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Words from Pastor Ryan   
Recently, we as a faith family marched through the 
parables that Jesus offers in Luke’s Gospel – some as 
familiar as The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool, 
and some not as familiar. Regardless of familiarty, 
when Jesus speaks, we hang on every Word. As 
we hang on each Word, we have opportunity to 
embrace God’s truth or ignore it; to be ashamed of 
it or to delight in it. The task to embrace God’s truth 
and delight in it comes with conviction – the kind of 
conviction that says, “Yes, I believe,” and the kind of 
conviction that cuts to the heart, bringing us out of the 
convenience of our confession into something more 
communal.  
On this note, Brennan Manning reflects the 
transparency of Christian confession. In his work The 
Importance of Being Foolish, Manning catalogues the 
kind of sage wisdom that has been spoken concerning 
the Christian walk – meant to be more than a 
confession, but a community standing against the 
world. Here are a few things Manning shares, that we 
might chew on as individuals within our faith family: 
“Consider Kierkegaard, who describes two types 
of Christians: those who imitate Jesus Christ and a 
second, much cheaper brand – those who are content 
to admire Him; the cheaper brand is happy to look 
at the picture of Jesus’ life and work, but those who 
imitate, like a modern St. Paul, 
enter the picture, and join in the 
drama, that is to say the drama 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection.”
“Consider the likes of The Rich 
Fool and The Rich Young Ruler 
– like these, often the words we 
use and the way we describe 
our life in Christ bears only a 
thin resemblance to where we 
really are. We boast in our giving 
because it hides our withholding. 
We allow ourselves to believe 
that we are capable of loving one 
another, but we lean more on 
sentiment than on action.”
“Thomas Merton writes: “In 
many yet certain moments, 
we only consider those things 
Christian that are convenient 
spiritually. We love ideals and 
intentions, but when reality hits, 
we stray from the inconvenient, 

from action and commitment. We consider what 
God leads us to desire, to dream, to imagine.  These 
things are indeed beautiful, nevertheless convenient. 
Spiritually, pretty thoughts are not enough; these lead 
us to ignore charity and seeing others’ needs in life 
itself.” 
“Now, we wrestle with temptation on all sides: greed, 
personal conquest, exploitation, and the neglect of 
those poor and on the margins. Even among our 
brothers and sisters, we are inclined to seek our 
own benefits, our own agendas – so our response is 
not that of a generous heart and a listening ear, but 
denouncing others as we walk away. In this, we are 
all implicated. I say this not to grieve spirits, but to 
plumb the depth of the Gospel, which presses us 
into a painful honesty, if only to repent and receive 
divine forgiveness and healing. Though The Rich Fool 
convinces himself to relax, eat, drink, and be merry, 
we are led in Christ to hear that kind of desperate 
panting and consider ourselves: ‘Shall I join The Rich 
Fool, or return to the Spirit of the Gospel?’”
“In Christ, we are meant of course to repent and 
return. We are meant to trade convenience for 
conviction. Why live an abundant lie instead of an 
abundant life? Merton’s conclusion: “Let us not be so 
crass to forget: what the Gospel of Jesus Christ offers 

us is, not a false peace, enabling 
us to avoid life together, but a 
sincere and rich grace, enabling 
us to courageously accept the 
bitter truth of our failings; to then 
abandon our agendas, our egos, 
and the momentum of spiritual 
convenience – and instead – 
submit to the demands of Jesus’ 
own commands, demands, and 
promises, that we may give 
ourselves generously to every 
effort asked of us by God.”  
On the doorstep of a season 
imbued so rich with harvest, 
gratitude, generosity, and 
Christian charity, O God, let 
it be that we as Your people 
would abandon convenience for 
community. Amen. 

Jesus Bless!  
Pastor Ryan    
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Join us for Family Fun  
Night Friday, Sept. 16
Mark your calendars for a fun night 
with bonfire and s’more bar. Starts 
at 6:30 pm.
Bring a lawn chair and come enjoy 
some s’mores and fellowship!

WOMEN’S GROUP
The Women’s Group will resume our monthly meet-
ings on Saturday, September 17 at 9:00. We will 
meet in the area outside the kitchen. All women of  
St. Luke’s are invited. Please join us!  
If you have questions about the Women’s Group, or 
need a ride to the meeting, contact Sheryl Peterson 
at 715-248-3007.

