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Words from Pastor Ryan   
The Easter before I left home, I remember pushing 
my brother Stefan to church, in his wheelchair. I 
remember moving into God’s house and asking Stef, 
‘Where would you like to sit?’ To which he replied, 
”It’s Easter. The choir is moving today; just store me 
in the back, behind the pews. I’ll come around when 
they’re done walking.”  
I giggle a bit when I remember him saying, ‘…just 
store me in the back…’
When church wrapped for the day and we were on 
our way home, Stef noted something different in the 
readings for that year, at least new to him. Perhaps it 
was all of the physical, push-and-pull muscle memory 
of our shared worship, but I’m not certain. Whatever 
jogged his mind, we sat at table for lunch before Mom 
and Dad made it home and Stef asked. ‘So what’s the 
big deal with the stone?’  
I said, ‘Well, it was there to keep Jesus in, but it was 
rolled away.’  
‘Ryan, I know that. So what? Why did it have to be 
gone? What if the disciples showed up, rolled the 
stone away, and then saw the tomb empty?’ 
I have to admit, I didn’t have an answer. Sure, there’s 
all the history behind what tombs were like and how 
they were used. There’s the science behind the need 
for large round stones at family catacombs, rolled into 
place along chiseled tracks in the ground. Even so, 
none of these things speak to the significance of the 
once-used stone.  
Mom and Dad came home. 
Stefan asked Dad. Dad-as-
pastor said, ‘Ask your mother.’ 
Apparently, there is about a 
one-hour period after Easter 
services where a pastor is 
off-the-clock! Even now I too 
appreciate a good ‘pastor’s 
nap’ on Easter! Mom, in 
her brilliant wisdom said, 
‘Comfort. Anything Jesus did 
after He rose was meant to be 
a comfort.’  

It took me a few years to appreciate her answer. And 
for my part, not a lot of book smarts, but instead, 
experience. Perhaps it took the birth of my sons, 
or maybe the death of my own grandmother to 
appreciate the comfort of a useless tombstone. Perhaps 
it was a few years of mulling through Easter Epistles 
which spoke to our ‘lives hidden with God in Christ,’ 
as Paul says in Colossians 3, or his encouragement 
that ‘We share in the sufferings of Christ. In the same 
way, much comfort comes through Christ,’ as he says 
in 2 Corinthians 1.  
Whether I was more inspired by lived experience or 
by God’s living Word, I don’t know. Certainly God 
gets His due glory either way. If all this were distilled 
to one, single, encouraging truth, it would be this, 
especially as we live our lives in this Easter Season:  
In Christ, tombstones are obsolete, beginning with 
His own. Our Lord rolled the stone away on that first 
Easter morning to demonstrate that He truly has 
victory over sin, death, and hell. What could be more 
comforting?  
Embedded in that significance is an additional 
comfort: From the stone to the broken seal, from the 
confused and weary guards to the neatly folded grave 
clothes, from the word of the angels to the emptiness 
of our Lord’s tomb, at each and every turn, the Lord 
demonstrates that He will forever do for us what we 
cannot do on our own. 
Blessed Eastertide!
Pastor Ryan   
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we receive when mixed with the cans. Thank you for 
your support!

Women’s Group  The next Women’s Group meeting 
will be Saturday, May 21 at 9:00. All women of St. 
Luke’s are invited. Please join us!  
If you have questions about the Women’s Group, or 
need a ride to the meeting, contact Sheryl Peterson at 
715-248-3007.

Q1 Statements  If anyone wants a first quarter 
contribution statement they can contact Sheryl at 
715-248-3007 or sheryllpeterson@yahoo.com

COME Meal  St. Luke’s will be hosting the COME 
(Community Outreach Meal for Everyone) on Tues-
day, June 14 from 5:00 to 6:00 pm at the United 
Methodist Church. Please keep this in mind. 
Volunteer sign up sheets will be posted at the end of 
May. This is a great opportunity to get to know our 
neighbors and serve them as Jesus taught us.

