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REFORMATION CELEBRATION 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 
 

The Service Committee is inviting all members of St. Luke, young and old, 

to come join in the fun as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Refor-

mation from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm, Saturday, October 21st with a day of 

giving back to our community.   There will be 5 projects available to partici-

pate in that day and you will be able to sign up for whichever project you 

prefer.  We are also asking everyone to bring protein rich canned goods to 

help stock the food pantry at Lighthouse Ministries. 
 

BEDS PROJECT (Better Education Demands Sleep) 

Building - 10 beds for underprivileged school age children who do not have 

their own place to sleep. 
 

HELP4KIDS 

Packing - weekend food bags for needy Florence District One students at the 

Help4Kids warehouse on Hoffmeyer Road. 
 

LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRIES 

Painting – a room at the recently acquired building that is now the new 

home of Lighthouse Ministries.  We will also stock the shelves of their food 

pantry. 
 

BLESSING BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS  

Filling- Bags of supplies you can keep in your car to pass out to someone in 

need or homeless that you may see standing on a corner.  It’s a simple way 

to demonstrate kindness and give to others in need. 

THE JOURNAL 

But know that 

to serve God is 

nothing else 

than to serve 

your neighbor 

and do good to 

him in love be 

it a child, wife, 

servant, enemy, 

friend  

Martin Luther 

Reformation  

500 Years 

(continued) 



PAGE 2 THE JOURNAL VOLUME 10,  ISSUE 9  

NURSING HOME VISITATION 

Visiting - Spending time and sharing gifts with the residents of Elmcroft Assisted Living Fa-

cility and Alzheimer’s Care Unit 

 

Upon completion of our projects we will gather together in the Fellowship Hall for a time of 

praise and thanksgiving for all the blessing we were able to share.  A light lunch will be 

served. 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 



Our congregation is partici-

pating in a stewardship pro-

gram entitled “MAKE IT 

SIMPLE”.  On Sunday, Sep-

tember 24th we began our 

weekly themed worship ser-

vices.   

 

September 24th 

Following Jesus 

 

October 1st 

Facing the Truth 

 

October 8th 

Acting Together 

 

October 15th 

Time and Talent Fair 

 

October 22nd 

Sharing Enough 

You may be eligible to make 

a direct transfer of funds 

from your IRA, payable to 

the St. Luke Lutheran 

Church Endowment Fund.   

Qualified Charitable Distri-

butions (QCD) can be count-

ed toward satisfying your 

required minimum distribu-

tions (RMD) for the year, as 

long as certain rules are 

met. 

In addition to the benefits of 

giving to charity, a QCD ex-

cludes the amount donated 

from taxable income, which 

is unlike regular withdraw-

als from an IRA.   Keeping 

your taxable income lower 

may reduce the impact to 

certain tax credits and de-

ductions, including Social 

Security and Medicare. 

While many IRAs are eligi-

ble for QCDs – there are re-

quirements: 

You must be 70 ½ or older to 

be eligible to make a QCD. 

QCDS are limited to the 

amount that would other-

wise be taxed as ordinary 

Endowment Committee 
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income.  This excludes no-

deductible contributions. 

The maximum annual 

amount that can qualify for 

QCD is $100,000.  This ap-

plies to the sum of QCDs 

made to one or more chari-

ties in a calendar year. (If, 

however, you file taxes joint-

ly, your spouse can also 

make a QCD from his or her 

own IRA with in the same 

taxes year for up to 

$100,000.) 

For a QCD to count towards 

your current year’s RMD, 

the funds must come out of 

your IRA by your RMD 

deadline, generally Decem-

ber 31. 

The St. Luke Church Foun-

dation is a great place to di-

rect your QCD, knowing 

that you are helping the 

community while reducing 

your taxes.  A tax advisor 

can help you determine if 

both your IRA and charity 

qualify for QCDS. 

 Scott Mitchell  

Mitch Fender would like to extend a special thank you to every-

one who reached out with their prayers, phone calls and flowers 

during his recent surgery.  The outpouring of support was great-

ly appreciated. 

