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From the Pastor . . .
March A.D. 2023

Dear Members and Friends of St. Martin’s,

APASTOR from one of the clergy pages I follow on Facebook recently asked whether or not
anyone had ever considered moving the season of Lent away from tax time.  Apparently,

the busyness of both seasons was presenting quite a challenge to this particular pastor.  The
immediate thought which came to my mind was how odd that might be considering that the word “Lent” comes from
the Middle English word, lente, which means springtime, coming from the Old English word, lencten, akin to the German
word, lenzin, spring.  There are lots of possibilities in both Lent and spring to consider themes of renewal and rebirth,
light and warmth, and even incorporate the spring showers which rejuvenate, cleanse, and bring forth spring flowers. 
A better question might be, why not move tax time?  The more I thought about it, however, the more I came to conclude
how good it actually may be that Lent often occurs at the same time as tax time.

To be sure, unless you are the IRS, not many of us I believe really enjoy tax time.  Yes, it is a pain to get
everything together in order to be able to file forms and returns, working through the murky waters of confusing tax
code language and not always so simple math (“If line 22 is greater than line 345, divide line 18 by the square root of
the diameter of the earth”).  Ever looming over us is the sound of that infernal cash register “cha-chinging” every time
it tallies up just how much we owe here, and how much we owe there.  We begin to question purchases we made
throughout the year and wonder where we put the receipts.  Can I deduct that bottle of Grey Goose because it was used
for a cocktail party at which I talked extensively about, and invited people to, church?!  And, heaven forbid, we make
a mistake or an error on a line and carry it out throughout the rest of our return.  What if I underpaid my estimates? 
If I underpaid too much, now we’re talking more costs in the form of penalties!  No wonder so many people put off doing
their taxes until the last possible moment.

Having done my own taxes for many, many years, I finally wised up more than a few years ago and now use a
paid tax professional.  Clergy taxes are some of the worst!  For some parts we are considered employees, for other
portions we are considered self-employed, for other portions we are considered artificial life forms (okay, maybe not
that last one).  But now that I have Victoria (my tax professional’s name) with me every year, I feel so much better about
a lot of it.  I try to get all of my information to her as early in the year as possible, not only for her sake, but for the
assurance that it is done.  Plus, with Victoria on my side, I know that if I am every audited, or there is a question about
my return (and, yes, they have come occasionally), I will not have to face the dreaded IRS on my own. I have someone
who will be there for me.   And with that realization, boom!  There it was for me: the connection between tax time and
Lent. 

The connection between tax time and Lent is far deeper than the simple realization that (unfortunately?) Jesus
said that we have to pay our taxes (Matthew 22:21).  While most of us may question strongly the fairness of the current
tax plans in place, or how our tax dollars get used, we also know that taxes are necessary insofar as they help provide
the security and services we expect from our government, both nationally and locally.  Being a good citizen is part ad
parcel of being a good Christian, and that includes paying taxes.  But tax time can also remind us of the debts that we
owe, not just to the government or the IRS, but to God.    

In the simplest of terms, because of sin we are all in debt to God.  And because of the greatness of our sin, there
is absolutely no way we can ever pay off that debt.  Recall the parable that Jesus used to make this point when Peter
once asked Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?”  It is
in Matthew 18:21-35.  The parable is meant in part to encourage us to remember all that God has forgiven us whenever
we would consider withholding forgiveness from someone else.  It reminds us that what other people owe us pales in
comparison to what we owe God, the debt we have with God.

The good news, of course, is that Jesus took upon Himself a debt that was not His when we took upon Himself
all our sins at Calvary.  Jesus suffered and died to pay the debt to God we could not pay on our own.  St. Paul reminds
us in 2 Corinthians 5:21: “For our sake [God] made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God.”  For our sake Jesus assumed our debt so that we might be debt free.  And because He did this, 

Continued on the next page . . .
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we are debt free, indeed!  And we are debt free not just someday when we “die and go to heaven,” we are debt free
right now, today, at this very moment even as I am typing this, and you are reading this!  That is not only good news,
that is GREAT news!

I know that some might be thinking, as I myself often do, that it doesn’t always feel like we are debt free.  Part
of the reason for that is because we are still in this world on this side of the Kingdom.  And we still sin, willingly and
unwillingly.  And sometimes we allow the greatness of the knowledge of that  sin, or our own disappointment or despair
over our ongoing sin, to overshadow the greatness of God’s mercy and grace.  The other reason we may not always feel
so debt free is that we are constantly bothered by a truly demonic IRS agent named Satan who keeps calling on us and
will not let us forget our debt.  Ever.  Revelation 12:9-10 [emphasis added]:

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver
of the whole world -- he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  And I heard
a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority
of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night
before our God.  

