
Seating of the Grandparents and Non-Processing Parents by:  

 

_____ Ushers  ______ Groom 

 

 Music: ___________________________________________ Composer: __________________________ 

 

Processional 

 

 Music for Attendants: ______________________________ Composer: __________________________ 

 

 Music for Bride: ___________________________________ Composer: __________________________ 

Stand 

 

GIVING OF THE BRIDE (Optional - may be done here or befrore vows) 

Giving of the Bride: ___ No   

___ Father/Mother/Parents of Bride   ___ Both Parents Bless ___ Other: __________________________________ 

P    Who gives this woman to be married to this man? 

Parent(s) I/we do. 

  -or: to parents of BOTH bride and groom - 

P     Do you give your mutual consent and blessing to this couple? Then say, “We do.” 

Parents: We do. 

P     Will you pray for and encourage ______ and ______ in their marriage, remembering at all times that God will them 

to live within their vows until they are parted by death? Then say, “We will.” 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introduction 

 Beloved in the Lord, we are gathered here in the sight of God and before His Church to witness the union of this man 

and this woman in Holy Matrimony. This is an honorable estate instituted and blessed by God in paradise, before 

humanity’s fall into sin. 

  In marriage we see a picture of the communion between Christ and His Bride, the Church. Our Lord blessed and 

honored marriage with His presence and first miracle at Cana in Galilee. This estate is also commended to us by Saint 

Paul as good and honorable. Therefore marriage is not to be entered into inadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, 

deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God. 

  The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for the mutual companionship, help, 

and support that each person ought to receive from the other, both in prosperity and adversity. Marriage was also ordained 

so that man and woman may find delight in one another. Therefore all persons who marry shall live within their vows and 

so keep themselves undefiled as members of the body of Christ. Finally, God established marriage for the procreation of 

children to be brought up in the fear and instruction of the Lord and to offer Him their praise. 

  So has God established the holy estate that   Her name   and  His name   wish to enter. They desire our prayers as they 

begin their marriage in the Lord’s name and with His blessing. 

Sit 

 

Optional:  SOLO - “_________________________” Composer: __________________________ 
 

READINGS:  

 

Optional: Reader _____________________________ 

 OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 2:18-24 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 

helper suitable for him." Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds 

of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living 

creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the 

field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and 



while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a 

woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, "This is now bone of 

my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman, ' for she was taken out of man." For this reason a man 

will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

 

Old Testament reading options:  

 Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, 9:1-10  A threefold cord is not easily broken 

 Song of Songs 2:10-13, 8:6-7 Many waters cannot quench love 

 Isaiah 61:7-11   As a bridegroom decks himself 

 Hosea 2:18-23   I will betroth you to me in faithfulness 

 Other: ________________________________ 

 

EPISTLE: Ephesians 5:21-33  

Optional: Reader _________________________________ 

  Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband 

is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church 

submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without 

stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as 

their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and 

cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- for we are members of his body. 

  "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh." This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

  However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

Epistle reading options:  

 Romans 12:1-2   Present your bodies as a living sacrifice 

 1 Cornithians 6:19-20; 7:4-5 Glorify God in your body 

 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13  The greatest of these is love 

 Philippians 4:4-7   Rejoice in the Lord always 

 Colossians 3:12-17   Put on love which binds all things together 

 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8  God has called us in holiness 

 Hebrews 13:1-8   Let marriage be held in honor by all 

 1 John 4:7-12   Let us love one another 

 Revelation 19:6-9   The Bride has made herself ready 

 Revelation 21:1-5   The holy city prepared as a Bride 

 Other: ________________________________ 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 19:4-6 

  "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they 

are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

Gospel reading options: 

 John 2:1-11    Wedding at Cana 

 John 15:9-12   Abide in My Love 

 Other: ________________________________ 

 

Optional: SOLO - “_________________________” Composer: ______________________________ 

 

Optional: HYMN: ___________________________________ 

If desired, a congregational hymn would be most appropriate at this time.  

