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History Date (AD)
1 and 2 

Thessalonians 
Descent of the Holy Spirit in 

Jerusalem (Acts 2) ca. 30  

Martyrdom of Stephen 
(Acts 6:8–8:1) 32 

Paul’s conversion and 
Baptism (Acts 9:1–19; 22:1–
16) 

Caligula 
Roman Emperor 37–41  

Claudius 
Roman Emperor 41–54  

46–48 Paul’s first missionary 
journey 

Apostolic council in Jerusalem 
(Acts 15) 49–52 Paul’s second missionary 

journey 

51–52 
Paul writes 1 Thessalonians 
(1:1) and 2 Thessalonians 
(1:1–2) 

53–57 Paul’s third missionary 
journey 

Nero Roman Emperor 54–68  
Martyrdom of 
James the Just 60–62 Paul under house arrest in 

Rome 

62–67 Paul’s fourth missionary 
journey 

Rome burns; 
Nero begins four-year 

persecution of Christians
July 9, 64  

67 Paul imprisoned and chained 
in a dungeon by Nero 

Peter crucified 
upside down in Rome 67–68 Paul beheaded in Rome 
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An Outline of Thessalonians 
The year is about AD 51, some twenty years after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Paul is about to begin his second missionary journey, which will carry him across Asia Minor 
into Macedonia. About three hundred and fifty years earlier, Alexander the Great rode out of 
Macedonia to conquer the region, including Judea. Now Macedonia belongs to the Roman 
Empire, and the city of Thessalonica plays an important role as a leading city. 

Paul’s visit to Macedonia came about by God’s hand. While Paul and his companions Silas, 
Timothy, and Luke visited Troas, Paul had a vision. In it, a man from Macedonia pleaded with 
Paul saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). Following the Lord’s call, Paul 
and his entourage sailed across the Aegean Sea, landing at Neapolis before traveling on to 
Philippi and Thessalonica. Everywhere these early Christian evangelists went, Jewish religious 
leaders opposed them. At Thessalonica, the opposition fiercely drove Paul and his companions 
out of the city after only three weeks. They headed west, making their way to Berea. Then they 
turned south into Greece to establish Christian congregations at Athens and at Corinth. 

In his two letters addressed to the Thessalonians, Paul expresses his deep care as a founding 
pastor concerned about the spiritual well-being of his fledgling congregation. Persecution, the 
Lord’s second coming, the Antichrist, and Christian discipline give these letters their central 
themes. 

As you read the outline below, keep in mind that any view of Thessalonians must be 
illuminated by Paul’s insightful phrase, “The Lord is faithful” (2 Thessalonians 3:3). 

 
1 Thessalonians 

I. God’s Word Engenders Faithfulness (1:1–10) 
A. Products of Faith (1:1–3) 
B. God Has Created Faith (1:46–5a) 
C. A Model for All (1:5b–10) 
 

II. What Faithful Pastors Look Like (2:1–12) 
A. They Are Bold (2:1–2) 
B. They Have a Sacred Trust (2:3–4) 
C. They Are Unselfish Like a Mother (2:5–7) 
D. They Are Untiring Like a Worker (2:8–9) 
E. They Are Caring Like a Father (2:10–12) 
 

III. Enduring under Persecution (2:13–3:9) 
A. God’s Word Works Faith (2:13–15a) 
B. The Fate of Those Opposing God’s Word (2:15b–16) 
C. Paul Sends Timothy (2:17–3:3a) 
D. Fearing for Their Faith (3:3b–5) 
E. Timothy Brings Great Joy (3:6–9) 
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IV. A God-pleasing Life (3:10–4:12) 
A. Paul’s Prayer (3:10–13) 
B. Living by God’s Instructions (4:1–2) 
C. God, Sex, and Marriage (4:3–8) 
D. Brotherly Love (4:9–12) 
 

V. Christ’s Second Coming, Part 1 (4:13–5:3) 
A. Those Asleep in Christ (4:13–15) 
B. Encourage One Another (4:16–18) 
C. The Coming Disaster (5:1–3) 

 
VI. Christ’s Second Coming, Part 2 (5:4–11) 

A. God’s Spiritual Gifts (5:4–8) 
B. Why Christ Died (5:9–11) 
 

VII. Paul’s Final Thoughts (5:12–28) 
A. High Regard for Spiritual Leaders (5:12–13) 
B. Christian Love (5:14–15) 
C. Your Love and God’s Will (5:16–22) 
D. Closing (5:23–28) 
 

2 Thessalonians 
I. God’s Judgment on Persecutors (1:1–12) 

A. Faith and Perseverance (1:1–4) 
B. Relief for Those Who Suffer (1:5–7) 
C. God Will Punish (1:8–10) 
D. Paul’s Prayer (1:11–12) 

 
II. The Antichrist, Part 1 (2:1–12) 

A. The Antichrist Will Be Revealed (2:1–3) 
B. Rise and Fall of the Antichrist (2:4–8) 
C. Satan and the Antichrist (2:9–12) 
 

III. The Antichrist, Part 2 (2:13–3:5) 
A. Follow Christ (2:13–14) 
B. Stand Firm (2:15–17) 
C. God’s Protection (3:1–5) 
 

IV. Christian Discipline (3:6–18) 
A. Paul Urges Separation (3:6–9) 
B. Idleness and Christ’s Will (3:10–13) 
C. Winning Back a Brother (3:14–15) 
D. Closing (3:16–18) 
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Introduction 
Paul wrote several letters to the early Christian churches and to their pastors. The New 

Testament preserves thirteen of them for us. About AD 51, Paul wrote the first of his letters, 1 
Thessalonians. 2 Thessalonians soon followed. In these two letters, we gaze into the lives of 
early members of the Christian Church. What makes Paul’s letters so important is both their 
timeliness and their timelessness. Paul wrote them within twenty years of Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ascension. 

Paul’s letters, also called the Pauline Epistles, make up the largest group of Paul’s writings 
in the New Testament. Here we find Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, and 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Another three letters, 1 and 2 Timothy and 
Titus, make up a second category of Paul’s writings called the Pastoral Letters, which were 
written to early pastors. Paul’s last letter, Phi-lemon, went with the slave Philemon when he 
returned to an early believer living in Colosse. 

Some scholars say that Luke, the author of Luke and Acts, collected and sent out Paul’s 
letters to churches everywhere before the end of the first century. We do not know this for sure. 
Peter knew and was familiar with Paul’s letters. He wrote, “Our beloved brother Paul also wrote 
to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of 
these matters” (2 Peter 3:15–16). Evidence in the writings of Clement of Rome (AD 96) 
confirms that Paul’s writings existed as a collection by the early second century. 

As you study 1 and 2 Thessalonians, keep a passage that Paul wrote to Timothy in mind: 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). “Breathed out by God” (Greek theopneustos) 
means that the thoughts Paul wrote down are not his own but God’s. 1 and 2 Thessalonians are 
God’s thoughts on the Antichrist, the second coming of Christ, church discipline, and the 
encouragement of believers during persecution. Only God, through Jesus Christ and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, brings the comfort and hope shown in Paul’s letters. May God’s Word 
penned by Paul comfort and encourage you as you study 1 and 2 Thessalonians, for “The Lord is 
faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one” (2 Thessalonians 3:3). 
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Lesson 1 

God’s Word Engenders Faithfulness 
Have you ever written a letter to encourage or comfort someone? Paul sent many such 

letters while preaching all around the Mediterranean Sea. The New Testament preserves thirteen 
of them. Paul dictated his letters to a professional secretary, or scribe, after which the letters were 
hand-delivered to their intended recipients. 1 and 2 Thessalonians are good examples. In later 
lessons, we will examine the church at Thessalonica to learn more about their culture and the 
times. However, before we do, let us spend a few moments looking at Paul’s letter writing style. 

In Paul’s day, scribes wrote most letters. Authors usually only wrote a “greeting with my 
own hand” as Paul did in 2 Thessalonians 3:17. A four-part letter writing style was common. 
Most of Paul’s letters have an opening, a thanksgiving, a message, and a conclusion. Each 
opening had three parts: (1) the name or names of the people sending the message; (2) the name 
of the person or persons to receive the letter; and (3) a formal greeting. A note of thanksgiving 
customarily followed the opening. In Hellenistic (Greek) letters, the author usually thanked the 
gods for a specific blessing. Paul thanks the one, true God in 1 Thessalonians 1:2 and 2 
Thessalonians 1:3. Paul’s message followed the opening and thanksgiving. In most cases, Paul 
closed his letters with a section written by his own hand and then offered a benediction, a short 
blessing in God’s name. 

Setting the Stage 
Paul spent only three short weeks preaching in Thessalonica. Jewish instigators saw to that. 

Their rioting against Paul and Silas forced them to flee to Berea. When the troublemakers 
arrived, Paul moved on to Athens while Silas and Timothy stayed behind (Acts 17). Later, after 
they found Paul in Athens, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica. Concern for the fledgling 
congregation in Thessalonica called for a return visit. What Timothy found amazed him. God 
had strengthened them. Not satisfied with keeping God’s Word to themselves, the Thessalonians 
had taken God’s Word to other locations in Macedonia. They were not cowering in fear. They 
were boldly proclaiming God’s victory in Christ. 

1. When Timothy returned to Paul’s side, how might Paul have felt after hearing what God 
had done in Thessalonica? 
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2. How might the Thessalonians’ zeal for missions and service in the Lord’s name have 
encouraged Paul to continue his work despite the troubles he faced? 

 
 
 
 

Products of Faith 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1–3. After learning the exciting news from Timothy’s lips, Paul 

dictates 1 Thessalonians. This letter is among the first, if not the first letter Paul wrote. 
3. How might you feel just knowing someone is praying for you? 
 
 
 
 
4. God worked an abundant faith in the Thessalonians, which produced love and hope. In 

what had the Thessalonians placed their faith, love, and hope? 
 
 
 
 
5. Read Titus 1:2. What is the promise attached to hope in Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
 

God Has Produced Faith 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4–5a. Faith is not something sinners can begin or develop on their 

own. It is God’s precious gift given through the Gospel. Although God desires the salvation of 
all (1 Timothy 2:3–4), some turn away and refuse God’s gift of faith. 

6. Paul thanked God for the Thessalonians’ faith (v. 2). Now, Paul reminds them that the 
Holy Trinity brought them to faith. How is that evident in their lives? 

 
 
 
 
7. How does knowing that you are chosen by God in Christ comfort you? 
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A Model for All 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:5b–10. We can almost hear Paul’s joy in this passage. Not only did 

the Thessalonians grow in faith, they also lived out their faith as an example to others. 
8. Read Romans 5:3–4. Despite much affliction the Thessalonians “received the Word . . . 

with the joy of the Holy Spirit.” How is such joy possible? 
 
 
 
 
9. Paul calls the Thessalonians “imitators of the Lord.” If so, how must they have reacted in 

times of persecution (see also 1 Peter 2:21–23)? 
 
 
 
 
10. What did the Thessalonians do to “become an example to all the believers in Macedonia 

and Achaia” (v. 7)? 
 
 
 
 
11. If God can change the Thessalonians from idol worshippers to believers in Jesus Christ, 

what does this imply about the power of God’s Word? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
Although Paul was physically present among the Thessalonians only three weeks, God’s 

Word touched their hearts. Putting away their idols, they now followed Jesus Christ. 
12. You and I share many things in common with the Thessalonians. Like them, God has 

worked faith in Jesus Christ in us. For many of us, this began at our Baptism. Like the 
Thessalonians, we also wait for a coming event. What is it (v. 10)? 

 
 
 
 
13. At Christ’s second coming, those who do not believe in Jesus Christ will face “the 

coming wrath.” What does that mean for non-believers? for believers in Jesus Christ? 
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14. How might you carry God’s saving message in Christ to others as the Thessalonians 
did? 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Think about ways in which God can use you to be an “imitator of the Lord.” 
• Assign a class member to visit with your pastor/pastors and ask them to explain what it 

means to him/them to be “entrusted with the Gospel” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1–2 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing/reading in unison the words of “Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses” (LSB 

667). Note how this hymn puts into words what we have just learned about the Thessalonian 
Christians. 

Saints, see the cloud of witnesses surround us; 
Their lives of faith encourage and astound us. 
Hear how the Master praised their faith so fervent: 
“Well done, My servant!” 
 
These saints of old received God’s commendation; 
They lived as pilgrim-heirs of His salvation. 
Through faith they conquered flame and sword and gallows, 
God’s name to hallow. 
 
They call to us, “Your timid footsteps lengthen; 
Throw off sin’s weight, your halting weakness strengthen. 
We kept the faith, we shed our blood, were martyred; 
Our lives we bartered.” 
 
Come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suffered, 
He faced the cross, His sinless life He offered; 
He scorned the shame, He died, our death enduring, 
Our hope securing. 
 
Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; 
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us— 
With grace precede us. 
 
You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory! 
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story; 
Past, present, future—You, the same forever— 
You fail us never! 
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Lesson 2 

What a Faithful Pastor Looks Like 
We can describe Paul’s ministry with two words: persistent and fearless. Better still: faithful 

and caring. Over the years, artists have tried to capture Paul’s persona. Some depict a Middle 
Eastern man with a scraggly mustache and beard and gnarled hands. Maybe in your mind’s eye, 
Paul appears stoic and serious. Regardless of how we envision Paul, Scripture paints him as a 
man of great joy. His joy for the Thessalonians almost leaps from the page, “You became 
imitators of us and of the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 1:6). Seeing the Holy Spirit at work through 
Paul’s preaching and teaching sustained him throughout nearly thirty-five years of public 
ministry. 

Some fourteen years after his conversion, Paul began the first of three missionary journeys 
as God’s instrument of salvation to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). Paul’s first journey lasted two years 
(AD 46–48). A second two-year missionary trip followed about AD 50. Along the way, Paul 
visited Cyprus, Cilicia, Derbe, Lystra, Phrygia, and Galatia. Bithynia and Troas followed. Then a 
trip to Macedonia with stops at Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, and on to Athens, Corinth, and 
Ephesus before returning to Syrian Antioch. 

