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Tenebrae   7:30 PM 

 

The Tenebrae service on Good Friday begins in silence. Tenebrae 

is a Latin word meaning “darkness.” As the service progresses, so 

also does the darkness. Throughout the service, the lights are 

dimmed, seven candles may be extinguished one by one and 

congregants may leave in almost complete darkness. After the last 

candle is extinguished and darkness floods the nave, a loud noise, 

called the strepitus, is heard. Even when it is expected, it is a 

jarring noise, followed again by silence. 

 

 

The darkness and silence overwhelm the senses. A longing for light 

and alleluias draws God’s people, in eager anticipation, to the 

celebration of Easter. The candles, the readings and the prayers 

lead us ever onward until we can finally say those most longed-for 

words, “Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 
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All enter the church in silence. 

 

T Procession of the Cross  T 
 

 When directed, all stand and face the cross at the entrance 

of the church. Turn to face the cross as it passes by.  

 

At the back of the church:  

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 

world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 
At the base of the chancel steps:  

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 

world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 

After the cross is placed in its stand:  

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the 

world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 

 

T S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  W o r d  T 
 

 

P Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord 

Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands 

of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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  Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 52:13–53:12 
 13Behold, My servant shall act wisely; He shall be high and lifted up, 

and shall be exalted. 14As many were astonished at you—His appearance 

was so marred, beyond human semblance, and His form beyond that of the 

children of mankind—15so shall He sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut 

their mouths because of Him; for that which has not been told them they 

see, and that which they have not heard they understand. 
 53:1Who has believed what they heard from us? And to whom has the 

arm of the Lord been revealed? 2For He grew up before Him like a young 

plant, and like a root out of dry ground; He had no form or majesty that 

we should look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him. 3He was 

despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we 

esteemed him not.   

      4Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But He was 

wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we 

are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 

to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7He 

was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 

silent, so He opened not His mouth.  

     8By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His 

generation, who considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living, 

stricken for the transgression of my people? 9And they made His grave 

with the wicked and with a rich man in His death, although He had done 

no violence, and there was no deceit in His mouth. 10Yet it was the will of 

the Lord to crush Him; He has put Him to grief; when His soul makes an 

offering for sin, He shall see His offspring; He shall prolong His days; the 

will of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11Out of the anguish of His soul 

He shall see and be satisfied; by His knowledge shall the righteous one, 

my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and He shall bear their 

iniquities.  

      12Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the many, and He shall 

divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul to death 

and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore the sin of many, and 

makes intercession for the transgressors. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 41 

P Blessed is the one who considers the poor! 

C In the day of trouble the Lord delivers him; 

P the Lord protects him and keeps him alive; he is called blessed in 

the land; 

C You do not give him up to the will of his enemies. 

P The Lord sustains him on his sickbed; in his illness You restore him 

to full health. 

C As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; heal me, for I 

have sinned against You!” 

P My enemies say of me in malice, “When will he die and his name 

perish?” 

C And when one comes to see me, he utters empty words, while his 

heart gathers iniquity; when he goes out, he tells it abroad. 

P All who hate me whisper together about me; they imagine the worst 

for me. 

C They say, “A deadly thing is poured out on him; he will not rise 

again from where he lies.” 

P Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has 

lifted his heel against me. 

C But You, O Lord, be gracious to me, and raise me up, that I may 

repay them! 

P By this I know that You delight in me: my enemy will not shout in 

triumph over me. 

C But You have upheld me because of my integrity, and set me in 

Your presence forever. 

P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  

C from everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 
         14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a 

high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need.  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 

and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him 

from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, 

he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



6 
 

Reading of the Passion History 
     Drawn from the four Gospels 

 

Hymn: 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane  
1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

    All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

    Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 
Reading Part 1: The Agony and Arrest in Gethsemane  
 

Hymn: 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane  

2  Follow to the judgment hall, 

    View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

    Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 
Reading Part 2: The Trials Before the Jews 
 
Hymn: 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 
1 My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake My Lord should take 

    Frail flesh and die? 
 

2 He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none The longed-for Christ would 

know. But, oh, my friend, My friend indeed, Who at my need 

    His life did spend! 

 
Reading Part 3: Peter’s Betrayal and Judas’ Despair 
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Hymn: 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 
3 Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, And for His death 

     They thirst and cry. 

 

4 Why, what hath my Lord done?  What makes this rage and 

spite? He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these Themselves displease 

    And ’gainst Him rise. 

 

5 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes That He His foes 

     From thence might free. 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683 Public domain 

 

Reading Part 4: The Trials Before the Romans 
 
Hymn: 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
2 Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 

    Was there ever grief like His? 

Friends through fear His cause disowning, 

    Foes insulting His distress; 

Many hands were raised to wound Him, 

    None would intervene to save; 

But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 

    Was the stroke that justice gave. 