 

Thanks to all the members of St. Luke for their prayers and sup-

port during Sam’s illness and passing.  Your cards, visits and 

calls showed the Christina love you have for us.  We were over-

whelmed with your caring.    Idette Tucker 
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Lutheran Men 
Joe Onessimo and Don Ru-

pard prepared and served 

chili and salad, accompanied 

by Sarah's broccoli corn-

bread and Teena's sheet 

cakes at our  September  19, 

2017 meeting.   All 16 men 

present enjoyed the meal 

and our thanks go out to all 

of those who helped prepare 

the meal.   This writer was 

not present, having under-

gone a root canal shortly be-

fore the meeting .  Although 

it was a pain 

free experi-

ence, thanks 

to Dr.  Snow-

den,  I had a 

fat lip, which 

made it diffi-

cult to talk.  

When you 

can't hear and 

can't talk, 

there is not 

much use in going to a meet-

ing.   We missed Tommy 

Folk, Jr. who was having 

neck pain,  from watching  

his beloved Clemson football  

team run over their oppo-

nents every week.  Tommy 

III was present  and  

seemed to be well and happy 

to tell anyone who will lis-

ten, about Clemson football.   

We missed John Slice, who 

had a doctor's appointment 

at Duke.  He has been doing 

so well, and we hope he re-

ceived a good report.   We 

are sending two teams to 

compete in the SCLMM golf 

tournament.  Lutheran Men 

Sunday is  October 8, and 

men will be officiating in dif-

ferent parts of the service.  

There will also be a men's 

choir that Sunday, and re-

hearsal will be on Wednes-

day, October 4, at 7:00 pm.   

Our BEDS program is pro-

ceeding, and we will build 

bed frames for school chil-

dren who have no bed on 

Saturday, October 21, in the 

church parking lot.  Our late 

b r o t h e r 

Sam Tuck-

er, knew 

about this 

project and 

requested 

that a do-

nation in 

h i s 

memory be 

made by 

his family.  

They did and materials will 

be acquired for this project  

in memory of Sam.  We will 

miss Sam at our meetings, 

which he rarely missed, usu-

ally with a good story or 

two, which everyone en-

joyed.  The whole congrega-

tion will miss him, because 

any of us in need could ex-

pect to see Sam and Idette 

or hear from them.   When 

my daughter was married in 

our church we had no Sex-

ton, so I had to go to the 

church early to let the flow-

er people in and open the 

church for her wedding.   

When I arrived, the church 

was open and ready.  Later  

I learned that Sam Tucker 

had gone to the church that 

morning and opened it for 

the wedding.  He would not 

have told me, but he told 

Gwynette  " I did that for 

Wylie."    What a blessing it 

was to have been a member 

of the same church with 

Sam Tucker.     

 On October 13, our 

meeting will be held at Flo-

ra's Farm, home of Buster 

and John Holland, and the 

whole congregation is invit-

ed to a fish fry that evening 

hosted by the Lutheran 

Men.  This will be a great 

evening and we appreciate 

the generosity and hospitali-

ty of the Holland Boys. 

 Finally, at our Sep-

tember meeting our pro-

gram was a video of a com-

mencement address deliv-

ered by Lou Holtz in 2015.  

Walt Brandt and Tommy 

Folk III  were perfect gentle-

men and neither of them 

booed or hissed.  It was 

probably just as well that 

Tommy Folk, Jr. and Earl 

Frick  were absent.  Maybe 

we could have a commence-

ment address delivered by 

Dabo Swinney at a meeting 

soon,  if he has delivered 

one.    

  Wylie Caldwell 
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Fish Fry at Flora’s Farm 

Friday October 13 

6:00PM 

Lutheran Men in Mission at St. Luke cordially invites ALL 

members of the congregation to enjoy an evening of fish and 

fellowship.  Our hosts, Buster and John Holland, are ready to empty 

their freezers and demonstrate their culinary skills.  The attendees 

who can cook may bring a side dish to supplement the entrée.   

