries of this world
and making a living. For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are
singularly focused on what we get.
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives – our relationships with friends
and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from
asking “How can I be a friend, family member, neighbor, and servant to others?” to
“What have they done for me lately?” We become more selfish instead of selfless.
But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have more
and become more. Because when we give, we join in the bond of friendship and
family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them. And love is the
fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are
participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35).

St. Matthews
Offering Income
July 21, 2020
Month Given

Budget

Difference

July

32,200

(3,200)*

29,000

*July 1-21st
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love
endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.
The short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay. At the end of each
month, we will show how our offerings are actually being spent. Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal
year (June 30) will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($766,224 on 6/30/20).Church Operating
Expenses Paid:

Church Operating Expenses Paid:

April

May

June

Total

Salaries

16,866

16,627

17,025

207,161

Benefits

9,773

7,006

11,257

95,510

Debt Payments

6,883

6,883

6,939

85,459

District/Synod Support

2,083

2,083

2,083

26,991

Electricity

1,028

797

663

10,934

Christian Education

195

722

247

4,940

Church Property

378

693

1,003

8,768

1,472

1,071

954

15,968

15

81

736

4,894

Office
Worship
Youth
HRA
Heating Fuel
Repair and Maintenance
Outreach/Missions

109

-

1,307

170

1,852

9,410

906

654

316

8,661

-

-

-

682

-

3,956

-

-

3,500

4,853

(100)

-

-

170

Insurance

-

-

10,236

10,154

Other

-

-

-

-

Total

40,806

36,896

56,811

498,511

Budgeted Needs

43,783

43,783

43,777

525,390

Conferences
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