The accuser does not want us to forget our debt so that we may finally come in the end not only to despair of ourselves,
but even in Christ’s power to pay our debt or to save us.  And this accuser, this demonic spiritual tax representative, does
not only come on or around April 15, he often comes every day and every night, sometimes more than once, to remind
us of all that we ever did or didn’t do, of all that we could have done, should have done, would have done, or might have
done.  

But what the accuser will never remind us of, certainly, is what Jesus did, the primary emphasis and focus of Lent.
As Elvina M. Hall reminds us in her Hymn, Jesus Paid it All,  “Jesus paid it all, | All to Him I owe; | Sin had left a crimson
stain, | He washed it white as snow.”  Rest assured, God does not constantly rehearse our sins over and over with us,
nor would He relish in our doing it, either.  Rather, He invites us to bring all of our sins to Him, as we heard His call on
Ash Wednesday through the Prophet Joel: 

"Yet even now," says the LORD, "return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
 and rend your hearts and not your garments."  Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.

And when we come to Him, confessing our sins, He does not point a finger, or click His teeth, scowl, or look at us with
disappointment.  Instead, embracing us with nail scarred hands, He simply says to us, “You are always welcome here. 
You are loved and forgiven” (see the Parable the of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15:11-32).  And then, miracle of miracles,
Divinely forgiven sins becomes Divinely forgotten sins (Psalm 103:12; Hebrews 8:12).

Taxes will be around for as long as we are, I am sure.  And while I hate the very thought of them every year, I
am so glad that I have found someone I can trust to be with me through that difficult and trying process.  For as nice of
a person as she is, though, I wonder if Victoria would be on my side if I did not pay her to be.  I know that she is a
Christian, so I am hoping she would be, as I would be for her.  Nevertheless, there is One who we do not have to pay to
be on our side.  In fact, He’s already paid to be on our side forever!  He paid our debt to God.  And now we are forgiven
and free.  Hard to believe, I know.  But, dear brother and sister in Christ, do trust it.  And, to coin a phrase, when and if
that demonic IRS agent ever shows up at your door and tries to remind and rehearse with you all of your past and
present debts, you send Jesus to answer the door.  For He has the “paid in full” receipt with your name on it!  Wishing
you and yours a truly blessed and Christ-centered Lent, and a peaceful and sane tax season, I remain . . .

Yours in the friendship of Christ and St. Martin,

Rev. Troy G. Waite
Pastor  



Scheduled to Serve in March A.D. 2023

Altar Guild: Roberta Darling and Caryann Kaatz

05 March REMINISCERE: 2nd Sunday of Lent

Assisting Minister Roberta Darling

Acolytes Ryan and Trenton Dean

Lector Kay Rau

Ushers Jason Dean and Bill Stieler

Counters Mike Kizer and Chris Lewis

12 March OCULI: 3rd Sunday of Lent

Assisting Minister Joyce Frank

Acolytes Derek Kierszykowski and Hope Meldrum

Lector Nancy Spiekhout

Ushers Mike Kizer and Tony Meldrum

Counters Pam Dueweke and Bill Stieler

19 March LAETARE: 4th Sunday of Lent

Assisting Minister Evelyn Ikera

Acolytes Alexa Fordt and Brooklyn Pizzo

Lector Bill Stieler

Ushers Charles and Joyce Frank

Counters Pam Dueweke and Bill Stieler

26 March Passion Sunday

Assisting Minister Caryann Kaatz

Acolytes Nolan Clemente and Rachel Strate

Lector Janet Welser

Ushers Roy and Cheryl Smith

Counters Joyce Frank and Katie Gutschow

Servant Opportunities
If you have been considering serving as an Assisting
Minister, Acolyte, Lector, or Usher, there is no time like the
present!  Please contact Pastor Waite and let him known
that you are interested in serving in one of these areas.  If
you would like to serve as a Counter (one who counts the
weekly offerings after worship), please contact the Financial
Secretary, Kristine Welser.

