
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 20, 2025 

 
588 Jesus Loves Me sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Baptism 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of 
Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle 
Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 
  
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the 
power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless 
delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and 
grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

P How are you named? 

R [Name] 
 

P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T 
heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 

P Let us pray. 



Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved 
believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all 
his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, 
foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of 
Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a 
blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 
  
We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and bless 
[him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in 
[him/her/them], which has been inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she herself / 
they themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that 
[he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being 
separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a 
fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] 
would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 
baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to 
confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They 
are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for 
them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and 
encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to 
be examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 
  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill 
what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
  
They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 
rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said 
to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on 
them, and blessed them. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even T 
forevermore. 

C Amen. 
 

P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P [Name], do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of 
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to 

life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 



P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the 
world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may 
meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which shall have no end. 

 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] 
in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises 
of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously 
preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism 
and made [him/her/them] [a member / members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an 
heir / heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as [he/she/they] 
[has/have] now become Your [child/children], You would keep [him/her/them] in 
[his/her/their] baptismal grace, that according to Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may 
faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, 
with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin Mary. We 
thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember that we are all 
Your children and so love and nurture [him/her] that [he/she] may attain to the full stature 
intended for [him/her] in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing needful that by Your 
Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:1–14 
 1 The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in 
the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in 
front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to 
the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let 
a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a 
morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly 
into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 
7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, 
who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set 
it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The LORD 
said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” 
And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 



advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, 
saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is 
anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you about this time next 
year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Colossians 1:21–29 
 21You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled 
in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach 
before him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope 
of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister 
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God 
fully known, 26the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To 
them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I 
toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 10:38–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to his teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him 



and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help 
me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many 
things, 42but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken 
away from her.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

589 Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–83; (sts. 1–3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

  



728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all— 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid— 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine— 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death— 
This is the pow'r of Christ in me; 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home— 
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand. 

Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 
Copyright © 2001 Kingsway Thankyou Music  
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