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NIV Colossians 1: Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 3 We always thank God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
you have for all the saints-- 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and 
that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. All over the world 
this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 
understood God's grace in all its truth. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful 
minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason, since the 
day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of 
his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have 
great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  
 
Opening Prayer: Heavenly Father, Creator and Savior, we have come together today to hear you speak to us 
your Word of forgiveness through your Son and your Word of direction for a fruitful life.  Your Word is our 
very core.  We are your family and remain your forgiven family only by your Word.  Stop the distractions 
outside of our control and by your Holy Spirit focus our hearts and minds on your Word of Truth that we might 
remain your forgiven and fruitful family. Amen. 
 
Introduction: My first memories of church are surrounded by family in a church.  For me church was family.  
Another memory of church I have is “church shoes.”  I had a pair of shoes I only was to wear on Sundays for 
church.  For the longest time I thought “church shoes” were supposed to hurt.  My family moved away from the 
Goelzer farm, then our tradition was to go out for breakfast after church on Sunday mornings.  Families, painful 
shoes, pancake breakfasts? Is that the core value of church?  What is at the core of my heart, the reason why that 
motivates and directs my decisions in life?  A church in modern day Turkey was having some problems with 
their core values.  How were they Christians?  Why were they Christians? They were confused on what was at 
the very core of their life as believers in Christ and what they needed to live a god pleasing life of good fruit or 
as the apostle Paul called it to live a life worthy of the Lord.  My prayer this week has been to… 
 
Live a Life Worthy of the Lord! 
Make the Gospel Your Core Value 
Power Up with the Gospel Core  
 
1) Make the Gospel Your Core Value 
 Name the smallest congregation to get a personal letter from the apostle Paul?  Yes, the Christians in the 
village of Colosse, Asia Minor, modern day Turkey.  It's off the coast 100 miles from Ephesus inland.  The 
apostle Paul didn’t do mission work in Colosse but one of the men who became a Christian in Ephesus took the 
good news to Colosse.  His name is Epaphras.  Paul called him a faithful servant of Christ Jesus.  Epaphras 
visited Paul in Rome while he was in prison and needed some advice.  Epaphras shared good news and bad 
news.  The good news was that the good news about forgiveness of sins through Christ had been spread in 
Colosse, taken root among the families and the Christians were being fruitful in their life of love for others.  
God’s grace had come to them through the word of truth, the gospel, and they had peace in their hearts and 
minds.  On top of that they then were living a life of love for Christians around the world. 
 That is how the kingdom work is done.  That is how God’s grace gets results.  The good news of Jesus 
Christ rescuing sinners from the chains of guilt and shame of sin is first preached boldly.  Then some people 
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believe by faith then they have peace with God, thankful hearts joyful hearts.  These thankful and joyful hearts 
then overflow with love for others. 
 Grace and Peace to you.  It is simply the cause and effect of the gospel being told to you.  You received 
God’s grace and it caused peace to grow in your heart and mind.  With that peace of God in your heart and mind 
you then love Christians, near and far from you.  Not only that, you love even people you have no connection 
with at all.  Paul reminded the Colossians that this cause and effect is happening and working around the world 
not just around the Mediterranean Sea.  The word of Truth the gospel works.  It is the core value the core heart 
of being a Christian and the Christian church the Christian family.   
 So what’s the bad news?  The Colossians rejected Jesus Christ as their Savior? No.  The Colossians 
turned away from the cross of Christ for their relationship with God?  No.  The bad news was for them that they 
were leaving behind their core value of the good news.  They were looking for another cause to bring them a 
feeling of a full life, peace, satisfaction safety and success.  Some of them were turning to old traditions others 
were looking ahead to new ideas new teachings to give them the effect of a good relationship with God, 
satisfaction, safety and success.   
 Is the good news of forgiveness of sins through the cross of Christ your core value?  Is it primary cause 
and effect of our church here in Oakfield?  How can a person be a friend with God, having peace, joy and 
thankfulness all their life?  There’s only one correct answer.  There is only one core value at the heart of God’s 
Kingdom, God’s people, God’s church.  The word of the truth the gospel has come to us.  God our heavenly 
father has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in the Kingdom of His Son, because of his 
innocent death and glorious resurrection.  That core truth opens the door to all the scriptures.  That one core 
truth is what makes a church good or bad, standing or falling. Of that core truth nothing can be surrendered.  If 
that is true and if that is your core value, your non-negotiable heart of your life then are you living your life 
worthy of the Lord?  Are you living on that core value of the gospel in your words and actions, the decisions of 
your life? 
 
