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Words from Pastor Ryan   
Humility. Discussing humility makes the parties 
involved sound less humble. To keep the topic hidden 
away makes it difficult to model or teach it.  Where 
do we land? Similar to the spiritual gifts of mercy, 
compassion, and hospitality, humility may not be 
discussed as much as its simply modeled. You may 
know a few humble 
folks in your orbit that 
you admire—these 
are the people of a 
quiet strength and a 
fervent faith; these 
are the folks who take 
in conversation, and 
when they speak, their 
contribution is not only 
noted, but considered 
well-found, mature 
wisdom. And yet, 
their success in good 
faith and devotion 
is not something 
often discussed. It’s 
contagious in its own 
right among fellow 
Christians, and isn’t that 
how it should be?  
Humility. Our model for humility is our Lord and 
Savior Jesus. If you’ve been practicing the Christian 
faith for any length of time, you know this. We 
wouldn’t even have the beginnings of a definition of 
humility if it weren’t for the headlong self-sacrifice 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Seemingly, something of 
self-sacrifice is only the beginning of what it is to be 
humble.  
Humility. I’ve been studying this topic lately as part 
of a personal devotion, one that revolves around three 
key words each year. I’ve chosen the words, and I’m 
meant to consider each in rotation, month by month, 
the cycle repeating. Now halfway through the year, 
I’ve twice visited each topic: Devotion, Mercy, and 
Humility.  
Humility. In my current sifting of humility, I’m taking 
inventory of a few mentions of it from conversation 
with a friend. Part of the conversation went: “Well, 
as Christians, we’re meant to consider ourselves to be 
the most grievous of sinners, especially as we look to 
weigh the sins of others; that in itself is a humbling 
humility.” Not bad, I think.  

Humility. Another part of the conversation went, 
“You know, the moment in the New Testament where 
I consider Jesus most humble, is in His judgment 
and forgiveness of the woman who was caught in 
adultery, in John 8.” As a refresher, here’s how that 
account played out: 

“The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
brought in a woman caught in adultery. 
They made her stand before the group 
and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman 
was caught in the act of adultery. In the 
Law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?’ They 
were using this question as a trap, in order 
to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus 
bent down and started to write on the 
ground with his finger. When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and 
said to them, ‘If any one of you is without 
sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at 
her’. . . . At this, those who heard began to 
go away one at a time, the older ones first, 
until only Jesus was left with the woman 
still standing there. Jesus straightened 
up and asked her, ‘Dear woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?’ 
‘No one, Sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do 

I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave 
your life of sin’” (John 8:3–11).
And so it goes before us as individuals and as a faith 
family —Jesus’ presentation of humility is not one that 
will shy away from sin. Yet, in the naming of sin and 
evil, in the very confrontation of the sin itself, even 
our Lord Jesus approaches the topic with a repentant 
understanding. Though our Lord Jesus need not 
repent of anything, His model helps us to temper 
humility with understanding, so that in the process 
of observing and naming sin, we’ll have first done 
this for our own sake, and leave our lives of sin in the 
process. 
If what we read in Scripture is true—it is!—and what 
we sing of the same is a prayer in truth—it is!—then 
we take to heart in a new and refreshing way the way 
we stand, humbly in Christ, in the face of our Heaven-
ly Father. How does that go? We stand humbly, just 
as we are, without one plea, except that Christ’s blood 
was shed for us.  
Humility. Humility indeed. To God Be All Glory! 
Blessings, Pastor Ryan   
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Women’s Group  
The Women’s Group is taking time to enjoy our  
Wisconsin summer. Our next meeting will be  
Saturday, September 17th, at 9 am. See you then!

