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Words from Pastor Ryan   
On to a Happy Holy Week, and a Blessed Easter! 
Isn’t Easter refreshing? I find it so – Easter brings 
welcome change in season! Residual snows remind 
you of God’s promises in baptism. When you walk 
outside, you’ll take in the damp, greening feel of 
fresh, budding life! As the seasons change, you know 
very well what it is to leave cold, wintery shaking 
for springtime, trembling anticipation. As a faith 
family, we see the same move in the life of the church. 
We move from shaking fear and death throes to 
an awe-inspired trembling. Holy week is pregnant 
with anxious anticipation. Easter is expected to be 
appropriately empty, with its tomb-bursting, Christ-
arisen fulfillment!
Are you trembling?
Are you ready to drink deeply from the cup of Christ’s 
compassion?

Are you willing to claim the share Jesus offers you by 
His victory over sin, death, and the grave?  
I hope so. I pray that I, too, am ready and willing.  
Regardless, out of Winter comes Spring. Out of cold 
shakes come warm, radiating tremors. Out of Good 
Friday comes Resurrection Sunday. Out of death 
comes life. Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Now, before you shout your ‘Alleluia!’, consider again 
that anticipation, that suspense that comes with 
Easter. This year, we have opportunity to reflect on 
Mark’s account of the Resurrection, an ending to 
a beautiful Gospel that seems unsatisfying at first. 
Consider Mark 16:8: So they went out and fled from 
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
In Mark’s Gospel, we don’t see Jesus right away after 
He rises from the dead. We don’t experience the joy 
of Mary Magdalene recognizing her Savior’s voice. 
Instead, we get fleeing, terror, amazement, and 
profound, fear-driven silence. Of course, there is the 
addition of verses 9-19. Though they are Scripture, it 
seems like Mark’s tone changes. So for the moment, 
let’s stick with that unsatisfying ending in v. 8.  
In my years of study, I have come to love Mark’s 

resurrection account as it stands. There’s 
something special about Jesus being ‘on 
the loose’ after He rises from the dead, 
knowing that He is risen to keep His 
promises. This year, as reflected in this 
article, I have come to appreciate the 
movement from death to life, coupled 
with the suspense of Mark’s tone.  
Perhaps suspense is the most convenient 
way for us to appreciate Easter. After 
all, such is the life we live, pictured 
throughout Mark: We’re quick to act, 
slow to embrace truth, fickle, and 
often must see to believe. Yet through 
this sort of life, Jesus Christ models 
a holy suspension – fully God, fully 
man; sacrifice and priest; servant and 
victor; righteous destroyer and restorer 
– literally, suspended between heaven 

and earth as He died that Good Friday. We see justice 
and love fused in His passion and empty tomb. In the 
wake of something so eternally profound, perhaps 
an anxious silence is the best response. But don’t 
anticipate being silent for too long!  
Blessed Easter! 
Pastor Ryan    
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All welcome as usual! We have a sign on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex. This will give us an idea of 
how much to order! Please sign up by March 30th. 
Thank you!
Brat Sale:  The Men’s Group and National Youth 
Gathering kids will host the brat stand together this 
year at Farm and Home on Mother’s Day weekend. 
Garage Sale:  We will have a garage sale for the 
National Youth Gathering at church again. Dates are 
being determined. We are looking for donations, but 
will not accept furniture (unless you are willing to 
come back and get it if it doesn’t sell) also no paint/
garage items, or baby items (baby clothes are ok). 

Choir Prepares for Easter  Come join the choir 
in preparing music for Easter! Confirmation students 
through “age 100” are welcome to join in the fun. The 
choir will meet to prepare for the upcoming Easter 
season. We rehearse upstairs, in the fellowship hall, 
from 8 – 9 pm on Wednesday evenings.
Choir members are great mentors, so you don’t 
need to be a professional singer or soloist. The only 
prerequisite is that you enjoy singing! We would love 
it if you could join us in making a joyful noise during 
Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter.

