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Opening Versicles LSB 285 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 19 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
2Day to day pours out speech, 
 and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3There is no speech, nor are there words, 
 whose voice is not heard. 
4Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 
 and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
 5which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the end of them, 
 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
7The law of the LORD is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
8the precepts of the LORD are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
9the fear of the LORD is clean, 
 enduring forever; 
the just decrees of the LORD are true, 
 and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can discern his errors? 
 Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not have dominion over me! 



Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
 

Sermon 
 

Reading Daniel 3 

 1King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth 
six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the 
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to the 
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3Then the satraps, the prefects, 
and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the 
officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4And the herald 
proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall 
down and worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6And whoever does 
not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 7Therefore, as 
soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 
kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
 8Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. 
9They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11And whoever does not fall 
down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12There are certain Jews whom you 
have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden 
image that you have set up.” 
 13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to 
them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 
worship the golden image that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of 
the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the 
image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast 
into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18But if 
not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image 
that you have set up.” 
 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed 
against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more 
than it was usually heated. 20And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21Then these 



men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were 
thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace 
overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 
burning fiery furnace. 
 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his 
counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the 
king, “True, O king.” 25He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst 
of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the prefects, 
the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any 
power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were 
not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, 
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered 
his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies 
rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore I make a decree: Any 
people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god 
who is able to rescue in this way.” 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in the province of Babylon. 
 

728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Kyrie LSB 285 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



Versicles LSB 286 

L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C let my cry come to You. 

L In the day of my trouble I call upon You, 

C for You answer me. 

L Hide Your face from my sins, 

C and blot out all my iniquities. 

L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 

L Cast me not away from Your presence, 

C and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

L Because Your steadfast love is better than life, 

C my lips will praise You. 

L For You have been my help, 

C and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy. 

L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; 

C unite my heart to fear Your name. 

L I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

C and I will glorify Your name forever. 

L May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You. 

C May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 

L Save Your people and bless Your heritage! 

C Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 

L Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 

C listen to my plea for grace. 
 

Collect of the Day 
L Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 
hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 287 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Blessing LSB 287 

L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 

The Passion of our Lord: Part III. The Palace of the High Priest 
 

883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

 

 

 
 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Tallis, c. 1505–1585 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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