 

3 Ye who think of sin but lightly 

    Nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, 

    Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed, 

    See who bears the awful load; 

’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, 

    Son of Man and Son of God. 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855, alt. Public domain 

 

Reading Part 5: Jesus Sentenced to be Crucified 
 

Sermon             “Be Gracious to Me!” Psalm 41:10 
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T Reproaches T 
 P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer Me. For I have raised you up 

out of the prison house of sin and death, and you have delivered up 

your Redeemer to be scourged. For I have redeemed you from the 

house of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the cross. O My 

people. 

A Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have 

mercy. 

C       Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer Me. For I have conquered all 

your foes, and you have given Me over and delivered Me to those who 

persecute Me. For I have fed you with My Word and refreshed You 

with living water, and you have given Me gall and vinegar to drink. O 

My people. 

A Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of death 

and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

C        Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

P Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer Me. What more could have 

been done for My vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for 

good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how you 

thank your God? O My people. 

A Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 

Redeemer; God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, 

have mercy. 

C       Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
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T The Seven Last Words  T 

First Word: “Father, Forgive them…” 

  The first candle is extinguished   

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now st. 5 
5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

    Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won 

    By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, 

    God must have compassion! 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Public domain 

 

Second Word:  “…Behold your son/mother” 

  The second candle is extinguished   

456 Were You There sts. 1–2 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

    Oh . . .Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

    Oh . . .Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Text: African American spiritual, 19th cent., alt. Public domain 

 
Third Word: “…With Me in Paradise” 

  The third candle is extinguished   

767 Jesus, Remember Me 

 

 
Text: Luke 23:42 Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–94 : © 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. 

GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005551 
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Fourth Word: “Eli! Eli!...” 

  The fourth candle is extinguished   

432 In Silent Pain the Eternal Son st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938 Tune: John L. Bell, 1949 
Text: © 1992 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005551 
Tune: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005551 

 

 
Fifth Word: “I thirst” 

  The fifth candle is extinguished   

2 He died that we might die to sin And live for righteousness; 

The earth is stained to make us clean And bring us into peace. 

For peace He came and met its cost; He gave Himself to save the 

lost; He loved us to the uttermost And paid for our release. 

 

 
Sixth Word:  “It is finished!” 

  The sixth candle is extinguished   

3 For strife He came to bring a sword, The truth to end all lies; 

To rule in us, our patient Lord, Until all evil dies: 

For in His hand He holds the stars, His voice shall speak to end 

our wars, And those who love Him see His scars 

    And look into His eyes. 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938 © 1992 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. 

 Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005551 
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Seventh Word:   “Father, into Your hands…” 
  The seventh candle is extinguished   

448 O Darkest Woe 

 

 

 
 

5 Such innocence! 

His countenance 

    A fount of faith undying! 

Worlds on worlds cannot contain 

    Grief at Him here lying. 

 

6 O Virgin’s Son, 

What Thou hast won 

    Is far beyond all telling: 

How our God, detested, died, 

    Hell and devil felling. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, 

Who sacrificed 

    Thy life for lifeless mortals: 

Be my life in death and bring 

    Me to heaven’s portals! 
Text (st. 1): Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; (st. 1): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–7): Johann 

Rist, 1607–67; (sts. 2–7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959 Tune: Himmlische Harmony, 1628, Mainz Text (sts. 2–7): © 
Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005551 Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 
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Reading of the Passion History 
     Drawn from the four Gospels 

 
Part 6: Jesus is buried 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded sts. 5–7 
5 What language shall I borrow To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever! And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee. 

 

6 My Savior, be Thou near me When death is at my door; 

Then let Thy presence cheer me, Forsake me nevermore! 

When soul and body languish, O leave me not alone, 

But take away mine anguish By virtue of Thine own! 

 

7 Be Thou my consolation, My shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of Thy passion When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold Thee. Who dieth thus dies well. 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. 

The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110005551 

 

Concluding Collect 
P Let us pray… We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing 

may be upon Your people who have held the Passion and death of 

Your Son in devout remembrance, that we may receive Your pardon 

and the gift of Your comfort, and may increase in faith and take hold 

of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Darkness of Death: The Pascal Candle is removed to 

symbolize our Lord’s death.  The sanctuary goes dark and a sound 

(strepitus) is made to represent the closing of the tomb.  

 

 
Tolling of the Bell: The bell ring three times –  

One for each day in the grave. 

 

 
The Light of Christ 1 John 1:5-7 

  In anticipation of Easter morning, the Christ Candle is brought 

back into the sanctuary. 

 

P  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have 

fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 

  

Dismissal 
P  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Go 

in peace. 
   

  

 

The congregation leaves in silence with minimal light. 