2) Power Up with the Gospel Core 
 The apostle Paul was praying to God for the Colossian Christians.  His prayer was for them to be filled 
with the knowledge of God’s Will through all spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding. That all sounds so 
scholarly doesn’t it?  Knowledge, wisdom, understanding.  But it is not just any knowledge or any wisdom or 
any understanding.  It is specific.   It is God’s Will, spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding.  These things 
don’t come to you through just any book, or from any new exercise or diet.  There is only one source of 
knowledge about God’s Desires.  There is only one source for spiritual wisdom and understanding: God’s 
Word.  Already in the Old Testament God spoke through Psalm 119 and told us where to find understanding 
and direction for life’s decisions: 
 NIV Psalm 119:104 I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path. 
 NIV Psalm 119:112 My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end. 
 NIV Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
 NIV Psalm 119:9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. 
 There is the second core truth that is non-negotiable.  God’s Word works.  A recent study was done by 
Pew Research Group on the essential core value of being a Christian.  They asked Christians what was essential 
to be a Christian.  Only @40% said reading the Bible.  Only @20% said attending church services.  But being 
honest helping the poor and forgiving others they ranked higher as being essential.   I think I notice the problem 
with so many Christians today.  So many people know what they are supposed to do – be honest, be 
trustworthy, be faithful, be forgiving, help others, help the poor and needy all things the Law tells us to do.  But 
where do you get the strength, the power the change in attitude to do all those things?  So many Christians are 
simply burdened with guilt because they can’t do what they know they should be doing.  They are living against 
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their core value of being a Christian, the Law.  Yet it is the teaching of the law and gospel combine that enable 
God’s people to be filled with peace, joy and thankfulness.  It is the word of God, hearing it studying it, 
memorizing it, using the powerful word of God.   

We have the gospel of Jesus Christ's sacrifice for sins.  We know we have a good relationship with God 
by his grace.  We want to follow his Word for satisfaction, safety and success, but we don’t do what we want to 
do.  We don’t live our core value about the truth of the law and the truth of the Gospel.  The apostle Paul has the 
solution for us.  He knows from personal experience what it takes for Christians to live a life worthy of the 
calling they have received a life worthy of the Lord himself.  It doesn’t depend on our desire or our effort in 
depends on God.  He is the one who works in us to do his Will to produce fruits fro His Kingdom.  As we use 
His powerful true word of law and gospel, growing in our knowledge of what God wants, that same word 
strengthens and empowers us Christians to have endurance, to have patience, to be joyful, to be thankful, to be 
loving even to our enemies.   
 God wants his people to be strong in their faith in his love.  God wants his people to be bold in sharing 
the good news.  God wants his people to be courage as they share the word of law to convict sinners of their 
sins.  God is the one who is actively working in us to accomplish these great works that he wants us to do.   
 
God’s Word Works 
 Isaiah 55:10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering 
the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my 
word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
 Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
 Over the 4th of July holiday I was over at my brother-in-law's place and after the kids went to bed, we 
talked.  He talked about his church and their new pastor.  He said they had 80 people in midweek Bible class.  I 
said “That is awesome, God’s Word Works.”   My brother-in-law said, “Yeah, but he really believes it.”   
 It is great to have a church that confesses to believe that God works through his word.  But do you really 
believe it? This past week I heard of two of our members that made people upset.  The first member told her 
family that she saw angels from heaven come and sit on her bed and tell her it almost time for heaven.  The 
family called me immediately to talk with her.  Another member in a nursing home told her nurse that she was 
ready to die and go to heaven, to make a long story short they called the ambulance and took her to the hospital.  
Those two members I know were not upset or worried about death and dying.   God’s grace through his word 
has strengthened them over the years.  God’s Word sits at the core of their hearts and souls.   

  Is the word of God your core value, at the very heart and soul of all that you say and do?  I too am a 
sinner like you and I confess that at times I talk and live contrary to my own core value that God’s Word works.  
God’s gospel truth is the cause and effect of peace, joy and thankfulness in my life.  Remember why we are 
here today.  Why do you have peace with God?  Why will you not die but live forever?  Why?  God’s loving 
plan included you to hear and believe the word of truth.  Together let’s plug back in regularly to the power core 
of God’s Will, God’s strength, God’s grace.  Together let’s be a fruitful forgiven family, gathering around the 
word and sending the word out around the world. Amen.   


