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The Prelude

The Opening Hymn “When You Woke That Thursday Morning”
LSB 445

When You woke that Thursday morning,
Savior, teacher, faithful friend,

Thoughts of self and safety scorning,
Knowing how the day would end;
Lamb of God, foretold for ages,
Now at last the hour had come

When but One could pay sin’s wages:
You assumed their dreadful sum.

Never so alone and lonely,
Longing with tormented heart

To be with Your dear ones only
For a quiet hour apart:

Sinless Lamb and fallen creature,
One last paschal meal to eat,

One last lesson as their teacher,
Washing Your disciples’ feet.

What was there that You could give them
That would never be outspent,

What great gift that would outlive them,
What last will and testament?

“Show Me and the world you love Me,
Know Me as the Lamb of God:
Do this in remembrance of Me,

Eat this body, drink this blood.”

The Welcome and Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the a Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sins
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.

P: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
C: You do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

P: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
C: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.

Psalm 51:15-17

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

The Declaration of Forgiveness
P: Even as Jesus washed His disciples feet in the upper room, He

has washed you in the waters of Holy Baptism. Friends, hear
and believe the good news of the gospel: In the name of Jesus
Christ, you are forgiven. You have been washed clean by
water and the word.

C: Thanks be to God! 

One in faith, in love united, All one body, You the head,
When we meet, by You invited,
You are with us, as You said.

One with You and one another In a unity sublime,
See in us Your sister, brother, One in ev’ry place and time.

One day all the Church will capture That bright vision glorious,
And Your saints will know the rapture

That Your heart desired for us,
When the longed-for peace and union

Of the Greatest and the least
Meet in joyous, blest communion

In Your never-ending feast.
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The Psalm Psalm 116
P: Psalm 116 is the traditional Psalm for Maundy Thursday. It

speaks from the perspective of one person’s near death
experience, but it was used for Israel’s celebration of the
Passover since through death they were delivered from their
near death as a nation in slavery. This Psalm is thought to be
one of the Psalms Jesus and the disciples would have sung in
the upper room, in fact, maybe even the last one they sang.
Today we are going to speak this Psalm responsively, but
broken into sections with time for personal meditation in
between.

P: I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my pleas
for mercy.

C: Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on
Him as long as I live.

P: The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid
hold on me;

C: I suffered distress and anguish.
P: Then I called on the name of the Lord:
C: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!”
P: Picture Jesus in the Garden. He will pray for the snares of death

to pass. Think of how His suffering and death was one
sustained action of love toward the Father and love for us.

P: But then the tone of the prayer changes. It seems like His
deliverance from death is an act that has already been
accomplished.

P: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
C: Our God is merciful.
P: The Lord preserves the simple;
C: When I was brought low, He saved me.
P: Return, O my soul, to your rest;
C: For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.
P: For You have delivered my soul from death,
C: My eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling;
A: I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living.
P: These words remind us of the encouragement of Hebrews 12:2:

“Look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” In
the midst of our troubles, how does looking forward to
“walking before the Lord in the land of the living” give us
endurance?
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P: I believed, even when I spoke: “I am greatly afflicted;”
C: I said in my alarm, “All mankind are liars.”
P: What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will

lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord,
C: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His

people.
P: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. O

Lord, I am Your servant;
C: I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant. You have

loosed my bonds.
P: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving
C: And call on the name of the Lord.
P: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His

people,
C: In the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O

Jerusalem.
A: Praise the Lord!
P: As Jesus went from the upper room to the garden to the cross

He did so taking the cup the Father was giving Him to drink to
make it a “cup of salvation” we can receive in Holy
Communion. In the midst of our separation from the presence
of God’s people, from the courts of the house of the Lord and
the cup of salvation, we can still be confident in the Lord to
deliver us now and forever.

The Prayer of the Day
P: O Lord Jesus, You came not to be served, but to serve and to

give Your life as a ransom for many. Help us to comprehend
breadth and length and height and depth of Your love for us
and enable us to live as Your servants; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.

The Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1-14
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month
shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the
year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of
this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses,
a lamb for a household. And if the household is too small for a lamb, then
he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for
the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may
take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep it until the
fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.



“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the flesh
that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs
they shall eat it. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted,
its head with its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let none of it
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you
shall burn. In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in
haste. It is the Lord's Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man
and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the
Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you
to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.
“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a
feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you
shall keep it as a feast.

The Epistle Reading Hebrews 9:11-22
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with
hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all into the holy
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats
and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer,
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has
occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the
first covenant. For where a will is involved, the death of the one who
made it must be established. For a will takes effect only at death, since it
is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. Therefore not even
the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. For when every
commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people,
he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying,
“This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” And in
the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels
used in worship. Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

The Special Music “The Lamb” - Laura Kaufenberg
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The Reading of the Holy Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when the
devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to
betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you
wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him,
“You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash
you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my
feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” For he
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are
clean.”
When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and
resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done
to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you also
should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant
is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one
who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them...
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and
God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify
him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I
am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I
also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Sermon Hymn “Jesus, Greatest at the Table” LSB 446

Jesus, greatest at the table,
The almighty Son of Man,

Laid aside His outer clothing,
Poured some water in a pan;

As the Twelve lay, hushed in silence,
He the servant’s task began.
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Marvel how their Lord and teacher
Gently taught them not to vie

As He humbly knelt before them,
Dusty feet to wash and dry,

By His tender touch expressing
True compassion from on high.

Jesus took the role of servant
When upon that gruesome span,
For all human sin He suffered
As a vile and loathsome man;

On the cross poured out like water
To fulfill the Father’s plan.

Can we fathom such deep mercy?
Do we see what God has done?

Who can grasp this great reversal:
Love that gives His only Son?

Christ, the sinless for the sinners,
For the many dies the One.

Jesus gave to His disciples
A commandment that was new:
“Show My love to one another,

Do as I have done for you;
All the world will know you love Me

As you love each other too.”

Text: © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003071

The Sermon

The Offertory Melody: Abide with Me

Create in me a heart made clean from sin.
A steadfast spirit, Lord, renew within.

Your Holy Spirit ne'er remove from me,
But in Your saving joy, Lord, make me free.

The Announcements

The Prayers
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The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face

shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His
countenance on you and a give you peace.

C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” LSB 437

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head
For sinners such as I?

Was it for sins that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?

Amazing pity, grace unknown,
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut its glories in

When God, the mighty Maker, died
For His own creature’s sin.

Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears,

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt my eyes to tears.

The drops of grief can never repay
The debt of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give myself away:
It’s all that I can do.

The Stripping of the Altar

The stripping of the altar is an ancient custom of the Church done 
on Maundy Thursday. It is symbolic of the humiliation of Jesus at 
the hands of the soldiers. As the altar is stripped we will hear the
words of Psalm 22.

Our Holy Week devotion continues tomorrow, Good Friday, at
noon.


