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Words from Pastor Ryan   
Hi. And, farewell. I was wondering how to best ease 
into it, but good-byes are just as hard for pastors as 
they are for people, especially when the familial love 
of a faith family is so rich. So, it is probably best to 
say ‘Farewell” at the beginning, knowing that for us 
Christians, there really are no ‘goodbyes,’ rather times 
to gather and times to scatter, times to separate and 
times for reunion.  
Channel your inner author from Ecclesiastes 3, and 
hear God Himself speak through His prophet: “For 
everything that happens in life, there is a season, a 
right time for everything under heaven.” 
As you know, I am at a major transition in my 
personal ministry. The next chapter is unknown; it 
is very much an “Abraham and Sarah” sort-of-a-
moment. And yet, I have great trust that God will 
provide, even as I commit to being present with my 
family.  
Here are some final thoughts from me to you, a great 
congregation – one that has grown in good faith, in 
numbers, in generosity, in hospitality, and in love.
I was taught it in this way: Pastoring is first and 
foremost a spiritual gift. Validation and education 
make for the title ‘Reverend,’ but a pastor is not a 
pastor until a people invite and encourage. A pastor 
works to shape a people, and finally becomes a pastor 
as the people shape him.  
God has blessed us with 10 ½ years together. 
Word and Sacrament ministry here has been an 
otherworldly blessing, and I thank you for the 
privilege and honor of serving you through births and 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, meals, auctions, fairs, 
Bible Studies, plays and programs, singing, praying, 
preaching, fellowship, and friendship. I remember it 
all, and I hope to ever retain the experiences we’ve 
shared.  
By God’s grace, we’ve torn down old ideas in favor 
of planting new ones. We’ve balanced tradition with 
innovation. We’ve had disagreements and resolutions.  
We’ve been blessed to challenge one another and 
forgive one another.  
We have become a faith family that keeps one foot 
behind the altar and one foot in the community. We’ve 
forged many partnerships with our hospital, schools, 
food shelf, shelters, and neighbors. As God has blessed 
this place through your own generosity, you’ve been 
able to tend the facility and grounds of this place to 
make it a regional gem, an invitation for other faith 
families to dream, and a true sanctuary for all who 

simply need to come and go to where God’s grace is. 
In all this, we have bonded and grown in wonderful 
ways while very palpably experiencing mercy, grace, 
joy, and love. The Lord has blessed us in more ways 
than we can count. As God has been with us, He will 
continue to do so, forever showing us that whatever 
we may think to be impossible, God Himself will 
make possible.  
Pastors are called to a particular place, for a particular 
time, with a particular purpose, among a particular 
people. We may not have accomplished everything 
that we had hoped for together, yet still much has 
been accomplished, and there is more work to do. And 
so it is now that you, as a faith family, will prepare for 
and discern whom you may call as your next pastor.  
Meantime, you must trust that whenever you have 
need of a pastor, one will be available. God will not 
leave you alone or forsaken. As you wait and work 
and worship, do trust that God already knows who 
your next pastor will be.
And again, meantime, knowing you are not alone, 
hold fast to these particular promises that are yours 
in Christ: Our Lord Jesus promised to make a home 
in your heart (John 14:23); Jesus Himself will fill you 
with His Holy Spirit of courage and comfort (John 
14:26); and, in all this, Jesus will sustain you with an 
otherworldly peace (John 14:27). 
Author Mary Lindberg said it best: “Holding these 
promises as gifts, as we part our ways gracefully, how 
can we not open these precious gifts that Jesus has 
given? A home in Him, the courage to move forward, 
onward, and the peace that will navigate many 
unknowns. And, we’ll trust that God is staying with 
those whom we love for many more seasons.”
In the seasons to come, here’s a thing that I would like 
you to remember, and something that I will commend 
myself to remember as well – St. Luke’s will always 
be a part of me, and I will always be a part of you. 
Thank you for all of your patience, kindness, mercy, 
grace, generosity, and love that you have shown me 
and my family. May God bless you with the best of 
His good gifts in this new season that you are about to 
begin. May God grant it that you continue to grow in 
faith, hope, and love, worshipping the Lord with your 
whole heart, mind, body, and spirit. And remember, 
for as much as in you is ready, willing, and able – do 
everything to the glory of God. 
To God be all glory forever and ever!  
Jesus Bless – Pastor Ryan      
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WORSHIP
Sundays – 8 & 10:30 am worship & recorded online.
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SERVICE
LWML Prayer Service
The power of prayer is immeasurable. Please join the 
LWML at their annual prayer service on Tues., Feb. 7 
at 2 pm, at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

Women’s Group  The Women’s Group will meet 
Saturday, February 18th at 9:00 a.m. outside the kitch-
en area. We welcome all women of the congregation 
to attend. We’d love to have you join us. Our meeting 
generally lasts about an hour and afterward we enjoy 
some fellowship with coffee and a treat. 
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie 
Mealey 715-338-6812 for more information.

