
 

3rd Sunday of Easter - April 10, 2016 
NIV John 21:1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 
…4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called 
out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," they answered. 6 He said, "Throw your net on the right side 
of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 
number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 
into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and 
some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught." 11 Simon Peter climbed 
aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 
Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast."  
 
Opening Prayer: Lord God Almighty, our Creator and Savior, Our Master and Friend, your victory over death 
and the evil forces which are united on earth and in the spiritual realm to enslave us forever, solidifies your 
place as the greatest man to have ever lived on this earth.  All praise, thanks, honor, power, wealth, wisdom and 
strength belong to you for accomplishing the mission of making us sinners friends with God.  Please forgive us 
Lord for being so quick to think you no longer care for us, provide for our basic needs and enjoyment.  Sadly 
Lord we think of you as if you were small and selfish, weak and mortal like us.  Send your Spirit through your 
promises today to solidify our thoughts and feelings to trust your care for us, your good advice to us and your 
blessings to us in the future.  Amen. 
 
Introduction:  I am not a fisherman.  I have been fishing.  I actually like to fish; when I’m catching fish.  If one 
sits in a boat and catches nothing but sunburn, I get frustrated.  Frustration sets in because I don’t know what to 
do, where to fish, what lure or bait to fish with, when to fish for which fish even.  Add to the fact that I don’t 
have the gear, tackle box with options of line, lures, rods and reels.   Jesus once told his disciples that he would 
make them fishers of men.  What a tremendous blessing to be taught to fish by an expert fishing guide – our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is more than a great fishing guide.  Jesus Christ is our Risen Savior! 
 
Put Your Trust in Your Risen Lord! 

1) He cares about you 
2) He gives great advice 

 
Part 1. Put Your trust in the Risen Lord…He cares about you. 
 This event is the third appearance of our Risen Lord to his disciples.  The other two were in that room 
behind locked doors in Jerusalem.  Easter evening Jesus greeted them with the words, “Peace be with you!”  He 
showed them his hands and side.  It was the Lord.  NO doubt.  It was the same Lord they saw crucified.  Jesus' 
words of peace coupled with those wounds for their sins gave them assurance it was Jesus Christ their Savior 
from sin.  The very next week again Jesus appeared and said, "Peace be with you," but this time turns to 
Thomas and holds out his hands and says, ‘Stop doubting and believe.”  Thomas believes in Jesus as his Risen 
Lord and Savior, “My Lord and My God!” Thomas confesses.  All the disciples believed that Jesus Christ died 
and rose again as the victorious champion over death who marched right out of the grave through hell itself and 
now lives and stands in front of their very eyes.   
 The disciples then left Jerusalem and waited back in Galilee for their next assignments from Jesus.  
Remember Peter and most of the other disciples are fisherman from this area around the Sea of Galilee.  So 
while they waited, naturally Peter wanted to go fishing.  They went at night, as they knew it was their best 
chance for success.  It was almost sunrise though and they had nothing to show for their night of fishing.  Jesus 
appears at the shore, “Friends, didn’t you catch anything?”  Just like the Emmaus disciples, they didn’t 
recognize the voice as Jesus on shore.  Jesus knew they had come up empty that night.  Jesus knew they wanted 
to catch some fish!  Jesus cared about fishing.  Jesus gave them a fishing tip – “the other side of the boat.” The 
disciples did and they were amazed at the haul of fish they dragged in.  They couldn’t get the nets into the boat.  



 

They had to drag them to shore.  Then finally John recognizes him as Jesus and Peter jumps in the water but 
first grabs his coat.  Jesus' care for his disciples doesn’t stop with fishing success. 
 On shore Jesus had hot coals fired up all ready to go, and even some fish cooked up and ready to serve. 
Jesus knew they would be hungry.  Jesus knew they would be cold especially after jumping in fully clothed like 
Peter did.  Jesus knew they needed to warm up and dry out.   He then asked them, “Bring some of the fish.”  
“Come and have breakfast.” Jesus invites them to have a hot breakfast with him and their friends.  Jesus took 
care of them.  Jesus knew what they were doing.  Jesus knew what they needed.  Jesus knew what would make 
them happy.   
 Often times maybe even most of the time we find a story of the disciples and Jesus, we shake our heads 
and point our fingers at the disciples and say, “What were the disciples thinking?  Why didn’t they trust that 
Jesus knew what he was doing?"  But in this story the disciples are being strengthened.  They are being given a 
reminder that they can keep in their back pocket when they need it, if their robes had pockets.  The first thing 
Jesus reminds his disciples about is that even though he is the Risen Lord with all power, might, honor and 
glory.  Even though all creation bows in submission to his presence, Jesus Christ the Son of God and our Savior 
still cares about fishing, still cares about breakfast.  Still cares about friendships.  Still cares about the need for a 
warm fire, warming up and drying off.  Jesus had taught this truth to his disciples before he was crucified, died 
and rose victorious.  It’s found in Matthew 6, the needless worry chapter. 
 NIV Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 25 "Therefore I tell 
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man has not changed.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever.  Your Risen Lord cares about you, cares about everything for you.  God even tells us he is 
the one who makes the grass grow for the cattle to eat.  Today Jesus Christ is not visible to our naked eye. Jesus 
Christ has ascended into heaven.  Reach into your back pocket and pull out this truth, this story.  Jesus cares 
about you, even having a warm fire and drying out.  That’s what Peter did when he found himself in a tight spot 
between a rock and a hard place, between life or death, jail or freedom.  Peter reminds us:  
 NIV 1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
 
