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The Opening Song  “In Christ Alone” 

 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day, 

Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 

Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
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No guilt of life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 

‘til He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 

 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 

‘til He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 

 
The Invocation and Opening Words Exodus 20 and  
 Luther’s Small Catechism 

 
P: God gathered His people at Mt. Sinai and said to them: “I am the 

Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.” 

C: For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 
people.        Titus 2:11-14 

 
P: “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
C: We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
P: “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 

will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use 

satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

P:  “Remember the Sabbath day, by keeping it holy.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching 

and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 
 
P: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in 

the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger 

our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and 
obey them, love and cherish them. 

P: “You shall not murder.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt nor harm 

our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every 
physical need. 

  



P: “You shall not commit adultery.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and 

decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife love and 
honor each other. 

P: “You shall not steal.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not take our 

neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest 
way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and 
income. 

P: “You shall not bear false testimony against your neighbor.” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but 
defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the 
kindest way. 

P: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;” 
C: We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our 

neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only 
appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it. 

 P: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or 
maidservant, his ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.” Keep your life free from love of money, and be content 
with what you have, for He has said, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.”     Hebrews 13:5 

C: We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force 
away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them 
against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 

 
An extended moment of silence is given for reflection and 

self-examination: “consider your place in life according to the 
Ten Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, 

husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, 
unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? 
Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been 

negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?” (Luther) 
 
P: Let us the confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Lord God, heavenly Father, as we listen to Your commandments 

we recognize our failures. We really have not loved You with our 
whole heart, and we certainly have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have sinned this week in the things we have 
thought, by the words we’ve said, and in the deeds we have done 
and in what we have not done. We come before You asking again 
for Your undeserved mercy in Jesus Christ. We also ask that 
You would continue to give to us Your Holy Spirit so that our 
walk with You may be strengthened, and so that we would be 
eager to do the good works which You have prepared for us to 
do. 



P: God saw our slavery to sin and sent His Son to redeem us. Jesus 
lived, died and rose again so that you can hear the good news: Your 
sins have been forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the Son ✠ 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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The Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be 

gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast 
the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever, 

C: Amen. 
 

The Old Testament Reading  Exodus 20:1-17 
 
 P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

The Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
 P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Song “Thy Word” 

 
 
The Gospel Reading  John 2:13-25 

 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 



The Sermon Song “Cornerstone” 
 

 
 



The Sermon “Instructions” 
 
The Response “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
 

 
 
The Announcements and Prayers 
 
The Closing Blessing 

P: “By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast.  

C: For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.”        Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
P: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you and ✠ give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 

C: Amen. 
 

  



The Closing Song “The Wonderful Cross” 
 

  