Setting the Stage 
The men of Thessalonica followed Greek attitudes and social customs. Since manual labor 

was left to women and slaves, men would gather in public forums to discuss politics, religion, 
and philosophy. Enter Paul. Of course, Paul discussed the topics of the day—but with a new 
twist. Instead of talking about the numerous and controlling Greek gods, Paul boldly spoke about 
the only true God. This God, who created heaven and earth, sent His Son to die for them. This 
God offered forgiveness and eternal life to all who followed Him. As you might imagine, many 
did not appreciate Paul’s message. Many hated him for it, including Jew and Gentile alike. Yet, 
Paul persisted. He had a mission, a sacred trust from God. Unselfish, untiring, and always caring, 
Paul followed where the Lord led. 

15. Have you ever witnessed for Christ and been ridiculed for it? If you feel comfortable, 
share your experience. 

 
 
 
 
16. How might knowing that others have also suffered persecution comfort you when 

sharing God’s Word? 
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They Are Bold 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1–2. Paul spent only three weeks in Thessalonica. Yet, through his 

preaching, God produced faith in the hearts of some of his hearers. Paul was proud to point to 
their faith as an example in that city for other congregations to model. 

17. Some thought that Paul’s visit to Thessalonica was a failure (v. 1). How does Paul reply 
to their criticism? 

 
 
 
 
18. Pride makes us believe that success in spreading the Gospel is our own doing. How does 

the text dispel that idea? 
 
 
 
 
19. Paul had “boldness in our God to declare” the Gospel. How does Paul provide an 

example for pastors to follow? for you to follow? 
 
 
 
 

A Sacred Trust 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:3–4. Christ’s message of salvation came by divine revelation to 

Paul (Acts 9:3–6). As you recall, Paul’s task was to “carry Christ’s name before the Gentiles” 
(Acts 9:15). 

20. Paul was “entrusted with the Gospel.” A sacred trust existed between God and Paul. 
How would you describe Paul’s sacred trust? 

 
 
 
 
21. How do you believe your pastor or pastors view his or their sacred trust with God? 
 
 
 
 

Gentle, Untiring, and Exhorting 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:5–12. Paul did not seek praise for his work on Christ’s behalf. 

Although the custom of his day was for philosophers to impose on others, Paul never did (v. 6). 
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22. Paul and his helpers “were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her 
own children.” Why is this an apt metaphor for Paul’s work among the Thessalonians? 

 
 
 
 
23. A pastor’s actions demonstrate his love for God’s people. How did Paul demonstrate his 

love for the Thessalonians? 
 
 
 
 
24. What three things did Paul do as a father figure to help the Thessalonians “walk in a 

manner worthy of God” (vv. 11–12)? 
 
 
 
 
25. What other metaphor does Paul use to teach the Thessalonians, and you and me, what a 

faithful pastor looks like? 
 
 
 
 
26. Another characteristic of a faithful pastor is his caring for the souls of those entrusted to 

him. How does Paul demonstrate his concern for the souls of the Thessalonians? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:20. In a letter written to the church in Corinth, Paul calls himself an 

“ambassador for Christ.” 
27. How did Paul demonstrate his ambassadorship to the Thessalonians? 
 
 
 
 
28. Why is it important that our words and deeds as Christians are consistent when telling 

others about Jesus Christ? 
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29. How do Paul’s words and deeds model those of a faithful pastor? 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Consult a reputable Bible dictionary for information about Thessalonica at the time of 

Paul’s second missionary journey. 
• Using a Bible dictionary or other resource, discover the meaning of the word “faith.” 

How might faith change your way of speaking from “I think” to “I know for certain”? 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13–3:9 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing/reciting in unison the words of “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” (LSB 

461:1–5, 8; ELH 351; CW 152; LW 264; LBW 352; TLH 200). Paul had no doubt that Jesus 
Christ lived and called him by a “sacred trust” to preach His gospel. May we share in Paul’s 
faith. 

 
I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 
 
He lives triumphant from the grave; 
He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 
 
He lives to bless me with His love; 
He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 
 
He lives to grant me rich supply; 
He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
 
He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 
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He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 
Pray: Merciful Father, strengthen me in faith to serve You faith-fully now on earth so that I 

might enjoy the blessings of heaven. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Lesson 3 

Enduring under Persecution 
When Paul arrived in Thessalonica in AD 51, Thessalonica was already a well-known city, 

one of the many occupied by the Roman army. At that time, some 200,000 people called 
Thessalonica home. Years earlier, Cassander built the city and named it after his wife, 
Thessalonica, the daughter of Philip of Macedonia. 

Rome considered Thessalonica a prized possession for two important reasons. First, it lay 
on the Via Ignatia. This major thorough-fare allowed the Roman army to reach the farthest 
boundaries of its eastern provinces. Second, the Roman navy found a sufficient harbor there. 
Located on the Saloniki Gulf, Thessalonica soon housed a naval force adequate to protect 
Rome’s interest in the Aegean Sea. Roman officials made their home there as Thessalonica 
bustled with trade daily arriving through its city gates and its harbor. 

Many of Thessalonians worshiped Greek gods. In fact, Mt. Olympus, the legendary home 
for these gods, is located southwest of Thessalonica. In previous generations, a large Jewish 
population also found Thessalonica to their liking. Paul’s “Macedonian call” (Acts 16:9–10) first 
drew him to Philippi, but, when the Jewish opposition rose against him, he simply headed west 
along the Via Ignatia to Thessalonica. 

Worshipers in the Jewish synagogues originally heard Paul preach. However, like the 
synagogues in Philippi, the Jews there drove Paul from their midst. Yet, Paul had ample time to 
sow the seeds of Christ’s Gospel. After his departure, these seeds grew and blossomed into a lily 
of faith. 

Setting the Stage 
Miles away from Thessalonica, Paul dictated a letter meant to travel back into hostile 

territory. Fueled by first-hand news provided by Timothy, Paul continued the message portion of 
his letter. Paul knew the opposition well. Their tactics included riots, beatings, and, if necessary, 
death. His mind raced back and replayed the words, “These men who have turned the world 
upside down have come here also” (Acts 17:6). Could his little congregation withstand the 
barrage? Timothy reminded him that, to date, the Thessalonians had survived. In fact, the 
Thessalonians had carried their newfound faith beyond the city gates. 

30. In times of crisis, how important do you find the words of those who encourage you? 
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31. How might you encourage those around you in their time of crisis? If you feel 
comfortable, discuss the times when you have been an encourager. If not, discuss in general how 
we can encourage others. 

 
 
 
 

God’s Word Works Faith 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13–15a. Paul begins his letter with a prayer of thanksgiving. Paul 

thanks God that the Holy Spirit had worked faith in the Thessalonians, enabling God’s Word to 
take root. 

32. Match the verse to God’s Word to discover important insights. 
 

_____Romans 1:16    A. God’s Word is living and active. 
 

_____1 Thessalonians 1:5   B. God’s Word is powerful. 
 

_____Hebrews 4:12    C. God’s Word works full conviction. 
 
33. To the faith of what other region does Paul compare the sincerity of the Thessalonians’ 

faith? 
 
 
 

Fate of Those Opposing God 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:15b–16. The Jews opposed the preaching of God’s Word about 

Jesus and sought every opportunity to prohibit it. 
34. How were the Jews displeasing God by their actions? 
 
 
 
 
35. Read Galatians 6:7. How might we say that the Jews in Thessalonica were mocking 

God? 
 
 
 
 
36. What fate awaits all those who deny others access to God’s Word about His mercy in 

Christ? 
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Paul Sent Timothy 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:3a. Earlier, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to 

establish and exhort them in their faith at a time of persecution. 
37. In what verse do we read of Paul’s desire to return to Thessalonica? What prevented this 

from happening? 
 
 
 
 
38. When Christ comes again, who will be Paul’s “crown of boasting?” What might this 

expression mean? 
 
 
 
 

Fearing for Their Faith 
Read 1 Thessalonians 3:3b–5. Because of persecution, Paul cut short his time in 

Thessalonica. Satan saw to that by raising Jewish opposition to his ministry. 
39. What did Paul fear might happen in Thessalonica because of his short-lived stay there? 
 
 
 
 
40. Read John 15:20 and Acts 14:22. Here we read about the inevitability of Christian 

persecution. Have you ever met persecution face-to-face? If you feel comfortable, share your 
account. 

 
 
 
 

Timothy Brings Great Joy 
Read 1 Thessalonians 3:6–9. Timothy’s return brought a period of great joy. Paul’s tiny 

seed of faith found root by God’s grace. The Thessalonians “[stood] fast in the Lord.” 
41. How did Paul react to Timothy’s news about the faith of the Thessalonians? 
 
 
 
 
42. What was God doing in the lives of the Thessalonians? 
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God’s Word for Today 
The devil has not changed. He remains opposed to the Gospel ministry to this very day. 
43. Can you think of ways in which Christ’s Church finds itself under persecution today? 
 
 
 
 
44. What comfort do you find in Paul’s words that persecutors of Christ’s Church will incur 

God’s judgment? 
 
 
 
 
45. Read Titus 3:5 and Matthew 26:26–28. God remains at work calling, protecting, and 

strengthening the faith of those who love Him. How does God do this? 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Make a list of these times when God graciously heard and answered your prayers. Offer a 

prayer of thanksgiving for those times and for the other times His answer may have been 
no. 

• Describe what a God-pleasing life might look like. 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 3:10–4:12 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing/reading together the words of “I Walk in Danger All the Way” (LSB 

716:1–2, 5–6; ELH 252; CW 431; LW 391; TLH 413). 
 
I walk in danger all the way. 
 The thought shall never leave me 
That Satan, who has marked his prey, 
 Is plotting to deceive me. 
  This foe with hidden snares 
  May seize me unawares 
 If I should fail to watch and pray. 
 I walk in danger all the way. 
 
I pass through trials all the way, 
 With sin and ills contending; 
In patience I must bear each day 
 The cross of God’s own sending. 
  When in adversity 
  I know not where to flee, 
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 When storms of woe my soul dismay, 
 I pass through trials all the way. 
 
I walk with Jesus all the way, 
 His guidance never fails me; 
Within His wounds I find a stay 
 When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 
  And by His footsteps led, 
  My path I safely tread. 
 No evil leads my soul astray; 
 I walk with Jesus all the way. 
 
My walk is heav’nward all the way; 
 Await, my soul, the morrow, 
When God’s good healing shall allay 
 All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 
  Then, worldly pomp, begone! 
  To heav’n I now press on. 
 For all the world I would not stay; 
 My walk is heav’nward all the way. 
 
Pray: Lord, guide my every step, for heaven is my goal. Comfort me when I am faint. 

Remind me of Your loving faithfulness, which You have so graciously bestowed upon me 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord. In His name I pray. Amen. 
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Lesson 4 

A God-pleasing Life 
Jesus Comforts the Bereaved 

If anyone were to ask you to provide a list of people whose lives were God-pleasing, Paul 
would probably head your list. His tireless evangelizing, his devoted care for fledgling 
congregations, and his instruction and training of new pastors certainly would qualify him. Paul 
understood the Gospel. He knew that good works came about because of God’s love. By no 
means did works earn salvation. Christ already did that. When Jesus said, “It is finished!” (John 
19:30), God’s plan to atone for the sins of the human race was complete. Paul puts it this way, 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not of your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). On the cross, Christ 
did everything necessary to forgive our sins, whether original sin or any other sin we have or 
may commit. Christ’s death put everything right that was wrong between us and God. Good 
works flow from us out of love for Jesus Christ. 

Paul never boasted about his accomplishments. He never bragged about what he had done. 
In fact, Paul did just the opposite. Instead of boasting about himself, Paul pointed to Jesus and 
pronounced, “Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Galatians 
6:14). Paul’s was a God-pleasing life, a life lived to His glory and in His will. 

Setting the Stage 
Having just offered words of encouragement, Paul now addresses the Thessalonians’ lives 

with instruction on God-pleasing behavior. God has sanctified the Thessalonians. It was time 
their actions toward one another reflected that. What God did for them in Christ set them apart. 
So, why were some of the Thessalonians still living like their pagan neighbors? Did they not 
know that part of being holy and set apart by God meant that the Thessalonians should exercise 
sexual restraint? Did they not know that part of a God-pleasing life meant minding one’s own 
business and working for a living? This behavior, a God-pleasing life, sets Christians apart. 

46. Do you think that Christians’ outward behavior is important? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
47. How could a person start modifying behaviors that may not be God-pleasing? 
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Paul’s Prayer 
Read 1 Thessalonians 3:10–13. “Absence makes the heart grow fonder,” the old saying 

goes. Paul loves the young Thessalonian church. Day and night Paul prays for their safety and a 
strengthening of their faith. Like a father, he watches over them. 

48. Paul “prays most earnestly night and day” (v. 10). For what does Paul pray? 
 
 
 
 
49. God looks past outward appearances and into our hearts. There He searches for faith in 

Christ, which blossoms into Christian living. What does Paul write that explains this thought to 
the Thessa-lonians? 

 
 
 
 

Living by God’s Instructions 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1–2. Note that Paul now provides instructions on how they “ought 

to walk and to please God” (v. 1). 
50. Read Colossians 3:17. How does this verse, written to the Colossians, also apply to the 

Thessalonians? How do they apply to you? 
 
 
 
 
51. Had you been part of the Thessalonian congregation when someone read Paul’s letter 

aloud, would you have felt comforted or challenged? Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
 

God, Sex, and Marriage 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:3–8. As God’s seed of faith continues to grow in the hearts of 

believers, a change occurs. Our attitudes toward each other change under the Holy Spirit’s 
influence. 

52. Greek temples often included the service of temple prostitutes. In contrast, how does 
sexual purity show faithfulness to the one, true God? 
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53. Read Romans 6:23. How do these two passages dovetail with one another? 
 
