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NIV 1 Kings 17:17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and 
worse, and finally stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, "What do you have against me, man of God? Did you 
come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?" 19 "Give me your son," Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, 
carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to the LORD, "O 
LORD my God, have you brought tragedy also upon this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to die?" 21 
Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times and cried to the LORD, "O LORD my God, let this boy's life 
return to him!" 22 The LORD heard Elijah's cry, and the boy's life returned to him, and he lived. 23 Elijah picked up 
the child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, "Look, your son is 
alive!" 24 Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the LORD 
from your mouth is the truth." 
 
Opening Prayer: Lord God Almighty, you alone are constantly good in all that you say and do.  Have mercy on us in 
spite of our arrogance and anger, doubt and disrespect of your good name.  Forgive us Lord for our weak faith in your 
promised source of happiness, your Words.  By your Powerful Word of Love and forgiveness move us to quit 
complaining about what we do not have and to continue to praise your name for all that you have so wonderfully 
gifted to us.  Amen. 
 
Introduction:  There are many differences between a child and an adult.  One of them is the ability to understand the 
big picture, the future.  This past month has been a whirlwind of blessings for my family, starting with graduations 
and ending in the wedding of my first child.  There was a moment or two that I was brought to tears of sadness, as 
things will not be the same.  But then I remembered what her mother and I were doing all these years as her parents.  
We were preparing her with God’s powerful Word to do great things for God’s family.  In our reading for today 1 
Kings chapter 17 we see the Lord preparing and strengthening his people to do great things for His Family.  How has 
the Lord prepared you?  Are you ready to do great things for God’s Family?  Elijah and the widow were prepared by 
God’s Great Word.  Are you ready?  Are you God’s Man?  Are you ready?  Do you Know the Name of the Lord? 
 
1) Are You God’s Man 
 There are three periods of history recorded for us in the Scriptures that exploded with miraculous signs of 
God’s power.  The first time was when the Lord led the children of Israel out of Egypt to the promised land with 
divine plagues and parting the Red Sea as well as supernatural victories in combat to establish the land for his people.  
The third time was during the life of Jesus Christ proving his identity as God’s Son and humanities’ savior.  The 
second explosion of miracles is found in 1-2 Kings during the life of Elijah.  In 1 Kings chap 17 alone we have 4 
miracles!  Why these miracles at the time of Elijah?  Usually people say and believe that the world is more evil now 
than ever before and heading downhill to hell on a highway.  The case could be made that the darkest time for God’s 
believing people actually was during the life of Elijah, around 800 BC.   When the Israelites won the battles for the 
Promised Land, they didn’t eradicate the false religion of the Canaanites.  They let it stand side by side with the 
worship of the Lord God Almighty.  King David stomped it out but it came back with a vengeance when the nation of 
Israel was split into two nations.  The northern tribes of Israel under Jeroboam created a new religion combining the 
false worship of Baal with the outward appearance of worshipping the true God.  By the time of Elijah King Ahab 
allowed Baal worship throughout the country.  Wicked Queen Jezebel an unbeliever did her best to flood the capitol 
and entire country with this new mash up of truth the Lord and lies of Baal.  It got so bad Elijah calls out to God to 
just take me to heaven, there’s no believers left.  The government was against the word of God and God’s people, 
teachers of God’s Word were sentenced to death and had to go underground.  But the Lord taught Elijah that all he 
needed was the Word of the Lord.  God had work for him to do to save his people from the tangled mash up of truth 
and lies, death and hell.  He taught Elijah to rely on him, trust in him even when it seemed he was outnumbered or out 
of resources. Through Elijah God shut the sky for a whole year of drought.   When the government put a price on his 
head, God gave Elijah extra energy to outrun the authorities even though he was on foot and they were on horse 
drawn chariots.  God then fed him by ravens.  Yeah you heard it right, Ravens brought him food!  And then God sent 
him outside of Israel to widows to provide for his needs.  And Elijah always had just enough for what he needed to do 
great things for God’s family.  Throughout Elijah’s life we hear this repeating phrase, “The Word of the Lord came to 
Elijah…”  As dark as those days were, as outnumbered as God’s people were, and out of resources they felt they 
were, God’s word of truth shone bright and he had mercy on his people and on Elijah and they all had just enough.  



The Lord God Almighty would not let his Word die out.  All Elijah needed…All the children of Israel needed…All 
we need today is the Word of the Lord. 
 After the miracle of raising the widow’s son, the widow calls Elijah “God’s Man”.  What a great compliment, 
right? Wouldn’t it be great for people to call us “God’s Men?” What does it take to be the man God has planned you 
to be?  Smart? Strong? Healthy? Clear Communicator? Courageous? Hard Working? Tireless? Never Say No to 
Church? Family or Country? What does it take to be a good man for God?  Remember the repeating phrase that 
shaped and molded and strengthened Elijah? “The Word of the Lord Came to Elijah…All you need is the Word of 
God to be a better husband, better father, better son, better friend.  The Word of God is useful.  With the Lord begin 
your task, Jesus will direct it.   
 The devil teams up with our sinful world and distracts us to spend our time, talents and resources on things 
that won’t make a bit of difference the day after we will see Jesus face to face. I’m first of all talking to myself as a 
pastor.  But also to the leaders of all our families and to the servant leaders of our congregation.  The world we live in 
is bad and maybe some of the worst times in all of history as believers in God’s Word with the truth being darkened 
with lies.  Because of the dark lies surrounding us, we are tempted to look into our wallets and checking accounts and 
think we have too little to make a difference.  We are tempted to look at our families and congregation and think we 
don’t have enough talent or enough leaders.  We are tempted to look at our own abilities and think we will never 
make a dent or a difference.  What did Elijah learn through his Heavenly Father’s teaching?  “The Word of the Lord 
came to Elijah.” Did Elijah need more resources? More money? More people? More Abilities? He needed more 
Word!  The Widow called Elijah God’s Man because he spoke the truth of God’s Word.  Elijah was called God’s Man 
because he learned the lesson his Heavenly Father taught.  He trusted God’s Word.  He prayed to his Heavenly Father 
and His Heavenly Father answered his prayer.  Have we learned the lesson God taught Elijah?  Are we ready?  Do we 
want to be called God’s Men? The Word of the Lord has come to each of us gentlemen.  Let’s listen to it as often as 
we can and we will be the men we want to be for the Lord and for our families. 
  
