
What is a Community Group

This summer, we want to prepare the St. Mark’s community for the upcoming Fall Launch of 
our New Community Groups by sharing the what, why, and how. This week, we want to focus 
on What is a Community Group? 
 
A Community Group… 
 

• Centers on Jesus, helping people to become and then grow as His disciples; 
• Has a defining focus on reaching a particular neighborhood or network of 

relationships; 
• Takes place in community and often revolves around shared times of fun and food; 
• Has a healthy balance of knowing Christ, growing in Christ, and showing His love to 

others; 
• Does not require that members be professing Christians to belong; 
• Is unashamed about following Christ, in values and in vision; 
• Conducts prayer and looking at Scripture as core practices; 
• Looks outward through a mixture of service and verbal witness; 
• Has a common mission focus that is the key glue for the shared sense of togetherness; 
• Gathers both informally and formally at different times; 
• Has leaders who do not do everything, but rather leaders who facilitate and release 

others to serve and lead; 
 

Let us be clear, this is not another program. We believe it is the very best way that we can 
know, grow, show, and sow (make disciples) together while having fun and serving in the 
name of Jesus. Next week, we will share why we believe Community Groups are the best way 
to make disciples who make disciples. 
 
We invite you to pray for our community group leaders and for those considering being part of 
a group this fall. Leaders include: Dennis & Jane Gorski; Ernie & LoAnn Gaudette; Gene & 
Sylvia Hemmann; Bob & Joan Bauer; Jonathan & Julie Zimmermann; Dave Jeziorski; and 
Keith & Julie Wollenberg. In addition, the following people are leading Student Community 
Groups: Sean McAdams, Leslie Hoffmann, Allison Willey, Lisa & Ryan Blethrode, John 
Matzke, Robin Butler, and Pastor Silber. 
 
If you have any questions about community groups, please feel free to ask one of the pastors. 