 
 
 
54. Read 1 Corinthians 6:18–20. In Thessalonica, Greek men also sought after women “in 

the passion of lust.” Why is sexual immorality so detrimental both to the persons involved and to 
society in general? 

 
 
 
 

Brotherly Love 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9–12. As mentioned previously, in the Greek culture men 

commonly left their wives and slaves to do the manual labor while they discussed politics and 
philosophy in the marketplace. 

55. What three things does Paul recommend to “walk properly before outsiders and be 
dependent on no one”? 

 
 
 
 
 
56. Against whom should the Thessalonians gauge their behavior? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
Living in peace before God and one another demonstrates our love for God. 
57. How might the verse in today’s lesson be applied to society today? 
 
 
 
 
58. Read 1 John 4:19–21. How are our love for God and our relationships with fellow 

believers interconnected? 
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In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• This week, think about ways you might demonstrate a God-pleasing attitude toward 

others so they might see Christ’s love reflected in your life. 
• Research Christ’s second coming in a reputable Bible dictionary or other resource. 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:3 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing/saying together the words of “How Can I Thank You, Lord” (LBS 703; 

ELH 423; CW 460; LW 385; TLH 417). Note how the hymnist emphasizes God’s grace in 
changing “hearts of stone into a heart newborn.” 

How can I thank You, Lord, 
 For all Your loving-kindness, 
That You have patiently 
 Borne with me in my blindness! 
When dead in many sins 
 And trespasses I lay, 
I kindled, holy God, 
 Your anger ev’ry day. 
 
It is Your work alone 
 That I am now converted; 
O’er Satan’s work in me 
 You have Your pow’r asserted. 
Your mercy and Your grace 
 That rise afresh each morn 
Have turned my stony heart 
 Into a heart newborn. 
 
Lord, You have raised me up 
 To joy and exultation 
And clearly shown the way 
 That leads me to salvation. 
My sins are washed away; 
 For this I thank You, Lord. 
Now with my heart and soul 
 All evil I abhor. 
 
Grant that Your Spirit’s help 
 To me be always given 
Lest I should fall again 
 And lose the way to heaven. 
Grant that He give me strength 
 In my infirmity; 
May He renew my heart 
 To serve You willingly. 
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O Father, God of love, 
 Now hear my supplication; 
O Savior, Son of God, 
 Accept my adoration; 
O Holy Spirit, be 
 My ever faithful guide 
That I may serve You here 
 And there with You abide. 
 
Pray: Lord of Life, grant me Your Holy Spirit that I might be enabled to live a God-pleasing 

life, through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Lesson 5 

Christ’s Second Coming, Part 1 
Controversy swirls at the mention of Christ’s second coming. For generations, forecasts of 

specific years, days, and hours have passed by unfulfilled. Recalculations follow and new 
estimations are released. Even during Paul’s day, it was not uncommon to hear predictions of 
Christ’s second coming. In fact, some even announced that Christ had already come and that 
those remaining on earth had simply missed it. 

Over the next two lessons, we will explore Paul’s teaching on the second coming of Christ. 
Before we begin, however, why not review a few of the signs the Bible announces as those that 
will accompany Christ’s return in triumph? These signs appear in three specific categories: (1) 
signs in the Church; (2) signs in nature; and (3) signs in the life of people. 

Signs in the Church will include the appearance of the Antichrist (covered in more detail in 
Lessons 9 and 10 of this study), false teachers, a falling away from the truth, and a hatred of 
Christians (Luke 21:12). Signs in nature will include earthquakes, famine, pestilence, and 
amazing sights in the sky (Luke 21:11). Signs in the life of people will appear as nations battle 
nations (Luke 21:10). 

Time marches inevitably to God’s drumbeat. Many of the signs Christ foretold have or are 
occurring. We live each day by God’s grace. These are the end times as Peter wrote years ago, 
“The end of all things is at hand” (1 Peter 4:7). 

Setting the Stage 
If these are the end times, how should believers live? Should they secret themselves away, 

hoarding food, water, and essential supplies? Will believers be swept away to meet the Lord in 
the sky with non-believers “left behind?” Answers to such questions sell books. Paul paints a 
vivid picture of Christ’s triumphant return in 1 Thessalonians. Unlike His lowly birth, Christ’s 
return to earth will be accompanied by shouts of acclamation and trumpets. 

59. Scholars apply the term “eschatology” to the study of the last things. In your mind’s eye, 
how do you picture Christ’s second coming? 

 
 
 
 
60. In the introduction to this lesson, you read about the signs of the end times. Some signs 

recorded in Scripture are occurring or have already occurred that reveal the approach of the 
Lord’s second coming. What are some of those signs that have occurred or are occurring? 
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Those Asleep in Christ 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13–15. Paul notes the Thessalonians’ concern over those who died 

before Christ’s return. The picture of sleep is an apt description for those who die in faith. In the 
twinkle of an eye, a person closes his or her eyes in death to awaken in the Lord’s presence in 
heaven. 

61. What is the difference in grieving for those who have died in Christ and for those who 
have died without Christ (v. 14)? 

 
 
 
 
 
62. What comforting promise is made in verse 14? 
 
 
 
 
 
63. According to God’s Word, who will rise before those “who are left”? 
 
 
 
 

Encourage One Another 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16–18. At the Lord’s second coming, a loud command, the voice of 

the archangel, and the sound of a trumpet, herald His return. When Jesus returns, the entire world 
will know about it. 

64. Paul presents simultaneous events for Christ’s second coming. Using 1 Thessalonians 
4:16–18, put the events in the order that they appear in this passage. 

 
A   _____ voice of the archangel 
B   _____ dead in Christ rise 
C   _____ living believers rise 
D   _____ Christ descends 
E   _____ meet the Lord in the air 
F   _____ sound of trumpet 

 
65. Read Mark 13:32–33. No one knows “that day or that hour.” Christ may return any 

time. How might this both admonish and comfort you? 
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66. Some Thessalonians who heard Paul’s letter read aloud thought that those who died in 
Christ would not rise at His second coming. How does Paul correct this view to encourage his 
hearers? 

 
 
 
 

The Coming Disaster 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1–3. Sudden destruction follows Christ’s return as God scorches the 

earth with fire (see 2 Peter 3:10). 
67. Paul describes the arrival of the second coming “as labor pains upon a pregnant 

woman.” How is this an apt metaphor for Christ’s second coming? 
 
 
 
 
68. Read Matthew 24:36. Some religious teachers and denominations frequently try to guess 

when Christ will come again. Why is such guesswork unwise? 
 
 
 
 
69. Since the Lord’s second coming may occur at any time, why is it important that 

believers not hide themselves but instead share the Gospel with unbelievers? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
For many, the return of Christ on the Last Day brings no fear. In fact, they do not believe it 

will occur at all. In this case, Christ’s arrival will catch them unprepared. Unfortunately, for them 
there can be no turning back when the trumpet sounds. 

70. Read 2 Peter 3:9 for more information on the second coming. What do you find 
reassuring there? 

 
 
 
 
71. What words of comfort might you offer a family who has recently lost a loved one who 

died trusting in Christ? 
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72. Read 1 Corinthians 15:42–44. Describe our resurrected bodies. What aspect of the 
resurrection do you find most comforting? 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Pray for the opportunity to share your faith with family members, friends, co-workers, or 

neighbors who do not yet believe in Christ as their Savior. 
• Read about the armor of God in Ephesians 6:10–18. 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 5:4–11 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing/reciting together the words of “The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us” (LSB 

514; ELH 100; CW 10; LW 176; TLH 67). 
 
The Bridegroom soon will call us, 
 “Come to the wedding feast.” 
May slumber not befall us 
 Nor watchfulness decrease. 
May all our lamps be burning 
 With oil enough and more 
That we, with Him returning, 
 May find an open door! 
 
There shall we see in glory 
 Our dear Redeemer’s face; 
The long-awaited story 
 Of heav’nly joy takes place: 
The patriarchs shall meet us, 
 The prophets’ holy band; 
Apostles, martyrs greet us 
 In that celestial land. 
 
There God shall from all evil 
 Forever make us free, 
From sin and from the devil, 
 From all adversity, 
From sickness, pain, and sadness, 
 From troubles, cares, and fears, 
And grant us heav’nly gladness 
 And wipe away our tears. 
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In that fair home shall never 
 Be silent music’s voice; 
With hearts and lips forever 
 We shall in God rejoice, 
While angel hosts are raising 
 With saints from great to least 
A mighty hymn for praising 
 The Giver of the feast. 
 
Pray: Dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for Your Word through Paul. We eagerly await our 

reunion with You at Your second coming. Help us to be a light to unbelievers around us so that 
they may not perish. Amen. 
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Lesson 6 

Christ’s Second Coming, Part 2 
Paul’s teaching on Christ’s second coming eased the minds of most Thessalonians. For 

some, however, his doctrine created fresh questions that could be answered only by a second 
letter. Second Thessalonians addresses such questions, especially those specifically related to the 
Antichrist and his influence. 

As much as Christians anticipate the return of their Lord, their longing for Him does not go 
completely unfulfilled on earth. God’s own Word teaches us that each time we receive the Lord’s 
Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood. Each time we hear or read God’s Word, He is there. 
With the water and Word of Holy Baptism, He baptizes. We have His sure promise of His 
presence among us, “for where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them” 
(Matthew 18:20). Paul writes on the Last Day, “The Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). The living and the dead will be brought before 
Him for judgment (Matthew 24:31). The wicked will be separated from the righteous (Matthew 
13:49; 25:32–33), and be cast into hell (Matthew 13:42). 

Christ prepares His followers for the time to come with signs along the way that warn of His 
coming. He does not want us to be unaware of His pending return, so He says, “Stay awake at all 
times, praying that you may have strength to escape all the things that are going to take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). 

Setting the Stage 
As Paul dictates to his scribe, he provides additional words of encouragement to his young 

flock. As children of the same heavenly Father, Paul asks them to encourage one another. He 
exhorts them to hold each other accountable and to pray for each other. God has heard their 
prayers and answered them by supplying help against Satan’s attacks. The Holy Spirit has 
strengthened their faith and love for one another and their hope in the salvation offered through 
Christ. Just because Paul was not among them did not mean that the Thessalonians were alone. 
As believers, God made them aware of the coming events in order that they might be prepared 
for what lay ahead. By His grace, God protected them. 

73. When have fellow believers strengthened and encouraged you in a time of crisis? If you 
feel comfortable, share an example with someone in your group. 
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74. Have you ever offered encouragement to a fellow believer or comforted him or her in a 
time of grief? If you feel comfortable, share an example with someone in your group. 

 
 
 
 

God’s Spiritual Gifts 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:4–7. Did you know that a war rages for the soul of each man and 

woman? Satan would love to lure the “children of light, children of the day” (believers) away 
from God. His attacks are relentless, using persecution to weaken our defenses. 

75. Instead of spiritual sleep and drunkenness, what does Paul encourage believers to do (v. 
6)? 

 
 
 
 
76. When Satan attacks our faith, we often feel defenseless. What is God’s promise to us 

(see Hebrews 13:5–6)? 
 
 
 
 
77. Our God-given armor helps us to keep Satan at bay while we wait for Christ’s return. 

Match the Bible verse below with the four things God’s armor does. 
 

A. 1 Peter 1:6 _____     1. Clothes us in Christ. 
 

B. Romans 13:14 _____    2. Stands against Satan. 
 

C. Ephesians 6:11 _____    3. Destroys arguments. 
 

D. 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 _____  4. Stands against trials. 
 
78. What comfort do you receive knowing that God is your best, sure defense against Satan? 
 
 
 

 

Why Christ Died 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:8–11. When Christ died at Calvary on Good Friday so long ago, He 

offered His life so that believers “might live with Him” (v. 10). 
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79. God gave believers the “hope of salvation” (v. 8). What is that hope? 
 
 
 
 
80. What gift offered to them by God do unbelievers forfeit by their unbelief (v. 10)? 
 
 
 
 
81. Paul admonishes Christians to “encourage one another and build one another up.” What 

are some practical ways that Christians do that? 
 
 
 
 
82. God does not want us to suffer His wrath (v. 9). How do you feel knowing that God has 

spared you from His wrath through Christ? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
What joy we Christians may take in knowing that “God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16)! 
83. God redeemed us at a terrible price: the death of His Son. What do the following 

passages teach you about Christ’s sacrifice? 
A. 1 Peter 1:18–19 
 
 
 
 
B. 1 John 2:2 
 
 
 
 
84. After Holy Communion, your pastor may say, “The body and blood of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ strengthen you and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.” How does this 
blessing help you to understand how God works daily to protect your faith? 
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In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Look up the word benediction in a reputable Bible dictionary or other resource. 
• Think about some ways that you could improve the quality of your prayer life. 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12–28 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Close by singing/saying in unison the words of “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” (LSB 

663; ELH 253; CW 472; LW 302; LBW 443; TLH 446). 
 
Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 
 From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day 
 Unawares o’ertaken; 
  For the foe, 
  Well we know, 
 Is a harvest reaping 
 While the saints are sleeping. 
 
Watch against the devil’s snares 
 Lest asleep he find you; 
For indeed no pains he spares 
 To deceive and blind you. 
  Satan’s prey 
  Oft are they 
 Who secure are sleeping 
 And no watch are keeping. 
 
Watch! Let not the wicked world 
 With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled 
 It betray and cheat you. 
  Watch and see 
  Lest there be 
 Faithless friends to charm you, 
 Who but seek to harm you. 
 
Watch against yourself, my soul, 
 Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let not self your thoughts control 
 Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
  Pride and sin 
  Lurk within, 
 All your hopes to shatter; 
 Heed not when they flatter. 
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But while watching, also pray 
 To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, 
 Strength and faith increasing, 
  So that still 
  Mind and will 
 Shall unite to serve Him 
 And forever love Him. 
 
Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, watch over and protect us. The evil one desires to devour us and 

keep us from spending an eternity with You. By Your Word and Sacraments, strengthen and 
preserve us in the one true faith until You return to take us home. We ask this in Your name. 
Amen. 
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Lesson 7 

Paul’s Final Thoughts 
We have reached the conclusion of Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. As we prepare to 

study Paul’s final thoughts, perhaps this might be a good time to meet Timothy. Out of love, Paul 
sent Timothy back to Thessalonica as an encourager (1 Thessalonians 3:6–10). But, who is 
Timothy? What is his background and how did he come to work with Paul? 

The Bible says that Timothy had a Gentile father and a Jewish-Christian mother. His 
mother’s name was Eunice and his grandmother was named Lois (Acts 16:1; 2 Timothy 1:5). It 
seems likely that Paul met Timothy and may have converted him to Christianity in Lystra during 
his second missionary journey (Acts 16:1–3). This is the same missionary journey that carried 
Paul into Macedonia to his stop in Thessalonica. Timothy became Paul’s travel companion 
beginning with the remainder of Paul’s second missionary trip (Acts 16:3). During Paul’s third 
missionary trip he sent Timothy to Corinth to resolve a dispute (19:22), and Timothy appears on 
a list of those who accompanied Paul when he returned to Jerusalem (20:4–5). We also know 
that Timothy went to Rome with Paul (Colossians 1:1), and Paul sent him to Philippi to check on 
the congregation there. Two of Paul’s Pastoral Letters (1 and 2 Timothy) address him. In AD 
325, the church historian Eusebius recorded that Timothy became the first bishop of Ephesus. 

Setting the Stage 
Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians ends with some final instructions. He entreats the 

Thessalonians to hold their spiritual leaders in high regard and to live a godly life. Afterward, he 
entrusts them to God’s care and assures them of God’s faithfulness. Paul also puts them under 
oath to read his letter to all the churches in Thessalonica. Lastly, Paul closes with a benediction, 
a short blessing. A courier will travel north and carry Paul’s letter back to Thessalonica. There a 
public reading of Paul’s word will occur. Most likely, Paul’s letter circulated among the various 
churches as Paul had requested. Later, when questions arise about other issues, Paul will dictate a 
second letter. But for now, his first letter brings welcome news from the man who, by God’s 
grace, responded to a vision and founded the Thessalonian Christian congregations. 

85. How do you imagine Paul’s letters would have been received by the Thessalonians 
when read for the first time? 

 
 
 
 
86. As a Thessalonian, how would you have felt about Paul even if you had not met him? 
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High Regard for Spiritual Leaders 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13. God calls pastors to serve in various congregations on His 

behalf. God wants believers to follow the men He has called. Paul charges pastors to “work hard 
among you” (v. 12). This involves overseeing people and guarding them from Satan’s attack. 
Pastors must also feed their flock God’s Word and study God’s Word to prevent misleading their 
congregations. In addition, pastors admonish their congregations regarding their spiritual health. 

87. Congregations also have obligations to their pastors. What are some of the obligations 
that come to your mind? 

 
 
 
 
88. What practical value is there in knowing that God has provided pastors to guide and care 

for your spiritual health? 
 
 
 
 

Christian Love 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14–15. A pastor’s obligation to his congregation includes 

encouraging them and admonishing them. Congregations may help with this as well by showing 
Christian love to one another. 

89. What are six ways a congregation might show Christian love, according to this passage? 
 
A. 
 
 
B. 
 
 
C. 
 
 
D. 
 
 
E. 
 
 
F. 
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90. How do these six ways demonstrate Christ’s love for our neighbor through us? 
 
 
 
 

Your Life and God’s Will 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16–22. Over the next seven verses, Paul details God’s will for our 

lives as Christians. 
91. Make a list of the eight imperatives Paul says are “God’s will in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 
 
 
 
92. What does the phrase, “pray continually” mean? Should we do nothing else but pray? 

Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
 
93. Why do you think people find it so difficult to “give thanks in all circumstances” (v. 

18)? 
 
 
 
 
94. The Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts through the Gospel. Why is it important that 

we not “quench the Spirit” within someone? How is it possible to “quench the Spirit”? 
 
 
 
 
95. A writer once called Paul’s imperatives (see question 91) “the jewels which crown a 

Christian’s life.” Do you think that this is an accurate description of Paul’s imperatives? Why? 
 
 
 
 

Paul’s Closing Thoughts 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23–28. As Paul closes his first letter to the Thessalonians, he offers 

another prayer. This time Paul asks them to greet one another with a “holy kiss” and then offers 
his benediction. 
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96. God calls us into fellowship through the Holy Spirit. What blessing does Paul ask God 
to supply? 

 
 
 
 
97. How important would it be for you to know someone is praying that God would keep 

you faithful? 
 
 
 
 
98. How does Paul’s benediction in verse 28 encourage you with God’s faithfulness? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
The times in which we live are no different than those in Thessalonica. Satan and our own 

sinful flesh gnaw at the root of our tender plant of faith. 
99. How is it assuring to you to know that “The one who calls you is faithful” (v. 24)? 
 
 
 
 
100. Read Ephesians 4:13. Paul describes sanctification as reaching “unity in the faith and 

in the knowledge of the Son of God.” Why is it important to grow in our faith and actions and 
thus become more like Christ? 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Using a reputable Bible concordance, research and read pas-sages that describe God’s 

faithfulness. 
• Make a list of the ways God has shown you His faithfulness and offer a prayer of thanks 

for them. 
• Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1–12 to prepare for the next session. 
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Close by singing/saying together the words of “Fight the Good Fight” (LSB 664; ELH 249; 
CW 457; LW 299; LBW 461; TLH 447). 

 
Fight the good fight with all your might; 
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right. 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Your joy and crown eternally. 
 
Run the straight race through God’s good grace; 
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. 
Life with its way before us lies; 
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 
 
Cast care aside, lean on your guide; 
His boundless mercy will provide. 
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove 
Christ is your life and Christ your love. 
 
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; 
He changes not who holds you dear; 
Only believe, and you will see 
That Christ is all eternally. 
 
Pray: Heavenly Father, have mercy on me, a poor miserable sinner. Keep me in Your tender 

mercies through the merits of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Lesson 8 

God’s Judgment on Persecutors 
We are about to begin the study of Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians. As we do, be 

sure to note what links these two letters together. Both have an introduction, a note of 
thanksgiving, a message, and a conclusion. In 2 Thessalonians, Paul writes a portion of the 
conclusion himself (3:17), which he did not do in his first letter. As we can see, both letters 
belong together. 

After Paul’s first letter circulated among the churches in Thessalonica, questions arose that 
needed his attention. We can only guess when a response of some kind came back to Paul. 
Messages traveled easily between Corinth, where Paul was at the time, and Thessalonica. 
Timothy and Silas remained at Paul’s side (1:1), so we may think that the time between Paul’s 
letter and the Thessalonian reply was perhaps not long at all. 

In his second letter, Paul readdresses several subjects mentioned in his first letter: the fierce 
persecution by the Jews; the idleness of the Thessalonian men; and the faithfulness of the 
Thessalonian Christians. We may safely conclude that the Thessalonians had asked Paul for 
more information on the Lord’s second coming because Paul supplies more detail on the subject, 
including details about the Antichrist not mentioned in his first letter. Speculation and 
misinterpretation of Paul’s teachings on this subject abound, especially when Paul’s words are 
taken out of context. Lessons 9 and 10 will address this subject in more detail. 

Setting the Stage 
Paul begins his second letter to the Thessalonians as he began his first. He sends his 

greetings along with the greetings of Silvanus (Silas) and Timothy. In a style typical for his day, 
Paul names the individuals receiving his letter, in this case “the church of the Thessalonians”  
(v. 1). As we shall soon see, despite persecution, the Thessalonian church continued to grow. 
Paul, ever the pastor, writes to encourage them to remain faithful with words about Christ’s 
second coming and God’s perfect justice. 

101. Have you ever received a letter of encouragement from someone? Have you ever sent a 
letter to encourage someone in difficult times? If you feel comfortable, take time to share 
information about those letters. 
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102. Most likely, the Thessalonians made copies of Paul’s letter to read it again. What 
would be the value of such a practice? 

 
 

 
 

 

Faith and Perseverance 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1–4. Paul describes the special relationship God has with the 

Thessalonians. No matter the persecution, they remain in God’s care. Often we say the words 
“Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 1) without grasping the meaning behind the words. “Lord” means that 
Jesus is true God. “Jesus” means that He is the world’s only Savior, and “Christ” means that He 
is God’s anointed One. 

103. In his introduction, Paul also repeats the words “grace” and “peace” used in his first 
letter (v. 2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1). Grace is God’s underserved mercy through Jesus Christ, and 
peace reminds us that in Christ we are no longer God’s enemies. Why would this be important to 
convey to the Thessalonians? 

 
 
 
 
104. Although they were still severely persecuted by the Jews, what do we learn about the 

faith of the Thessalonians in Paul’s introduction (v. 3)? 
 
 
 
 
 
105. Paul boasts about the Thessalonians’ faith and perseverance (v. 4). What would be the 

purpose of such boasting? 
 
 
 

 

Relief for Those Who Suffer 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:5–7. Included in Paul’s introduction we find more information 

about the return of the Lord. When Christ comes again, God will “repay with affliction those 
who afflict you” and “grant relief to you who are afflicted” (vv. 6–7). 

106. How might the Thessalonians have reacted to the warning about God’s judgment 
against those who persecuted them? 
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107. What impact does God’s final punishment of evildoers have on you during your time 
of persecution? 

 
 
 
 
108. Paul reveals God’s ultimate judgment against the earth as part of Christ’s second 

coming. What is that judgment (vv. 7–8a)? 
 
 
 
 

God Will Punish 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:8b–10. Paul announces two categories where God’s revenge will 

strike. God will inflict revenge “on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Christ” (v. 8, emphasis added). 

109. In which of these two categories would we find the Jews who persecuted God’s 
Church in Thessalonica? 

 
 
 
 
110. While believers will enjoy an eternity with God and each other, unbelievers will spend 

an eternity “away from the presence of the Lord” (v. 9). What will eternity be like for those who 
will live apart from God’s blessings (see Romans 1:21–32)? 

 
 
 
 
111. How do the details of God’s righteous judgment strengthen and encourage you to 

remain steadfast in your faith? 
 
 
 
 

Paul’s Prayer 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:11–12. Paul concludes this section of his letter with a prayer on 

behalf of the Thessalonians. 
112. Why would Paul pray for “every resolve for good” to be fulfilled in the lives of the 

Thessalonians? 
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113. Why might we say that a Christian’s good deeds are like a “thank You” to God? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
In greetings similar to those used in his first letter, Paul praises the Thessalonians for their 

faithfulness while encouraging them with a future look at Christ’s second coming. 
114. Read 1 Peter 4:12–14. What is an appropriate Christian response to times of trial? 
 
 
 
 
115. Read 2 Timothy 1:10. During our daily struggles, how important is it to understand 

God’s grace and peace and that Christ has “abolished death?” 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Learn more about the Antichrist in a reputable Bible dictionary or other resource. 
• Make a list of those people for whom you could pray that God would “fulfill every 

resolve for good” (2 Thessalonians 1:11) in their lives, and begin to pray for them. 
• Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1–12 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Speak or sing together the words of “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (LSB 733; ELH 160; 

CW 441; LW 180; LBW 320; TLH 123). 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
 Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 And our eternal home: 
 
Under the shadow of Thy throne 
 Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
 And our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood 
 Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
 To endless years the same. 
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A thousand ages in Thy sight 
 Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
 Before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
 Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
 Dies at the op’ning day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
 Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
 And our eternal home! 
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Lesson 9 

The Antichrist, Part 1 
Our next two lessons deal with Paul’s prophecy of the Antichrist. Since Paul first wrote his 

letters to the Thessalonians nearly two millennia ago, many people have speculated as to the 
identity of the Antichrist. Some people say the term antichrist stands for the Emperor Nero and 
his awful persecution of Christians. Others say this title fit Adolf Hitler in the twentieth century. 
Do these men fit Paul’s description of the antichrist? 

Biblically speaking, we find two uses for the term antichrist. The apostle John uses 
antichrist in a broad sense when writing about “the spirit of the antichrist” already in the world at 
the time of John (1 John 4:1–3). False teachers sometimes carry the title antichrist. Certainly, the 
world has seen its share of false teachers, including the religious teachings of the Gnostics of old 
and the New Age religions of our day. Perhaps you can think of so-called religions that are anti- 
(or against) Christ. 

Paul, however, uses the term Antichrist in another very specific way. Paul uses the term 
Antichrist when writing about a specific person directly opposed to Christ. Somewhere over the 
course of his ministry, God revealed to Paul descriptions of the Antichrist. See if you can 
recognize his traits. 

Setting the Stage 
Paul notes that Satan uses the Antichrist to lure people away from Christ. Those who fall 

away find condemnation at Christ’s second coming. Those who remain faithful find eternal 
peace in Christ’s loving arms. 

As Paul says the words, his scribe writes them down. Believers for all times may now read 
the words Paul asked his scribe to write centuries ago in AD 51. God graciously preserved His 
word for our instruction. Because of God’s word, we now can answer the question, “What does 
the Antichrist look like?” 

116. What do you already know about the Antichrist? 
 
 
 
 
117. Paul did not write God’s description of the Antichrist to frighten Christians but to warn 

them that God’s judgment is inevitable. God is faithful. Is there information about the Antichrist 
that frightens you? Explain. 

 
 
 
 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2007 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

50

The Antichrist will be Revealed 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1–3. Here, Paul addresses a rumor. A “spirit or a spoken word, or 

letter seeming to be from us” has implied that Christ has already returned. This rumor has 
“shaken in mind or alarmed” the Thessalonians (v. 2). Paul writes that before Christ returns, two 
events must occur. 

