
Community Groups at St. Mark’s – Loving and Serving 
 
Jon Tyson is a pastor in New York City.  He has served as a pastor in a mega-church in a suburban 
area, and now finds himself in New York City, one of the most post-Christian cities in America.  He 
has wrestled with what makes a church a compelling witness for Jesus Christ. He writes about how 
we, in 21st century America, are so richly resourced. There is a wealth of information at our fingertips 
as to probing the Bible for its profound truths. There is a plethora of conferences for every aspect of 
propagating the faith for clergy and laity alike. Tyson then writes about how poorly resourced the early 
Christians were, in many respects, in the apostolic age.  Yet, in spite of their inadequate resources, 
the early Christians saw a tremendous movement of the Holy Spirit in moving the hearts of men and 
women, boys and girls. After thinking long and hard about these issues, Tyson writes: 
 

The early church leaders didn't have the things we now consider essential for our 
faith. They didn't have official church buildings, vision statements or core values. 
They had no social media, radio broadcasts or celebrity pastors.... Christ-
followers were often deeply misunderstood, persecuted and some gave their 
lives for their faith. Yet they loved and they served and they prayed and they 
blessed—and slowly, over hundreds of years, they brought the empire to its 
knees. They did it through love. 

 
At the heart of our community groups is an emphasis on loving and serving.  It is exciting to see what 
the Holy Spirit is prompting in those who are embarking on leading community groups at St. Mark’s 
coming this fall.  Here are some of the areas of focus for the community group leaders to show love 
and service:  
 

• Service to military vets, and to those presently in the military; 
• Service to widows and to those who are alone;  
• Service to those who experience hunger, with a specific focus on helping at Feed My Starving 

Children; 
• Families with special needs children, with a focus of Special Olympics; 
• Individuals dealing with cancer; 
• Ministry to families who have adopted children; and 
• Providing emergency quilts to those with emergency needs;  

 
It is exciting to think about where God already is working in the hearts of people around us.  It is exciting 
to know that God is alive.  He is working all around us.  In step with the Holy Spirit, we can join Him in 
where He is already working.  By His grace, we may be able to see a harvest for His Kingdom. 
 
We invite you to pray for our community group leaders and for those considering being part of a group 
this fall. Leaders include: Dennis & Jane Gorski; Ernie & LoAnn Gaudette; Gene & Sylvia Hemmann; 
Bob & Joan Bauer; Jonathan & Julie Zimmermann; Dave Jeziorski; and Keith & Julie Wollenberg. In 
addition, the following people are leading Student Community Groups: Sean McAdams, Leslie 
Hoffmann, Allison Willey, Lisa & Ryan Blethroade, John Matzke, Robin Butler, and Pastor Silber. 
 
If you have any questions about community groups, please feel free to ask one of the pastors.  


