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NIV Matthew 21:12 Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 "It is written," he said to 
them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'" 14 The blind and 
the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David," they were indignant. 16 "Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," replied 
Jesus, "have you never read, "'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?"  
 

Opening Prayer: Lord God Almighty, when we look up at the billions of galaxies and billions of 
planets you hung in the sky, we see your power.  When we hear our own children sing your praise we are 
overwhelmed because we see your power and love.  Please accept our prayers of repentance for being so 
arrogant and foolish against your powerful and loving plan for our lives.  Your Son, our Savior is our Lord and 
leader, help us to follow him home to heaven.  Amen. 

Introduction: “Dad, can you read my Christ-light story? Please just read it.  It’s about Saul’s Spear and 
God saving David!”  My son said that after supper this week.  Anything amazing or shocking with those words?  
Anything wonderful or jaw dropping about those words from a young boy in kindergarten?  Do you hear what 
these children are saying?  “Hosanna to the Son of David. Hosanna!”  It’s wonderful!  Join them in a life of 
praise to the One Savior, who loves and leads us home to heaven. 
 
Part 1. Do You hear What these Children Are Saying? It’s Wonderful! 
 Wonderful things? Matthew tells us the church leaders saw Jesus do wonderful things.  Palm Sunday 
saw Jesus march into Jerusalem riding a donkey, with crowds of people shouting praises on him as a conquering 
king and the chosen one to save God’s people.  The amazing part of this text is that the Palm Sunday praises of 
Jesus continued on to Monday!  Jesus continued to do wonderful things on Monday that made the people’s 
mouths drop open in awe and amazement.  They asked themselves questions on Monday like “Can he do that? 
Did he just do that?”  The first thing he did on Monday was to march right into the temple courts.  What he 
found there made him angry.  Let’s paint the picture of what Jesus found on that Monday of Holy Week.  God 
commanded his people to celebrate the once a year remembrance of the Passover in Jerusalem at the temple.  
God commanded them at this Passover remembrance to sacrifice a 1-year-old lamb without blemish or defect at 
the temple in Jerusalem.  That means every Israelite had to come to the temple in Jerusalem and needed a 1-
year-old male lamb without blemish or defect.  God did allow the people to buy the lamb, but not to make a 
profit off his people coming to obey him and worship him.  Historians tell us that when they had the lambs for 
sale they would only accept Jewish shekels for currency.  What they did was charge a high rate of exchange for 
your Roman coins or Greek coins or Egyptian coins.  They were overcharging for the Passover lambs to make a 
profit for themselves and the temple.  They were cheating the people.  
 Jesus Christ was angry.  He overturned their tables, sending coins flying.   He cleaned out the money 
changers and those selling all the animals, calling them a gang of thieves.  This wasn’t even the first time he did 
it.  Three years ago at the beginning of his public ministry he did it and they still came back.  He did it again at 
the end of his ministry, showing the importance of priority of worship at God’s house – the priority is praise of 
God, not profit of money but profit for human souls. 
 You can just imagine the looks and commotion Jesus' actions and words caused the rich and powerful in 
Jerusalem making a killing off of selling and buying of goods people needed and wanted.  “Can he do that?  Did 
he just do that? Wow.”  Jesus also backed up his claim that the church was his family business so to speak, his 
father’s house, not a business for money profit but for soul’s profit.  The blind and the lame were brought to 
him and he healed them on this Monday of Holy Week as well.  He had done miracles of healing over the past 
three years I know but right here in front of everyone in Jerusalem right at the temple, right after he causes such 
a commotion of overturning tables and driving out the rich and powerful, he cares for the disabled and poor, the 
helpless and many times lonely.  There can be no doubt as to who Jesus Christ is now, right?  He is the one.  He 
is the Son of God sent to be the Savior.  He rearranged the priorities of God’s house and proved his authority 
with miraculous powers of healing.   