MARCH A.D. 2023

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

03 Cherilyn Aubry
06 Roy Smith
21 Robert Paul
30 Evelyn Ikera
31 Frank Clemente
     Clifton Lewis

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

18 Frank & Erin Clemente

BAPTISMAL
ANNIVERSARY

08 Carol Joyner
18 Evelyn Ikera
21 Roy Smith
23 Hope Meldrum
28 Connie Duchane
30 Carol Rivard
?? Jean Koch

 

Easter Lilies
Thirty-three Easter lilies will once again adorn the Altar this 
Easter Sunday.  Each lily may be reserved and dedicated in
memory or honor of loved ones, special events,
thanksgivings, etc.  Easter lilies may then be taken home
after the Mass of Easter Sunday, or left to be used in the
church throughout the Easter season.  Reservations will be
taken March 19 through April 2, 2023, Palm Sunday (or until
all thirty-three lilies have been reserved).  Each reservation
is only $12.  Reservations forms will be available in the
narthex.  Completed reservation forms may be returned to
any member of the Altar Guild or Caryann Kaatz.  Contact
Caryann Kaatz with any questions.



We Are So Blessed!
We are so blessed!   Being able to call St. Martin’s our
church family is an honor and a great comfort.  The Bible
teachings and the support we receive from this congregation
is priceless and fills us with love.  February 2, 2023 John’s
brother passed away at the age of 69 after open heart
surgery. His family could not afford to put on a luncheon after
the brief visitation they had for him.  Knowing the importance
of fellowship and being used to what St. Martin’s offers, we
called to see if we could use the fellowship hall to provide
this needed event. The shock and heaviness we felt when
we received the news of Sam’s death caused the normal
feelings; disbelief, sadness and numbness.  However, while
we were disoriented, the wheels starting turning quickly at
St. Martin’s- so many offered ideas and jumped on board to
assist us in this endeavor.  When we arrived Friday evening
to set up and saw the tables and chairs with tablecloths and
place settings done -it was like a mirage!   The Franks,
Spiekhouts and Smiths were an amazing team.  On
Saturday, through the grace of God putting such amazing
people in our mists, we were able to feed 100 family and
friends and provide a place to gather.  So many of St.
Martin’s members greeted our family and friends, helped in
the kitchen, provided main dishes, salads and desserts and
welcomed with love at a time so needed.  This welcoming
team was Charlie Frank, Bryon and Nancy Spiekhout, Roy
and Cheryl Smith, Sandy Dean, Roberta Darling, Karen
Bassett, Carol Joyner, Caryann Kaatz, Evelyn Ikera,
Tamara Howes and Jill Meldrum. (and anyone I might have
missed!) The words, cards, calls, and sharing time with us,
brings such peace. We thank God for St. Martin’s Lutheran
church and all that it has to offer in all of you. Everyone gives
of themselves so abundantly and with such love. Philippians
4:6 sums up how we felt at first…  “Do not worry about
anything, but pray and ask God for everything you need.” 
God certainly provided all that we needed through all of you! 
Sincerely John and Kathy Pizzo and family.

  

Super (SOUP-er) Bowl Sunday
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Casco, MI, once again
collected cans of soup during the month of January, with the
final collection on Super Bowl Sunday.  Collected cans of
soup were donated to St. Martin’s Down River Bread of Life
Nutrition Center.  The collection count this year was 665 cans
of soup.  Other food items were also collected, as well as
cash in the amount of $547.  A heart “Thank You!” to the
congregation of St. Paul’s in Caso!  

Spartans’s “Direct Your Dollars” Program Ends
As of February 28, 2023 the “Direct Your Dollars” program,
sponsored by Spartan stores, has ended.  Over several years
many non-profit organizations were able to collect designated
points from purchases which would count toward a dollar
amount (for example, 150,000 points equaled $1,000).  St.
Martin’s Altar Guild has participated in the program since
2017.  Since that time we have received $2,500 which was
used toward supplies such as wine, candle oil, candles,
palms, dry cleaning, and other necessities for worship.  My
sincerest thanks to everyone who helped us achieve this. 
And very special thanks to Sandy Dean and Janet Welser for
counting the points and running the tapes for the individual
bundles of 10,000 points each.  My sincere thank you,
Caryann Kaatz    



Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least
of these My brethren, you did it to Me. 

– Matthew 25:40

Midweek Lenten Wednesdays

Beginning March 1, 2023

12:00 P.M. Stations of the Cross

6:00 P.M. Soup and Bread Supper

7:00 P.M. Lenten Devotions

(See summary and schedule below)

____________

The theme for this year’s Lenten midweek devotions on
Wednesday evenings is Overheard: Conversations by the

Cross by Arden W. Mead.