118. What are the two events Paul says will happen before Christ returns? 
 
 
 
 
119. What will happen to the “man of lawlessness” (another name for the Antichrist)? 
 
 
 
 
120. As a believer, how are Paul’s words of comfort to you? 
 
 
 
 

The Rise and Fall of the Antichrist 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:4–8. Paul details the rebellion he wrote about earlier. During this 

rebellion, the Antichrist will attempt to set himself up as God. 
121. Paul writes to reassure the Thessalonians about future events. However, it seems that 

he has already discussed the Antichrist with them previously. How might we draw that 
conclusion? 

 
 
 
 
 
122. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16. In AD 70, the Roman army destroyed the temple where the 

Jews once worshiped God. Paul is not referring to this structure as the dwelling place of the 
Antichrist. So, where does the Antichrist “take his seat?” 

 
 
 
 
123. What do the following verses teach you about the Antichrist? 
 
1 John 2:18— 
 
1 John 2:22— 
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1 John 4:3— 
 
2 John 7— 
 
124. How do we know that the Antichrist was already at work “in spirit” at the time of 

Paul? 
 
 
 
 
125. Although lawlessness existed in Paul’s day, God’s Word held the “lawless one” in 

check. How do you feel knowing that Christ has the power to prevent the “lawless one” from 
exercising free rein against Christians? 

 
 
 
 
126. How will Christ’s power reveal itself in His confrontation with the Antichrist? 
 
 
 
 

Satan and the Antichrist 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:9–12. Satan supplies all the power behind the Antichrist. 
127. What will Satan do through the Antichrist that will deceive many? 
 
 
 
 
128. Paul says that two results will stem from following the Antichrist. What are they? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
Clearly, the period immediately before the second coming of Christ will see many falling 

away from the faith. That is why it is important that all Christians remain vigilant and grounded 
in God’s Word until He returns. 

129. Can you name any group, organization, or religion where its own word is equal to or 
even more authoritative than God’s Word? 
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130. Read John 14:6 and 1 Timothy 2:5. What valuable insights are offered by these two 
verses? 

 
 
 
 
131. How might you remain faithful in the Last Days before Christ comes again? 
 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Discuss why it is important to follow Christ at all times since every day we are closer to 

Christ’s second coming. 
• Prayerfully consider the role of God’s Word and Sacraments in strengthening you and 

preserving you in the one true faith until Christ’s return. 
• Read 2 Thessalonians 2:13–3:5 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Sing or say together the words of “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (LSB 656/657; ELH 

250/251; CW 200/201; LW 297/298; LBW 228/229; TLH 10/262). Note the correlation between 
Christ’s Word and what happens to Satan and how it matches what happens to the Antichrist in 
Paul’s letter. 

 
A mighty fortress is our God, 
 A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
 That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
 Deep guile and great might 
 Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 
 
With might of ours can naught be done, 
 Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
 Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
 Of Sabaoth Lord, 
 And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 
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Though devils all the world should fill, 
 All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
 They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
 He can harm us none. 
 He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 
 
The Word they still shall let remain 
 Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
 With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
 Though these all be gone, 
 Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
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Lesson 10 

The Antichrist, Part 2 
As Paul continues the message portion of his second letter, we pause to quickly review the 

events that will occur before our Lord’s second coming. These events are God’s way of 
describing the Antichrist: (a) a “rebellion comes first” (2 Thessalonians 2:3); (b) the Antichrist 
“takes his seat in the temple of God”—the visible Church; (c) the Antichrist pretends “to be 
God”; (d) the Antichrist, by Satan’s power, does “false signs and wonders”; (e) the Antichrist 
“deceives those who are perishing”; (f) the spirit of the Antichrist “already at work” during 
Paul’s lifetime; (g) the Antichrist will work within the visible Church until Christ’s second 
coming; (h) Christ will do away with the Antichrist with just a word. 

Although Nero and Adolf Hitler were evil men, they were not the Antichrist as some may 
think. The Antichrist, whose spirit already was at work during Paul’s lifetime, will rise within the 
Christian Church. He will establish himself as God and lead many away from God by false 
miracles, the “false signs and wonders” Paul wrote about in 2 Thessalonians 2:9. By these things, 
God reveals characteristics of the Antichrist. Thank God we know these characteristics in 
advance. We have Christ’s assurance that “I have told you beforehand” (Matthew 24:25), and 
that one word from Christ shall destroy him (2 Thessalonians 2:8). God is faithful! 

Setting the Stage 
“The man of lawlessness” is at work. False miracles lure many away from Jesus Christ. The 

Thessalonians must remain vigilant. If Paul exhorted the men and women of his day to remain 
faithful, how much more so would he exhort us to do the same? Watch. Be constant. Led by the 
Holy Spirit, read and listen to the Scriptures. His Word and Sacraments shelter us against the evil 
one. In His mercy, God has let us know that certain events will take place before Jesus’ 
triumphant return to judge the living and the dead. We live in the end times, as did Paul. The end 
times allow us to do as Paul did, to go out in search of one more soul to reach with the Gospel. 

132. In difficult times, why is prayer especially important? 
 
 
 
 
 
133. Why should Christians be especially vigilant in prayer, considering the works of the 

lawless one? 
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Follow Christ 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:13–14. Ever thankful, Paul again gives God credit for the faith of 

the Thessalonians. In 1 Thessalonians 1:3, he thanked God for their faith and love despite 
persecution. Now, Paul thanks God for calling them into salvation through Christ. 

134. You also are “beloved by the Lord.” In the New International Version (NIV) we read, 
“From the beginning God chose you to be saved” (2 Thessalonians 2:13). How is the certainty of 
our salvation a source of strength for the believer? 

 
 
 
 
 
135. Read 1 Corinthians 12:3. The Antichrist will set himself up as God to demand 

allegiance, as we learned in lesson 9. How does the Holy Spirit work in us to help keep the 
Antichrist at bay? 

 
 
 
 
136. The Thessalonians received God’s blessings through Christ only because God called 

them through His Word preached by Paul. God has also called you by the same Gospel that Paul 
preached. Why is this reason to rejoice in God? 

 
 
 
 

Stand Firm 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:15–17. Paul remains confident in the power of God’s Word. Christ 

alone sets us free from sin (see Romans 6:18). The Antichrist cannot do that. Paul exhorts the 
Thessalonians to “stand firm” in the faith found in the Gospel that he preached to them. 

137. In vv. 16–17, Paul offers a prayer very similar to the one he offered in 1 Thessalonians 
3:11–13. What do you think that he means by “eternal” encouragement? 

 
 
 
 
138. Standing firm also means living out our faith. How might we live out our faith through 

“good work and word” (v. 17)? 
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God’s Protection 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1–5. Paul seeks the prayers of the Thessalonians because he knows 

the spirit of the Antichrist is already at work in the world. Paul also assures his little flock that 
the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, watches over them. 

139. What is Paul’s desire for “the Word of the Lord” (v. 1)? 
 
 
 
 
140. Paul seeks God’s deliverance from “wicked and evil men” (v. 2). Who are these men 

(see 2:7 for help with your answer)? 
 
 
 
 
141. How does the Lord’s faithfulness (v. 3) contrast with the faithlessness of the wicked 

and evil men (v. 2)? 
 
 
 
 
142. If the Thessalonians will “direct [their] hearts to the love of God and to the 

steadfastness of Christ” (v. 5), what effect will that have on Satan’s influence on their lives? 
Why is the Gospel our most sure defense against the assault of the evil one? 

 
 
 
 
143. We might sum up the words of verses 3:1–5 into one word, “Believe!” Would you 

agree? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
“The Lord is faithful” (3:3). How often we forget these words and the Gospel reminder they 

represent. Our strength comes from the Lord through Christ. 
144. God strengthens our faith against attacks by Satan through His holy Word (see 1 

Thessalonians 2:13) and through Sacraments (see Matthew 26:26–28; Romans 6:3–4). How are 
these means of grace proof of God’s faithfulness to you? 
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145. God strengthens you to withstand Satan’s attempts to lead you away from Him. How 
might you demonstrate your faith in Christ for others to see? 

 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Encourage participants to begin the following activities: 
• Review Christ’s instructions about church discipline found in Matthew 18:15–17. 
• Define “church discipline” by consulting a reputable Bible dictionary or other resource. 
• Read 1 Thessalonians 3:6–18 to prepare for the next session. 
 
Say or sing together the words of “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (LSB 809). 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
 There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
 As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. (Refrain) 
 
Refrain (after each stanza): 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
 Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
 Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
 To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain) 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
 Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 
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Lesson 11 

Christian Discipline 
Paul’s second letter reaches its conclusion. Only a portion of the “message” remains, 

followed by Paul’s closing thoughts. Ahead lie some remarks on effective church discipline. Paul 
does not beat around the bush and neither should we. Church discipline is a serious matter, for no 
greater mission exists than the salvation of souls. This is God’s mission (1 Timothy 2:3–4). 
Perhaps you know of a congregation where discipline lags. Perhaps you have seen the damage 
done when pastors fail to preach Law and Gospel sermons. Perhaps you have watched in 
disbelief as denominations abandoned the Bible’s clear teachings. God’s Word compromised is 
not God’s Word at all. Paul once wrote to Timothy, who served him well at Thessalonica, “For 
the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening 
to the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Timothy 4:3–4). Does that sound like Paul wrote his 
letter this morning after reading today’s newspaper? In truth, Paul wrote these words nearly two 
thousand years ago, but they still apply today. 

Paul said of the Thessalonian Christian church, “You became an example to all the believers 
in Macedonia and Achaia” (1 Thessalonians 1:7). Through Paul’s two letters, this congregation 
serves a wider audience; they are “an example to all believers,” including you and me today. 

Setting the Stage 
We should never take Church discipline lightly. No one wants to pronounce the words, 

“You must repent of your sin and turn away from your wicked ways.” No one wants to hear 
those words, either. Yet, there is a time and a place when such words must apply. When an 
individual or individuals flaunt their rejection of God’s Law before other church members, 
church discipline becomes necessary. In Thessalonica, some men deliberately did not work and 
thus depended on others for their sustenance. In his first letter, Paul warned against this idleness 
(1 Thessalonians 4:11–12). Obviously, a few men still ignored Paul’s authority, for the subject 
reappears in Paul’s second letter. Paul’s actions appear harsh; doing nothing to warn these men 
of God’s punishment would be even harsher still. 

146. What does “church discipline” mean to you? 
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147. Do you think that it is “fair” for a congregation to exercise church discipline over its 
members? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 

Paul Urges Separation 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6–9. The subject of idleness is not new. Paul touches on this subject 

in his first letter, but some men continued to ignore Paul’s call to repentance and a change in 
their lifestyle. 

148. Paul puts some “teeth” into this admonition. He commands the Thessalonians to keep 
away from “any brother who is walking in idleness” by the command of “our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(v. 6). How does the invocation of Christ’s name emphasize the seriousness of the situation? 

 
 
 
 
149. Paul’s firm disapproval of the Greek tradition of male idleness shows itself in how 

Paul lived when in Thessalonica. How did Paul’s life provide an example for all men (vv. 7–9)? 
 
 
 
 

Idleness and Christ’s Will 
Read 1 Thessalonians 3:10–13. To discourage the sin of idleness, Paul applies a simple rule: 

If you will not work, you will not eat. Paul called upon the entire Christian community to enforce 
this rule. 

150. Paul did not aim this rule at those who could not work but at those who would not 
work. What is the difference? 

 
 
 
 
151. By their willful idleness, some Thessalonian Christians brought shame to the Lord. 

Paul’s first letter noted that a Christian’s behavior influenced “outsiders” (1 Thessalonians 4:12). 
How might a Christian influence outsiders for or against Christ? 

 
 
 
 
152. Fill in the blank with Paul’s words to finish a paraphrase of Paul’s exhortation. “Stop 

being ____________ (v. 11) and _________ _______ to earn your ____________ 
____________” (v. 12). 
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Winning Back Your Brother 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:14–15. Paul urges separation from sinners. What is his reasoning? 

Christ teaches us the reason is to “[gain] your brother” (Matthew 18:15). 
153. Now read 1 Corinthians 5:11. Here we see Paul’s attitude toward the sexually immoral 

and other unrepentant sinners. Paul commands that they not receive the Lord’s Supper. How 
would such an action emphasize the seriousness of these sins? 

 
 
 
 
154. Some Christians feel that denying communion to someone is never justified. What 

does God’s Word teach here? 
 
 
 
 
155. Verse 14 tells us about God’s stance on church discipline. What purpose does God 

present in verse 14? 
 
 
 
 
156. When church discipline is necessary, do congregations show contempt or love by their 

actions? What verse supports your answer? 
 
 
 

 

Conclusion 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:16–18. After addressing the three subjects of the Thessalonian 

persecution, the Antichrist, and church discipline, Paul concludes his second letter. 
157. How does Paul’s reminder that your soul rests in Christ’s peace give you confidence? 
 
 
 
 
158. Paul often used the services of a scribe to write his letters for him (see Romans 16:22). 

How does his own handwriting in v. 17 show that this letter was written by Paul and not 
someone else? 
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159. 2 Thessalonians closes with a benediction as did Paul’s first letter. What does Paul 
desire for the Christians he loves so much? 

 
 
 
 

God’s Word for Today 
As twenty-first century Christians, we face many of the same problems the Thessalonians 

faced. The world continues to persecute Christians, false prophets (antichrists) still lead people 
away, and some Christians who could work refuse to do so. 

160. As you reflect on what you have learned in this study, what might be some areas of 
your life that you need to address under the light of God’s Word? If you feel comfortable, share 
those with the group. 

 
 
 
 
161. How have you gained additional confidence knowing that “the Lord is faithful” (2 

Thessalonians 3:3)? 
 
 
 

In Closing 
Sing or speak together the words of “The Church’s One Foundation” (LSB 644: 1, 5; LW 

289: 1, 4; TLH 473). 
 
The Church’s one foundation 
 Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
 By water and the Word. 
From heav’n He came and sought her 
 To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
 And for her life He died. 
 