Help Needed Five Loaves
When you are out grocery shopping, please think  
of Five Loaves Food Shelf. We are serving over 700 
people a month (up 200 from previous months.) 
Donations can be dropped off at Two Fish Thrift Store 

Mon., Thurs., Fri.: 10 to 4:30 
Tues., Sat.: 10 to 1  |  Wed. 10 to 6 

Here are some items we are in need of:
• Baked Beans
• Canned Potatoes
•  Canned Tomatoes (not diced)
•  Pasta (no spaghetti or elbow)
•  Raisin Bran or Corn Flakes
•  Instant Oatmeal (Packets)
• Kid-Friendly Cereals
• Ramen
• BBQ Sauce
•  Baking Items –  

Cake &/or  
Brownie Mix,  
Frosting, Brown or  
Powdered Sugar

• Maxi Pads
• Tampons
•  Diaper – Size 2, 4  

and 6
• Body Wash

WORSHIP
Sundays – 9 am worship & recorded online.
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Summertime Bible Study  
Join Pastor Ryan after Sunday Service this Summer 
for Bible Study! Our next series is inspired by author 
Chris Tiegreen’s “At His Feet” devotional. “The BE 
Series” makes us visit those places in Jesus’ teach-
ing where all disciples are instructed to “be:” Be 
Prepared; Be Trustworthy; Be Sacrificial; Be Ready; 
Be Wise. “The BE Series Bible Study will take place 
10:20–11am, Sunday mornings, in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

SERVICE
BOFM  
Help Needed We need help for the Fun Fest parade 
on July 10th! We need 10 volunteers!
Job is simple, people need to stand at the street 
intersections of the parade route. We get $500 for 
helping with the parade to go towards the NYG. 
Contact Terri Mattmiller with any questions or if you 
can help.
Can Recycling: We recently recycled 170 lbs of 
aluminum cans and the proceeds went to the Nat’l 
Youth Gathering fund. Please keep us in mind when 
you have aluminum cans to discard – a trailer is 
located next to the church’s garage. We ask that 
ONLY aluminum cans are in the bags. Other 
recyclables, discarded aluminum foil & pans, etc. are 
not accepted and decrease the price we receive when 
mixed with the cans. Thank you for your support!

Please pray for our youth and chaperones this month 
when they are at the National Youth Gathering.It runs 
from July 9-13 in Houston, TX. 
I believe you can follow some of the happenings by 
checking it out on Facebook or other social media. 
Search for National Youth Gathering 2022 and you will 
see their site, from there you can scroll to the bottom 
and link to social media.
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Missions
MISSIONS

LWML  
Our annual LWML picnic will be held 
Tuesday, July 5, at noon under the 
pavilion at River Island Park in Star 
Prairie. Bring a dish to share as well as 
a small, wrapped prize (under $5) for 
our game. All women of St. Luke’s are invited to join 
us as we enjoy a Wisconsin summer day. In case of 
inclement weather, we will meet at the church. 
The Widow’s Mite
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the 
offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 
people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 
came and put in two very small copper coins, worth 
only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, 
Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the others. They all 
gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, 
put in everything — all she had to live on”  Mark 
12:41-43. Mite Box contributions amount to millions 
of dollars that fund district and national mission 
grants and implement the LWML program.
If you have mites to contribute, they can be left in the 
large Mite Box on the table at the top of the stairs 
to the fellowship hall. More mite boxes are available 
there as well. Mites can also be put in the offering 
plate.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact 
Annette Jones (715-494-0201).

July Dedicated Mission: Grace Place
Shelters families and single individuals in the St. 
Croix River Valley, serving St. Croix, Pierce & Polk 
Counties. We are staffed 24 hours a day to ensure all 
folks receive the services they need. When you stay at 
Grace Place you will receive case management tailored 
to your specific needs along with education of the 
resources available to you in the community. To learn 
more about staying at Grace Place you are welcome 
to call us at (715) 246-1222, talk to a staff member. In 
2019, 357 individuals were housed here.
Other Services offered for our residents:
Budgeting Classes are offered as needed in both 
group & individual settings. Residents & community 
members are assisted with simple monthly bill paying & 
financial organizing.