Do you suppose it is possible that various people who were
involved in Our Lord’s Passion ever had the opportunity to
talk with one another about it?  Perhaps even right then,
while the events were happening?  Can you imagine what
they might have said?  People like:

• Malchus, whose ear was cut off and healed at 

Gethsemane, and Mark, who ran from the Garden naked.

(March 1)

• Barabbas, the criminal released when Jesus was

condemned, and Caiaphas, the high priest who led the cries

for his release. (March 8)

• Pontius Pilate and Procula, his wife. (March 15)

• Simon of Cyrene, who carried Our Lord’s Cross, and the

Centurion who compelled him to. (March 22)

• The Two Thieves, who were crucified with Christ. (March

29)

If you could have listened to conversations like those, what
might you have OVERHEARD?  With piercing insight and
dramatic reality, these Lenten services invite us to eavesdrop
on the concerns and conflicts of people whose lives were
touched...and changed...by the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ—just as our lives have been.

Stations of the Cross: St. Martin’s Altar Guild
St. Martin’s Altar Guild will pray and walk the Stations of the
Cross on Wednesday, March 8, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. in place of
their regular second Wednesday of the month meeting.  All
are welcome to join with them in a time of fellowship and
prayer as they reflect upon the Passion of Our Lord Jesus
Christ.  Contact Caryann Kaatz with any questions.

St. Martin’s Fellowship Committee to Collect Items
for A New Dawn During March
During the month of March, the Fellowship Committee will be
collecting items for A New Dawn here in Marine City.  If you
are not familiar with this organization, A New Dawn is a
shelter with home-like amenities where families in need can
stay a day or two or several months.  A New Dawn relies
solely on donations in order to provide to the community.  We
will be collecting health and beauty items, along with paper
products to help fill their closets.  The following is a list of
items being collected:

• Shampoo
• Toothpaste
• Toothbrushes
• Paper towel
• Kleenex
• Toilet paper
• Dish soap
• Pledge
• Spray disinfectant (e.g, Lysol, Clorox cleaners)
• Napkins
• Men’s and women’s disposable razors
• Shave gel

There will a collection box in the church narthex during March
for these items.  If you would like to make a monetary
donation, or have any questions, please contact Katie
Gustchow.  

 





Daily Scripture Readings

March A.D. 2023

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 Ember Wednesday

Deuteronomy 9:13-
21
Hebrews 3:12-19
John 2:23--3:15

2

Deuteronomy 9:23--
10:5
Hebrews: 4:1-10
John 3:16-21

3 Ember Friday

Deuteronomy 10:12-
22
Hebrews 4:11-16
John 3:22-36

4 St. Lucius I, BpM

Deuteronomy 11:18-
28
Hebrews 5:1-10
John 4:1-26

5 REMINISCERE: 2nd

Sunday of Lent

Jeremiah 1:1-10
1 Corinthians 3:11-23
Mark 3:31--4:9

6 Ss. Perpetua & Felicitas,

Mm

Jeremiah 1:11-19
Romans 1:1-15
John 4:27-42

7 St. Thomas Aquinas, CD

Jeremiah 2:1-13, 29-
32
Romans 1:16-25
John 4:43-54

8 

Jeremiah 3:6-18
Romans 1:(26-27)
28--2:1
John 5:1-18

9

Jeremiah 4:9-10, 19-
28
Romans 2:12-24
John 5:19-29

10 Forty Holy Martyrs

Jeremiah 5:1-9
Romans 2:25--3:18
John 5:30-47

11

Jeremiah 5:20-31
Romans 3:19-31
John 7:1-13

12 OCULI: 3rd Sunday of

Lent

Jeremiah 6:9-15
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Mark 5:1-20

13

Jeremiah 7:1-15
Romans 4:1-12
John 7:14-36

14

Jeremiah 7:21-34
Romans 4:13-25
John 7:37-52

15

Jeremiah 8:4-7, 18--
9:6
Romans 5:1-11
John 8:12-20

16

Jeremiah 10:11-24
Romans 5:12-21
John 8:21-32

17 St. Patrick, BpC

Jeremiah 11:1-8, 14-
17
Romans 6:1-11
John 8:33-47

18 St. Cyril of Jerusalem,

BpCD

Jeremiah 13:1-11
Romans 6:12-23
John 8:47-59

19 LAETARE: 4th Sunday

of Lent

Jeremiah 14:1-9 (10-
16) 17-22
Galatians 4:21--5:1
Mark 8:11-21

20 ST. JOSEPH, Spouse of

the BVM [From March 19]

