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Words from Pastor Ryan   
When faith shifts from acknowledgement, 
ascent, and heart pulls to action, what we 
believe, know, and trust becomes a living 
biography. In one of Jesus’ most famous 
sermons, The Sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
shares how we are to become living reminders 
of His love. Matthew 7:24 — “Everyone who 
hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on  
the rock.” 

Christian love – a humble-yet-bold love, a love 
that turns the other cheek toward a swinging 
fist; a love that gives away rather than fills 
earthly storehouses. And, if all these examples 
would make us tilt our heads and scratch our 
chins, Jesus ramps up His teaching with these 
words: “Remember to love your enemies.”  

In so many words, Jesus reminds us that it’s 
all too easy to love 
those who love us 
back. Anyone can 
do that. But we are 
challenged to love 
those who cannot 
and will not love us 
back, especially those 
antagonists who may 
have it out for us. On 
this note, the idea of 
‘enemy’ does not have 
to be pushed to the 
extreme of warfare. 
A broad definition 
doesn’t do us much 
good, though it does 
keep us honest about the problem of evil.  

Who’s the most difficult person for you to love 
these days? 

Bob Goff shares in his devotion “Live in Grace, 
Walk in Love,” this unique rumination: “It’s 
easy for us to think of our enemies in broad, 
at-a-distance extremes, especially among those 
who have reputations of committing great 
terror and harm. But when Jesus shares the 
example of ‘enemy,’ we might sincerely ask 

ourselves: ‘A neighbor I’m at odds with, who’s 
just out walking their dog, isn’t my enemy, 
right?’ ‘A teacher I’ve never had, but have 
heard stories about how strict they are, isn’t my 
enemy, right?’”  

“How could they be when you don’t know 
them? Here’s the thing: our enemies aren’t just 
the extreme examples that come to mind. They 
are the people that drive us crazy; they annoy 
us with their behaviors. We think of them in the 
same way we think of bosses who call us in on 
holidays or parents who gossip about their own 
children. They are the kind of people we would 
enjoy the least and disagree with the most. Yet, 
yet – whoever it is that comes to mind, Jesus 
told us they’re the ones who will show us how 
real our faith and our holy love is. Loving our 
enemies is a hard test to pass.”

If holy love is the 
mark of our faith 
turning into a living 
biography, the way 
we treat people 
functions as a report 
card of sorts, the 
degree to which we 
demonstrate Jesus’ 
teaching. Even when 
we might discern that 
our neighbor is in 
the wrong, we have 
the opportunity to 
remember how God 
responds to us when 
we are all the more 

wrong – grace. Loving our enemies is a hard 
test to pass, this is true. But in Christ, when 
we get it right, we show ourselves to be eager 
students, willing disciples, and able apostles – 
learned, blessed, and sent to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus, our compassionate teacher.  

Jesus Bless! A Happy Epiphany yet as we 
prepare for Lent!

Pastor Ryan  
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Blood Drive 
On January 10, St. Luke’s hosted a 
blood drive here. A total of 35 blood 
products were collected with 27 
whole blood donors and 4 power red 
donors. We want to thank all who 
donated and also anyone who volunteered to help out 
or made goodies for our donors! 
Our next donation day is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 8 and at that time we will switch from a quarterly 
rotation to a 8-9 week rotation. 

Women’s Group 
The next Women’s Group meeting will be Saturday, 
February 19 at 9:00. All women of St. Luke’s are 
invited. Please join us! Thank you to everyone that 
purchased chili and cornbread. Your support is 
appreciated VERY MUCH!
If you have questions about the Women’s Group, 
contact Sheryl Peterson at 715-248-3007.

2021 Contribution Statements and  
2022 Contribution Envelopes
2021 Contribution Statements are available for 
pickup in the narthex for those that have requested 
to have their contributions tracked. 2022 contribution 
envelopes are still out for those that haven’t picked 
them up yet. If envelopes were not issued to you and 
you would like some, or if you want to change your 
envelopes from your current status, please contact 
Sheryl Peterson 715-248-3007.

