Midweek Lent Service
March 13, 2024

Opening Versicles LSB 285
O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Psalm 107:1-9
'Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
2Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble
3and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
4Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;
shungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.
5Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
7He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.
8Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!
9For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Sermon
Reading Daniel 5
'King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the
thousand.

2Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that
Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king
and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3Then they brought in the
golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the
king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4They drank wine and
praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

sImmediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the
king’s palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. °Then the king’s



color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked
together. 7The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers.
The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and shows me its
interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and shall
be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not
read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. °Then King Belshazzar was
greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed.

“The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting hall,
and the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color
change. "There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the days of
your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him,
and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—made him chief of the magicians,
enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, *because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and
understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the
interpretation.”

BThen Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You are
that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. I have
heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and excellent
wisdom are found in you. "Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me
to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the
interpretation of the matter. *But I have heard that you can give interpretations and solve
problems. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall
be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be the third ruler in
the kingdom.”

7Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your
rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to him the
interpretation. O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and
greatness and glory and majesty. YAnd because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples,
nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom
he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. >*°But
when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was
brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. *He was driven from
among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling
was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it
whom he will. 22And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all
this, 2but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house
have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have
drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood,
and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and
whose are all your ways, you have not honored.

24“Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. >And this is the
writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 2°This is the interpretation of the
matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; *’TEKEL,
you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; 2®PERES, your kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and Persians.”



29Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was
put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler

in the kingdom.

3°That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 3* And Darius the Mede received

the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

Hymn: 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane
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1 Go to dark Geth - sem - a - ne,
2 Fol - low to the  judg - ment hall,
3 Cal - v'ry’s mourn - ful moun - tain climb;
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
Text and tune: Public domain

Kyrie
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Versicles
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Hear my prayer, O Lord;

let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call upon You,

for You answer me.

Hide Your face from my sins,

and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence,

and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,

and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Because Your steadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise You.

For You have been my help,

and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy.
Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth;
unite my heart to fear Your name.
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I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,

and I will glorify Your name forever.

May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.

May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”

Save Your people and bless Your heritage!

Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;

listen to my plea for grace.

Collect of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Benedicamus LSB 287

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Blessing LSB 287

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.

Amen.

Our Lord’s Passion: Part IV. The Praetorium



Closing Hymn: 877 God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven
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1 God, who made the earth and heav -en, Dark - ness and light:
2 And when morn a - gain shall call us To run  life’s way,
3 Guard us wak-ing, guard us sleep-ing, And when we die,
Ho - ly Fa-ther, throned in heav-en, Al - ho - ly Son,
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You the day for work have giv-en, For rest the night. May Your
May we still, what-e’er be-fall us, Your will 0 - bey. From the
May we in Your might - y keep-ing All  peace - ful lie. When the
Ho - ly Spir-it, free - ly giv-en, Blest Three in One: Grant us
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an - gel guards de - fend wus, Slum-ber sweet Your mer - cy send us,
powrof e - vil hide us, In the nar-row path- way guide us,
last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not for-sake us,
grace,we now im-plore You, Till we lay our crowns be - fore You
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Ho - ly dreams and hopes at-tend us All through the night.
Nev-er be Your smile de-nied us All through the day.
But to reign in glo - ry take us With You on high.

And in wor - thier strains a - dore You While a - ges run.
Text (st. 1): Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.; (sts. 2, 4): William Mercer, 1811-73, alt.; (st. 3): Richard Whately, 1787-1863, alt.
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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