Jeremiah 16:(1-9) 10-
21
Romans 7:1-12
John 6:1-15

21 St. Benedict, Ab

Jeremiah 17:19-27
Romans 7:13-25
John 6:16-27

22 St. Isidore the Farmer,

C

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Romans 8:1-11
John 6:27-40

23

Jeremiah 22:13-23
Romans 8:12-27
John 6:41-51

24 St. Gabriel, Archangel

Jeremiah 23:1-8
Romans 8:28-39
John 6:52-59

25 ANNUNCIATION OF

THE BVM

Jeremiah 23:9-15
Romans 9:1-18
John 6:60-71

26 PASSION SUNDAY

Jeremiah 23:16-32
1 Corinthians 9:19-27
Mark 8:31--9:1

27 St. John Damascene,

CD

Jeremiah 24:1-10
Romans 9:19-33
John 9:1-17

28

Jeremiah 25:8-17
Romans 10:1-13
John 9:18-41

29

Jeremiah 25:30-38
Romans 10:14-21
John 10:1-18

30

Jeremiah 26:1-16
(17-24)
Romans 11:1-12
John 10:19-42

31 Seven Sorrows of the

BVM

Jeremiah 29:1 (2-3)
4-14
Romans 11:13-24
John 11:1-27
or John 12:1-10



St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Marine City, MI

March A.D. 2023

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 Ember Wednesday

12 pm Stations of the Cross

4:45 pm Soup Kitchen

5 pm Senior Choir

6 pm Soup/Bread Supper

7 pm Lenten Devotions

2

6:45 pm Divine Mercy

Chaplet

7 pm Holy Eucharist

3 Ember Friday 4 St. Lucius I, BpM

5 REMINISCERE: 2nd

Sunday of Lent

9 am Sunday School

10:15 am Holy Eucharist

6 Ss. Perpetua & Felicitas,

Mm

 9am-12:30pm Food Pantry

5:30 pm AA

7 pm Track IV

7 St. Thomas Aquinas, CD 8 

12 pm Stations of the Cross

4:30 pm Altar Guild

5 pm Senior Choir

6 pm Soup/Bread Supper

7 pm Lenten Devotions

9

6:45 pm Divine Mercy

Chaplet

7 pm Holy Eucharist

10 Forty Holy Martyrs 11

9am Girlfriends in Christ

Book Study

12 OCULI: 3rd Sunday of

Lent

9 am Sunday School

10:15 am Holy Eucharist

13

9am-12:30pm Food Pantry

5:30 pm AA

7 pm Track IV

14

6:30 pm Executive

Committee

7:15 pm Church Council

15

12 pm Stations of the Cross

5 pm Senior Choir

6 pm Soup/Bread Supper

7 pm Lenten Devotions

16

6:45 pm Divine Mercy

Chaplet

7 pm Holy Eucharist

17 St. Patrick, BpC

7pm Euchre Party

(Registration opens at 6:30

pm)

18 St. Cyril of Jerusalem,

BpCD

19 LAETARE: 4th Sunday of

Lent

9 am Sunday School

10:15 am Holy Eucharist

1 pm Fellowship Hall Usage

(Rich Biskner)

20 ST. JOSEPH, Spouse of

the BVM [From March 19]

5:30 pm AA

7 pm Track IV

21 St. Benedict, Ab

6:30 pm Pilots (Men’s

Fellowship)

22 St. Isidore the Farmer, C

12 pm Stations of the Cross

4:45 pm Soup Kitchen

5 pm Senior Choir

6 pm Soup/Bread Supper

7 pm Lenten Devotions

23

6:45 pm Divine Mercy

Chaplet

7 pm Holy Eucharist

24 St. Gabriel, Archangel 25 ANNUNCIATION OF

THE BVM

9am Girlfriends in Christ

Book Study

26 PASSION SUNDAY

9 am Sunday School

10:15 am Holy Eucharist

27 St. John Damascene, CD

5:30 pm AA

7 pm Track IV

28 29
12 pm Stations of the Cross

4:45 pm Soup Kitchen

5 pm Senior Choir

6 pm Soup/Bread Supper

7 pm Lenten Devotions

30

6:45 pm Divine Mercy

Chaplet

7 pm Holy Eucharist

31 Seven Sorrows of the

BVM


