Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 10, 2024

St. John Lutheran Church
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** Live streaming begins at 8:55 am. Please silence your phones **



Prelude ~ Jesus Priceless Treasure (Stephen P. Johnson)

Welcome
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Stand and face the cross

Hymn of Invocation “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” LSB 423
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3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
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love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn - ing To be -
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir - cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the Dbless - ed Sav - ior’s side, Grav - en n our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
Spirit.
Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy
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[ will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my
forgiveness but God’s?
Yes.

Let it be done for you as you believe.

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 122:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;
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that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.

[ was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LorD!”
Our feet have been | standing*
within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*

I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;

that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the

Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis is not sung during Lent

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and
soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:2-21
And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and the people of Israel
said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the LoRrD in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full,
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread
from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in
my law or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring
in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” So Moses and Aaron
said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was
the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the LoRrD, because he has heard
your grumbling against the LorD. For what are we, that you grumble
against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the
evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the
LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—what
are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the
people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LoRD, for he has heard your
grumbling.”” And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation
of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and
behold, the glory of the LoRD appeared in the cloud. And the LoRrD
said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel.
Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you
shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD
your God.”

In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the
morning dew lay around the camp. And when the dew had gone up,
there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as
frost on the ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LoRrD has given you to
eat. This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of
you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to
the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.”” And the
people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less. But
when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had
nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of



them gathered as much as he could eat. And Moses said to them, “Let
no one leave any of it over till the morning.” But they did not listen to
Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred worms and
stank. And Moses was angry with them. Morning by morning they
gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot,
it melted.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Small Catechism - Sacrament of Holy Baptism - Part I

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included
in God’s command and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)
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Second Reading Acts 2:41-47

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Lenten Verse LSB 157
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
Holy Gospel John 6:1-15

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a large crowd was following him,
because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. Jesus went
up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. Now
the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up his eyes,
then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may
eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do.
Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” Jesus
said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the
place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. Jesus
then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed
them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they
wanted. And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples,
“Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” So they
gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the
five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. When the people saw
the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who
is to come into the world!”



Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by
force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by
himself.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Children's Message
Hymn of the Day “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” LSB 743
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
3 Sa - tan, I de-fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
4 Hence, all earth-ly trea - sure! Je - sus is my plea - sure,
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Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish

Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,
Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Je - sus is  my choice. Hence, all emp-ty glo - ry!



Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord,

Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je -
Nor thy threats a - larm me  While

sus calms
I sing

for Thee?
my fear.
of peace.

Naught to me thy sto - ry Told with tempt-ing voice.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! I will suf - fer
Light - nings flash And thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great pow’r Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
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naught to hide  Thee; Naught I ask be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow be - fore Him.

Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow'r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church
After each petition:
(P) Lord, in Your mercy,



Hear our prayers

After final petition:
(P} one God, now and forever
Amen.

Sit

Offering ~ Feed Thy Children God Most Holy (Jim Vyhanek)
The offering is an opportunity for God's people to give back the "first fruits”
of their financial blessings in response to Christ'’s love.

Service of the Sacrament

Reception of the Lord’s Supper indicates unity in faith and confession. LCMS
members who agree with our doctrine and practice and have declared their
intention to our pastor are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.

Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a
sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a
substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not
Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for
many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham
our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we  pray.

Sit

Text: Stephen P. Starke



Distribution

Hymn “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” LSB 774
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heav’'n - ly splen-dor At Thy feast due thanks we ren - der.
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Hymn “O Living Bread from Heaven” LSB 642
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10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have Iled me To this  most
3 You gave me all 1 want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant  me then, thus strength - ened With heav’'n - ly
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ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart  with rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The trea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less joy. My Lord, | do not

To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
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spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
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gift pos - sess - ing, With prais -es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.
Hymn “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a

3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly That my wounds might
4 Heart - less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee  with
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul;  Yea, the curse  of
All dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.

soul de - liv - er From the bonds of
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to
might -est own me And with heav’'n - ly

sin for - ev - er.
me se - cur - ing.
glo - ry crown me.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be, Dear-est
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be, Dear-est

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
That from pain I might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented

That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
[ will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3-4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis

Stand

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt ~Text and tune: Public domain

Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Je - sus, un-to Thee.



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s
body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our
days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear wus chil - dren when we pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.
bless - ed Je - sus You have loved us, love us  still.

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68 Text and tune: Public domain

Sit



Announcements

Postlude ~ Trumpet Tune in D Major (David N. Johnson)

the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Versions), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishi
ng House.