A Celebration to Honor All Who Served 

Friday, November 17 
 

Gathering 5:30 - 6:15 PM 

Dinner 6:30 PM 

Program 7:00 PM 

 

St. Luke Fellowship Hall 

“Lutheran Men in Mission” 

Honoring our Veterans Past and Present 
 

“Classic Car, Truck and Bike Show” 
 

November 18th, 2017 

9:00AM - 4:00PM 

Registration Fee: $20.00 

Place: 1201 Cherokee Road, Florence, SC 
 

100% Proceeds to benefit Veteran Resource Center of Florence 

50/50 Raffle/Music/Food 
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Trunk or Treat will be held Sunday,   

October 29th following our annual 

Octoberfest Celebration. Everyone is 

invited.  We will eat supper at 5:00 

pm with a children's parade of cos-

tumes at 5:45 pm.   And then Trunk 

or Treat will be held. 
 

Hopefully you are asking the question, "How can I help pull this wonderful church family 

time off?"  

Well. . . . . . 

We need volunteers to decorate trunks!! 

We need volunteers to donate candy for the trunks!! 

We need volunteers to just come and have a good time with your church family!! 

 

Please contact Jenny Girard or Beckie Potterfield to volunteer to help us have an amazing 

Trunk or Treat. 

Yes, I will volunteer for Trunk or Treat! 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________ 

I will decorate a trunk 

I will donate candy 

I will help with the costume parade 

 

Please fill out and return to the 

church office or in the offering plate 

by October 22. 
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The Learning Committee would like to thank everyone who has donated items 

to Operation Christmas Child thus far.  The large Christmas tree in the Gath-

ering Area is being updated weekly with ornaments for needed items.  We will 

continue to collect items through November 5th. 

I was shopping last week and found a pack of four glue sticks for $.50.  They 

weren’t on my shopping list, but I knew that was an item on the Operation 

Christmas Child wish list.  I picked them up and placed them in the collection 

box this past Sunday.  Keeping our eyes open for deals will help St. Luke meet 

our goal of packing 200 Operation Christmas Child boxes. 

We had someone ask if they could fill a box on their own.  And the answer is a 

big YES!!  If you would like to pack your very own box, pick one up in the 

Gathering Area, fill it, and return it on or before November 12th.  One person 

plans to fill boxes in honor of their grandchildren. 

If you would prefer to donate funds to assist in this project, please do so.  The 

Learning Committee will use the funds to purchase additional items needed. 

If you have any question about the Operation Christmas child project, please 

contact Beckie Potterfield or any member of Learning Committee. 

WELCA News 

I usually have to write this article before our Executive Board Meeting.  So what I can 

tell you is that last month we talked about many things.  The Nominating Committee 

met after the regular meeting and we will get their report next week.  We have a large 

agenda for this month which includes Epiphany Conference meeting on October 21 at 

Cross & Crown beginning 11:00.  Circles will be hosting a coffee hour on Reformation 

Sunday.  We are excited to be a part of the Time and Talent Fair and will have a great 

table.  As a group we keep all of the victims of the hurricanes and earthquakes in our 

thoughts and prayers.  We also send our sympathy and love to the Matthews Family 

and the Weber Family. 

Jane Heister 
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Please Pray for Those Serving Our Country  

 

S/Sgt. Jesse LeSueur  

Germany 

(grandson of Betty Lou Burrows) 

 

S/Sgt. Victor Tran  

South Korea 

(husband of Brynn Riegel Tran) 

 

Walt Harper 

Lackland Air Force Base 

San Antonio, TX 

 

 

LTC Fred Philipp 

482 Loblolly Drive 

Vass, NC  28934 

(son of Sylvia and Bill Philipp) 

 

SGT David Drew 

Camp LeJeune,  

North Carolina 

(grandson of Jill Smith) 

 

 

Almighty and eternal God, 

those who take refuge in you 

will be glad and forever will 

shout for joy. Protect these 

soldiers as they discharge 

their duties. Protect them with 

the shield of your strength 

and keep them safe from all 

evil and harm. May the power 

of your love enable them to 

return home in safety, that 

with all who love them, they 

may ever praise you for your 

loving care. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As the youth transition from the fun of summer to 

the schoolwork of fall, it serves as a reminded to all 

that change in our lives is inevitable. Morning rou-

tines, class schedules and homework tend to refocus 

 our youth and parents. Fall means the restarting of 

weekly LCY meetings and service projects. The first 

meeting of the year was held on September 17 and 

we welcomed back the youth and their parents with a taco dinner in the ministry house. 