Yet she on earth has union 
 With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
 With those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav’nly chorus! 
 Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 
 May see You face to face. 
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Pray: Merciful Father, thank you for the examples set by Paul and the Thessalonian church. 
Help us to continually be faithful to You, for You are continually faithful to us. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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Leader Notes 
Preparing to Teach 1 and 2 Thessalonians 

To prepare to lead this study, read through the Books of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. You might 
secure a good commentary on the books and read it over or read the introduction to the book in 
The Concordia Self-Study Bible or another Bible handbook. A map of Paul’s missionary journeys 
would be helpful. 

These notes are provided as a “safety net,” a place to turn for help in answering questions 
and for enriching discussion. They will not answer every question raised in your class. Please 
read them, along with the questions, before class. Consult them in class only after exploring the 
Bible references and discussing what they teach. Please note the different abilities of your class 
members. Some will easily find the Bible passages listed in this study; others will struggle. To 
make participation easier, team up members of the class. For example, if a question asks you to 
look up several passages, assign one passage to one group, the second to another, and so on. 
Divide the work! Let participants present the answers they discover. 

The materials in these notes are designed to help you in leading others through this portion 
of the Holy Scriptures. Nevertheless, this booklet is to be an aid to and not a substitute for your 
own study of and preparation for teaching the books of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 

If you have the opportunity, you will find it helpful to make use of other biblical reference 
works in the course of your study. These two commentaries can be very helpful: Leon Morris, 
1 and 2 Thessalonians, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989) 
and David P. Kuske, Thessalonians, People’s Bible Commentary (Milwaukee: Northwestern 
Publishing House, 1984; reprinted by Concordia Publishing House, 1995). Although it is not 
strictly a commentary, the section on 1 and 2 Thessalonians in The Word Becoming Flesh by 
Horace Hummel (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2005) also contains much that is of 
value for the proper interpretation of this biblical book. 

Group Bible Study 
Group Bible study means mutual learning from one another under the guidance of a leader. 

The Bible is an inexhaustible resource. No one person can discover all it has to offer. In a class, 
many eyes see many things and can apply them to many life situations. As the leader, you should 
resist the temptation to “give the answers” and so act as an “authority.” This teaching approach 
stifles participation by individual members and can actually hamper learning. As a general rule, 
the teacher is not to give interpretation but to develop interpreters. Of course, there are times 
when you should and must share insights and information gained by your study and by your class 
members through the lesson. And you’ll want to engage class members in meaningful sharing 
and discussion at all points, leading them to a summary of the lesson at the close. However, don’t 
explain what the learners can discover by themselves. 

Have a chalkboard and chalk or newsprint and marker available to emphasize significant 
points of the lesson. Rephrase your inquiries or the inquiries of participants as questions, 
problems, or issues. This provokes thought. Keep discussion to the point. List on the chalkboard 
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or newsprint the answers given. Then determine the most vital points made in the discussion. 
Ask additional questions to fill gaps. 

The aim of every Bible study is to help people grow spiritually not merely in biblical and 
theological knowledge but in Christian thinking and living. This means growth in Christian 
attitudes, insights, and skills for Christian living. The focus of this course must be the church and 
the world of our day. The guiding question will be this: What does the Lord teach us for life 
today through the apostle Paul? 

Pace Your Teaching 
The lessons in this course of study are designed for a study session of at least an hour in 

length. If the desire and intent of the class is to complete an entire lesson each session, it will be 
necessary for you to summarize the content of certain answers or biblical references in order to 
keep from going over time. Asking various class members to look up different Bible passages 
and to read them aloud to the rest of the class will save time over having every class member 
look up each reference. 

Also, you may not want to cover every question in each lesson. This may lead to undue 
haste and frustration. Be selective. Pace your teaching. Spend no more than five to ten minutes 
opening the lesson. During the lesson, get the sweep of meaning. Occasionally stop to help the 
class gain understanding of a word or concept. Allow approximately five minutes for closing the 
lesson and announcements. 

Should your group have more than a one-hour class period, you can take it more leisurely. 
But do not allow any lesson to drag and become tiresome. Keep it moving. Keep it alive. Keep it 
meaningful. Eliminate some questions and restrict yourself to those questions most meaningful 
to the members of the class. If most members study the text at home, they can report their 
findings, and the time gained can be applied to relating the lesson to life. 

Good Preparation 
Good preparation by you, the leader, usually affects the pleasure and satisfaction the class 

will experience. 

Suggestions to the Leader for Using the Study Guide 

The Lesson Pattern 
This set of lessons is designed to aid Bible study, that is, to aid a consideration of the written 

Word of God with discussion and personal application growing out of the text at hand. 
The typical lesson is divided into these sections: 
1. Theme Verse 
2. Objectives 
3. Questions and Answers 
4. Closing 
The theme verse and objectives give you assistance in arousing the interest of the group in 

the concepts of the lesson. Here is where you stimulate minds of the class members. Do not 
linger too long over the introductory remarks. 

The questions and answers provide the real spadework necessary for Bible study. Here the 
class digs, uncovers, and discovers; it gets the facts and observes them. Your comments are 
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needed only to the extent that they help the group understand the text. The questions in this 
guide, corresponding to sections within the text, are intended to help the participants discover the 
meaning of the text. 

Having determined what the text says, the class is ready to apply the message. Having 
heard, read, marked, and learned the Word of God, they can proceed to digest it inwardly 
through discussion, evaluation, and application. This is done, as this guide suggests, by taking 
the truths found in Scripture and applying them to the world and Christianity in general and then 
to personal Christian life. Class time may not permit discussion of all questions and topics. In 
preparation, you may need to select one or two and focus on them. Close the session by 
reviewing one important truth from the lesson. 

Remember, the Word of God is sacred but this Study Guide is not. The notes in this section 
offer only guidelines and suggestions. Do not hesitate to alter the guidelines or substitute others 
to meet your needs and the needs of the participants. Adapt your teaching plan to your class and 
your class period. Good teaching directs the learner to discover for himself or herself. For you, 
the teacher, this means directing the learner, not giving the learner answers. Choose the verses 
that should be looked up in Scripture. What discussion questions will you ask? At what points? 
Write them in the margin of your Study Guide. Involve class members, but give them clear 
directions. What practical actions might you propose for the week following the lesson? Which 
of the items do you consider most important for your class? 

How will you best use your teaching period? Do you have forty-five minutes? an hour? or 
an hour and a half? If time is short, what should you cut? Learn to become a wise steward of 
class time. 

Be sure to take time to summarize the lesson, or have a class member do it. Plan a brief 
opening devotion, using members of the class. 

Remember to pray frequently for yourself and your class. May God the Holy Spirit bless 
your study and your leading of others into the comforting truths of God’s Christ-centered Word. 
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Lesson 1 

God’s Word Engenders Faithfulness 
Theme verse: And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the Word in 

much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• learn about the faith that God produced in the Thessalonians despite their persecution; 
• discover their fruits of faith; 
• learn that God’s message of salvation in Christ changes hearts for His glory. 

Setting the Stage 
1. As we will see, Paul took great joy in knowing that the little congregation in 

Thessalonians was actively following Christ. 
2. Like the Thessalonians, Paul faced persecution almost daily. Their persistence in 

spreading God’s Word despite their persecution portrayed God’s grace very vividly for Paul. He 
would have seen the results of the Holy Spirit working in them through the Gospel and would 
have known that the Spirit used him to plant the seeds of faith. This would have encouraged Paul 
even more. 

Products of Faith 
3. Knowing that someone is praying for us is a source of comfort and should encourage us 

to remain strong in our faith. 
4. The Thessalonians have placed their faith, love, and hope in Jesus Christ (v. 3). Christ 

will not disappoint. 
5. In another of Paul’s letters, this one sent to a young pastor named Titus, Paul reveals that 

“eternal life” is the promise attached to the “hope” that we have in Jesus Christ. 

God Has Produced Faith 
6. Through Paul’s preaching and teaching of the Gospel, the Holy Spirit brought the 

Thessalonians faith “in power” and “with full conviction.” 
7. Knowing that God has chosen us in Christ brings comfort. God has chosen you to receive 

His precious gift of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ, and has justified you (declared you 
right with God) through faith (Romans 5:1–2a). 
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A Model for All 
8. We can receive God’s Word with joy despite persecution and trials, knowing that God 

uses affliction to build our faith through suffering (Romans 5:3–4). 
9. The Thessalonians suffered through times of persecution without retaliating, as Christ did 

during His earthly ministry, particularly during His last days and hours on earth. 
10. The Thessalonian believers served as an example by carrying God’s message of 

salvation in Christ through the region of Macedonia and into Achaia, the area we know today as 
Greece. 

11. God can change the heart of any persons, regardless of how sinful. Often we hear 
individuals say things like, “I’ve sinned too much for God to forgive me.” This is simply not 
true. God is faithful to forgive (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

 

God’s Word for Today 
12. We await with joy Christ’s second coming and His final judgment. 
13. Non-believers face an eternity separated from God in hell while believers face a eternity 

in the Lord’s presence in a new heaven and a new earth. Victory over God’s enemies who 
persecuted the Church on earth means justice eventually will be served. 

14. Answers will vary. We can carry God’s message of salvation through a variety of ways: 
at our workplace or through our interactions with others in a multitude of situations. This can be 
as simple as invitation to church or a home Bible study, an offer to pray about a concern, and so 
on. 
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Lesson 2 

What a Faithful Pastor Looks Like 
Theme verse: We have been approved by God to be entrusted with the Gospel. 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• learn the characteristics of the pastors God calls; 
• discover that God calls pastors to be bold; 
• discover that God calls pastors to be unselfish, untiring, and caring. 

Setting the Stage 
15. Answers may vary. Perhaps members of your group can relate stories of how they 

carried God’s Word to others, only to be rebuffed for their efforts. 
16. We can take heart in knowing that God preserved others who suffered persecution, even 

death, for sharing the Gospel. If the Lord kept them faithful, He can do the same thing for us. 

They Are Bold 
17. Paul believed like his mission among the Thessalonians was purposeful. In fact, Paul 

notes that it “was not in vain.” God used Paul to plant the seed of faith in the hearts of the 
Thessalonians. Those who heard believed and were baptized became the Church at Thessalonica. 

18. Paul writes of the “boldness in our God” that propelled his mission along. The NIV 
actually offers a clearer translation of the source of Paul’s boldness when it reads, “But with the 
help of our God we dared to tell you the Gospel in spite of strong opposition” (v. 2). Both 
translations, however, are conveying the same message. The boldness Paul, Timothy, and Silas 
possessed is God-given. So, too, is any success in sharing the Good News. 

19. Paul boldly proclaimed God’s Word wherever God led him. God calls pastors to do 
likewise, regardless of the situation or circumstances. They are God’s messengers of hope. As 
with Paul, God gives us this same message of salvation to carry with us wherever we go. Faith is 
not something only for Sunday mornings. For Christians, faith is a way of life. 

A Sacred Trust 
20. God entrusted Paul to carry His message of salvation among all people, particularly 

among the Gentiles. 
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21. Answers may vary. Someone in your group, or perhaps you as the group leader, could 
ask your pastor or pastors how they approach God’s call to them and their obligation to instruct 
and lead their congregation. 

Gentle, Untiring, and Exhorting 
22. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that he worked among them with the gentleness of a 

mother. In all situations, a mother unselfishly gives of herself for the care of her child, the 
interests of the child being placed ahead of her own. God always has the interests of His people 
at heart and does whatever is necessary to ensure that they spend an eternity with Him. To save 
you and me from eternal death, God sent His own Son to die for our sins. Jesus’ bodily 
resurrection is our guarantee of eternal life. 

23. Paul worked day and night to carry Christ’s Gospel to the Thessalonians. Often Paul 
evangelized during the day and worked a trade, most likely that of a tent-maker, at night to 
support himself. He did this so as not to burden his young congregation. 

24. Paul “exhorted,” “encouraged,” and “charged” the Thessalonians to live lives “worthy” 
or, better still, “in response to” God’s calling them into faith. 

25. Paul also was untiring like a worker (v. 9). 
26. Led by the Spirit, Paul and his entourage led “holy and righteous and blameless” lives in 

the presence of the Thessalonians, thus setting an example for them to follow. They also 
“exhorted, encourage, and charged” them to live lives in reflection of their call by God. Paul did 
this because he did not want to lose a soul that God had entrusted to him. 

God’s Word for Today 
27. Paul lived a life worthy of his calling. As an ambassador, Paul carries God’s message to 

all people because their salvation is at stake. 
28. If our words and actions are not consistent, an unbeliever may be confused and walk 

away from God entirely. 
29. Although some itinerant philosophers of Paul’s day took advantage of the people and 

demanded that they provide for them, Paul did not. Paul worked to support himself while at the 
same time delivering God’s message of salvation to the people of Thessalonica. What Paul 
preached, Paul practiced. 
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Lesson 3 

Enduring under Persecution 
Theme verse: I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had 

tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 

1 Thessalonians 3:5 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• discover that God’s Word produces faith; 
• learn about the fate awaiting those who oppose God; 
• learn how Paul’s love for the Thessalonians led him to send Timothy to them to 

strengthen and encourage them; 
• rejoice with Paul as Timothy returns with a message of great joy. 

Setting the Stage 
30. What other people say or otherwise communicate to us can have a profound impact. 

God uses other people to strengthen us and encourage us to remain faithful in our walk with 
Him. As you read further in 1 Thessalonians, you will learn just how much Paul encouraged 
early Christian congregations to remain steadfast against all odds. 

31. Answers may vary. Perhaps someone can provide specific examples of people who 
benefited from their encouraging word. Such encouragement we recognize as the edification, the 
uplifting or encouraging, of Christ’s Church. 

God’s Word Works Faith 
32. Answers to the match: 
B. Romans 1:16 
C. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 
A. Hebrews 4:12 
33. Paul compared the faith of the Thessalonians to the faith found at the birthplace of 

Christianity—in Judea. The Christian Church had its earliest roots in Jerusalem. 