Women’s Group  The next Women’s Group meeting 
will be Saturday, April 23 at 9:00. All women of St. 
Luke’s are invited. Please join us!
If you have questions about Women’s Group, contact 
Sheryl Peterson at 715-248-3007.

ST. LUKE’S AND THE COMMUNITY
Blood Drive  Thank you so much for having the 
Red Cross at St. Luke’s on March 8. We had a goal 
of 34 units. We collected 41 units!  Also, thank you 
for providing such a delicious meal & snacks. Greatly 
appreciated! Thank you to 44 people who came to 
donate, it is much appreciated

Can Recycling  We recently recycled 170 lbs of 
aluminum cans and the proceeds went to the Nat’l 
Youth Gathering fund. Please keep us in mind when 
you have aluminum cans to discard – a trailer is 
located next to the church’s garage. We ask that 
ONLY aluminum cans are in the bags. Other 
recyclables, discarded aluminum foil & pans, etc. are 
not accepted and decrease the price we receive when 
mixed with the cans. Thank you for your support!

WORSHIP
Sundays – 8 & 10:30 am worship & recorded online.
Wednesdays – 7:00 am in person
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Wednesday Services Suspend Post-Easter
St. Luke’s Elders have reviewed our congregation’s 
response to hosting In-Person Wednesday Night 
Services, which were regular at 7pm, even between 
the Advent and Lent Seasons. At this time, it has 
been decided to suspend Wednesday Night Services 
and let our dedicated LiveStream efforts flourish.  
After Easter Day, there will be no In-Person Wednes-
day Services. Going forward, the Wednesday Night 
Service option will be evaluated ahead of each 
season. The next discussion will occur as part of the 
Elder’s May meeting, in advance of summertime. 

Services for Lent
Midweek:  Walk alongside Joseph from the book of 
Genesis. Unique themes to consider as we examine 
our own consciences and need for a Savior. 
Sundays:  A series adapted from a mid-week series. 
We are eyewitnesses of Jesus’ Passion. I pray this is a 
blessing for our congregation. Chanting is at the head 
of each service. Each service is Psalm-laden, and 
inspired by the order of Vespers.

New Sunday Bible Study – 
Living Reminders: The Shape of God’s Plan
Join Pastor Ryan in the Fellowship Hall, between 
services (9:30-10:15), for a study tailored to the 
Christian Calling. Inspired by Scripture, by author Henri 
Nouwen, the study navigates 9 Reminders, pointing 
us to model God’s truth and His love to a world that 
sorely needs it. The study is meant to be reflective 
and conversational, with a little homework in between. 
Study guides are available free to all in attendance – 
come join the conversation!   

SERVICE
BOFM Easter Egg Hunt
On Sunday, April 3rd here 
at St. Luke’s, right after the 
10:30 service. We will have 
an Easter Egg hunt and 
serve pizza as well!
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Missions
MISSIONS

LWML  Our society’s next meeting will 
be held at 2:00 on Tuesday, April 5 in the 
Conference Room. The May meeting will 
be on the 3rd. All Women of St. Luke’s 
are invited to join us for Bible Study and 
the business meeting, followed by treats 
and fellowship. If you need a ride to the meeting, call 
Sheryl Peterson (715-248-3007).
If you have mites to contribute, they can be left in 
the large Mite Box on the table at the top of the 
stairs to the fellowship hall. More mite boxes are 
available there as well. Mites can also be put in 
the offering plate. We appreciate all of your mite 
donations! Mites help support mission grants like 
Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients – Phil’s Friends. 
As Christians, we are charged with sharing the 
message of the Gospel and the Word with all 
individuals. The mission of Phil’s Friends, an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization, is to introduce 
and strengthen relationships with Christ by providing 
faith-based hope to those with cancer. The support 
includes a care package with practical, emotional, 
and spiritual items, including a Bible, a card sent 
monthly for 12 months, and a new program “Hope on 
Call,” in which Phil’s Friends’ trained volunteers meet 
virtually with the cancer patient to talk and pray. This 
grant is helping provide Phil’s Friends Cancer Care 
Packages, Cards of Hope, and Hope on Call. 
Check the narthex for the items we are collecting for 
Orphan Grain Train Hygiene Kits. This is a project to 
celebrate LWML’s 80th anniversary! Thank you to 
those that have already brought in items to help with 
our project.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact 
Annette Jones (715-494-0201).