MISSIONS

LWML  St. Luke’s Lutheran Women in 
Missions will meet on Tuesday, September 
6 at 2:00 in the Conference Room. All 
women are invited to join us for our bible 
study and business meeting, followed by 
refreshments.
We are still collecting for Orphan Grain Train hygiene 
kits in honor of LWML’s 80th anniversary. See the list 
of items to donate in the narthex. THANK YOU to 
everyone that has already donated items!
If you have mites to contribute, they can be left in the 
large Mite Box on the table at the top of the stairs to 
the fellowship hall. More mite boxes are available there 
as well. Mites can also be put in the offering plate. 
Mites help support mission grants like Spiritual and 
Physical Food for Children of Peru – La Mision 
Luterana del Peru. Castillo Fuerte (Mighty Fortress) 
Mercy House is an outreach of the LCMS Missions in 
Latin America and the Caribbean that was started in 
2013. The people of Lima are unable to fully finance 
the work of the Mercy House, and the work of our 
missionaries, who feed the souls with the Word of God 
and show the love of Christ by feeding the parents and 
children’s stomachs. 
Families come to receive food for their physical bodies, 
and they stay because of Jesus’ love for them as 
He feeds them the spiritual food which sustains their 
souls. For some of these children this is the only meal 
they will have all day. Children learn to pray at Castillo 
Fuerte Mercy House. Besides providing education, 
care for physical bodies, and extra-curricular activities, 

WORSHIP
Sundays – 9 am worship & recorded online.
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Rally Day and Service Changes  
Coming Sunday, September 11 
Rally Day which marks the beginning of Sunday 
School in the Fall is Sunday, Sept. 11. Registration 
is in this newsletter but also available in the church 
narthex. We have also included a sample letter to 
parents. 
As many of you know we are looking for some help 
with supplies, glue, clorox wipes, and kleenex/tissue.
On this date we will also be changing back to our reg-
ular 8 and 10:30 am services on Sundays. The 8 am 
service will continue to be streamed online.

Preschool Story Time starting this Fall  
The church library is excited to offer preschool story 
time! Story time will begin 9:30 (during the Sunday 
School hour) starting September 18. We will read sto-
ries, sing songs, and have toys and books for the little 
ones to play with.
Parents are welcome to join, or to attend adult Bible 
study, which is adjacent to the library, so you’ll be right 
nearby if your child needs you.
I will be available to meet parents and children and an-
swer questions on Rally Day. I look forward to sharing 
the Gospel with our littlest members through books! 

“How, then, do we instill a love for God in 
children? Simply by telling them the Story— 
the Story of how God loves His children and 

comes to rescue them.” –Sally Lloyd Jones 

SERVICE
BOFM  Can Recycling: 
We recently recycled 170 lbs of aluminum cans and 
the proceeds went to the Nat’l Youth Gathering fund. 
Please keep us in mind when you have aluminum cans 
to discard – a trailer is located next to the church’s 
garage. We ask that ONLY aluminum cans are in 
the bags. Other recyclables, discarded aluminum foil 
& pans, etc. are not accepted and decrease the price 
we receive when mixed with the cans. Thank you for 
your support!

continued on page 4

Service
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Castillo Fuerte puts a big emphasis on the Word of the 
Lord. Children have daily prayer and chapel services, 
learn Luther’s Small Catechism and hear Bible stories. 
Afterwards children take home what they have learned 
about Jesus and share it with their families. Parents 
come to the church asking to learn more about the 
Bible, be taught to pray, and to understand what their 
children are learning about Jesus. The healing power 
of Christ’s love and redemption shine into the broken 
lives of the families, making them whole. 
In Lima, a city of over 10 million people, children often 
times find themselves alone while parents work 12 
hour days trying to provide enough money to keep 
the family feed and out of poverty. Children are left to 
look out for each other against the dangers of the city: 
the dark streets, thieves, gangs, drugs and predators 

