Midweek Lent Service
March 20, 2024

Opening Versicles LSB 285
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Psalm Psalm 119:9-16; antiphon: v. 10
BETH

9How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding it according to your word.
“With my whole heart I seek you;
let me not wander from your commandments!
"] have stored up your word in my heart,
that [ might not sin against you.
2Blessed are you, O LORD;
teach me your statutes!
BWith my lips I declare
all the just decrees of your mouth.
“In the way of your testimonies I delight
as much as in all riches.
5] will meditate on your precepts
and fix my eyes on your ways.
16T will delight in your statutes;
I will not forget your word.

Reading: Daniel 6

"It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom;
2and over them three presidents, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give
account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3Then this Daniel became distinguished above all
the other presidents and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to
set him over the whole kingdom. 4Then the presidents and the satraps sought to find a ground
for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for
complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. 5Then
these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it
in connection with the law of his God.”

5Then these presidents and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King
Darius, live forever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the
counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce
an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the
document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians,
which cannot be revoked.” 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction.



®When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had
windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a
day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. "Then these men
came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. *Then they came
near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an
injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you,
O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 3Then they answered
and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you,
O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”

4Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver
Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. Then these men came by
agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.”

16Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king
declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 7And a stone was
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with
the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. ®Then the king went
to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from
him.

9Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. >°As he came near
to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O
Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver
you from the lions?” #Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel
and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before
him; and also before you, O king, | have done no harm.” 2Then the king was exceedingly glad,
and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den,
and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. >4And the king
commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the
den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the
den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.

>Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:
“Peace be multiplied to you. 2 make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel,

for he is the living God,
enduring forever;
his kingdom shall never be destroyed,
and his dominion shall be to the end.
27He delivers and rescues;
he works signs and wonders
in heaven and on earth,
he who has saved Daniel
from the power of the lions.”

850 this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Sermon



716 1 Walk in Danger All the Way

| 108

N
A

— e i — e —
& ) * e "

0 & T ' T T
11 walk in dan - ger all the way. The thought shall nev - er
21 pass through tri - als all the way, With sin and ills con -
3 And death pur - sues me all the way, No - where I rest se -
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walk with an - gels all the way, They shield me and be -
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leave me That Sa - tan, who has marked his prey, Is
tend - ing; In pa - tience I must bear each day The
cure - ly; He comes by night, he comes by day, He
friend me; All Sa - tan’s pow’r is held at bay When
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plot - ting to de - ceive  me. This foe with hid - den snares

cross of God’s own send - ing. When in ad - ver - si - ty
takes his prey most sure - ly. A fail - ing breath, and 1
heav’'n-ly hosts at - tend me; They are my sure de - fense,
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May seize me un - a - wares If I should fail to
I know not where to flee, = When storms of woe my
In death’s strong grasp may lie To face e - ter - ni -
All fear and sor - row, hence! Un - harmed by foes, do
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watch and pray. I walk  in dan - ger all the way.
soul dis - may, I pass through tri - als all the way.
ty to - day As death pur - sues me all the way.
what they may, I walk with an - gels all the way.

5 Iwalk with Jesus all the way,
His guidance never fails me;
Within His wounds I find a stay
When Satan’s pow’r assails me;
And by His footsteps led,
My path I safely tread.
No evil leads my soul astray;
[ walk with Jesus all the way.

6 My walk is heav'nward all the way;
Await, my soul, the morrow,
When God’s good healing shall allay
All suffring, sin, and sorrow.
Then, worldly pomp, begone!
To heav'n | now press on.
For all the world I would not stay;
My walk is heav'nward all the way.
Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863-1938, alt.

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen
Text and tune: Public domain



Kyrie

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Versicles
Hear my prayer, O Lord;

LSB 285

LSB 286
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let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call upon You,

for You answer me.

Hide Your face from my sins,

and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence,

and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,

and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Because Your steadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise You.

For You have been my help,

and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy.
Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth;
unite my heart to fear Your name.

I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and I will glorify Your name forever.

May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.

May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”
Save Your people and bless Your heritage!

Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;

listen to my plea for grace.

Collect of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Benedicamus LSB 287

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Blessing LSB 287

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.

Amen.



Our Lord’s Passion: Part V. Calvary

880 Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow

A\

Mo

i ; — T f T I
et
] I I |
1 Now rest be - neath night’s shad - ow The wood - land,
2 The ra - diant sun has van - ished, Its gold - en
3 Now all the heavn - ly splen - dor  Breaks forth in
4 Lord Je - sus, since You love  me, Now spread Your
5 My loved ones, rest se - cure - ly, For God this
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field, and mead - ow; The world in slum - ber lies.
rays are ban - ished From dark-’ning skies of night;
star - light ten - der From myr - iad worlds un-known;
wings a - bove me And shield me from a - larm.
night will sure - ly From per - il guard your heads.
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But you, my heart, a - wak - ing And prayer and mu - sic
But  Christ, the Sun of glad - ness, Dis - pel - ling all our
And we, this mar - vel see - ing, For - get our self - ish
Though Sa - tan would de - vour me, Let an - gel guards sing
Sweet slum-bers may He send you And bid His hosts at -
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mak - ing, Let praise to your Cre - a - tor rise.
sad - ness, Shines down on us in warm - est light.
be - ing For joy of beau - ty not  our own.
o’er me: This child of God shall meet no harm.
tend you And through the night watch o’er your  beds.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450-1517
Text and tune: Public domain
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