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Words from Pastor Ryan   
Acquaintances share 
pleasantries. Close 
friends share personal 
information. We would 
be surprised, perhaps 
shocked or offended, if 
an acquaintance pried for 
personal info, without 
first getting to know us 
and establishing a little 
trust. Yet, this what many 
of us do with God; we 
come to Him frequently 
and ask Him to intervene, speak to, and deliver 
what we feel we need in our little circles of 
interest. Few take the time to ask what’s on His 
heart, to listen, and to show a genuine interest in 
His will and His plan. 
Now, God doesn’t need good listeners, insofar 
as He would need any counsel. There’s nothing 
that God needs to vent or get off of His chest. 
We herald God as a God of relationships. He is 
our Father, and in Christ, we are His children 
and heirs. We’ve been created for deepening 
relationship - personal interaction with our 
Creator. Certainly, God is in no need of counsel, 
but as our Heavenly Father, he does seek our 
interest; He wants to connect to all who share 
His heart.  
At the doorstep of Lent, I’m struck by this verse, 
in dealing with the divide between being God’s 
acquaintance and God’s friend – of John 13:25-
26: John, leaning back against Jesus, said to Him, 
“Lord, who is it?” And Jesus answered, “It is He 
to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have 
dipped it.”  
Read that again. It might seem a bit out of place, 
or perhaps a statement of little real depth, out of 
context. 
Consider: John was leaning back against Jesus 
at that Last Supper. That kind of proximity and 
genuine closeness makes John privy to very 
personal information. No doubt, precious facts 
that John was inspired to recall when he wrote 
his Gospel, and enhanced by his own comment 
that so many other things happened that aren’t 

written in John’s Gospel, “but 
these things are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the very Son of God, and 
that by believing in Him, you too 
will have life in His name.”  
Indeed, a precious detail, a 
rather intimate detail. St. John 
is, by many, considered to 
be ‘the disciple whom Jesus 
loved,’ not simply one of the 
72 or one of the 12 or even one 
of the three closest disciples. 

We cannot say that John was Jesus’ prime 
disciple, but we’re confident He was one of Jesus’ 
followers who developed a true friendship. When 
John asks the question, he’s no mere acquaintance 
probing for personal secrets. John is displaying 
a unique follower-friendship, truly interested in 
the heart of his friend. John and Jesus interacted 
in many ways throughout the Gospel. Based on 
Jesus’ answer, we sense that John was not one 
who would look to Jesus only when he needed 
something. John was not a servant under orders. 
He related to the Messiah and Lord as friend. 
Common bonds, common interests, and common 
causes – all shared. One could argue this puts 
John in a special light, but all we might be meant 
to learn is that this unique friendship – if nothing 
else – put John in a position to hear. 
And that’s how it is with us. Especially as we 
walk the road of Christ’s cross in Lent all over 
again, though we’re meant to reflect, to solemnly 
contemplate the price that was paid in death 
at Calvary, we can find joy in the personal 
connection that Jesus makes with each one of 
us, sharing and bearing His heart until it beats 
its last. No greater love could we ever witness – 
indeed, what a Friend we have in Jesus.  
Let it be that we would remember, as our Broth-
er, our Saviour, our Friend, and our King, Jesus 
Christ died for us and the world, we would re-
call simply: Good Friday happened for a reason, 
and Easter is real.   
A blessed Lententide!
Pastor Ryan    
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evening). Arrive before 6:30 PM and BOFM will 
cover the admission fee for those attending. Come 
and chase those winter blues away. 
Contact Stacy Warner with questions. 
P.S. The water slide will be open!   

ST. LUKE’S AND THE COMMUNITY
Lifeline Screening 
St. Luke’s will host Lifeline Screening on Thurs., March 
3 from 8 am–5:30 pm. Lifeline offers a package of 5 
screens as well as individual ones as well. 
Why should I get screened?
For 4 out of 5 people who have a stroke, the first 
symptom of any illness is the stroke. Screenings 
provide peace of mind or early detection.