Men’s Group All men of St. Luke’s are welcome to 
join us on the second Saturday of each month at 8 am. 
We usually meet in the Fellowship Hall area. 

BOFM   
•  National Youth Gathering 2025  Please bring 
fundraising ideas to Teri Mattmiller. 

•  Can Recycling: When you have aluminum cans 
to discard – a trailer is located next to the church’s 
garage. We ask that ONLY aluminum cans are in 
the bags. Other recyclables, aluminum foil & pans, 
etc. are not accepted and decrease the price we 
receive when mixed with the cans. Thank you!

Service
•  Snow Tubing: We are sponsoring our annual 
snow tubing event on Sunday, February 19 at the 
Badlands. We will have a pizza lunch at the church 
after late service and then head over for some Winter 
fun! Cost is $13 per person. A sign up will be up prior 
to the date. You have to sign up by February 17 so 
the tickets can be purchased ahead of time.  
Thank you.

2023 Contribution Envelopes
The company that prints our boxed weekly contribution 
envelopes had mechanical problems and our order 
is delayed. I will get the boxed envelopes out as 
soon as they are delivered. Until then, please use 
generic contribution envelopes temporarily. There 
is a line on them to write your contribution number. 
There are some on the table by the 2023 packets of 
envelopes, which are in the narthex for those that give 
monthly. If you have been thinking about changing to 
electronic giving through Vanco Mobile or to monthly 
envelope packets, now would be a good time to do 
it! Contact Sheryl Peterson if you want a packet of 
envelopes or have any questions. 715-248-3007 or 
sheryllpeterson@yahoo.com
Statements are also available in the Narthex!

Ladies enjoy creating their own cupcake decorations. See more photos on page 5.
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MISSIONS
LWML   
St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Women in Missions 
would like to invite all 
members of St. Luke’s to join us on Tuesday, February 
7, 2023 at 2:00pm for our annual Prayer Service, titled 
“My Soul Rejoices”. You can look forward to a joyous 
and uplifting worship service filled with hymns, the 
Word, and prayer. Afterwards join us for fellowship and 
refreshments. Don’t forget to invite a friend!
If you have mites to contribute, they can be left in the 
large Mite Box on the table at the top of the stairs to the 
fellowship hall. More mite boxes are available there as 
well. Mites can also be put in the offering plate. Mites 
help support missions at the national level as well as at 
the district level. These are the North Wisconsin District 
goals for 2022-2024.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact Pat 
Strege (715-246-6333). If you need a ride to the 
meeting, contact Sheryl Peterson (715-248-3007).

Calling Young Women
LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) has 
a great opportunity for young women, between the 
ages of 22-35, to attend the National Convention 
June 22–25, 2023 in Milwaukee, WI as a Young 
Woman Representative (YWR). The North 
Wisconsin District will pick up the expenses as she 
experiences God’s love as we “Celebrate the Lord 
of the Nations”. Our focus is missions and learning 
more about our Lord and Savior through Bible Study. 
A YWR candidate will meet with other YWR’s from 
around the country and be immersed in the YWR 
experience. She will bring her experience back to 
the district and encourage other young women in 
their walk with the Lord. If you are interested, please 
contact Pat Strege at 715-246- 6333. Thank you 
for considering being a YWR and the opportunity to 
expand your knowledge and love of our Lord through 
the LWML.

February Dedicated Mission:  
Lutheran World Relief
Lutheran World Relief saves 
and improves lives in the 
poorest parts of the world. We will persist until your 
love reaches every neighbor.
You will find us in Ukraine, Nepal, Nigeria and 
Tanzania to name a few of the many areas we are 
working to make a difference. To learn more go 
online and read about how LWR works in the world.
Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the 
end of World War II, grounded in Lutheran theology 
and building on decades of experience, Lutheran 
World Relief tackles global poverty by helping people 
adapt to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods 
and well-being. We work with people based on need, 
regardless of race, religion or nationality and we 
do not evangelize. We provide aid in emergencies 
and help families restore their lives. We partner with 
communities to build and grow rural economies. 
We break the cycle of poverty, so families and 
communities can thrive. Our goal is to help people 
build self-sufficiency and create new community-
owned approaches to problem-solving that will last 
long after our projects end.
There are many ways you can be involved by 
making kits, donating money, purchasing livestock or 
buying coffee to name a few. Learn more at  
www.lwr.org.