New Books in the Library
Please check out what is new in the library on page 6 
of our newsletter.

WORSHIP
Sundays – 8 & 10:30 am worship & recorded online.
Wednesdays – 7:00 am in person
TV –  Northwest Cable chnl 6 Tues. 2pm 

Wed. 6:30pm 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Bible Study The Covenants
We continue with Bible Study. God has established 
His covenants with His people, and we are meant to 
delight in them! Meet in the Fellowship Hall between 
worship services to study and discuss!

Fellowship Coffee Hour  
Thank you for signing up for our Fellowship coffee 
hour. We have had great response and appreciate the 
groups doing this. Right now we have a few openings 
in February so if you want to sign up, do so on bulletin 
board in Narthex.

SERVICE
BOFM Pizza Luncheon  
and Tubing Event 
The BOFM will host a Family 
Day pizza luncheon prior to going 
snow-tubing on Sunday, Feb 27th. 
All ages are welcome but youth 
younger than 7th grade will need 
an adult to come along.
A sign up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board in the Narthex. Tickets  
need to be purchased prior to the date.

National Youth Gathering Fund-
raisers: Sweets for Your Sweet
There will be a Sweets for your Sweet 
bake sale on Sunday, Feb. 13th, in 
support of the National Youth Gathering.
We will collect a free will donation for 
baked items and crafts at this event. 

Choir News  
We will wait to start up again until Wed., March 9. As 
for time, we begin rehearsals immediately following the 
lenten service which starts at 7 pm. 
As we discussed at our last rehearsal, please feel free 
to sing a solo or family group anthem if you are able. I 
know the congregation would love it. 

Please Join us for in-person  
Worship on Wednesdays

At this time we will have Wednesday  
services at 7pm in-person. As in past years 

this will be the same service as Sunday.
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Missions
MISSIONS

LWML  
LWML’s annual prayer service will be 
held Tuesday, February 1, at 10:00. The 
service, which will be based on Luke 
11:1, “Lord, Teach us to Pray,” looks at 
various forms of prayer used frequently 
by believers as we seek to honor Christ, the Lord of 
the Church, with our prayers. Prayer can be simple or 
complex — silent or corporate — memorized or free-
flowing from our heart. It is a conversation with God 
and shows our love for our heavenly Father. Everyone 
is invited to the service! Please join us. If you need 
a ride to the service, call Sheryl Peterson (715-248-
3007).
If you have mites to contribute, they can be left in the 
large Mite Box on the table at the top of the stairs to 
the fellowship hall. More mite boxes are available 
there as well. Mites can also be put in the offering 
plate. Mites help support mission grants like Christ-
Centered Materials for Hmong Language School and 
Outreach. 
The Hmong people have been in the United States 
for 45 years, yet they still retain their native language 
and culture, a majority of the Hmong still only know the 
traditional animist religion of ancestor/spirit worship, 
which is bondage. St. Paul Hmong Outreach Ministries 
in Merced, California, has been actively involved in 

outreach to Hmong communities in their native tongue 
for 15 years, breaking the bondage Satan has on the 
Hmong families with the truth and knowledge that, 
through Christ Jesus, there is no other way to be free 
as Scripture stated, and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free (John 8:32). In 2015 and 
2018, Hmong language schools were founded. They 
are connected with host churches, St. Paul Lutheran in 
Merced and Redeemer Lutheran in Fresno, California.
Through the schools and outreach at New Year’s 
festivals, the Gospel is being heard and families are 
being baptized and confirmed. Funds will be used 
to continue mission programs, develop new training 
modules, and support training implementation of 
Christ-centered educational materials in the Hmong 
language to be used in the schools, for festival 
outreach, and to share with other LCMS churches and 
district.
If you have any questions about LWML, contact 
Annette Jones (715-494-0201). 