Blood Drive  St. Luke’s will host a blood drive here 
on Tuesday, March 8 from noon to 6pm. Please 
consider giving to the Red Cross. 
Worst Blood Shortage in Over a Decade
The American Red Cross is facing a national 
blood crisis – its worst blood shortage in over 
a decade, posing a concerning risk to patient 
care. Doctors have been forced to make difficult 
decisions about who receives blood transfusions and 
who will need to wait until more products become 
available. Blood and platelet donations are critically 
needed to help prevent further delays in vital medical 
treatments. Please schedule your blood donation 
today.
What is causing the blood shortage crisis?
•  10% overall blood donation decline since March 2020.
•  62% drop in college and high school blood drives due 

to the pandemic. Student donors accounted for ~25% 
of donors in 2019 accounted for just ~10% during the 
pandemic.

•  Ongoing blood drive cancellations due to illness, 
weather-related closures and staffing limitations.

•  Additional factors like a surge of COVID-19 cases 
and an active flu season may compound the already 
bad situation.

At a time when many businesses and organizations 
across the country are experiencing pandemic 
challenges, the Red Cross is no different. We are all 
learning how to live in this new environment, how we 
spend our time, where we work, how we give back, 
how we make a difference in the lives of others – 
donating blood must continue to be part of it.

WORSHIP
Sundays – 8 & 10:30 am worship & recorded online.
Wednesdays – 7:00 am in person
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Services for Lent
Midweek:  This year, we’re walking alongside Joseph 
and his story from the book of Genesis. Many unique 
themes to consider as we solemnly examine our own 
consciences and our need for a Savior. 
Sundays:  A unique series is attached – a set adapted 
from a Mid-week series meant for us to be witnesses 
alongside the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ Passion. I pray 
this is a blessing for our congregation.  Chanting is 
involved this year, at the head of each service. Each 
service is also Psalm-laden, and is inspired by the 
familiar order of Vespers.

SERVICE
Choir News  Mark your calendars! Come and join 
the choir in preparing music for Easter!
Students in confirmation through 100 are welcome to 
join in the fun. The choir will start meeting to prepare 
for the upcoming Easter season on Wednesday 
March 9th. We will rehearse upstairs, in the fellowship 
hall, from 8:00 – 9:00 PM.
The choir members are great mentors, so you don’t 
need to be a professional singer or soloist. The only 
prerequisite is that you enjoy singing! We would love 
it if you could join us in making a joyful noise during 
Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter.

Women’s Group  The next Women’s Group meeting 
will be Saturday, March 19 at 9:00. All women of St. 
Luke’s are invited. Please join us! 
If you have questions about Women’s Group, contact 
Sheryl Peterson at 715-248-3007.

Upcoming Events BOFM 
BOFM Family Fun Night in March will be swimming 
at The Centre in New Richmond!  

Join us Friday, March 18th from 6-8 PM for open 
swimming. You do not have to be a Centre member 
to join us. Non-Centre members will need to sign 
a liability waiver (available in Narthex soon or that 
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Missions
MISSIONS

LWML  
The next meeting of the St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
society will be held at 2:00 on March 1 in 
the Conference Room. The April meeting 
will be held on the 5th. All Women of St. 
Luke’s are invited to join us. If you need a ride to 
the meeting, call Sheryl Peterson (612-209-5923).
If you have mites to contribute, they can be left in 
the large Mite Box on the table at the top of the 
stairs to the fellowship hall. More mite boxes are 
available there as well. Mites can also be put in the 
offering plate. Mites help support mission grants like 
Making the Next Generation of Disciples for Life. 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and 
before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed 
you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). The 
sanctity of life created by God, and the family as God 
designed it, has been under attack by pro-choice 
organizations who are expanding their movement to 
reach children of younger ages, to attack chastity and 
promote promiscuity, and to influence our children, 
causing devaluation of life, marriage, and the family. 
The continued development of “Life” curricula is one 
of the most frequent requests by LCMS schools. 
With this grant, LCMS Life Ministry will build a set 
of developmentally appropriate resources and 
curriculum for early childhood, young children, and 
elementary-aged children and their families. LCMS 
Life Ministry shares biblical teaching regarding 
the sanctity of all human life with a clear Law and 
Gospel approach, and seeks to provide accessible 
information to children and families regarding life 
and family issues. Specially designed resources for 
children will create an awareness and respect for life 
and the family as God designed them and will have 
a lasting effect on their choices as they grow and 
mature and become disciples for life. “Train up a child 
in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 
If you care to contribute to the St. Luke’s LWML 
Society’s project in celebration LWML’s 80th 
anniversary, there is a table in the narthex for 
donating items to create Orphan Grain Train hygiene 
kits. See the information below.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact 
Annette Jones (715-494-0201).