Everyone left full and informed. The year ahead was previewed a few events and service 

projects are being planned in the near future. On September 24 we expect a contingent of 

12 or more from our LCY to attend the Big Church Night Out Christian Music event be-

ing held at the Florence Civic Center. On Oct 15 the LCY will pack bags for Help4Kids at 

2:00 PM. There is also the possibility of giving back to those who have served us, as the 

youth have been asked to participate in a clean-up work day at Camp Agape’ near Ra-

leigh. The National Gathering trip planning is proceeding as well. We have 11 children 

registered and we’ve signed up early guaranteeing the lowest cost for registry and the 

best possibility for hotel accommodations nearest the Gathering venue. 

    David Williams 
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Responsibility Date Person(s) Serving  

Assisting       

Minister/ 

Lector 

All  

Month 

 

8:30 Joe Fetcko/Denise Pinkerman 

10:30 Tommy Ewart/Bruce Snipes 

Communion   

Assistants 

All  

Month 

8:30 Smallwood Family 

10:30 Phil  & Juanita Miller  

Ushers 

 

Greeters 

All  

Month 

 

All 

Month 

Buddy Dunklin, Buck Schnibben, Dan 
Breeding, Bruce Snipes 

 

8:30 Keith & Margaret Taylor 

10:30 Ann Hart & Georgia Fraser 

Crucifers 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

8 

 

15 

 

22 

 

8:30 Caroline Shealy 

10:30 Jake Montgomery 

8:30 Gillian Smallwood 

10:30 Mary Catherine Mitchell 

8:30 Kayla Grace Pinkerman 

10:30 Colie Cagle 

8:30 Tessa Pinkerman 

10:30 Caroline Patterson 

9:30 MyKenna Blankenship 

Acolytes 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

8 

 

15 

 

22 

 

29 

8:30 Gillian Smallwood 

10:30 G. Herring & G. Horger 

8:30 Tessa Pinkerman 

10:30 E. Williams & T. Gade 

8:30 Hunter Blankenship 

10:30 I. Boyd & R. Jackson 

8:30 Caroline Shealy 

10:30 A. Brewer & G. Horger 

9:30 A. Williams & R. Jackson 

SERVING THIS MONTH • OCTOBER 2017 

Responsibility Date Person(s) Serving  

Offering 

Tellers 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

 

 

 

Don Rupard & R. Smallwood 

Tommy Ewart & Joe Onessimo 

Jenny Girard & Joy Boone  

Scott Mitchell & Joe Warren 

Don Rupard & R. Smallwood 

 

 

Hans & Lucy Anne Laufer 

Bill & Ruthelle Yonce 

Dan & Ella Breeding 

Don & Teena Rupard 

David & Joan Crawford 

Altar Flower 
Delivery 

All 

Month 

Freida Klaus 

Nursery 

 
1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

Sonya Dunklin 

Jenny Girard 

Kelly Shull 

Julia Jackson 

Cebie Perkins 

Reformation Sunday 

October 29th 

Reformation Sunday 

 9:30 AM service 

WELCA coffee hour following the Service 

Oktoberfest at 5:00 PM 

Trunk or Treat 5:45 PM 

Wear RED the color of the Reformation 
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Sunday, October 1 

8:30am  Service of Holy Communion 

9:30am  Sunday School 

10:30am Service of Holy Communion 

5:00 Alive @ Five/Confirm. Classes-Ed. Wing 

5:00 Bell Choir Practice 

6:00 LCY 

 

Monday, October 2 

6:00 Witness Committee (MLH) 

7:00 Dorothy Wood Circle (Seminar Brewery)  

 

Tuesday, October 3 

10:00am Freida Klaus Circle-MH 

5:45pm Community Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

6:30pm Sister Najla Circle 

 

Wednesday, October 4 

7:00am Matins 

10:00am Comm. Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

12:15pm Service of Holy Communion 

6:00pm Vespers/Chancel Choir Practice 

6:30pm Pastor's Bible Study 

 

Thursday, October 5 

10:00am Sister Bertha Circle-MH 

 

Sunday, October 8 (LMM Sunday) 

8:30am  Service of Holy Communion 

9:30am  Sunday School 

10:30am Service of Holy Communion 

1:00pm Congregation Council Mtg. 