February Dedicated Mission:   
Lutheran’s For Life

OUR MISSION …
Equipping Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-
motivated voices For Life.

continued on next page

In celebration of our 80th birthday, LWML (Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League) was challenged to do or 
make 80 of something. As a group, St. Luke’s LWML 
had decided to gather and assemble 80 hygiene kits 
to be distributed by Orphan Grain Train, a world relief 
organization that most of us are familiar with. 
A hygiene kit includes: 

1 bath towel,  
1 wash cloth, 
1 bath size bar of soap,  
1 plastic soap box holder,  
1 toothbrush,  
1 sturdy comb,  
6 band aids (1/2” or 3/4”),  
1 small package tissues,  
1 nail clipper,  
and 1 piece of strong ribbon or cord. 

The items are rolled up in the towel, then the ribbon or 

cord ties it together. We are providing this information 
to invite members of our congregation to join us in 
this effort. We will provide a basket for you to place 
items you have collected. You can donate just one 
item or several depending on how much you want to 
participate. We will be collecting all year or until we 
have reached our goal or decide to keep going. We 
would appreciate your prayers and participation so 
that we may make a difference in people’s lives who 
need our help. 
Some other notes about the items we are collecting: 
Dark colored linens are recommended and do not 
donate items with religious, camouflage, patriotic or 
military symbols.
Please join us and know that our love and that of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ is sent with each packaged kit. 
Together we can accomplish so much and may God 
continue to bless your life as you serve Him. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Celebrates 80 years!



Missions continued from page 5
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St. Luke’s in the Community. . .
OUR VISION …
Every Lutheran, both individually and in community, 
upholding the God-given value of human life and 
influencing society to do the same
OUR PHILOSOPHY …
Lutherans For Life believes that the Church 
is compelled by God’s Word to speak and act 
on behalf of those who are vulnerable and 
defenseless. The crisis of our times is the 
repudiation of biblical truth manifested in the 
wanton destruction of innocent human life through 
legalized abortion-on-demand and the growing 
threat to the lives of others through legalized 
assisted suicide and euthanasia. Therefore, as 
Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give a Gospel-
motivated witness to the Church and society on 
these and other related issues, such as chastity, 
post-abortion healing, and family living. We will 
call God’s people to compassionate action and 
foster life-affirming alternatives for those facing 
difficult situations. Lutherans For Life exists to 
equip Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-
motivated voices For Life. We do this through our 
quarterly journal, “LifeDate,” countless resources 
produced for local congregations, Life Sunday 
materials, speaking and preaching, online Chats 
4Life, Frontline conference calls, Life Teams 
and Life Chapters, and national and regional 
conferences.
Some of the issues we look at are: 

Abortion
Abortion and the Church
Adoption
After the Abortion
Biothics
Christian Responsibility
Contraception
Creation
Crisis Pregnancy
End of Life

Learn more about us and these issues, the 
resources we have, etc. by checking us out at 
lutheransforlife.org.  
There is a blog, quotes, newsletter and more in 
resources on their site.
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February News
Wow, Below are the Sunday school lessons for 
February:

2/06 - Moses and Elijah Appear With Jesus

2/13 - Project Sunday

2/20 - Jesus Teaches About Rewards

2/27 - Jesus Teaches About Loving Enemies

February is a short month, but with a lot going on! 
We celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. We celebrate Valentines Day, and President’s 
Day (George Washington and Abraham Lincoln).

We also begin to look torward March and the coming 
season of Lent, the time we prepare for the coming of 
Easter.

Lots going on as well, with National Youth Gathering 
Sweets Day and a Tubing and Pizza Party at the end 
of February. Remember to sign up!