March Dedicated Mission: 
5 Loaves Food Shelf
The Food Shelf was founded in 1986. There have been 
several locations over the years. Our current location 
is at the 144 West Third Street, Suite D. Located in the 
same building as Anytime Fitness. The entrance is in 
the back and parking is on the west end of the building. 
Over this time we have evolved from a system of “by 
appointment only” visits, to now being open 4 days 
a week where people can walk in off the street to be 
served.
We have partnered with TEFAP (the USDA The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program), Second 
Harvest Heartland, AmpleHarvest.org and The 
Emergency Food Network (distributed via the United 
Way of St Croix County). We also take food donations 
from our community through individuals and food 
drives. Please remember if you donate food to check 
the expiration dates carefully as we can not accept out 
of date food stuffs.  
The Food Shelf provides non-perishable items (canned 
and boxed foods) in addition to fresh produce, deli 
items, milk, eggs, frozen meats and other perishable 
products as available. Clients are able to “shop” for 
their food, selecting the items that are most appropriate 
for their needs. Clients may visit the Food Shelf one 
time each calendar month for full service and once a 
week for Supplemental service which includes fresh 
produce, bakery items and deli sandwiches.
Happy Kids backpacks – families with elementary 
school age children can sign up to receive weekend 
backpacks filled with enough food to help over the 
weekend. Sign up through your child’s school or ask at 
intake for more information. 
How do I get food?
You will need to provide a photo id and proof of your 
address within the New Richmond school district. 
Either a license or current mail with your current 
address. 
If you have any special needs please contact us at:  
715-246-5255 or contact@5loavesfoodandclothing.org. 
Our emergency backup contact is Grace Place  
715-246-1222. 
It is our greatest pleasure to serve the New Richmond 
community! 



5

Books & Baptismal Boxes
New Books in the Library
I want to highlight a couple C.S. Lewis titles I read 
recently and loved. Both are currently available in the 
library, along with a host of other Lewis (and Lewis-
adjacent) titles. 
Till We Have Faces: A Myth Retold – I just read this 
and it instantly became my favorite C.S. Lewis book. 
This lesser-known work is a retelling of a myth from the 
perspective of the “villain” (a popular trope these days, 
but not so much in 1956). Lewis wrote this book with 
the help of his wife, Joy Davidman (interestingly, before 
they were even romantically involved), which may 
explain why he was able to write one of the best female 
characters I’ve ever read. When Aphrodite demands 

the sacrifice of her beloved sister, Psyche, Orual fights 
back with devastating results. This book was stunning 
in a way I was totally not expecting. Orual is a riveting 
narrator, and I could not put this book down.
Surprised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life – 
This is C.S. Lewis’ memoir of his childhood, young 
adulthood, and eventual conversion from atheism 
to Christianity. Lewis tells his story with humor and 
insight. What really struck me about was his amazing 
ability to recall his childhood with great detail and 
depth of feeling. No wonder he wrote some of the 
most successful children’s books ever published – he 
never forgot what it was like to be a child.
I’d love to hear about your favorites as well!