5:00pm Alive @ Five/Confirm. Classes-Ed. Wing 

5:00pm Bell Choir Practice 

6:00pm LCY 

 

Tuesday, October 10 

5:45pm Community Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

 

Wednesday, October 11 

7:00am Matins 

10:00am Comm. Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

12:15pm Service of Holy Communion 

6:00pm Vespers/Chancel Choir Practice 

6:30pm Pastor's Bible Study 

 

Thursday, October 12 

6:00pm Learning Comm. Meeting-Ed. Wing 

 

Friday, October  13 

6:00pm Congregation Fish Fry at Flora’s Farm  

 

Sunday, October 15 

8:30am  Service of Holy Communion 

9:30am Time & Talent Fair 

9:30am  Sunday School 

10:30am Service of Holy Communion 

12:00pm Time & Talent Fair 

2:00pm Help 4 Kids 

5:00pm Alive @ Five/Confirm. Classes/Bell Choir Practice 

 

Monday, October 16 

7:30pm Florence Symphony Concert  

 

Tuesday, October 17 

11:30am VIPs 

5:45pm Community Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

 

Wednesday, October 18 

7:00am Matins 

10:00am Comm. Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

12:15pm Service of Holy Communion 

6:00pm Vespers/Chancel Choir Practice 

6:30pm Pastor's Bible Study 

 

 

ST. LUKE CALENDAR    • OCTOBER 2017 
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October 15th  

Time and Talent Fair  

 

October 16th 

Florence Symphony Reformation perfor-

mance 

 

October 21st 

Reformation Celebration Day of Serving  

(9:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

October 22nd 

MAKE IT SIMPLE Sunday 

 

October 29th 

Reformation Sunday (only 9:30 AM service) 

WELCA coffee hour following the Service 

 

Oktoberfest at 5:00 PM 

Trunk or Treat 5:45 PM 

Thursday, October 19 

6:00pm Service Committee Meeting-Ed. Wing 

 

Saturday, October 21 

9:00am Reformation Celebration Day of Serving 

 

Sunday, October 22 (Commitment Sunday) 

8:30am  Service of Holy Communion 

9:30am  Sunday School 

10:30am Service of Holy Communion 

5:00pm Alive @ Five/Confirm. Classes-Ed. Wing 

5:00pm Bell Choir Practice 

6:00pm LCY 

 

Tuesday, October 24 

5:00pm WELCA Exec. Bd Meeting-MLH 

5:45pm Community Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

 

Wednesday, October 25 

7:00am Matins 

10:00am Comm. Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

12:15pm Service of Holy Communion 

6:00pm Vespers/Chancel Choir Practicee 

6:30pm Pastor's Bible Study 

 

Sunday, October 29 

9:30am Service of Holy Communion 

11:00am WELCA Coffee Hour 

5:00pm Octoberfest 

5:45 pm Children’s Parade of Costumes 

6:00pm Trunk or Treat 

 

Tuesday, October 31 

5:45pm Community Learning Ministry –Ed. Wing 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
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My work as secretary of the              

constitution committee has                 

concluded! The constitution 

was ratified and student body 

officers have been elected for 

United Lutheran  Seminary!  

I want to update everyone 

on our status in Naples.  I, 

along with my supervisor 

and our congregation, are all 

safe following the storm.  

While there is extensive 

landscape damage and 

many downed trees and 

power lines, we are very for-

tunate that we did not sus-

tain structural damage to 

our homes or the church.  

Unfortunately, this cannot 

be said for everyone in 

Southwest Florida.  Mobile 

home parks in Naples were 

decimated and people living 

in low-lying areas sustained 

significant flooding in their 

homes.  Massive power 

outages are the biggest 

concern at the moment.  

South Florida heat and 

humidity without air 

conditioning is downright 

brutal.  I lived it in for 

just four days and I can’t 

imagine having to go 

through it for an extend-

ed amount of time. 

 As I was driving to 

my supervisor’s home yes-

terday, I saw a massive food 

and water distribution cen-

ter and a lady wading 

through her front yard, pull-

ing a canoe.  While some of 

us are slowly making our 

way back to normality, there 

are some who have lost eve-

rything.  When we gathered 

for worship as a congrega-

tion the Sunday following 

the storm, people were very 

emotional.  The Christus 

Victor family came together 

to support one another as 

we journeyed together.  Be-

low is the sermon that I 

preached that day. 

