
Baptism of Jesus | January 2016 
NIV Luke 3:21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 
 
Introduction:  Choice is a power that runs throughout my life as a Christian man.  The lifelong choice a 
woman made so many years ago to be my wife truly humbles me and makes me want to prove her right.  The 
choice a teacher made in grade school to spend so much time with me to push me to excel as a leader changed 
me to believe I could be a leader.  The choice of my parents on Christian education and the sacrifice of sending 
me away to a Christian high school have made me the Christian man I am today.  And the most important 
choice in my life is the choice my Creator made to save me from sin, death and the devil, equipping me for an 
important exciting mission for His Kingdom fills my heart with courage and joy.  How powerful choice is in the 
life of a Christian! 
 The Baptism of Jesus Christ brings us the proven fact of God’s choice on Jesus as the One to be our 
Champion.  Jesus was approved by God and equipped by God for our Salvation Mission.  Our Own Baptism 
brings us the same comfort of God’s approval and the excitement of being equipped for a special mission for 
His Kingdom! 
 
Assured of God’s Approval and Equipped for our personal God Given Mission 
 
 As John the Baptist was preaching and teaching the people God’s Word of Law to confront their sinful 
selfish lives, he was also pointing to them that a chosen Savior would come from the Lord to take away their 
sins and live perfectly for them.  One day that chosen promised Savior appeared at the Jordan River among the 
crowd of men and women.  Jesus Christ came to be baptized along with all the rest of the sinners.  Everyone 
wading into the water that day was searching for peace with God….except one man from Nazareth born in 
Bethlehem.  He himself would be the peace everyone was searching for.  He, Jesus Christ, was the chosen one 
to be the champion for God’s people.  He would be victorious.  He would live a perfect holy life.  As he waded 
into the river, he was simply doing what no one else that day could do, go to baptism out of pure fear, love and 
trust in God and pure love for others.  He didn’t need his sins washed away or receive a new heart and new 
attitude from God.  He was there to be baptized for our salvation. 
 How do we know all this about Jesus Christ's baptism?  Before Jesus waded down into the Jordan River 
he said a prayer to God.  God answered his prayer, heaven was opened and God the Father spoke for all to hear.  
“You are my Son, whom I love, with you I am well pleased.”  God the Father spoke his approval of his Son’s 
life and His Son’s mission.  The Holy Spirit also gave his approval of Jesus Christ as he came to rest on him at 
his baptism.  Throughout scriptures God the Holy Spirit would come to rest on people as a sign of God’s choice, 
his approval as well as God’s choice for a special mission.   
 When God’s Spirit came to rest on a man in the old testament it was a sure sign of God’s approval and a 
special mission for the man.  For Jesus Christ the approval and mission is to the 100th degree.  Men like King 
David and Samson received God’s approval with his Spirit as well as a great mission, but Jesus Christ the very 
Son of God with his perfection and his power is sent on a mission against our worst enemies and to accomplish 
the one impossible heroic feat we could never have reached.  Jesus Christ was sent on a mission to live a perfect 
life for us and then defeat death once and for all his people.    
 At Jesus' Transfiguration God the Father once again gave his approval on the accomplishment of his 
perfect life as well as the rest of his mission of defeating death.  Jesus Christ accomplished the mission and 
willingly suffered at the hands of the Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers.   And then in his greatest act of love 
he gave up his life to die for us.  Through His Death he won the victory for us all.  Jesus Christ accomplished 
the salvation mission he was assigned to do for us.  He rose in glory, honor and power.  He lives and rules 
eternally as our Savior King.   
 
Part 2: Have you received God’s approval, His Spirit and an exciting important mission 



 When God’s Spirit came to rest on men like Samson and the rest of the Judges they were sent on heroic 
missions for God’s Kingdom.  Other men like Elijah and Elisha received God’s Spirit and were sent to preach 
and teach His Word or care for the needs of people in trouble.  For example prophets were sent to bring God’s 
Word of repentance and forgiveness accompanied with relief from drought in the form of rain and sometimes 
miraculous never ending food supplies.  Sometimes their mission even included bringing back the dead to serve 
their families. 
 “Pastor, I’m no Elijah or Elisha.  I’m no David.  I don’t look the part and I don’t have the heart…like 
those great men did.”  Oh really?  You think you are so different from men like Samson and David?  David was 
passed over by his own father.  His dad thought he was so insignificant when the prophet came to town he left 
David to work out in the pasture.  David might have gone from the pasture to the palace but he still had a sinful 
heart just like you a rotten core.  Samson and David both had a rotten core tainted with lust for women and 
wandering eyes.  From cover to core sinners are judged by God to be sinners.  Samson, David, Elijah, Elisha 
and all the apostles are the same with us from cover to core; sinful through and through.   
 “Pastor God chose them.  He chose them because they must have been better than others.  Better than 
me.”  Just as we are all the same sinners from cover to core, we are also chosen and approved by God all the 
same by faith in the chosen and approved Savior.  You have been chosen and approved by God not because of 
your cover or your core is less sinful than others.  You have received Christ’s righteousness.  For most of us we 
received Christ’s righteousness through Baptism.  At our Baptism God connected us to the One chosen and 
approved to be our champion.    We also received the Holy Spirit at our Baptism; a guarantee of God’s approval 
but more than that.  We have received equipment and a special mission from God.   
 NIV Galatians 3:27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
NIV Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 
 Being connected to Christ we are connected to His perfect life for us.  By that perfect life we are 
accepted and approved before God as his dearly loved sons and daughters.  We also are connected to Christ’s 
death and resurrection.  His death was the victory over the devil and sin.  His resurrection was the victory over 
death itself.  Jesus' death is ours.  Jesus' resurrection is ours.  That is our equipment, our high tech spiritual 
weapons for our mission.   
 NIV Romans 6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 
means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection. 
 The truth of my sin crushes my spirit.  As I remember the selfish sins I have committed, I want to hide 
from my loved ones and from my friends and from my Lord.  You can try and hide from friends and family but 
the Lord sees all and one day we will stand face to face with the one who knows all of our sins.  The Devil 
comes with his lies and temptations to make us feel trapped, imprisoned, helpless, powerless.  But the truth is 
the jail door of guilt, shame and regret is not locked.  Christian men and women, my brothers and sisters in 
Christ you are free.  Jesus Christ the one approved by God has already paid for your release.  He has already 
made amends for all your sins.  You are free from God’s anger, freed from death, freed from the power of sin 
and temptation.  You can choose to get out.   

Do you believe you are accepted and approved by God the Father?  Do you believe you are chosen and 
gifted by God?  Do you believe you are connected to Christ’s death and Christ’s resurrection victories?  Then 
lift up your head, come out of hiding in your guilt and shame.  Choose to pick up your high tech spiritual 
weapons, read the Word of God, search the Word of God, and think about the Word of God. Choose to 
accomplish the special mission the Lord your loving Savior has given to you.  Share the word with your family.  
Give your resources to spreading the word.  You are a baptized believer in Jesus Christ, approved by God and 
equipped by God for a special mission.  You can choose to overcome temptation.  You can choose to turn away 
from sin.  You can choose to read the Word.  You can choose to give your time in support of the preaching and 
teaching of the word.   
 Choice is a powerful thing in our lives isn’t it?  Whose life will you change with your choice? 