Fate of Those Opposing God 
34. The Jews displeased God by killing Jesus Christ and the prophets, and hindering the 

Gospel message from reaching those God called Paul to reach. 
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35. The Jews “mocked” God by keeping God’s Word from reaching God’s intended 
audience and bringing salvation to the Gentiles. During Paul’s day, the Jewish people felt any 
salvation offered belonged to them alone. 

36. Those who hinder Christ’s Gospel face God’s wrath (v. 16). 

Paul Sent Timothy 
37. Verse 17 expresses Paul’s desire to return to Thessalonica, “with great desire to see you 

face to face.” Satan prevented Paul’s return through the mischief of those who intended to take 
Paul’s life upon his return. 

38. The faith of the Thessalonians was Paul’s “crown of boasting.” Paul took great joy in 
the faith that God had worked through his preaching and teaching in Thessalonica. 

Fearing for their Faith 
39. Paul feared that Satan would extinguish the faith of the Thessalonians and their souls 

would be lost. 
40. Answers may vary. If you have ever met persecution face-to-face, perhaps sharing your 

story will encourage others to do likewise. 

Timothy Brings Great Joy 
41. Timothy’s news overjoyed Paul. In fact, Paul found encouragement in his present 

situation in Corinth from Timothy’s news (v. 7). 
42. The Thessalonian congregation “remembers [Paul] kindly and longs to see [him],” and 

they “[stand] fast in the Lord” (vv. 6, 8). 

God’s Word for Today 
43. Muslims in some parts of the world continue a relentless persecution of Christians. In 

Somalia, families and villages disappear in death, or they flee to other lands, including the 
United States. In Christian churches throughout the world, Somali Christians worship with their 
new neighbors, having escaped from Muslim persecution. 

44. In time, God’s judgment shall come upon those who persecute His Church. This 
promise of God’s final justice sustains people during their persecution. 

45. God calls, protects, and strengthens the faith of those He loves through the Word and 
Sacraments. 
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Lesson 4 

A God-pleasing Life 
Theme verse: For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual 

immorality. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• understand the make-up of a God-pleasing life; 
• witness how God provides instructions on sex and marriage; 
• discover the importance of brotherly love. 

Setting the Stage 
46. Christians’ outward behavior is important, for we are “the salt of the earth” and “the 

light of the world” (see Matthew 5:13–16). Our lives should reflect His love for us in an outward 
show of love and concern for the well-being of our neighbor. 

47. Through His Word and Sacraments, God molds us into the kind of people He desires. 
We are incapable of making any changes ourselves. These changes come about by the working 
of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel in our lives. As such, the starting point for the change in 
our outward behavior is repentance. 

Paul’s Prayer 
48. Paul prays that God would allow him opportunity to meet face-to-face with his little 

congregation in order that he might further strengthen their faith. 
49. All of verse 12 deepens their understanding of God’s role in their lives. God increases 

love for Him in their (and our) hearts so that He may establish hearts “blameless in holiness” (v. 
13) before Him. Salvation is God’s work accomplished in Christ, a deeper under-standing of 
which comes to us through His Holy Spirit working through the Word. 

Living by God’s Instructions 
50. Whatever we do, we should at all times give thanks to God. The Thessalonians should 

thank God for their strong faith He has given to them. We should do likewise. How easy it is to 
take faith for granted and not recognize it as God’s free gift to us. 
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51. Had we been in Thessalonica for the reading of Paul’s letter, we would have been both 
comforted and challenged. Paul comforts by reminding us of what God has done for us, but 
challenges us to live our lives in love enabled by His grace. 

God, Sex, and Marriage 
52. Sexual relations with a temple prostitute showed an allegiance to the god worshiped 

there. By refraining from such intimacy and remaining faithful to their spouses, the believers in 
Thessalonica would demonstrate that they followed a different religion than other people. 

53. God has called the Thessalonians from “impurity” to “holiness” (v. 7), from “sin” 
(Romans 6:23a) to “eternal life” (Romans 6:23b). 

54. Sexual sins are sins committed against the body in which God’s Holy Spirit dwells. By 
defiling His temple in sexual sin, we blaspheme God who dwells there. Paul’s words still apply 
to us today. We can treat our bodies as if they belonged to us and as if we were free to do with 
them as we wish. However, as Paul notes in 1 Corinthians, even our bodies have been purchased 
by Christ with His own blood and thus belong to Him. Unrestrained sexual lust gravely harms 
the participants and society in general. Sex truly is no mere “bedroom” matter. 

Brotherly Love 
55. Paul recommends the Thessalonians “live quietly,” “mind their own affairs,” and “work 

with their hands.” In doing so, the Christians would live lives in a different manner than those 
around them. God has set them apart, so the Thessalonians should show that “setting apart” by 
the manner in which they live their lives. God set His Old Testament people apart and asked 
them to live differently as they reflected His love to others (see Deuteronomy 4:5–8). 

56. The Thessalonians should gauge their behavior against the instructions Paul, Timothy, 
and Silas gave them (v. 11). Whether these instructions were written or oral does not matter. The 
Thessalonians had instructions on how to live lives that set themselves apart from others in their 
society. 

God’s Word for Today 
57. God wants His people to live differently than those around them. In doing so, they have 

opportunity to witness to God’s love by their different lifestyle. Often this may lead to 
opportunities to witness to God’s salvation through His holy Word. Christians should remember 
that God desires the salvation of all (1 Timothy 2:3–4). 

58. John teaches us about the connection between our love for others and God’s love for us. 
Because of God’s love, Christians begin to desire the things God desires, such as sexual purity 
and fidelity, a life modeled after Christ, and the salvation of others. God effects these changes in 
believers through the power of His Holy Spirit working through the Word. 
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Lesson 5 

Christ’s Second Coming, Part 1 
Theme verse: For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 

God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• discover how God used Paul to teach others details of Christ’s second coming; 
• learn, by God’s grace, the signs marking the end times; 
• ponder the order of events in Christ’s second coming; 
• see how God provides encouragement for the Thessalonians and for us today. 

Setting the Stage 
59. Answers will vary. The opinions held by some in your group may come from reading 

the Left Behind book series or other similar books. 
60. Signs in the church include false teachers that spread a false Gospel. Superficially, this 

may include churches or religions that teach other ways to heaven, such as the Mormons and the 
Unitarians. We will also see a falling away of believers within the Church itself. Signs in nature 
include devastating hurricanes, earthquakes, and famine throughout the world. Signs in the life of 
people include conflicts and wars. From these signs, we may determine that we’re living in the 
last of the Last Days. 

Those Asleep in Christ 
61. The difference is that loved ones who have died in Christ have God’s promise of eternal 

life. For those who do not believe in Jesus Christ, God offers no hope of salvation. 
62. The bodies of those who have fallen asleep in Christ (died) will rise from the dead. 
63. Believers who have died will rise first in perfect, resurrected bodies to meet Christ at 

His second coming. They will be followed by living believers whose bodies will be transformed. 

Encourage One Another 
64. a. Christ descends 
b. Voice of the archangel 
c. Sound of trumpet 
d. Dead in Christ rise 
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e. Living believers rise 
f. Meet the Lord in the air 
65. Because time is short, we are admonished always to be prepared for our Lord’s return. 

At the same time, we are comforted because sin and death one day will end. 
66. Paul encouraged these individuals by teaching that their loved ones who had died in 

Christ would indeed rise to eternal life. They have God’s promise on it. 

The Coming Disaster 
67. Labor pains may strike a pregnant woman at any time. Without warning, they come 

upon her, enveloping her in pain. Just as suddenly and without warning, Christ may come again. 
68. Christ teaches that no one knows the time of Christ’s second coming except God, 

making human guesswork futile and unwise. 
69. It is important that believers continue to evangelize so that many more might be brought 

into God’s kingdom. 

God’s Word for Today 
70. God “wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 

2:4). Knowing this both inspires and enables us to share the Gospel with others. 
71. We may minister to a grieving family by offering them God’s promise that their loved 

one is with Christ in heaven, awaiting the Last Day when Christ will raise him or her bodily from 
the dead. 

72. Those who die in Christ will rise with their same bodies, although in a perfected state 
without blemish, scars, or physical maladies. Allow participants to discuss what aspects of our 
bodily resurrection they find most comforting. For a person burdened with poor eyesight, the 
ability to see clearly may be especially comforting, for example. 
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Lesson 6 

Christ’s Second Coming, Part 2 
Theme verse: For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• grow in the understanding of the spiritual gifts that God provides; 
• deepen our appreciation for Christ’s death for our sins; 
• rejoice that God continues to protect and strengthen our faith through His Word and 

Sacraments. 

Setting the Stage 
73. Answers may vary. Most members of your group will likely have experienced 

encouraging words from someone. Take a minute to share those experiences. 
74. Answers may vary. God asks us to encourage and strengthen one another. Most likely, 

group members have encouraged someone in their time of need. Share that experience. 

God’s Spiritual Gifts 
75. Paul urges believers to keep awake and sober. In other words, believers should remain 

alert and ready for Christ’s second coming that can occur at any time. 
76. God has enlightened us through the Gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ. Because we are 

children of the light, and no longer children of the darkness, Christ’s return is an occasion of joy 
for us. God, our helper, is always with us (Hebrews 13:5–6). 

77. 
A.4 
B.1 
C.2 
D.3 
78. We take comfort knowing that in this battle for our soul, God is the Victor; Satan’s 

defeat came at the cross. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2007 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

77

Why Christ Died 
79. The “hope of salvation” is the assured promise of eternal life through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
80. Non-believers reject the “hope of salvation” given to believers and will perish eternally 

in their sins. 
81. Answers may vary. Encouragement comes in many ways, through notes or letters, 

through e-mails, conversations, and sometimes through something as simple as a reassuring 
touch or pat on the back. 

82. We should be encouraged, knowing that no matter what happens to us physically, Christ 
has secured our place in heaven. Through His blood, we are saved from God’s wrath. 

God’s Word for Today 
83. A. 1 Peter 1:18–19—we were ransomed (bought back) by the precious blood of Jesus 

Christ, the perfect Lamb of God. 
B. 1 John 2:2—Christ’s death not only paid in full the price of our sins but also the sins of 

the world—everyone for all time. 
84. Christ received through His Holy Spirit brings strength and comfort to those who 

believe in Him. He renews our strength each time we inwardly digest His body and blood in 
Holy Communion. God remains faithful and protects those who believe in salvation through His 
dear Son. 
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Lesson 7 

Paul’s Final Thoughts 
Theme verse: He who calls you is faithful. 

1 Thessalonians 5:24 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• explore the obligation pastors and congregations hold in common; 
• discover the six ways congregations might show Christian love; 
• learn the eight imperatives Paul teaches that show God’s will in Christ for us. 

Setting the Stage 
85. Perhaps the Thessalonians would have been encouraged by hearing Paul compliment 

them for carrying the Gospel throughout Macedonia and Achaia and for remaining faithful to the 
Gospel despite persecution. Paul shows great pride in the Thessalonians, and we may participate 
in his joy especially when realizing that God has also chosen us for salvation. 

86. Perhaps you would have felt Paul’s love through his letter and appreciated God working 
through him to offer you encouragement in your faith. 

High Regard for Spiritual Leaders 
87. Congregations call pastors to oversee the preaching of God’s Word in purity and truth. 

Congregational members are also obligated to read and study Scripture to confirm what their 
pastors teach them is true. An example of this is the Berean church in Paul’s day (Acts 17:11). 
Further obligations can be found in 1 Corinthians 9:14; Galatians 6:6–7; 1 Timothy 5:17–18; and 
Hebrews 13:17. 

88. Most will feel honored that God chooses pastors to strengthen our faith through the 
Gospel and to chide us when we err. God holds these men responsible for what they teach and 
preach, even to a higher standard (James 3:1). The enormous practical value of having a spiritual 
shepherd cannot be overemphasized. 

89. a. Admonish the idle. 
b. Encourage the fainthearted. 
c. Help the weak. 
d. Be patient with them all. 
e. See that no one repays anyone evil for evil. 
f. Seek to do good to one another and to everyone. 
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90. These behaviors would set the Thessalonians apart from those around them. In fact, this 
approach should have the same effect today (see also John 17:20–23). 

Your Life and God’s Will 
91. Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks in all circumstances. Do not quench 

the Spirit. Do not despise prophesies. Test everything. Hold fast what is good. Abstain from 
every form of evil. 

92. “Pray continually” implies a continual dialogue with God. We should let our thoughts 
rise to God in all situations. This does not mean that we should endanger ourselves and others by 
closing our eyes while driving, however. Instead, we should maintain an attitude of prayer, one 
that is quick to communicate with God in thanksgiving, petition, and praise. 

93. In adverse circumstances, we most likely become angry with God, but we should rejoice 
because God is strengthening our faith. Giving thanks in all circumstances is difficult and can be 
done only through faith in God’s promises. 

94. Quenching the Spirit implies that someone has put out the fire of faith within someone 
else. This may mean that an individual may turn away from God and be lost for eternity. We 
“quench the Spirit” when we criticize and belittle someone whose faith may not be at the same 
maturity level as ours or make fun of the faith of others in any way. 

95. Yes, Paul’s imperatives, given under divine inspiration, set Christians apart from the 
world around them. When others see these differences, they may ask why we are different and 
seek information about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s Closing Thoughts 
96. Paul prays that God would complete the work of faith he has started in the 

Thessalonians (“sanctify” them) and make their whole beings blameless in His sight. 
97. We might feel humbled that someone cared for us so much that he or she kept us before 

God in prayer. 
98. We are encouraged to remain faithful because Paul has asked God to shower us with the 

blessings of forgiveness and eternal life that Christ earned for us on the cross and which we 
appropriate through faith. 

God’s Word for Today 
99. It is assuring to know God will do everything He has promised to do. He alone is 

faithful to His Word, keeping all His promises from generation to generation. He alone promised 
a Savior to Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:15) and fulfilled that promise in Jesus Christ. 