 The children after seeing these things Jesus did and hearing his words, the children picked up the song 
from yesterday, Palm Sunday, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” The children connected the dots.  They believed 
Jesus Christ was the chosen one to take away their sins and defeat all their enemies!  Hosanna means He Saves 
us! The shocker is that Matthew records for us the response of the church leaders, "But when the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, 
'Hosanna to the Son of David,' they were indignant." 
 People will respect just about any belief even if they don’t agree with it.  Just about anything.  The one 
thing that people have so much trouble with is right and wrong, sin and judgement.  People will put up with a 
million different ideas as long as they can do what they want without any judgement.  All people know guilt and 
shame is real.  All people are searching for forgiveness.  They will try and swallow every idea to get rid of guilt 
and find forgiveness as long as they are not wrong, sinful and to be judged.  The children believed Jesus to be 
the Savior from sin, death and hell.  Nothing else, nothing more.  Jesus Christ was there in Jerusalem at the 
temple and marching to Golgotha even though the church leaders didn’t want him there and didn’t believe they 
were wrong.  Jesus Christ laid down his life to pay for all the wrongs of sinners.  Jesus Christ paid our debt in 
full and rose victorious proving once and for all he is our Savior.  Jesus Christ cleaned out the “for profit” 
attitude from his house.  Jesus Christ brought in and healed the helpless, the lost and lonely underserving 
sinners so that they might believe in him as their Savior from sin.  Do you hear what these children are saying?  
It’s Wonderful!  Hosanna to the Son of David Hosanna! 
 
Part 2. Do You Hear what these Children Are Saying? Join Them! 
 The church leaders were looking down on Jesus and accusing him of allowing children to go on 
believing something so foolish.  Do you hear what these children are saying about you?  How can you let them 
carry on like that?  Stop them, Jesus.”  Jesus response is so beautiful.  Jesus not only approved it he arranged it!   
"Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, "'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?" 
 Jesus quoted from Psalm 8 which they would have known very well and had read thousands of times.  
Psalm 8 is surrounded by portions of scripture that deal with the attacks of God’s enemies, their evil lies and 
conspiracies, and their political and military plots to overturn God’s judgements and overthrown God’s 
Kingdom along with his people.  Psalm 8 is a song looking forward to when God’s great ruler will come, his 
chosen one, who will be a perfect ruler and save his people, establishing his kingdom of peace forever. The 
heavens declare the glory of the Lord, yet they cannot speak to us of God’s loving mercy and compassion.  That 
job God has given to little helpless babes.  I grew up with the King James version translation of ‘Out of the 
mouths of babes”.   
 How often my children have brought a smile to my face by just a few short words of trust in their Lord 
and Savior.  Sometimes they bring me to tears in guilt and shame that I their father and a pastor of God’s people 
need to strive and aspire to a faith like theirs, simple and strong.  In San Antonio, the popular sport was 
basketball and following the San Antonio Spurs.  Our whole neighborhood was extremely fanatical for their 
Spurs.  During the NBA playoffs my neighbor would set up a big screen in his garage and invite the 
neighborhood to watch it together.  During one game I came out of my house to see a crowd huddled in a circle 
at the end of his driveway.  I asked Rey, “What’s going on?” “Your Son is leading a prayer.”  I looked closer 
and sure enough a grade-schooler in the middle of the circle, surrounded by people.  The same people I had 
been worrying about trying to meet and talk with, was simply living life taking God at his word.  Oh, I wish I 
would learn that lesson and put it into practice more and more every day.   

Actually Jesus gives us all a goal as adults and leaders of our families that we should strive to have faith 
like our children. 
 NIV Matthew 18:2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the 
truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

How can we get this child like faith so simple and so strong?  Not because of our offerings.  Not because 
of our great sacrifices.  Not because of our keen control on our decisions. Not because of our faithful life of 
being good Christian citizens, good Christian families.  The good news of Jesus Christ in our homes, our 
churches and schools, fills us with this simple and strong belief that Jesus Christ is the lamb of God, and the 
Lord of the Universe.  A woman in the 1800’s was born with severe disabilities.  Her name was Charlotte.  She 



had constant pain and was bound to a wheel chair, unable to walk on her own.  She was thankfully born into a 
Christian family and baptized into God’s forgiven family.  She was a dearly loved child of God since she could 
remember.  But she struggled with feelings of meaninglessness, helplessness.  She at times was so depressed 
she felt she was good for nothing and better off dead.  Her doctor and friend asked her if she was a Christian 
one day.  She was offended that he would ask that.  But she continued to think on that question, Was she a 
Christian?  What could she do that Jesus Christ would need her or want her?  He told her, “Just come as you 
are. Just come as you are.” Charlotte Elliot then went to write a poem that has helped countless adults believe in 
Jesus like a little child.  Do You Hear What these Children Are Saying?  Hosanna to the Son of David!  Join 
with them as we sing Charlotte Elliot’s famous Christian Hymn: 
 
Just as I am - without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
-O Lamb of God, I come! 
 
Just as I am - and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
-O Lamb of God, I come! 
 
Just as I am - though toss'd about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
-O Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am - poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
-O Lamb of God, I come! 
 
Just as I am - Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
-O Lamb of God, I come! 
 
Just as I am - Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
-O Lamb of God, I come! 