Creation Museum Tour Date Set
Have you ever wondered how/when dinosaurs and 
the ice age fit into Biblical history? Or where did I 
come from and why am I here? The Creation Cen-
ter at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in St. 
Croix Falls, WI has answers to these questions and 
many more. 
We have secured a tour of the center on Sat., May 
21 at 2 pm. Pastor Mark Schoen gives a riveting 
presentation about creation with artifacts like a 4 foot 
T-Rex skull and a Mammoth skull with 7 foot tusks, to 
emphasize God’s beautiful work. 
Please join us to view this museum and listen to 
where everything fits into God’s plan. There will be a 
sign up sheet posted for all those interested and we 
will car pool together to the church. Please sign up by 
May 15 so we can give them an approximate number 
of attendees. Sponsored by LWML.

WORSHIP
Sundays – 8 & 10:30 am worship & recorded online.
Wednesdays – 7:00 am in person
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Wednesday Services Suspend Post-Easter
St. Luke’s Elders have reviewed our congregation’s 
response to hosting In-Person Wednesday Night 
Services, which were regular at 7pm, even between 
the Advent and Lent Seasons. At this time, it has 
been decided to suspend Wednesday Night Services 
and let our dedicated LiveStream efforts flourish.  
After Easter Day, there will be no In-Person Wednes-
day Services. Going forward, the Wednesday Night 
Service option will be evaluated ahead of each 
season. The next discussion will occur as part of the 
Elder’s May meeting, in advance of summertime. 

New Sunday Bible Study – 
Living Reminders: The Shape of God’s Plan
Join Pastor Ryan in the Fellowship Hall, between 
services (9:30-10:15), for a study tailored to the 
Christian Calling. Inspired by Scripture, by author Henri 
Nouwen, the study navigates 9 Reminders, pointing 
us to model God’s truth and His love to a world that 
sorely needs it. The study is meant to be reflective 
and conversational, with a little homework in between. 
Study guides are available free to all in attendance – 
come join the conversation!   

SERVICE
BOFM
Brat Sale:  The Men’s Group & National Youth 
Gathering kids will host the brat stand together this 
year at Farm and Home on Mother’s Day weekend. 
Men’s group will sell brats on May 5th & 6th; NYG 
will sell brats on May 13th & 14th. Please stop by, 
enjoy a brat or hot dog and support both groups!

Can Recycling  
We recently recycled 170 lbs of aluminum cans and 
the proceeds went to the Nat’l Youth Gathering fund. 
Please keep us in mind when you have aluminum cans 
to discard – a trailer is located next to the church’s 
garage. We ask that ONLY aluminum cans are in 
the bags. Other recyclables, discarded aluminum foil 
& pans, etc. are not accepted and decrease the price 
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Missions
MISSIONS

LWML  
On Tuesday, May 3, St. Luke’s LWML 
society will hold its next meeting. All 
women are invited to join us in the 
Conference room at 2:00. If you need a 
ride to the meeting, call Sheryl Peterson 
(715-248-3007). 
LWML Mites support mission grants like Sharing the 
Joy of Jesus in Prague, Brno and the Czech Republic 
through Mobile app, which is the most recent North 
Wisconsin District mission grant to be paid. 80% 
of the population in the Czech Republic identify as 
atheist. This makes it the most atheistic country in 
the world. Many know nothing about the Bible. By 
distributing cards with QR codes in coffee shops, 
university bulletin boards, and community message 
boards, people are able to access an app on their 
mobile phones that allow them to read God’s Word. 
The mobile app pilot test provided a way for Czechs 
to see how Scripture and the words of Jesus directly 
relate to their lives. Data from the pilot test shows that 
the most frequently accessed portions of the mobile 
app were the Scripture passages. However, the app 
includes other items, too. Users can request a free 
Bible, get daily devotions, email questions to a pastor, 
or find local churches. The church information includes 
frequently asked questions such as what to wear and 
what the parts of the service are. Many Czechs have 
discovered Jesus with the app and many others will 
have access to God’s Word. If you would like to help 
support LWML mission grants, Mites can be left in the 
large Mite Box at the top of the stairs to the kitchen. 
More mite boxes are available there as well. Mites can 
also be put in the offering plate.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact 
Annette Jones (715-494-0201). 