100. Christ is in full measure God. Although it is impossible in this life to obtain the “full 
measure” of Christ, the Holy Spirit works a faith in us that reflects Christ’s image through our 
attitudes and actions toward God and toward one another. 
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Lesson 8 

God’s Judgment on Persecutors 
Theme verse: We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because 

your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is 
increasing. 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• learn how God has caused the Thessalonian church to increase in faith and perseverance; 
• rejoice in Paul’s words of assurance to those who suffer persecution; 
• understand how the “good deeds” of a Christian are a “thank you” to God for His 

abundant mercy. 

Setting the Stage 
101. Answers may vary. Take a moment for participants to share their experiences. 
102. The Bible is the most copied book in the world. Most likely Paul’s original letter was 

copied to preserve the text and to share it with other congregations. In addition, copies could be 
studied and reread in the Thessalonians’ worship services. 

Faith and Perseverance 
103. Grace and peace remind us of what God accomplished through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Through Christ’s sacrifice, God reestablished a right relationship 
with humanity. 

104. The Thessalonians’ faith continues to grow under the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 
105. Sanctified boasting would both encourage the Thessalonians and would allow them to 

serve as a model to other congregations. For Paul, the Holy Spirit dwells in us, enabling us to 
care for one another in praise of God. 

Relief for Those Who Suffer 
106. Perhaps the Thessalonians had mixed emotions about this warning since for 

unbelievers the future was bleak. On the other hand, God’s righteous judgment and justice for 
His people is a great source of encouragement. God’s enemies will be defeated. 

107. Paul’s words comfort us with the knowledge that an end will come to our persecution. 
108. God’s vengeance will strike with fire those who persecute His Church. 
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God Will Punish 
109. The Jews are among those who do not obey, or believe in, the Gospel. 
110. In Paul’s Roman account, we find the abundance of sin behind the removal of God’s 

hand of blessing. We cannot imagine what life would be like should God remove all His 
blessings forever. The removal of all of God’s blessings is certainly hell. 

111. We find strength in knowing that God will act justly against those who persecute His 
Church. 

Paul’s Prayer 
112. The prayer sounds similar to the one Paul prayed to close his first letter. Paul prays 

God would work through His Holy Spirit to “make them worthy of His calling” (sanctify them), 
continue to grow their faith and, in so doing, glorify His holy name through their actions. 

113. A Christian’s good deeds are done in response to God’s love. The apostle John put it 
this way, “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). We love because God first loved us, making our love 
back to God and to others a “thank You” to God for His grace through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

God’s Word for Today 
114. Christians accept trials as they come through God’s grace. Through our persecution, 

God allows us to share in Christ’s sufferings. To take the Gospel to others, many modern-day 
missionaries and evangelists willingly suffer persecution. If time permits, explore ministries such 
as POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach), which carries God’s Word to Muslims 
throughout the world. 

115. Of the world’s major religions, only Christianity promises eternal life through faith in 
Jesus Christ. All other religions promote works righteousness. Christ has abolished death for us; 
there are no deeds for us to do to merit our salvation. As Christians, we take great joy in hearing 
anew Christ’s words from the cross, “It (humankind’s salvation) is finished” (John 19:30). 
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Lesson 9 

The Antichrist, Part 1 
Theme verse: So that he [the Antichrist] takes his seat in the temple of God. 

2 Thessalonians 2:4 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• learn how God reveals descriptions about the Antichrist; 
• discover information about the Antichrist’s rise and fall; 
• explore information about Satan’s connection to the Antichrist; 
• explore organizations that have placed their word above God’s Word. 

Setting the Stage 
116. Answers will vary. Participants may have already studied about the Antichrist from 

Paul or John’s writings, especially the Book of Revelation. Perhaps they are also aware of the 
many false teachings about the Antichrist that appear in contemporary books, movies, and Web 
sites. 

117. Answers will vary. Perhaps the information shared here explores an understanding that 
the Antichrist will lure people away from Christ. Although this statement is true, God provides 
adequate warning to alert Christians to the character and nature of the Antichrist. 

The Antichrist Will Be Revealed 
118. The two events are: (1) a rebellion, a terrible falling away of the faith shall occur; and 

(2) the man of lawlessness (the Antichrist) will appear before Christ’s second coming. 
119. The identity of the man of lawlessness will be revealed (vv. 6, 8). However, Christ will 

utterly defeat him (v. 8). 
120. Paul’s word alerts us to guard our faith, assured in knowing the identity of the man of 

lawlessness and that Christ will be victorious over him. 

The Rise and Fall of the Antichrist 
121. Paul calls their attention to the fact that they had discussed the Antichrist previously in 

verse 5. 
122. The Antichrist takes his seat within the Christian Church, most likely not a physical 

building. 
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123. 1 John 2:18—there will be many antichrists. These false prophets and teachers lead 
Christians away from God. 

1 John 2:22—the Antichrist denies the Father and Jesus Christ, His Son. Doctrines of 
salvation based on works and not on grace alone are doctrines that deny Christ. 

1 John 4:3—any spirit that does not confess Jesus Christ is an antichrist. 
2 John 7—anyone who does not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh is an 

antichrist. John holds that there will be several antichrists and one final Antichrist. 
124. Even during Paul’s time, false teachers were about. In particular, the Judaizers taught 

that in order to become a Christian, one first must become a Jew and undergo circumcision. This 
false teaching led many away from Christ. 

125. God’s Word is comforting. Although we often feel that lawlessness runs out of control, 
we are reassured knowing that God only lets lawlessness go so far. 

126. Christ will destroy the Antichrist with “the breath of His mouth” (v. 8). 

Satan and the Antichrist 
127. Through Satan, the Antichrist will perform “false signs and wonders” (v. 9). These 

false miracles lead many to conclude that they come from Christ when in reality they belong to 
Satan through the Antichrist. 

128. Some will be deceived by the Antichrist (v. 11) and condemned to hell for following 
him (v. 12). Lest you find this unfair, remember God issues warnings through Paul of what to 
watch for so that we will not fall for Satan’s lies and false miracles. God is just; He warns us of 
coming events and wants no one to perish. 

God’s Word for Today 
129. “Religious” organizations that come to mind include the Mormon Church. Mormons 

profess and believe in additional books (the Book of Mormon and others) that they place on par 
with the Bible. The Unitarian Church does not hold to salvation through Christ alone. In 
addition, the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Islam exhibit marks of the antichrist. Martin Luther and 
the Lutheran reformers, as well as John Calvin and the Reformed Churches, understood the 
Antichrist as the office (but not the person) of the pope. They noted that the papacy existed early 
in Church history (and continues to do so). Additionally, they noted that the pope held (and still 
does to this day) the title, Vicar of Christ. 

130. The valuable insights offered in these two texts is that Christ is the one way to heaven 
and that Jesus Christ alone serves as mediator between God and man. Perhaps you know of other 
traditions about who mediates between God and man, but God reveals only one mediator in His 
Holy Word. 

131. God offers you His Word and Sacraments for a very good reason. His Word and 
Sacraments anchor your faith securely in Jesus Christ. He alone saves you. 



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2007 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV® 
  

84

Lesson 10 

The Antichrist, Part 2 
Theme verse: The Lord is faithful. 

2 Thessalonians 3:3 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• discover the importance of following Christ, especially at the time of the Antichrist; 
• learn how to stand firm in Christ; 
• understand that God protects those who believe in Him. 

Setting the Stage 
132. Answers will vary. God alone protects those who follow Him. Although God knows 

our needs in advance, He still wants to hear our prayers seeking His help and guidance. Such 
prayers reflect a humble attitude within us as we acknowledge God as the only source of our 
deliverance in difficult times. 

133. Answers may vary. In prayer, we should lift up before the Lord the Church, church 
workers, and members so that they might be strengthened for service, considering the work of 
Satan and his evil ones. Encourage participants to discuss other valuable reasons why we should 
pray. 

Follow Christ 
134. We are strengthened by knowing that God has chosen us for salvation and, in Christ, 

works saving faith within us. However, we must not become prideful, because this Bible verse 
applies to everyone. God desires a restored relationship with a Muslim, a Jehovah’s Witness, a 
Unitarian, or anyone else who does not know salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

135. Acknowledging Jesus Christ alone as Lord and Savior is an important verse that keeps 
the Antichrist at bay. This confession is the result of the Holy Spirit working faith within us 
through the Gospel. 

136. In the Gospel, we see the faithfulness of God. Since He spoke Genesis 3:15, God calls 
people to faith by His Spirit, through the same Gospel. 
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Stand Firm 
137. We draw eternal encouragement and comfort knowing that God works in us to 

strengthen our faith during times of tumult and persecution. He alone provides the strength to 
stand against the Antichrist when others might turn away. 

138. One of the good works Christians do is that of being an instrument God can use for the 
salvation of others. This may come by speaking and by living a life that reflects Christ’s love to 
others. These good works come by the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through our 
lives. 

God’s Protection 
139. Paul desires that “the Word of the Lord” might reach others, bringing to them the 

saving faith as it did in the case of the Thessalonians. 
140. Paul refers to the lawless men (in this instance, the Jews) who threaten Paul and his 

ministry. 
141. God faithfully provided a Savior on account of our sin, and He will strengthen and 

preserve our faith in time of crisis. The wicked and evil men were faithless. 
142. God will hold the Thessalonians steadfast in their faith. The Gospel of Jesus, the free 

forgiveness of sins through the death and resurrection of God’s Son, is the only means of our 
salvation; it is also what Satan hates the most. 

143. Yes, through God’s love and Christ’s work (v. 5), we will be delivered. 

God’s Word for Today 
144. Without these means that God provides, we have no defense at all, “For we do not 

wrestle with flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” 
(Ephesians 6:12). Indeed, God is faithful. 

145. Paul strove to live a life that reflected God’s love for him. Led by the Holy Spirit, Paul 
reached out in love to those he met. Our lives should reflect Christ as well. Many remain who do 
not yet know Christ. Allow participants time to discuss what practical ways they as individuals, 
and together as a congregation, could accomplish this task. 
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Lesson 11 

Christian Discipline 
Theme verse: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

2 Thessalonians 3:18 

Objectives 
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word, we will: 
• encounter the process known as church discipline; 
• learn that church discipline is God’s call for the sinner to repent and to return to faith; 
• discover Paul’s desire for the Christians at Thessalonica. 

Setting the Stage 
146. To many, church discipline may elicit a feeling of discomfort, based on the 

misunderstanding that the only purpose of church discipline is to excommunicate a person. As 
we shall soon discover, God provides church discipline as a way of protecting a congregation 
from sin while simultaneously working to bring a sinful person back into a relationship with 
Himself. 

147. Allow participants to answer freely without making any judgments on their opinions. 
Perhaps a participant can recall a time when someone was excommunicated. The member could 
not participate in Holy Communion and may have been separated from his or her congregation 
until such time when he/she repented of the sin. 

Paul Urges Separation 
148. When Paul invoked Christ’s name, people knew that Paul spoke in Christ’s stead. Paul 

did exactly what Christ recommends in Matthew. 
149. Paul worked extremely hard while living with the Thessalonians. During the day, Paul 

preached the Gospel and labored into the night, most likely as a tentmaker. 

Idleness and Christ’s Will 
150. Paul does not criticize those unable to find jobs or those with infirmities who find 

themselves unable to work. Instead, Paul criticizes those who are physically capable of working 
but who willfully refuse to do so. 

151. Our lives are an open book. If we follow Christ, and others are aware of it, how we 
treat each other and our Lord reflect on Him positively or negatively. It is much like the woman 
driving down a city street. Weaving in and out of traffic, the woman constantly had her head out 
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of the window, cursing at other drivers, while a “fish” decal was clearly visible on her bumper. 
When a police officer pulled her over, she asked, “Officer, why did you stop me, I wasn’t 
speeding?” He answered, “I’m sorry, ma’am, but I saw the fish decal on your car and heard you 
cursing, so I naturally figured the car was stolen.” 

152. “Stop being busybodies and work quietly to earn your own living.” 

Winning Back Your Brother 
153. By denying the Lord’s Supper to unrepentant sinners, they become painfully aware that 

their actions run contrary to the wishes of Christ. As such, these individuals find themselves 
outside of His grace, no longer strengthened and sustained by Christ’s body and blood. The sins 
they are committing are serious enough for God to withdraw His blessings. 

154. Denying the Lord’s Supper is justified if it saves one unrepentant sinner from potential 
eternal damnation. Love for the sinner is the motivation behind this process. 

155. “He may be ashamed.” These words reflect the purpose of church discipline: to bring 
the heart to repentance, to receive Christ’s forgiveness, and to return the sinner to fellowship 
with other believers. Congregations must willingly accept the repentant sinner back into their 
midst. This, too, is difficult and done only with the strength offered by Christ. 

156. Paul’s words show love, not contempt, for the excommunicated. Note his words, “Do 
not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother” (v. 15). 

Closing 
157. Answers may vary. Our souls find peace in knowing that Christ watches over and 

protects it from harm, especially as we recall Paul’s earlier words, “The Lord is faithful” (2 
Thessalonians 3:3). 

158. Paul wrote the final greeting of this letter with his “own hand.” Much like a signature 
on the back of a credit card, the Thessalonians could ascertain by Paul’s handwriting whether or 
not the letter was genuine. 

159. Paul desires that the Lord provide them “peace” and that the salvation won for them by 
Christ (“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”) would flow to them, keeping them forever in their 
baptismal covenant. 

God’s Word for Today 
160. Answers will vary as individuals present portions of this lesson or other lessons 

especially meaningful to them. 
161. Answers will vary. Great confidence should come from knowing that God works 

through men like Paul to bring salvation to others. With the end times a reality and Christ’s 
second coming near, Christians must be about the work of bringing others to Christ—even in 
times of persecution. God’s Word and His Sacraments strengthen us in this task as well as 
sustain and strengthen our faith. 

 