Missions

 

2 Mission Tidings Winter 2023 
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Fellowship Fun Day!

Above, Jesse and Norah Klopp demonstrated cake decorating techniques at the recent Women’s 
Fellowship Fun day. At right and below you can see some of their beautiful handiwork. They are so 
pretty, almost too good to eat!

Several ladies joined in the fun to decorate  
their own cupcakes after the demonstration. I  
bet it is more difficult than in looks! 
In addition to the cake/cupcake demonstration, there was also blood pressure readings by Terri Mattmiller 
available, and also cards were done by Jan and Sheryl. Guests were encouraged to bring projects to work on, 
as well as to join in on a potluck lunch. Thanks to all who attended!



Sunday School News

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Feb.  12 – Project Sunday
Feb.  26 – Children sing (end of 8:00am)

March 26 – Children sing (Beg. of 10:30am)

Board of Family 
Ministries

Board Members
Terri Mattmiller, Kirstin 

Mehls, Rachel Townsend, 
Stacy Warner and Julie 

Zuberbier

February 
NEWS
Hello Parents,
Can you believe we are already at the end of January and heading 
fast into February and the Lenten season. There are many changes 
ahead for all of us as we navigate our way through a new normal in 
the next few months.
In February we will celebrate Ash Wednesday with Lenten worship 
to follow. Do you know what Lent is all about and why we celebrate 
it in our church?
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, a holy day where individuals are 
encouraged to recognize their faults as humans and take the time to repent 
for their sins. The actual date of Ash Wednesday is calculated by counting 
backward from Easter Sunday.
Easter Sunday always falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon and 
after the spring equinox. During the spring equinox, the amount of daylight 
and nighttime are equal. This year, that falls on February 22, so Easter 
Sunday will fall on April 9th. 
Lent lasts 40 days and is a symbolic representation of the 40 years the people 
of Israel spent in the desert with Moses. It also symbolizes the 40 days Jesus 
spent in the desert before beginning his public ministry.
Below are the Sunday School lessons for February: 

●  2/05 – Comfort in Captivity
●  2/12 – Project 
●  2/19 – A Trap and a Release
●  2/26 – Homecoming Hopes

God’s Blessings, Sunday School Staff

We are sending the newsletter electronically as well. If you do not receive 
the newsletter, please contact Karrie Lynch at karrie7660@gmail.com to  
be added to the distribution list.
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When: March 3,2023 

Where:    St Luke’s Lutheran Church 
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February 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45pm
Confirmation 6pm
Choir 7pm

2  
GA 7pm

3
 

4 
 

5   
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am  
HS BibleStudy 9:20am
Story Time 9:30 am
Welcome Members
Farewell Pastor Ryan

6 7  
Bible Study 
8:45am
LWML Prayer 
Service 2pm

8 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45pm
Confirmation 6pm
Choir 7pm

9  
Willow River 
Quilt 6:30 pm 
GA 7pm

10
Golden Girls

11 
Men’s 8am

12  
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am  
HS BibleStudy 9:20am
Story Time 9:30 am

13  14 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

15  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45pm
Confirmation 6pm
Choir 7pm

16 
GA 7pm

17 18
Women’s 9am

19   
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am  
HS BibleStudy 9:20am
Story Time 9:30 am
Pizza & Snow Tubing

20  
 

21 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

22   
Ash Wednesday 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45pm
No Confirmation
Worship 7pm
Choir 

23 

GA 7pm

24 25

26
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am  
HS BibleStudy 9:20am
Story Time 9:30 am

27  28 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

Join Us on Sunday, 
February 5
Please join us February 5th in 
recognizing Pastor Ryan for his 
years of service to St. Luke’s 
and our community. The Men’s 
and Women’s Groups will be 
hosting a cake and coffee get 
together in the Fellowship Hall 
in between our 8 & 10:30 am 
services.

BOFM Easter Egg Hunt
On Sunday, March 26th at 
noon (following 2nd service). 
We are hosting an Easter Egg 
Hunt. Outdoors if weather 
permits, indoors if not. 
We will meet in the church 
fellowship hall for pizza 
followed by an egg hunt. 
Everyone is invited! 