May Dedicated Mission: T.H.U.G. Life
Do you know someone 
that could use a hand 
up? At T.H.U.G. Life 
Ministry, we are here to 
help. From a hot meal, a 
ride to an appointment, clothing, to a warm home and 
much more. 

Truly Humble Under God. We are a local Non-profit 
organization whose main mission is to help homeless 
and familyless teens in the St. Croix valley area. This 
includes St. Croix, Polk, Washington counties and 
more. We are here to help with daily living needs, 
clothing, meals, financial help and are working 
towards purchasing a property that will be a home for 
these teens in need. 
●  If you didn’t know where you were sleeping tonight 

would it be easy to get through your day?
●  Would you have stayed in school if there was no-

one who made you go or cared if you went?
●  Have you ever gone 3 or more days without a 

shower or a change of clothes?
●  Ever lived in an abusive situation?
This is what some teens in OUR communities are 
facing on a daily basis. They have found themselves 
without a home or family for a variety of reasons and 
are desperately trying to make it on their own. They 
need our help! 
How you can help: We would not be here without our 
volunteers. We are always looking for help. Do you or 
someone you know need help? We are here to help.
T.H.U.G needs list:

Twin mattresses (New)
Gas cards
Used cell phones 
Grocery store gift cards  
(Wal-Mart is usually easiest 
for the kids)
Monetary donations

Volunteer opportunities:
●  garage sale (set up and take down)
●  Bracelet sellers (sell Thug bracelets as a 

fundraiser)
● Volunteer to head up fundraising for Thug
● Handyman work at Thug house in Somerset

To learn more about our organization look for us on 
Facebook. Contact us at: 

http://thuglifeforteens.org 
(651) 246-1323 ask for Sara
thuglifesara@gmail.com

Thank you for your support!

Praise God, Seek God, Worship God
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In the Community

In celebration of our 80th birthday, LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League) was challenged to do or 
make 80 of something. As a group, St. Luke’s LWML 
had decided to gather and assemble 80 hygiene kits 
to be distributed by Orphan Grain Train, a world relief 
organization that most of us are familiar with. 
A hygiene kit includes: 

1 bath towel,  
1 wash cloth, 
1 bath size bar of soap,  
1 plastic soap box holder,  
1 toothbrush,  
1 sturdy comb,  
6 band aids (1/2” or 3/4”),  
1 small package tissues,  
1 nail clipper,  
and 1 piece of strong ribbon or cord. 

The items are rolled up in the towel, then the 

ribbon or cord ties it together. We are providing this 
information to invite members of our congregation to 
join us in this effort. We have baskets for you to place 
the items you have collected. You can donate just one 
item or several depending on how much you want to 
participate. We will be collecting all year or until we 
have reached our goal or decide to keep going. We 
would appreciate your prayers and participation so 
that we may make a difference in people’s lives who 
need our help. 
Some other notes about the items we are collecting: 
Dark colored linens are recommended and do not 
donate items with religious, camouflage, patriotic or 
military symbols.
Please join us and know that our love and that of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ is sent with each packaged kit. 
Together we can accomplish so much and may God 
continue to bless your life as you serve Him. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Celebrates 80 years!

Handbells Conference
This graphic is the logo for our 2022 conference and 
appropriately highlights four components of the art of 
handbell ringing. Our attending choir members will be 
leaving St. Luke’s early on Friday, June10th, and will 
return Sunday evening, June 12th. They will join over 
300 fellow ringers from Area 7 (South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Manitoba) for 

three full days of classes and rehearsals – culminating 
in a Free, public concert at 1:30 at the DECC (Duluth 
Entertainment Convention Center).
If you are looking for an excuse to visit beautiful 
Duluth, this is it! We would love to see you there. At 
the concert, Area 7 will be accepting donations for a 
local food shelf.
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May News
Below are the Sunday school lessons:

5/01 – Peter Raises Tabitha From The Dead

5/08 – An Angel Frees Peter From Jail

5/15 – Last day!

