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The Value of Using Biblical
Nature Metaphors
When Teaching and Preaching God’s Word
I finally finished! It has been a long project, but in May of
this year I finished my Doctor of Ministry degree on the
subject of preaching in outdoor contexts. Thank you St.
Matthews Lutheran Church for your patience and support
over the years.
During the summers of my seminary years I served with a
Christian Ministry in the National Parks and spent time
working and preaching in Yellowstone, Glacier and Grand
Teton National Parks. I had my first date with Christina in
Grand Teton National Park as we worked together on the
same ministry team. We provided services of worship every
Sunday morning and Sunday evening throughout Grand
Teton National Park. During the week Christina worked as a
maid and I was a bell hop at Jackson Lake Lodge.

OUR STAFF:
Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director/Teacher
Cell - (763) 354-0180
Email - keskejennifer@yahoo.com
Sybil Halvorson and Barbara Dimino
Preschool Teachers
Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com
Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com
Gerry Paulson, Parish Nurse
Cell- (218) 340-5225
Email - g.paulson@aol.com
Brenda Hall, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

The main idea of my thesis project is to encourage those
preaching in outdoors settings to understand the value of
utilizing nature metaphors when leading worship outside. It
truly is amazing how often God uses nature metaphors to
teach his timeless truths. It is one thing to talk about the
righteousness of God in theological terms, quite another to
speak about it in terms of a metaphor, like a majestic
mountain. It is one thing to preach about the power of
God’s word with terms like authority and sovereignty. It is
quite another when the power of God’s word is couched in
the metaphors of rain and snow. It is one thing to teach the
desire to have God dwell in our lives, quite another to
communicate about the need for God’s presence in terms of
a deer panting for water.
One of the signature moments when spending time outdoors
near a lake in Minnesota is hearing the call of the loon. One
of the interesting research findings of loons is that they
often migrate back to the same lake every year. The
majority of birds that spend their summers in Minnesota
and surrounding states migrate. But do preachers leading
See “Nature Metaphors” continued on page 2
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“Nature Metaphors” from page 1

worship in an outdoor setting, perhaps near a lake, know that the Bible uses migration as a metaphor? God’s
word states, “Even the stork in the heavens knows her times, and the turtledove, swallow, and crane keep the
time of their coming, but my people know not the rules of the Lord (Jer. 8:7).” This biblical verse contrasts
the faithful migration of birds with God’s people who do not know how to follow his ways.
Biblical nature metaphors are an important link to the truth of God’s love, power, strength, and peace. Nature
metaphors are a great way to introduce people to God—to his love, forgiveness, creative powers, strength,
and presence. Nature metaphors teach that God is the author and designer of all created things. The Bible
teaches in Ps. 19:1 that “the heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
Throughout the New Testament wolves are a metaphor for false teachers who strive to destroy and kill God’s
flock of believers. Paul compares false teachers in Acts 20:29-31 to fierce wolves who will attempt to kill the
flock with misleading and deceptive teaching.
The book of James uses a nature metaphor that links the careless use of the human tongue to fire. The Bible
teaches that the human tongue is a fire that can create much damage and hurt towards God and others. James
3:5 reads, “How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!”
The apostle Paul uses the metaphor of planted seeds in 1 Corinthians 15 to speak to the doctrine of
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42). Paul argues that the pattern of death and resurrection in nature shows what
God intends for the Christian body. When we plant a seed or a bulb, it looks nothing like the grain or flower
that will actually grow above the ground. The seed must go into the ground and die before it can spring up as
a beautiful new plant. And even though the new growth is completely different, it is the same seed that was
planted, completely transformed!
Matt. 13:40-42 uses the metaphor of weeds and wheat to warn against pre-mature judgment. While Jesus
allows the weeds or the evil ones to grow with the wheat or the believers during their earthly life, God has the
final say upon their death. Only God can judge the eternal destiny of people.
The eagle is used as metaphor by God to communicate his ability to rescue and provide for people. When the
children of Israel were safely brought through the wilderness to Mount Sinai from Egypt God used a nature
metaphor to communicate love and care for his people. God spoke directly to Moses in Exod. 19:4 and said,
“You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you
to myself.” God used the metaphor of eagles’ wings to speak to the topic of his love and determination to
keep Israel as his treasured possession. God used a nature metaphor for one of his most powerful statements
about love in the entire Bible.
Yes, nature metaphors abound in the Bible and they are used by God himself and the writers of Scripture to
communicate the things of God. As you wonder around in God’s creation this summer remember that many
of the birds, animals, trees and flowers are our teachers in regard to biblical truth.
Nature metaphors are a window into God’s world of creating all things and his ability to re-create and restore
all things (including people). Nature metaphors tell the story of God’s judgment against evildoers and his
incredible love for repentant sinners.
See “Nature Metaphors” continued on page 3
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“Nature Metaphors” from page 2