2) Do You Know the Name of the Lord? 

As part of Elijah’s faith building exercises, The Lord sent him outside of the land of Israel to the epicenter of Baal 
worship, Sidon.  But this trip wasn’t just for Elijah.  It was for a widow and her son whom God cared deeply about.   
In Sidon, the Lord commanded Elijah to rely on a poor widow to take care of his needs.  At this time there would 
have been a drought for about a year.  That means no rain for 10-12 months!  Everyone would have been hoarding 
their resources, just trying to survive and make it month to month even day to day.  Elijah has to find a poor widow to 
give him some food and drink.  He asks three question of this woman that ramp up in difficulty to near impossible to 
follow.  The first is “Can I have a small drink?”  Remember a severe drought.  The second is “can I have some bread? 
And the Third “Make me some bread first and then if there is any left make some for your son and yourself.”   
 She was alone and down to her last meal.  She was not a member of God’s chosen people the Israelites.  She 
was an outsider looking in, yet God was concerned about her and her son.  The Lord wanted to build her trust in His 
Word.  It’s a great reminder to all of you that the family of God is not made up of Elijahs and Moses(es)!  It is made 
up of God’s specially chosen children from all walks of life and all backgrounds and from all levels of education and 
training in the Word of God.  Every calling of God is important from a powerful prophet like Elijah to a resourced 
strapped widow struggling to provide for herself and her son.   
 This test was not just a test of her ability to share or to think about others first.  This was a test of her faith in 
God’s promise.  God promised her first that she would have enough.  She trusted the Word of the Lord and her 
resources did not run out.  What a great lesson to learn.  But that lesson was only to prepare her for the next test of her 
faith in God’s Promise of love and forgiveness.  Her son died.  The widow is filled with sadness and guilt.  Could she 
have doubted God’s goodness and love, his protection and promise?  By her words of anger lashing out at Elijah, it 
seems she views the Lord as an angry vengeful God punishing her for her past sins with the death of her son.  18 She 
said to Elijah, "What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?" 
 In Pauls’ great resurrection chapter, I Corinthians 15, he says, “The Last enemy to be destroyed is death.”    
Death puts a tremendous strain on our faith in God’s Word of promise.  As that widow faced the death of her son her 
emotions and thoughts fought against her faith in God’s mercy and forgiveness.  She felt she was being punished for 
her sins.  She doubted God’s concern and care for her family.  She lashed out at the man of God. But the death of her 
son was always in God’s plan; his good and gracious plan included the death of her son.  It's just simply as Paul put it, 
death is the last enemy to be destroyed.  Jesus Christ's plan to save us included death as well.  He planned on going to 
the cross and grave for us and for our salvation.  And in his darkest hour, when all our sins were laid on him, he 
turned to his Heavenly Father for strength not once or twice but at least three times we have recorded that Jesus cried 



out in a prayer to his heavenly Father.  Jesus Christ defeated death just as he promised just as God’s plan had said.  
Whoever lives and believes in him will never die but only fall asleep and wake up in eternal paradise.   
 Do not be afraid.  Elijah prayed to the Lord and the Lord gave life back to the boy for his mother.  What great 
faith Elijah had to pray for a resurrection!  It had never been recorded before in all of scriptures.  He had nothing to go 
on, nothing except the goodness of God.  You and I today stand on the foundation of God’s Word through the 
prophets like Moses and Elijah, through the Apostles like Peter and Paul.  We have the words and promises of God’s 
Son himself who raised the dead for his friends and family, and who himself defeated death.  How much more the 
Lord has given to us to calm our fears, ease our consciences and soothe our troubled hearts.   
 24 Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the LORD 
from your mouth is the truth." 
 The widow learned the lesson from the Lord.  She called God the Lord, the great promise keeper.  She put her 
trust in the Lord that promised to save her and care for her.  Whenever she would talk about God or think about the 
Lord God her creator and savior she would remember his great acts of love for her and her son.  That’s the name of 
the Lord. 
 Do you know the name of the Lord? The other day we were having supper and my young son Gabriel shouted 
“Rise up in the name of the Lord.”  He said it like he was a TV preacher.  It was a joke to him.  He saw and heard 
people on TV laughing and making fun of the name of our Creator and Savior.  He meant no harm or disrespect by it.  
But he did need to learn why God’s name is special to us.  Many people disrespect the name of our God.  They say his 
name with a giggle or with a snarl or in mockery.  Like the widow of Zarepheth like Elijah we know God is real.  We 
know his name of love.  We know his name of power.  We know his name means faithfulness to his Word.  Have we 
learned our lesson well?  For our contentment and happiness our joy and comfort our goals to be better, to achieve 
what we want do we turn first to the Word of our Lord who made us and saved us?  When the last enemy comes to 
frighten us, to terrorize us where will we turn?  Where will we go for help?  Will we lash out?  Will we react in anger?  
Will we doubt God’s loving plan?  Will we disrespect his name and his Word and His people?  Trust his Word even 
in death and you will receive a crown of life.  The word of the Lord Stand Forever!  Amen. 