Baptismal Boxes
Have you ever wondered about how the Baptismal Boxes are 
created? They are a project serveral of the men in Men’s Group 
work on during the Winter months. While building these keepsake 
boxes for our “newest” members they enjoy fellowship, probably 
a bit of coffee and some words of wisdom (we hope!)
Thanks to Dale for sharing some of his wonderful photos: the 
workers pictured here are some who build these boxes. The 
group includes Jim Behne, Jim Richert, Dave Thiel, Bill Klopp, 
Dale Strege and Russ Utecht.

Not all of the volunteers 
are pictured in these 
photos. 
To see a few more photos 
go to page 7.
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March News
Below are the Sunday school lessons for March:

3/06 – Jesus Teaches About Good Fruit

3/13 – Jesus Tells the Parable of the Lost Son

3/20 – Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

3/27 – Jesus is Tried & Crucified

Can you imagine someone coming to you during a 
dinner with your friends and travelling companions 
gathered around and washing your feet? 

How many of us would want this to happen to us?

When Jesus did this, imagine how dirty those feet 
were! During that time, people walked nearly 
everywhere and this group especially did so in 
sandals, on dusty, unpaved roads! And how often did 
the disciples and their followers bathe? Probably not 
very often. 

About 10 years ago, I actually saw this happen in the 
church I belonged to at the time. It was during Lent 
and the Pastor chose to illustrate this by washing the 
feet of one of his flock. Thankfully he arranged this 
ahead of time so the man had time to wash his feet. 
But I remember it as a service & sermon WE ALL paid 
attention to! 

In His Name, our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ,  
St. Luke’s Sunday School Staff

Board of Family Ministries
Board Members:   

Cheryl Heinecke, Terri Mattmiller,  
Kirstin Mehls, Rachel Townsend,  

Stacy Warner and Julie Zuberbier

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Greetings from Sunday School

March 27 –  Children Sing (beginning of 10:30am)
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more Baptismal Boxes

Baptismal box photos continued.
As you can see, they have an assembly line for production all worked out. And our last 
photo above is a new supply of boxes all ready to be brought to St. Luke’s where many 
families will enjoy the work of your hands! 



 March 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  
Bible Study 
8:45am 
LWML 2pm

2 Ash Wednesday 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Lent Worship 7pm
no Choir 

3 
Lifeline  
Screening  
8am to 
5:30pm
GA 7pm

4  5  
 
 

6 Communion
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

7  
Staff 11:30 am 

8  
Bible Study 
8:45am 
Red Cross 
Blood Drive  
12 to 6pm

9 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Lent Worship 7pm
Choir after worship 

10 
Willow River 
6:30 pm
GA 7pm

11  
Golden Girls at 
noon Not Justa 
Cafe

12  
Men’s 8am

13   
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20
Daylight Savings time

14  
Staff 11:30 am 

15  
Bible Study 
8:45am

16 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Lent Worship 7pm
Choir after worship 

17  
GA 7pm

Newsletter  
deadline

18 19 
Women’s 9am

20 Communion 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

21  
Staff 11:30 am 

22 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

23  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Lent Worship 7pm
Choir after worship 

24 
GA 7pm

25 26

27 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

28  
Staff 11:30 am

29 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

30  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Lent Worship 7pm
Choir after worship 

31 
GA 7pm
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Thank you  
for Prayers

We would like to thank 
everyone for your 
cards and prayers 

while Jim was sick, 
then and now. Thank 

you! Dawn, Linda,  
Marlin & Randy

St. Olaf Bells concert
On Friday, Feb. 27 at 7 pm. The St. Olaf 
Handbells perform at First Congregational 
Church of Christ, River Falls, WI.
The concert features a wide variety of 
music. Including pieces with violin & flute 
soloists, as well as a new piece by Jason 
Krug. There is no admission but a free-will 
offering will be taken.

Daylight Saving Time
On Sunday, March 13, we Spring 
ahead and our time changes! So 
set your clocks ahead on Saturday 
evening so you do not miss church 
services on Sunday! 