During this often turbulent time may God grant you his love, peace, and joy. Like Matthew 6
says so well, 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? And you are more
valuable than the birds because Jesus died for you and rose again! God loves you!
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff
St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Updates to our worship and activities schedule:
WORSHIP:
1. Sundays - Worship 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
2. Sundays - St. Matthews Lutheran Church worship services will be online via Facebook at
10:30 am. on the St. Matthews Lutheran Church Facebook page.
3. Sundays - 9:30 am. Another option for worship is on television: Channel 6 (KBJR) is
airing Mainstreet Living Northland
4. Wednesday evenings - Worship 6:30 p.m. (beginning July 15th)
BIBLE STUDY:
1.Tuesdays 9 am - “Coffee with the Pastors” online via Facebook.
2. Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study with Pastor Jeff via Zoom
YOUTH:
1.Tuesdays- July 14, 21, and 28th Outdoor Bible Study 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
2.Thursdays – July 2, 16, 23 and 30th Outdoor Youth Group 6:00 p.m.
3. Lawn Chair Chats- Christina will bring a chair and come visit with you in your yard. (Half
hour visit Wednesdays and Thursdays between 12:30 & 2:00 p.m.) Call or email to set-up a
date and time.
*All youth activities will be held outdoors, so dress accordingly. If the weather is extremely
unfavorable - we will meet via Zoom. Christina will send out updates.
**TO BE SURE YOU ARE RECEIVING UPDATES ABOUT YOUTH ACTIVITIES FROM
CHRISTINA, TEXT YOUR CELL PHONE NUMBER AND/OR EMAIL ADDRESS TO
CHRISTINA 218-391-3649 waltherchristina@gmail.com.

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Guidelines and Procedures for Worship
St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Entering the church:
• Doors will be propped open for easy entry and exit.
• All attendees and parishioners are asked to wear masks to demonstrate love and
respect for our fellow church members.
• Attendees are asked to bring their own mask, but masks will be provided if needed.
• Communion materials will be handed out to attendees at the door in sealed containers,
to be taken in pews during communion service.
• Church bulletins will be handed out upon entry.
• Ushers will escort attendees to pews. Every other pew will be cordoned off to ensure
proper social distancing is in place.
During the service:
• All songs will be lead by choir members. Attendees are asked not to sing along to
minimize chance of virus transmission. Everyone is encouraged to hum rather than sing.
• Family groups may sit together. All other groups will be asked to practice social
distancing in how close they sit to another attendee.
• The offering plate will not be passed during the service. Instead, offerings will be
accepted in a box placed near the church doors – offerings may be placed in the box
before or after the service.
• Both services will be shortened to approximately 30-45 minutes.
After the service:
• Families will be escorted out of the church by the ushers from the back of the church to
the front of the church.
• Attendees are asked to stay in their pew until they are escorted out, and to observe all
social distancing guidelines.
• Church bulletins will not be re-used. Families are asked to take them home for recycling.
• Families may visit with one another once they are out in the parking lot.
Other important details:
• Thorough cleaning and disinfecting will occur after each service.
• Restrooms will be open, but only one person at a time will be allowed.
• Nursery, preschool room, Family Life Center, office and kitchen will all be closed.
• There will be no Sunday school or adult bible school – zoom meetings will continue.
• All services will continue to be livestreamed for those who wish to worship at home.
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St. Matthews Lutheran is Ready to Help Our Community During This Pandemic.
We have people ready to provide support services to you if you are in need of someone to help you
with grocery shopping or picking up a prescription. We also will be making phone calls to check on
people we know are homebound, others who might need some assistance, or simply need someone
to visit with. We want to help people stay connected as much as possible during this time when we
are needing to distance ourselves from others.
HOW CAN YOU HELP? Please call the church office at 218-879-3510 if:
•You are in need of assistance
•You know someone we should add to our list to contact
•You want to help by making some phone calls
•You want to help deliver groceries or other things that are needed.
Let us all hold each other up in prayer at this time. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 15:13