continued on page 8

of all types. Castillo Fuerte serves these vulnerable 
children by providing a safe space away from these 
dangers, while caring for both body and soul. This 
grant will partner with La Mision Luterana and Castillo 
Fuerte to work together to care for the children and 
families of Lima by providing for the needs of the body 
and of the soul. Castillo Fuerte cares for the children of 
the community in a three-fold way, with competencies 
in education, health, and life ministries. They seek to 
provide wholistic care for the children and their families, 
providing for the needs of their bodies intellectually, 
emotionally, and physically, as well as spiritually. This is 
done through daily activities Monday through Saturday, 
as well as through special events like public health 
education classes.
Venazuelan refugees arriving in Lima often find 
themselves with no money, no work, no place to live 
and no friends or contacts to help them. Castillo Fuerte 
and La Mision Luterana have opened the doors to 
these refugees, helping them find shelter and food, and 
helping them adjust to life in a new country. Venezuelan 
refugees are about 20% of the children at Castillo 
Fuerte and 35% of the church’s attendance. This is 
notable as the refugees are only about 3% of the total 
population of Lima. These Venezuelan refugees and 
their children are some of the most vulnerable and at-
risk population in all of the city, as such they are truly 
in need of help and aid. Mercy House finds joy and 
blessings in serving these desperate, hurting families 
both in body and in spirit.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact Annette 
Jones (715-494-0201).

September Dedicated Mission:  
Feed My Starving Children
The world is in crisis, but God is at work.
War in Ukraine. Drought in Angola. Civil war in 
Myanmar. Famine in Somalia. A hunger crisis is 
spreading across the globe. Despite it all, we are filled 
with hope. God is at work through you. In the face of 
great need, you can help.
With your generosity, we can send millions of urgently 
needed meals directly where they’re needed most. Will 
you help?

• $88 feeds a child for a year
• $365 feeds a family for a year
• $1,866 feeds a classroom of 20 kids for a year
• $10,000 feeds a village

Become a part of Something Greater today. Whether 

Missions

A picture from Mercy House of children praying:
Below children going home on the streets of Lima:

continued from page 3
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Celebrates 80 years!
In celebration of our 80th birthday, LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League) was challenged to do 
or make 80 of something. As a group, St. Luke’s 
LWML had decided to gather and assemble 80 
hygiene kits to be distributed by Orphan Grain Train, 
a world relief organization that most of us are familiar 
with. 
A hygiene kit includes: 
1 bath towel,  1 wash cloth,
1 bath size bar of soap,  1 plastic soap box holder,
1 toothbrush,  1 sturdy comb, 
6 band aids (1/2” or 3/4”),  1 small package tissues, 
1 nail clipper, and  1 piece strong ribbon/cord. 
The items are rolled up in the towel, then the 
ribbon or cord ties it together. We are providing this 
information to invite members of our congregation to 
join us in this effort. We have baskets for you to place 
the items you have collected. You can donate just one 
item or several depending on how much you want to 
participate. We will be collecting all year or until we 
have reached our goal or decide to keep going. We 
would appreciate your prayers and participation so 
that we may make a difference in people’s lives who 
need our help. 
Some other notes about the items we are collecting: 
Dark colored linens are recommended and do not 
donate items with religious, camouflage, patriotic or 
military symbols.
Please join us and know that our love and that of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ is sent with each packaged kit. 
Together we can accomplish so much and may God 
continue to bless your life as you serve Him. 

The Windows of St. Lukes
LIGHT OF THE WORLD:  Christ’s Life As Told in the Gospel According to St. Luke
Do you know the story of the windows of St. Luke’s? 
If not, we will tell you about it each month beginning 
in April. Here is the guide to the stained glass 
windows in the sanctuary of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New Richmond, WI. 
The theme for the eight windows comes from the 
name of the church - St. Luke’s. Starting with the left 
front window and proceeding counter-clock-wise, 
each window depicts a scene from the life of Jesus as 
told in the gospel according to St. Luke. Luke’s gospel 
tells how Christ came to preach the Good News and 
spent His life serving those in need.
The colors in the border around each window relate 
to the liturgical colors of the church year. 

The windows were designed by Stanley Hildreth 
and crafted by Gaytee Stained Glass Company of 
Minneapolis. They were completed in 1988.
It is hoped that all who view them will learn from 
their message, and find inspiration and comfort.
The sixth window Jesus Healing the Sick
“Go…and tell what you have seen and heard; the 
blind can see… the lame can walk…the deaf can 
hear…the dead are raised to life…How happy are 
those who have no doubts about Me.”  Luke 7: 21-22
Luke’s gospel is filled with over a dozen accounts of 
Jesus healing people from various diseases—physical 
and spiritual. To many of these, He emphasized 
“Your faith has made you whole.”
While faith may not heal all earthly disease, God still 
does perform miracles. With faith we can also look 
to God’s eternal home where He will wipe away all 
tears from our eyes and there will be no more grief, or 
crying, or pain. 
This window was donated by Walter Cox.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grief Support Group 
Bakken-Young Funeral & Cremation Services sponsors a six-week  

grief support group for adults who are grieving the death of a loved one.   
Group will be offered in person.   