2. Put your trust in the Risen Lord…He gives great advice! 
 Jesus Christ gave his disciples a great reminder about his strength and his wisdom that early morning 
breakfast.  “Friends, didn’t you catch any fish?”  He knew.  "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and 
you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
 Here Jesus gave them some fishing advice.  He didn’t ask them to try.  He told them where they would 
find the fish.  He knew where the fish were hiding.  This wasn’t the first time that Jesus gave some fishing 
advice to his professional Galilean fisherman friends.  In Luke’s account we read that Jesus told Peter, to let 
down his nets in the deep water for a catch of fish.  Peter does so but reluctantly says out loud for all to hear, 
“Because you say so Jesus…Because you say so.”  Peter is humbled to the point of wanting to hide in the 
bottom of the lake, because he doubted His Lord’s advice. 
 Jesus Christ is the Son of God he knows the whereabouts of every fish in Lake Michigan, Lake 
Winnebago and every stream or pond that you will fish in this summer.  And he doesn’t need a fishfinder.  And 
not only fish can he find and know but also all his friends.  He knows exactly where you are at all times.  Now 
remember the man who suffered and died so that you would not suffer and die.  The man who was punished 
innocently so you would not feel one strike of pain for your sins against God.  That man walked calmly right 
out of the grave.  That man calmly sent his angels to roll away the stone and overpower the guards.  That man is 
the Son of God, our Savior and our Creator with all strength and wisdom of God himself.  That man’s advice to 
you today in your life is 100% dependable, 100% accurate, 100% trustworthy.   
 My favorite fishing story was up in Alaska a few years ago.  My family was in Alaska during the 
running of salmon up the Kenai River.  The river looked like a bubbling whirlpool from far away, but closer up 
you could tell it was the salmon so large in number the water was just roaring.  Thankfully we had a native 



 

guide, my father-in-law and members of the WELS church in Kenai.  They geared us out with the right rod and 
reel, sinker and line.  Then they taught us how to do it; no bait, just a hook.  Within a few minutes my children 
were all catching silver salmon around 14 pounds fighting them as they tried to jump and thrash off the hook.  
They were doing such a good job, I had to stop fishing and just be full time netting them when they got them 
close to me.  Not everyone was so blessed that day.  Now remember this was combat fishing.  The shores of the 
river were lined with fisherman, many from the lower 48, hip wader to hip wader.  These men were dressed in 
the finest fishing outfits, had the finest rods and reels, fancy tackle boxes with every tool imaginable for 
bagging a big catch.  Those professional fishermen were frustrated and snapped at my kids and I for getting 
their lines tangled, hooking their fish, getting in their way.  Maybe they should have talked with Grandpa.  My 
kids weren’t fishermen.  They had no gear of their own.  They didn’t even know how to cast.  But they trusted 
their Grandpa.  They listened to their Grandpa.  They followed his advice.   
 The disciples would find themselves frustrated in the future, frustrated with the evil government, 
frustrated with the weather, frustrated by their own health, frustrated with weak Christians, frustrated with the 
persecution on God’s forgiven family.  Jesus gave them a reminder to carry in their back pocket.  Jesus knew 
where the fish were.  Jesus gave them fish just like he said.  It made such a great catch that John even 
remembered how many blessings were in that net that early morning – 153!  Something tells me they had never 
caught that many before.  Peter remembered Jesus' words would never steer you wrong –but only toward 
blessings.  He wrote: 
 NIV 1 Peter 2:6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. 
But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," 8 and, "A stone that 
causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message-- 
which is also what they were destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. 
 The same truth is for us today – Jesus has the strength and wisdom to help us.  He knows where all the 
blessings are hiding.  He gives us advice on how to find more blessings than ever before.  Will you stop being 
so arrogant and self-centered and listen to his advice?  Will you stop in the middle of your frustrations in life, sit 
quietly and hear his Word?  Keep his Promises, His Advice, His Directions in your back pocket, so that when 
the time comes you’ll know where to find those blessings. 

As we sing every Easter morning, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”; may we remember every morning 
“He lives to grant me rich supply, He lives to guide me with his eye, He lives my hungry soul to feed. He lives 
to help in time of need.” 