 “What a week. It’s 

hard to wrap our minds 

around all that has tran-

spired in the past seven 

days.  And, yes, it was just 

only seven days ago that 

Hurricane Irma emerged 

from the Gulf of Mexico and 

slammed the coast of South 

West Florida.  I don’t know 

about you, but 

I’m feeling the 

mental, physical, 

and emotional 

exhaustion of 

this rollercoaster 

named Irma, 

and her after-

math.  By this 

time last Sun-

day, I had evacuated the In-

tern House and was staying 

with the Slater family for 

the duration of the hurri-

cane.  On Sunday, we tried 

to distract ourselves from the 

howling winds and creaking 

metal outside with card 

games and conversation, but 

as the eye of the storm ap-

proached and the power fi-

nally gave out – our fears 

and anxiety were palpable as 

I’m sure many of yours were 

as well.  Were we individual-

ly, and all of our friends and 

family going to be safe in the 

storm?  What damage was 

happening every time we 

heard those fierce winds 

blow?  Would we have a 

home to return to once the 

storm did finally pass? 

 With all of our ques-

tions and fears, we turned to 

worship and prayer.  We 

pulled out the church bulle-

tins and we followed the or-

der of the service.  When it 

came time for the Prayers of 

Intercession – I read part of 

the prayer of the Psalmist in 

Psalm 46.  When I think of 

raw, vulnerable, human 

emotion in scripture – I often 

think of the Psalms.  Psalm 

46 holds special significance 

for me as I sang an arrange-

ment of it with the seminary 

choir as Hurricane Matthew 

ravaged my home state of 

South Carolina. 

 In Psalm 46, the 

psalmist writes, “God is our 

refuge and strength, a very 

present help in trouble. 

Therefore we should not 

fear, though the earth 

should change, Though the 

mountains shake in the 

heart of the sea, though its 

waters roar and foam, 
though its mountains tremble 

with its tumult.   

(continued) 

Greetings from Naples! 



There is a river whose 

streams make glad the city 

of God.  The holy habitation 

of the Most High.  God is in 

the midst of the city, it shall 

not be moved.  God will help 

it when the morning dawns.  

The nations are in an up-

roar, the kingdoms trotter.  

He utters his voice, the earth 

melts.  The Lord of Hosts is 

with us, the God of Jacob is 

our stronghold.” 

 When I shared part of 

the Psalm last Sunday, the 

line that stood out to me 

was, “God is in the midst of 

the city.”  God was present in 

the midst of the city of the 

psalmist and God was pre-

sent last week in our cities as 

the winds were rattling our 

homes, breaking down trees 

and power lines, and the wa-

ter filled the streets.  God’s 

reassuring presence in the 

midst of the hurricane was 

our refuge and strength.  

 As I was reflecting on 

my message for today, I was 

drawn again to Psalm 46.  

The Psalm concludes with, 

“Be still and know that I am 

God!  I am exalted among 

the nations, I am exalted in 

the earth.”  "The Lord of 

hosts is with us, the God of 

Jacob is my stronghold.”  

This time, I was struck by 

the words, “Be still and 

know that I am God.” 

 As we all experienced 

this past week, life as we 

know it comes to a halt in 

the aftermath of a hurricane. 

Our electricity for all the ap-

pliances and electronics we 

rely on goes away.  Our 

phone lines are shut down.  

Our work schedules are in-

terrupted.  The conditions of 

the roads or the scarcity of 

fuel prevent us from travel-

ing as we normally would.  

But now, as the rebuilding 

continues and as we’re start-

ing to resume aspects of our 

lives, we might be feeling a 

combination of two different 

things.  On one hand, we’re 

feeling overwhelmed by all 

that we have to do; all that 

we need to catch up on.  We 

have homes to repair, yards 

to clear, houses to re-

organize, not to mention the 

workload of the past week 

that awaits us at our jobs.  

But on the other hand, we’re 

just yearning to get back to 

our everyday routines.  I 

miss coming into the office 

every day.  I miss being able 

to shop at Publix and pre-

pare meals in my kitchen.  