continued on page 7

April Dedicated Mission: Orphan Grain Train
In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan 
Grain Train movement encourages and enables God’s 
people to share personal and material resources 
in bringing Christ’s name and character to needy 
people both far and near. Sometimes that character 
expresses itself as a word well spoken, sometimes 
as a bandage well applied, and sometimes as a child 
well fed.
Orphan Grain Train is a 501c3 Nonprofit Christian 
volunteer network that shares personal and material 
resources with needy people in America and around 
the world. Grain Train volunteers gather donations of 
clothing, medical supplies, food, Christian literature, 
and other aid to meet real needs. The Orphan Grain 
Train movement is a loving response to Jesus Christ’s 
example as a servant and His love for us.
Since 1992, Orphan Grain Train’s 29 regional 
locations have delivered more than 36 million meals 
and 3,973 shipments of humanitarian aid to needy 
people in several states and 69 countries on 5 
continents. Orphan Grain Train built a mobile chapel 
with help from a grant funded by LCMS Disaster 
Relief division for St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Pilger, NE after their church was demolished by a F4 
tornado. In October 2017 hurricane Michael ravaged 
the shoreline of Texas and a majority of Houston. 
Michael left behind homes and businesses in ruins 
and lives lost. Orphan Grain Train purchased and 
delivered 15 shipments of building construction 
materials and 5 semi-loads of groceries to help stock 
shelves in a food pantry feeding volunteers and those 
that have lost everything. In October 2018 OGT had 
400 turkeys delivered for Thanksgiving meals to those 
still living in desperation a year later. The mission 
of Orphan Grain Train is uniquely dependent upon 
dedicated volunteers, many of whom have given 
numerous years of service for the sake of others. 

Since 1992, more than 4 million hours 
have been volunteered!
Orphan Grain Train is a recognized 
service organization (RSO) of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
(LCMS). Many shipments have been 
in cooperation with Lutheran Hour 
Ministries, LCMS World Mission, LCMS 
World Relief, and other Christian 
ministries.
See a message on Ukraine on page 7.

Kitchen Update
Please DO NOT 
drop off any food 
containers for the 
kitchen. 

We no longer are in 
need of these items. 
Thank you.

Holy Week Services:
Palm Sunday:  8:00 & 10:30 AM
no Wednesday worship
Maundy Thursday:  7 PM
Good Friday*:  7 PM Tenebrae
Easter Sunrise:  6:30 AM
Easter Sunday:  8:00 & 10:30 AM
no Wednesday worship
*church office is closed
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In the Community

In celebration of our 80th birthday, LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League) was challenged to do or 
make 80 of something. As a group, St. Luke’s LWML 
had decided to gather and assemble 80 hygiene kits 
to be distributed by Orphan Grain Train, a world relief 
organization that most of us are familiar with. 
A hygiene kit includes: 

1 bath towel,  
1 wash cloth, 
1 bath size bar of soap,  
1 plastic soap box holder,  
1 toothbrush,  
1 sturdy comb,  
6 band aids (1/2” or 3/4”),  
1 small package tissues,  
1 nail clipper,  
and 1 piece of strong ribbon or cord. 