Resume Writing & Interview Skills are taught by 
volunteers in our Enrichment Program, enabling our 
clients to obtain employment suitable to their skill set.
Wellness Classes are offered quarterly & feature stress 
management, as well as the importance of exercise & a 
healthy diet.
Nutrition Classes feature balanced meal preparation & 
food safety information. Each participant learns how to 
cook on a budget & provide for their family’s nutritional 
needs.
Rent Smart classes are offered twice a year, informing 
our clients about their responsbilities & rights as tenants 
in St. Croix County. Professional guest speakers include 
attorneys, area property owners, & representatives from 
local lending institutions.
Children & Adult Tutoring is provided primarily by 
retired teachers. Tutors assist all school age children 
with homework & special projects. In addition, they 
coach parents, helping them to work with their children 
more effectively.
Family Meals and Fellowship: Evening meals are 
a time for fellowship & giving thanks for all of our 
blessings. Volunteer organizations & church groups 
provide our residents with nourishing dinners each week 
Monday – Thursday. Residents are required to attend 
& upon leaving the shelter, many have shared with staff 
that the nightly meal is one of their favorite experiences 
at Grace Place. It’s the first time many of them have 
enjoyed family dinners on a regular basis.
Beyond the walls of Grace Place
We live in a great community with many resources 
available to help those in need. Visit our resources page 
to find links to other agencies working to help those in 
need. If you have a suggestion for this page, let us know! 
Thank you. 

Please consider helping 
out. If you can’t give money, 
please consider volunteering.
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In the Community

In celebration of our 80th birthday, LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League) was challenged to do or 
make 80 of something. As a group, St. Luke’s LWML 
had decided to gather and assemble 80 hygiene kits 
to be distributed by Orphan Grain Train, a world relief 
organization that most of us are familiar with. 
A hygiene kit includes: 

1 bath towel,  
1 wash cloth, 
1 bath size bar of soap,  
1 plastic soap box holder,  
1 toothbrush,  
1 sturdy comb,  
6 band aids (1/2” or 3/4”),  
1 small package tissues,  
1 nail clipper,  
and 1 piece of strong ribbon or cord. 

The items are rolled up in the towel, then the 

ribbon or cord ties it together. We are providing this 
information to invite members of our congregation to 
join us in this effort. We have baskets for you to place 
the items you have collected. You can donate just one 
item or several depending on how much you want to 
participate. We will be collecting all year or until we 
have reached our goal or decide to keep going. We 
would appreciate your prayers and participation so 
that we may make a difference in people’s lives who 
need our help. 
Some other notes about the items we are collecting: 
Dark colored linens are recommended and do not 
donate items with religious, camouflage, patriotic or 
military symbols.
Please join us and know that our love and that of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ is sent with each packaged kit. 
Together we can accomplish so much and may God 
continue to bless your life as you serve Him. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Celebrates 80 years!

Handbells Conference
The 2022 Area 7 Handbell Festival 
Conference, June 10-12, was a huge success. 
We arrived at the DECC in Duluth at 10 o’clock 
Friday morning, set up the equipment, and 
were in class by 10:30. By the end of our public 
concert, at 2:30 Sunday afternoon, we were 
joy-filled and wrung-out!  

Our 2-1/2 days at the conference were filled 
with rehearsals and a myriad of classes such 
as: Bell Trees and Processionals”, “Multiple 
Bell Techniques”, and “Chair Yoga” (designed 
specifically for handbell musicians to ease tired 
backs, shoulders, arms, wrists, and hands). The 
faculty are all experts in their fields and our two 
conductors have travelled the world bringing out 
the best in the ringers with whom they work. We 
learned much and grew as musicians.

Many thanks to the St. Luke’s community 
for supporting the handbell ministry and 
contributing to our continuing education.

Sincerely, St. Luke’s Handbell Choir

At right: St. Luke’s Ringers –  
Duluth waterfront – 6/12/2022



Join us for VBS 2022

St. Luke’s VBS 2022 –  
July 25-29 from 5:30-7:30 pm 

Open to Ages 4 to 11 
Vacation Bible School Registration 

(One form per child, please) 
 

 
Child’s Name__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade Completed_________________________ Birthday_____________ Age______________ 
 
Parents’/Guardians’ Names _______________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_____________________ Cell Phone_______________________        call         text 
 
Emergency Contact Name & Relationship ___________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Number______________________________________________________ 
 
Food Allergies__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Medical Conditions______________________________________________________________ 
 