June
Baptisms
June 6, 2020
Jeremy Taylor

June 27, 2020
Roy Bober
Carson Alan Bober

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
Wedding
June 22, 2020
Emily Guthrie and Bryce Pfistner
“The Lord bless you and keep you.” Numbers 6:24
Funerals
June 11, 2020
Paulette “Paulee” Martha Hill

June 13, 2020
Palmer Peterson

May God comfort these families through the Living Lord Jesus.
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

2- Mary Brinkley, David Malenius
3- Patti Anderson
4- Marilyn Pykkonen, Greg Sather, Kinsley DeBondt,
Jason Hill
6- Kendell Halvorson, Ashley Schultz

Blood Drive

7- Darlene Rossetti, Curt Olson, Marisa Schmidt

Monday, July 6th

8- Rosalind Rilea

11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

9- Ruth Janke, Hunter Johnson
10- Nathaniel Johnson, Rilee Durovec, Benjamin Larson,
Taylor Stewart
11- Elaine Lindell
12- Judy Juntunen
13- Dorothy Kesti, Brent Pykkonen, Cal Christensen
14- Judy Oman, Zoey Stuber, Wyatt Stankiewicz

St. Matthews has a part-time Office Manager
position available September 30th. Applications
are available in the church office.

15- Jared Harms
16- Grace Shannon, Alec Halvorson, Annika Halvorson
17- Paul Sample Sr., Rich Paulson, Madison Moscak
19- Elissa Ellefson, Rachel Warpeha, Alivia Siciliano
20- Sue Solomon
21- Tenley Stewart, John Oltmanns
22- Linda Grayson, Nicholas Leppanen
23- Milo Korpi, Jordan Stodola
24- Samantha Adams, Mitch Reuer, Stacy Seboe, Kelsey
Stephenson

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE

25- Sean Peterson
28- John Pykkonen
30- Kaisa McCullough

The Esko Fall Rummage Sales are scheduled for
September 17-19. St. Matthews plans on
holding our sale in the fall during the Esko Sales.

31- Joe Kangas
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St. Matthews
Offering Income
June 16, 2020

Month Given

Budget

Difference

July

40,000

43,800

(3,800)

Aug.

37,800

43,800

(6,000)

Sep.

45,000

43,800

1,200**

Oct.

38,500

43,800

(5,300)

Nov.

40,600

43,800

(3,200)

Dec.

51,300

43,800

7,500**

Jan.

38,800

43,800

(5,000)

Feb.

38,600

43,800

(5,200)

Mar.

41,700

43,800

(2,100)**

April

55,100

43,800

11,300

May

51,400

43,800

7,600**

June

33,000

32,800

200*

Total. 511,800

514,600

(2,800)

* June 1-16
** 5 Sunday Month

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love
endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34
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LCMS Service of Worship - every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. televised by KBJR Channel 6 NBC

Main Street Living Northland is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 minute worship
service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute
remastered program called “This is the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).
July 5
Pastor John Bonk
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran ChurchTwo Harbors

