
Why Community Groups at St. Mark’s?

This summer, we want to prepare the St. Mark’s community for the upcoming Fall Launch of our New 
Community Groups by sharing the what, why, and how. This week, we want to focus on Why Community 
Groups? 
 
We note in the Bible that one of the word-pictures used for the church is ‘the body of Christ’ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:27).  
There is a great promise that when even one or two members of the Body of Christ get together, that Christ 
promises to be in the midst of them (Matthew 18:20).  We do well not to underestimate the power of getting 
together with a fellow Christian when the promise of the presence of Christ is guaranteed.  As well, the writer of 
Hebrews counsels that Christians come together for fellowship and encouragement (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

 
As we look at our cultural landscape, it is important that we as Christians be more visible in our witness and in 
our service to the community.  Demographic studies have shown the following of millennials (those born after 
1980 and who began to come of age around the year 2000): 

 
• Millennials are considerably less religious than other older Americans; 
• Millennials are twice as likely to be unaffiliated with organized religion as were baby-boomers at the 

same age; 
• Millennials are the least likely to value church attendance of any generational cohort in America; 

  
An increasing secularization does not only touch the millennial generation. Research from the Barna Group 
from 2014 has concluded that nearly two out of five adults (38%) now qualifies as post-Christian. This figure 
includes 10% of Americans who qualify as highly post-Christian. 

  
In such a cultural context, it makes sense that we prayerfully and intentionally live life together as groups of 
Christians, and reach out to those around us with the message of Christ and with works of service and love.  
That kind of real and vital witness to the life and the love of Christ, may, blessed by the Holy Spirit, prove to be 
a tremendous invitation to real life in Christ to someone not right now connected to Christ. 
 
Let us be clear, this is not another program. It’s not our mission – it’s a way we can accomplish our mission, 
together. In fact, we believe it is the very best way that we can know, grow, show, and sow (make disciples) 
together while having fun and serving in the name of Jesus. Next week, we will share how Community Groups 
help us take the next steps as we follow Jesus, together (discipleship). 
 
We invite you to pray for our community group leaders and for those considering being part of a group this fall. 
Leaders include: Dennis & Jane Gorski; Ernie & LoAnn Gaudette; Gene & Sylvia Hemmann; Bob & Joan 
Bauer; Jonathan & Julie Zimmermann; Dave Jeziorski; and Keith & Julie Wollenberg. In addition, the 
following people are leading Student Community Groups: Sean McAdams, Leslie Hoffmann, Allison Willey, 
Lisa & Ryan Blethrode, John Matzke, Robin Butler, and Pastor Silber. 
 
If you have any questions about community groups, please feel free to ask one of the pastors. 