We’re eager to move on from 

the great big pause caused 

by the hurricane and get 

busy doing all these things, 

but God also is calling us to 

be still.  And I think that as 

much as we’re ready to get 

busy and stay busy, we need 

to take time to be still and 

process all that has hap-

pened.  

To be still and know that 

God is God.  

To be still and know that 

God is a God who hears our 

prayers.  

To be still and give thanks to 

God that we safely survived 

the hurricane.  

To be still and give thanks to 

God that we still have a 

place to call home and a job 

to return to.  

To be still and just simply 

REST.  

 As we close this trau-

matic week of Hurricane Ir-

ma and begin to move for-

ward rebuilding and return-

ing to our routines, with our 

seemingly endless to-do lists 

- it’s important that we re-

member to be still - to center 

ourselves on God and rest 

our souls.  To be still and 

turn all of our thanksgiv-

ings, troubles, and emotions 

over to God.  To know that 

God walked with us through 

the hurricane and God will 

continue to walk with us eve-

ry day. 
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Rev. Jeffrey W. Shealy, STS  

jwshealy@gmail.com    
 

Taylor Bell 
Office Manager 
administrator 

@stlukeflorence.org 
 

Joyce Shaw 
Deacon 

Director of Music  
odetojoyce@aol.com 

 
 

 
Cebie Perkins 

Treasurer  
treasurer@stlukeflorence.org 

 
Buddy Dunklin 

Sexton 
sexton@stlukeflorence.org 

 
Chad Quillen 

Custodian 

Church Staff 

 
Tommy Ewart, President 

tewartjr@gmail.com 
 

Don Rupard, Vice President 
donrupard@sc.rr.com 

 
Beverly Hiller, Secretary 

bhiller843@aol.com 
 

Scott Mitchell 
smitch0123@gmail.com 

 
Joe Warren 

joesandie@yahoo.com 
 

Joy Boone 
jboone19@aol.com 

 
Robbie Smallwood 
rls49@outlook.com 

 
Joe Onessimo 

onessimoj@aol.com 
 

Jenny Girard 
jennygirard@ymail.com 

Church Council 

As Jesus says in Matthew’s Gospel, 

“Come to me, all you that are weary 

and carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me; for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, 

and you will find rest for your 

souls.”  Thanks be to God, The Lord 

of hosts who is with us, the God of 

Jacob who is our stronghold.  

Amen.” 

 Thank you for all of your 

thoughts and prayers as we contin-

ue our journey of recovery down 

here.  It has been quite the learn-

ing experience for me, but I am 

humbled by the grace of God and 

the support of the Body of Christ 

through this time.    

     

Grace and Peace,    

   Laura  
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October 3 

 Chris Herring 

October 4 

 Katie Stoughton  

October 5 

 Katie Ford   

October 6 

 Laura Lindner  

October 7 

 Gwynette Caldwell 

 Buddy Dunklin  

October 8 

 Sarah Kate Calcutt 

October 9 

 Tommy Hewitt  

October 10 

 Sims Cannon  

 Ron Milz                                         

 Flossie Zigler                              

October 11 

 Ann Hart                                          

October 15 

 Arline Mitchell                

October 16 

 Nicole Davis                 

October 17 

 Jean Herring  

October 18 

 Lauren Roland                                 

October 19 

 Snowden Jackson 

 

 

October 20                 

 Kathy Dowis                           

 Tripp Potterfield   

October 21 

 David Horger  

October 23   

 Carol Sanderson  

October 24 

 Leslie Castello 

 Mary Katherine Lawson 

October 25 

 Hunter Blankenship

 Larry Matthews  

October 28  

 Alan Spivey  

 Ken Wells  

 Ward Lyerly   

October 29  

 Robbie Seastrunk 

  

October 3 

Beckie and Jeb Potterfield 
  

October 4 

David and Kristi Horger   

Bill and Ruthelle Yonce   

 

October 8 

Bernie and Kathy Campbell  

 

October 9  

Howard and Paula Efird  

October 10  

David and Cathy Pate                

 

October 25 

Conrad and Sandy Derrick  

 

October  27             

Kelly and Denise Pinkerman               
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To Proclaim, serve and witness to the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ 
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Florence, SC  29501 
 
Phone: 843-662-4622 
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Celebrating 500 years of faith! 