The items are rolled up in the towel, then the 

ribbon or cord ties it together. We are providing this 
information to invite members of our congregation to 
join us in this effort. We have baskets for you to place 
the items you have collected. You can donate just one 
item or several depending on how much you want to 
participate. We will be collecting all year or until we 
have reached our goal or decide to keep going. We 
would appreciate your prayers and participation so 
that we may make a difference in people’s lives who 
need our help. 
Some other notes about the items we are collecting: 
Dark colored linens are recommended and do not 
donate items with religious, camouflage, patriotic or 
military symbols.
Please join us and know that our love and that of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ is sent with each packaged kit. 
Together we can accomplish so much and may God 
continue to bless your life as you serve Him. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Celebrates 80 years!

Handbells played at St. Croix Health Center
On Wednesday evening, February 23rd, St. Luke’s Handbell Choir played 
two concerts for the residents of the St. Croix County Health Center.
It was a joy-filled experience for residents and ringers alike!
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April News
Below are the Sunday school lessons for March:

4/03 – Jesus Appears to Mary

4/10 – Apostles Defend Their Faith

4/17 – No Sunday School Easter Break

4/24 – Saul Meets Jesus Near Damascus

We spend so much time in the cold, dark days of 
Winter, wishing for Spring to come again. Then the 
weather warms, the time changes, days lengthen and 
we see the sun sooner and longer! Before we know it 
we see our first Robin and the grass becomes greener. 

And all the chores start, yard cleaning, field plowing, 
car cleaning and washing, house cleaning, dog 
cleaning and garden planting. . . . 

But the air is fresh and the sun is warm, even the 
showers don’t seem so bad. Soon we will see flowers 
in bud and we will hear shouts of “He is Risen! He is 
Risen, Indeed!” Sending you and your family warm 
Easter Blessings.

In His Name, our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ,  
St. Luke’s Sunday School Staff

Board of Family Ministries
Board Members:   

Cheryl Heinecke, Terri Mattmiller,  
Kirstin Mehls, Rachel Townsend,  

Stacy Warner and Julie Zuberbier

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Greetings from Sunday School

April Events-
17 - No Sunday School (Easter)
24 - Children Sing (end of 8:00am)

May Events-
  1 - Confirmation Sunday
15 - Last Day of Sunday School!  



7

The Windows of St. Lukes
LIGHT OF THE WORLD:  Christ’s Life As Told in the Gospel According to St. Luke
Do you know the story of the windows of St. Luke’s? 
If not, we will tell you about it each month beginning 
in April. Here is the guide to the stained glass 
windows in the sanctuary of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New Richmond, WI. 
The theme for the eight windows comes from the 
name of the church - St. Luke’s. Starting with the left 
front window and proceeding counter-clock-wise, 
each window depicts a scene from the life of Jesus as 
told in the gospel according to St. Luke. Luke’s gospel 
tells how Christ came to preach the Good News and 
spent His life serving those in need.
The colors in the border around each window relate 
to the liturgical colors of the church year. 
The windows were designed by Stanley Hildreth 
and crafted by Gaytee Stained Glass Company of 
Minneapolis. They were completed in 1988.

It is hoped that all who view them will learn from 
their message, and find inspiration and comfort.
The first window BIRTH
The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be 
born will be called the Son of God. . . . And she gave birth 
to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in a manger. Luke 1:35 and 2:7
God’s love for the world is shown by focusing on the 
infant Jesus. Above shines the star, symbolizing that 
Christ is “true God, begotten from eternity.”
Jesus is supported by the loving arms of His young 
mother, Mary, indicating that He is also “true man, 
born of the virgin Mary.”
The blue color of the border stands for heaven and 
hope. This color is often used in Advent as we look 
forward to Christ’s birth.