July 12
Pastor Robert Franck
Mount Olive Lutheran Church - Duluth

July 19
Pastor Matt Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Cloquet

July 26
Pastor Jeff Walther
St. Matthew Lutheran Church - Esko

Hi this is Gerry Paulson and I just want to thank the congregation for the privilege
and pleasure to serve as your volunteer Parish Nurse for the last 11 years! You
can't imagine what a blessing it has been for me to get to know all of you and your
families! I am thankful that you accepted me into your lives to share your joys and
sorrows! It must be because I am a Finlander like many of you! HaHa!
Many thanks to Pastor Jeff and Pastor Tom for all their support and
encouragement!!You guys are such a great team and the congregation is so
A Note
blessed to have you two ministering to the flock with wisdom and good humor!!!
from Gerry Also I couldn't have shared this ministry without the help of my HealthTeam ! Many
of them have been on the committee from the beginning like Mary Brinkley,
Georgia Guite, Pat Johnson, Joy Skifstad, and Deb Haugen! Also Shari Linquist,
Linda Lovstad, Candy Jutila and Lynette Shannon have helped! Thank you ladies! I
couldn't have done it without you!
But most of all I thank the Lord for bringing us to St Matthews and providing the
guidance, wisdom and strength to serve Him in this ministry! God is Great!!!
My husband and I are moving already this weekend, to our cabin in Ely, and God
willing we will spend our winters in Tennessee near our son and his family!
Like my Dad always said, it's not good bye but nakemiin,which translates until we
meet again, in this world or the next! I will be missing you and I hope you will give
me a call sometime at 218-340-5225. Nakemiin and God's a Blessing to all of
July 2020
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted
needs. The short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay. At the
end of each month, we will show how our offerings are actually being spent. Any surplus funds at the
end of our fiscal year (June 30) will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($769,899 on 5/31/20).
Church Operating
Expenses Paid:

February

March

April

May

Total

Salaries

17,566

17,196

16,866

16,627

190,136

Benefits

7,178

7,050

9,773

7,006

84,253

Debt Payments

7,166

7,426

6,883

6,883

78,520

District/Synod
Support

2,083

2,083

2,083

2,083

24,908

Electricity

1,127

1,204

1,028

797

10,271

Christian
Education

1,116

484

195

722

4,693

892

507

378

693

7,765

1,482

1,955

1,472

1,071

15,014

280

81

15

81

4,158

-

109

682

Church Property
Office
Worship
Youth
HRA
Heating Fuel
Repair and
Maintenance
Outreach/
Missions

-

440

4,146

1,307

170

7,558

1,553

1,685

906

654

8,345

453

-

-

3,956

-

200

-

-

-

1,353

Conferences

-

100

(100)

-

170

Insurance

-

-

-

-

(82)

Other

-

-

-

-

-

Total

41,536

43,917

40,806

36,896

441,700

Budgeted Needs

43,783

43,783

43,783

43,783

481,613
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Stewardship Corner
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You
know the commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus
said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22)
As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the
rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor?
As good Lutherans, we answer: No! But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and
distribute it to the poor?
The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be
neglected. In other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even
abandon, those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be
used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t to be used for the purpose God intends.
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our
neighbors. These stations are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of
these by birth.
• We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the
church arise from either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it.
• We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or
the birth of others into our family.
• Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family.
The duties we have toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of
others into the same society.
All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and
society. If we were to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and
our duties toward them would falter.
So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support
and help those in society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family.
You save for college for your children.
But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and
society are more immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be.
Rather, we are to give of our first fruits – the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of
his flock.
This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will
give from the beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate
and pressing things.
See “Stewardship” continued on page 11
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“Stewardship” continued from page 10

This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high
unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness
given through the means of grace we receive at church and only at church, then we will support the
church just as we love our country and our family.
For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no
expense for us and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we
will live. What is more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this
world, among these three spheres of the church, the family, and society, are to mirror the generosity
of the one who gave us life in all three by birth.
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing
you, bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.

Memorial Fund
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift to
The Memorial Fund in May, 2020
Gifts have been given in Memory of
Sandy Antonson & Verna Sundeen
Sunday School Fund
Please notify the church if you do not receive a Thank you from the family or the church for your gift.
For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee: Winnie Anderson,
Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki,
Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, Don & Ardy Pykkonen, or Judy Uran

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-one, is
welcome to do so. Please include the following information. Memorial folders are also available at
the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church. Contributions may also be made
from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Memorial Fund
In Loving memory of ________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of _______________________________________________________________________________
Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by
Name________________________________________Address______________________________________
Fund ________________________________________
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