Siblings Attending VBS (names and ages) ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
People Who May Pick Child Up ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

VBS Leaders have permission to photograph/film the minor designated above in  
any manner or form for any lawful purpose associated with this VBS program 

 
 
Parent’s Signature_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

If you'd like more information or would like to volunteer  
please contact Jo Ann Zuberbier at 715-247-5747, thank you! 
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The Windows of St. Lukes
LIGHT OF THE WORLD:  Christ’s Life As Told in the Gospel According to St. Luke
Do you know the story of the windows of St. Luke’s? 
If not, we will tell you about it each month beginning 
in April. Here is the guide to the stained glass 
windows in the sanctuary of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New Richmond, WI. 
The theme for the eight windows comes from the 
name of the church - St. Luke’s. Starting with the left 
front window and proceeding counter-clock-wise, 
each window depicts a scene from the life of Jesus as 
told in the gospel according to St. Luke. Luke’s gospel 
tells how Christ came to preach the Good News and 
spent His life serving those in need.
The colors in the border around each window relate 
to the liturgical colors of the church year. 
The windows were designed by Stanley Hildreth 
and crafted by Gaytee Stained Glass Company of 
Minneapolis. They were completed in 1988.
It is hoped that all who view them will learn from 
their message, and find inspiration and comfort.

The fourth window Jesus Knocking at the Door
“Ask, and you will receive, seek, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened.”  Luke 11:9
This window symbolically suggests Jesus knocking at 
the door of our hearts, carrying “the lamp unto our feet 
and the light unto our path.”
    It reminds us also of the servants in Luke 12 who 
are ready with their lighted lamps, waiting for their 
master’s return.
    When we see Jesus knocking at the door, it reminds 
us not only to pray for whatever we need, but also 
to open the door of our hearts to Him and to our 
neighbor.  Further, it warms us to be ready at all times 
for His return.  
Our hope of entering the door of heaven is represented 
by the blue border. 
This window was donated by Clarence and Olive 
Polfus. 

Vacation Bible School in July
             As summer approaches our thoughts turn to 
        Vacation Bible School. Our theme this year is  
      “Monumental” as we celebrate God’s greatness in the  
          beautiful red rock formations so majestically displayed 
             in the desert of southwestern United States. Our  
 Bible stories center on the theme of Joseph’s life from 
his being sold into slavery to his elevation as ruler in  
Egypt. Througout the week children will experience  
God’s vast and unchanging love for each of them.
  We are returning to our pre-pandemic format. VBS  
 will be conducted July 25–July 29 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm f 
or ages 4-11. In order to insure that we have supplies  
for everyone attending it is important that you preregister 
your children. Forms are available in the narthex, online,  
or by calling the church office. 
In order to have a successful VBS it takes many willing 
volunteers. There are various roles to be filled including 
leading the daily Bible stories, leading the robust outdoor  
      activities, preparing the daily tasty snack, guiding children  
         in related fun gizmos, being a crew leader, helping with  
      registration, and talking daily about “God sightings.” If you 
are willing to help in some capacity, please call the church 
office or Jo Ann Zuberbier 715-247-5747.
Can you find our other “buddies” throughout this newsletter!
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 July 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  
Church  
office closed 

2  
Rand Funeral 
 

3   
Worship 9 am  

4  
Independence 
Day 
Church office 
closed

5  
Bible Study 
8:45am
LWML 12pm 

6 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
No Worship 

7  
Willow River 
Quilt 6:30pm
GA 7pm

8
Golden Girls 
noon

9 
Men’s 8am
 
 

10 
Worship 9 am  

11  12 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

13  
Women’s Brkfst 
No worship

14 
GA 7pm

15 16

17 
Worship 9 am  

18  
Staff 11:30 am

19 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

20  
Women’s Brkfst 
No worship

21 
GA 7pm
Newsletter 
deadline

22 23

24 
Worship 9 am  

25  26 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

27  
Women’s Brkfst 
No worship

28 
GA 7pm

29 30

31 Outdoor  
Worship 9 am  
(Weather Permitting

NYG in Houston

NYG in Houston

VBS 5:30 – 7:30pm