 
 

Mondays, 6:00-7:00pm 
Sept 12, 19, 26, Oct 3, 10, 17, 2022 

at New Richmond United Methodist Church 
209 E Second Street, New Richmond, WI 54017 

 
RSVP by September 9, 2022 with your name and email 

Julia Rajtar, Grief Support Coordinator,  
by email julia.rajtar@bakken-young.com, or text or call 715-781-4003. 

Web:  www.bakken-young.com 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/bakkenyoung 

 
 

Our next 6 week session begins Oct. 24 in River Falls, see our Grief Support page 
for more information https://bakken-young.com/grief-support/ 

 
 
 

LIVING, LOVING, Remembering 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Sunday School Registration Form

            2022-2023
STUDENT INFORMATION
First Name: Middle Name:

Last Name: Birthdate:

Baptism Date: Grade Entering:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Home#:  

PLEASE LIST BELOW ANY ALLERGIES YOUR CHILD HAS:
________________________________________________         

 _______________________________________________

________________________________________________  

________________________________________________

 
 

________________________________________         

 _______________________________________

________________________________________  

________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION
 

First Name: Last Name:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Home#:                                Cell#: Email:

In Case of an Emergency (Circle best way to reach you)                         Home               Cell 

First Name: Last Name:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Home#:                              Cell#: Email:

In Case of an Emergency (Circle best way to reach you)                        Home               Cell 

Currently a member of St. Luke’s (circle one)           Yes               No

If no, what is your church affiliation? __________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive St. Luke’s Monthly Newsletter by email? (circle one)          Yes             No

 Email address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Does your child sing or play a musical instrument? Sing:       Yes             No    Instrument:           Yes             No

 If so what instrument do they play? Piano, Trumpet, Clarinet, Drums, Guitar or other? _____________________________________

Sunday,  
Sept. 11, 2022 

Sunday School starts

Sunday,  
Sept. 11, 2022  

Rally Day
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 September 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  
GA 7pm

 2  3  
 

4   
Worship 9 am  

5  
Labor Day 
Office closed

6  
Bible Study 
8:45am
LWML 2pm

7 
Women’s Brkfst 
No Worship 

8  
Willow River 
Quilt 6:30 pm
GA 7pm

9
Golden Girls 
noon

10 
Men’s 8am

11  Rally Day 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am  

12  
Staff 11:30 am

13 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

14  
Women’s Brkfst 
Confirmation  
Parent & Family 
5:30-6:30pm
No worship

15 
GA 7pm

16 
BOFM  
Bonfire
6:30pm

17
Women’s 
Group 9am
Wedding  
Offsite

18 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am  
Preschool time 9:30am

19  
Staff 11:30 am
 

20 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

21  
Women’s Brkfst 
No Confirmation
No worship

22 
GA 7pm

23 24

25 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am
Sunday school 9:20am
Preschool time 9:30am  

26  
Staff 11:30 am

27 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

28  
Women’s Brkfst 
Confirmation 
Acolyte training 
6-6:45pm
No worship

29 
GA 7pm

30 

Newsletter 
deadline

you can afford a monthly gift of $5 or $500, it’s not the size of your 
donation that matters — it’s the depth of our commitment, together. 
Side by side, month after month, we’re doing Something Greater.
Something Greater Exclusives
We know you’ll want to join Something Greater to bring food where 
it’s needed most — but here are a few extra reasons you’ll love 
being a part of this community:
•  Quarterly Something Greater community impact reports. Small 

steps can add up to huge transformation, and we’ll let you know 
just how much this community has accomplished together.

•  First-look stories. Behind-the-scenes accounts that hit this group 
before anyone else.

•  Exclusive FMSC MarketPlace™ discounts. Year-round discounts 
on Something Greater items as well as special discounts on 
artisan-crafted goods throughout the year.

continued from page 4