Only a few Sundays left in our Sunday School year. 
We hope you can be with us for our classes and 
enjoy the last day of Sunday School with us as we 
will celebrate once again with the Holy Donuts and 
Street Treats Ice Cream! 

In His Name, our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ,  
St. Luke’s Sunday School Staff

Board of Family Ministries
Board Members:   

Cheryl Heinecke, Terri Mattmiller,  
Kirstin Mehls, Rachel Townsend,  

Stacy Warner and Julie Zuberbier

Greetings from Sunday School

UPCOMING EVENTS:
May Events-

  1 - Confirmation Sunday
15 - Last Day of Sunday School!  
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The Windows of St. Lukes
LIGHT OF THE WORLD:  Christ’s Life As Told in the Gospel According to St. Luke
Do you know the story of the windows of St. Luke’s? 
If not, we will tell you about it each month beginning 
in April. Here is the guide to the stained glass 
windows in the sanctuary of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New Richmond, WI. 
The theme for the eight windows comes from the 
name of the church - St. Luke’s. Starting with the left 
front window and proceeding counter-clock-wise, 
each window depicts a scene from the life of Jesus as 
told in the gospel according to St. Luke. Luke’s gospel 
tells how Christ came to preach the Good News and 
spent His life serving those in need.
The colors in the border around each window relate 
to the liturgical colors of the church year. 
The windows were designed by Stanley Hildreth 
and crafted by Gaytee Stained Glass Company of 
Minneapolis. They were completed in 1988.
It is hoped that all who view them will learn from 
their message, and find inspiration and comfort.

The second window BAPTISM
Jesus also was baptized. And a voice came from heaven. 
“You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with you.”.  
Luke 3:21-22
John the Baptist, dressed in camel’s skin, prepared 
for the coming of Jesus, preached repentance, and 
here is baptizing Jesus in the Jordan River. The water 
of baptism which washes away the sins of the whole 
world, is shown flowing into all eight scenes from 
Jesus’ life, to show that Jesus brought forgiveness to all.
The traditional dove denoting God’s presence was 
not omitted, but appears in the scene where Jesus 
is blessing the children. Throug Holy Baptism 
forgiveness comes to little children also.
The cross at the end of John’s staff predicts Jesus’ 
sacrificial death.
Green, the color of living plants, is used in the border 
to indicate new life and spiritual growth after a 
believer is baptized.

Library books to check out on Easter
Some excellent children's books to celebrate Easter on display in the library to share 
with your children and grandchildren. My personal favorite here is the Jesus Storybook 
Bible, which excellently retells the Gospel story in a way that speaks to both children 
and adults. 

I don’t know about you all but some look interesting ifor adults as well!
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 May 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Confirmation
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

2  
Staff 11:30 am 

3  
Bible Study 
8:45am 
LWML 2pm

4 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
No Worship 
Choir 8-9 pm

5 6  
 
 
Men’s group 
brat sale at 
Farm & Home

7  
 
 
Men’s group 
brat sale at 
Farm & Home

8   
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

9  
Staff 11:30 am 

10  
Bible Study 
8:45am

11 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
No Confirmation
No Worship 
Choir 8-9 pm

12  

Willow River 
Quilt 6:30pm
GA 7pm

13
Willow Rvr 9-9
Golden Girls 
noon
NYG brat sale 
Farm & Home

14 
Men’s 8am
 
 
NYG brat sale 
Farm & Home

15 
Worship 6:30 Sunrise
8 & 10:30 am  
Last day of  
Sunday School 
9:20-10:20

16  17 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

18  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
No Confirmation
No worship
Choir 8-9 pm

19 
GA 7pm

20 
Newsletter  
deadline

21
Women’s 9am
Hamann  
Funeral 11am
Creation  
Museum tour

22 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  

23  
Staff 11:30 am

24 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

25  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
No worship
Choir 8-9 pm

26 
GA 7pm

27 28

29 
Worship 9 am  

30  
Memorial Day 
Office Closed

31 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

When: June 2,2022 

Where: St Luke s Lutheran Church 

When: June 2,2022 

Where: St Luke s Lutheran Church 