Dedicated Mission continued from page 5: A Message about the Events in Ukraine
We are aware that some of your congregations provide 
donations for the Orphan Grain Train (OGT) at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, Wausau. The Branch Manager of OGT 
sent this message on the needs of the Ukrainian people. 
To our Orphan Grain Train family, 
Due to the volatile circumstances and unprecedented 
nature of the Ukrainian crisis, Orphan Grain Train will be 
addressing some of our support in the relief efforts in a 
different manner. The urgent needs of the victims in the 
Ukraine require an immediate response. Our response to 
this need will come via air cargo and sea containers will 
follow into the future. I have enclosed a list of the requested 
items from our contacts in Poland, Latvia, Romania and 
Moldova. The expense of air cargo and medical supplies is 
going to be high, but these poor people need our help now. 
The surrounding countries where the refugees are flooding 
into are already starting to run low on needed supplies. I 
want to be honest with everyone in saying that our greatest 
need will be monetary. If you’d like to make a monetary 
gift of any kind, please send it to our OGT treasurer, 
Marilyn Muller: N1459 Castle Drive, Medford, WI  54451.
We are asking if everyone could bring their donations 
for our first air cargo load into Poland to our new OGT 
warehouse in Westfield. The address: 486 N. Main St., 
Westfield, WI. The building is open Tuesdays from 8 to 1. 
We are hoping to have these items collected for our first air 
cargo load by April 12th.
Please feel free to share this information with your family, 
friends and churches. The need is so great and what 
is happening is horrific, I pray together we can make a 

difference in the lives of these precious people. As our 
requested items list changes, we will keep you all updated.
If you have questions or concerns please contact Cathy 
Robinson: 608-697-6858, Linda Isberner: 1-800-933-2121, 
ext.1202, Pat Waters: 608-296-5138, Theresa Rake: 608-
547-2075.
This whole thing is so hard to understand, and so very hard 
to watch, we can say with many others, Lord, we know not 
what to do, but our eyes are on You!! May the Lord give 
us wisdom, resources and direction as we bring hope to 
the helpless. Please continue to lift the Ukrainian people 
before our mighty God! Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  
Praying for Peace!!
Many blessings to you all and thank you for your support 
in this important and timely matter! To Him Be the Glory!!
In His Faithful Grip,  
Cathy Robinson 
Branch Manager, WI – Orphan Grain Train
Requested items for Ukrainian people:
Hygiene items: soap, towels, washcloths, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, hair brushes, combs, band aids, shampoo, nail 
clippers, creams and lotions.
Clothes, etc: Thermal long underwear for kids through 
adult, Men’s clothing and work boots, Quilts, Blankets, 
Diapers, Medical trauma kits, Powdered baby formula, New 
socks, New underwear.
Monetary gifts to put towards air cargo costs and extra 
medical items we will have to purchase 
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OUR FURRY FRIEND 
We have had a visitor this Spring, 
and I believe we saw him or her 
around last year too. Jody took this 
shot looking out our office window. 
I’ve seen him on the snow banks 
over by the playground. 
We have called him “Luther” but 
it seems a few years ago there 
were some young kits around in 
the spring so this may be a “Lucy” 
instead.
We enjoy knowing the wildlife is 
around, like the deer & fawns, but 
they are wild and we don’t want to 
upset their natural habitat.

 April 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  2  
 

3 Communion
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20
Family Fun Event

4  
Staff 11:30 am 

5  
Bible Study 
8:45am 
LWML 2pm

6 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Lent Worship 7pm
Choir 8-9 pm

7 
Willow River 
6:30 pm
GA 7pm

8  
Golden Girls 
Not Justa Cafe 
at noon

9  
Men’s 8am

10  Palm Sunday 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

11  
Staff 11:30 am 

12  
Bible Study 
8:45am

13 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
No Confirmation
No Worship 
Choir 8-9 pm

14  
Maundy 
Thursday 7pm
Willow River 
Quilt 6:30pm
GA 7pm

15
Office closed
Good Friday 
7pm

16 

17 Easter 
Worship 6:30 Sunrise
8 & 10:30 am  
No Sunday School 

18  

Newsletter  
deadline

19 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

20  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
No Confirmation
No worship
No choir

21 
GA 7pm

22 
Confirmand 
Family  
Banquet 
6-7:30 pm

23
Women’s 9am

24 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20
Baptism private

25  
Staff 11:30 am

26 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

27  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Choir 8-9 pm

28 
GA 7pm

29 30