 Suggested hymns:  

922  Go, My Children, With My Blessing (special verse for weddings) 

700  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Focuses on God’s love as a pattern for ours) 

790  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (General praise hymn) 



858  O Father, All Creating (references creation, Cana, God’s building of the house) 

859  Lord, When You Came as Welcome Guest (based on Cana Wedding) 

860  Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing (specifically written for weddings) 

940/941 Hymn settings of the Te Deum 

 

MESSAGE 

 

 VOWS 

5. The pastor asks the bridegroom: 

P  Man’s name , do you take this woman to be your wedded wife, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony as God 

ordained it? Will you nourish and cherish her as Christ loved His body the Church, giving Himself up for her? Will 

you love, honor, and keep her in sickness and in health and, forsaking all others, remain united to her alone, as long as 

you both shall live? Then say: I do. 

R I do. 

 

6. The pastor asks the bride: 

P  Woman’s name , do you take this man to be your wedded husband, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony as God 

ordained it? Will you submit to him as the Church submits to Christ? Will you love, honor, and keep him in sickness 

and in health and, forsaking all others, remain united to him alone, as long as you both shall live? Then say: I do. 

R I do. 

 

9. The bride passes her bouquet to her maid/matron of honor. The couple face each other and join hands. The 

bridegroom says, following the pastor: 

 I,   Man’s name ,  | take you,   Woman’s name ,  | to be my wedded wife, | to have and to hold | from this day forward, | for 

better, for worse, | for richer, for poorer, | in sickness and in health, | to love and to cherish, | till death do us part, | 

according to God’s holy will; | and I pledge you my faithfulness. 

 

10. The bride, in the same way, says after the pastor: 

 I,   Woman’s name ,  | take you,   Man’s name ,  | to be my wedded husband, | to have and to hold | from this day forward, | for 

better, for worse, | for richer, for poorer, | in sickness and in health, | to love and to cherish, | till death do us part, | 

according to God’s holy will; | and I pledge you my faithfulness. 

 

RINGS 

11. The rings are placed on the pastor’s open book, and the following blessing is spoken: 

 Almighty Father, You have generously created all things to serve us for our good. Send Your blessing upon this 

couple who shall wear these  rings as a constant reminder of their marital fidelity. Grant that by Your mercy they 

may live gladly and faithfully in this holy estate; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

12. The bridegroom and bride exchange rings, saying after the pastor either of the following: 

P Receive this ring | as a pledge and token | of wedded love and faithfulness. | In the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

- or -  

P    With this ring I marry you,| my worldly goods I give to you,| and with my body I honor you. | In the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Optional: At this point, the couple may kneel. ___ Kneel      ___ Stand   
13.  The pastor declares: 

P Now that   her name   and   his name   have committed themselves to each other in Holy Matrimony, have given themselves 

to each other by their solemn pledges, and have declared the same before God and these witnesses, I pronounce them 

to be husband and wife, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P What God has joined together, let no one put asunder. 

C Amen. 



 

P The almighty and gracious God abundantly grant you His favor and sanctify and bless you with the blessing given to 

Adam and Eve in paradise, that you may please Him in both body and soul and live together in holy love until your 

life’s end.  

C Amen. 

 

Optional: ___ UNITY CANDLE   ___ SAND CEREMONY 

     ___ SIGNING of the LICENSE  ____  

     ___ MUSIC during this time: “___________________________” 

 

P Almighty, everlasting God, our heavenly Father, grant that by Your blessing   his name    and   her name   may live together 

according to Your Word and promise. Strengthen them in faithfulness and love toward each other. Sustain and defend 

them in all trial and temptation. Help them to live in faith toward You, in the communion of Your holy Church, and in 

loving service to each other that they may ever enjoy Your heavenly blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

P: I now introduce (the wedding couple’s names as they desire:)__________________________________________ 

 (Example: Mr. and Mrs. Bob Jones; Bob and Linda Jones; Linda and Bob Jones; Mr. and Mrs. Jones, etc.) 

 

RECESSIONAL Music - _____________________________ Composer: _______________________________ 

 

Ushering out: ___Wedding Couple ___ Ushers 

 

Receiving line at church?   ___ Yes         ___ No 

 

 Parents/Grandparents ushered out by_______________________________ 

 

 

 

OTHER: 

 Requests for the order of service 

 

 

 

 Need for access to church prior to rehearsal 

 

 

 

 Decorating needs/requests/details 