In His Name, our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ,  
St. Luke’s Sunday School Staff

Board of Family Ministries
Board Members:   

Cheryl Heinecke, Terri Mattmiller,  
Kirstin Mehls, Rachel Townsend,  

Stacy Warner and Julie Zuberbier

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Greetings from Sunday School

Feb. 13 –  Project Sunday

Feb. 27 –  Children Sing (end of 8am)

March 27 –  Children Sing (beginning of 10:30am)

Library News
When I started caring for the library in 
September, I found – to my shock and horror 
– no books by the great C.S. Lewis! Not 
one! Needless to say, I had to remedy the 
situation. 
This month, the library display will be a 
spotlight on Lewis. When I read Lewis, I’m 
always amazed by how his work can be so 
simple yet so profound. I find myself asking, 
“How can this be that good?” The familiarity 
of Lewis can make me forget how unique 
his voice really is. There’s something for 
everyone in Lewis’ work – he has written 
children’s, science fiction, mythology, satire, 
theology, memoir, even poetry. Stop in after 
church to check out a host of great Lewis 
and Lewis-adjacent titles. (If you subscribe 
to Audible, many of his works are included at 
no extra cost, and are excellent to listen to!) 
We also received a veritable library of Max 
Lucado books, which are on the “New 
Books” shelf right above the display counter.
If you have any questions or suggestions  
for the library, please contact me at gabrielle.
md.wright@gmail.com. Feel free to email me 
(or approach me in church) about all things 
books and reading – I'd love to get ideas, 
share recommendations, and just hear about 
your favorite books. Home-bound members, 
please contact me if you’d like to use library 
resources and we can figure out a way to 
make it happen.
Blessings and happy reading!  
Gabby Wright
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Caregiver Class
  

 
 
 
 

Powerful Tools for Caregivers classes help caregivers take better care of 
themselves while caring for a friend or relative.  Whether you provide care for a 
spouse, partner, parent, friend at home or in a care facility, whether down the block 
or miles away, yours is an important role.   This course is for family caregivers like 
you!   
 

The classes give you tools to help:  

• Reduce stress  

• Improve self-confidence  

• Manage time, set goals, and solve problems 

• Better communicate your feelings  

• Make tough decisions  

• Locate helpful resources   
 
 

This six-week in person class series gives you the confidence and support to better 
care for your aging loved one – and yourself.    

Attendees will receive The Caregiver Helpbook, which follows the curriculum and 
provides additional tools to address specific caregiver issues.  Attendees will also 
receive handouts. 

Date: Mondays January 24th – February 28th 

Time: 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

Location: Virtual Zoom  

REGISTER NOW – SPACE LIMITED: To register or to find out more 
information call Kim @ 715-381-4411 or kimberly.bauer@sccwi.gov 

 

“After taking this class I am a more confident caregiver! 
Having tools to resolve problems is a definite advantage in becoming 

a better caregiver and a happier, wiser, healthier me...and a healthier ‘us’!” 
 - PTC Class Participant 

 

 
Powerful Tools for Caregivers (PTC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.  The PTC national office in Portland, OR 

supports caregivers, Class Leaders, and Master Trainers in the US, Canada, and Korea.  



 February 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  
Bible Study 
8:45am 
LWML Prayer  
Service 
10am

2 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Worship 7pm
no Choir 

3 
GA 7pm

4  
Shafer  
Funeral

5  
Knops  
Funeral 
 

6 Communion
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

7  
Staff 11:30 am 

8  
Bible Study 
8:45am 

9 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Worship 7pm
no Choir 

10 
Willow River 
6:30 pm
GA 7pm

11  
Golden Girls at 
noon Not Justa 
Cafe

12  
Men’s 8am

13   
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20
Sweets for Your Sweet

14  
Staff 11:30 am 

15  
Bible Study 
8:45am

16 
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Worship 7pm
no Choir 

17  
GA 7pm

Newsletter  
deadline

18 19 
Women’s 9am

20 Communion 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20

21  
Staff 11:30 am 

22 
Bible Study 
8:45am 

23  
Women’s Brkfst 
Handbells 5:45 pm
Conf: 6-6:45 pm
Worship 7pm
no Choir 

24 
GA 7pm

25 26

27 
Worship 8 & 10:30 am  
Sunday School  
9:20-10:20
Pizza Lunch & Tubing 
Event with BOFM

28  
Staff 11:30 am

Coming in March:
March 2 – Ash Wednesday
March 3 – Lifeline Screening
March 8 – Blood Drive.
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