421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of Light
Stand

L

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

L

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,

L

Let Your light scatter the darkness

L

Joyous light of glory:

L

C

Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your
people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love
Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm Prayer
L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing
Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and
may glorify You forever.
C Amen.

Preparing to Hear 1 Timothy
Saint Paul wrote this letter to Timothy at least 8 years after Paul served in Ephesus
(around 65 AD).
• Timothy had been like a vicar, helping with pastoral work under Paul’s
supervision, but after pastoring a couple other churches, Timothy was sent to
serve at the church in Ephesus.
• Paul writes this letter to young Pastor Timothy after realizing that he might not
be able to visit Ephesus again and encourage him in person. This letter sums up
what Paul had taught him, and reminds Timothy of the authority he has from
Christ.

Things to Listen for in I Timothy
• A common problem at Ephesus (where Timothy was serving) was the influence
of Gnosticism: a false teaching in which all material things are considered
worthless and entangling, and which sees salvation as being the escape of
material things by learning secret knowledge for those who prove worthy.
• Timothy has apparently lacked confidence in his own authority as pastor and
teacher of the church in Ephesus. Paul encourages Timothy by reminding him of
his ordination (“laying on of hands”) and that his authority to preach the gospel
comes not from his own worthiness, but from God.
• Paul addresses several different roles in the church, to be filled by different kinds
of people. He lists qualifications for who should be allowed to work in one
position or another, and he lists restrictions on who is allowed to serve where.
• In our time, we’re accustomed to thinking a bit differently about roles. Often, for
example, men and women are considered relatively interchangeable. But Paul
writes of God’s calling different people to do different things. He takes his cue
from the order of Creation and the structure God put in place, rather than from
the culture around him.
• As a Christian, Paul notes, your goal is not to argue that you fit in every role,
neither in the church nor in the rest of the world. Instead, Paul says, find roles
that God has called you to fulfill, and look for ways to serve there, according to
his instruction.
Key Memory Passages in I Timothy:
✓ 1:15: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost.”
✓ 4:12: “Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

1.

Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

2.

We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

3.

Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

4.

I, a sinner, come to Thee
With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;
Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

5

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6

Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7

Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
Tune and text: Public domain

Listening to the Letter from God

682 God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons

Text and tune: Public domain

Litany Prayers
Stand

Litany
LSB 249
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

C
L
C
L
C
L

C
L
C
L
C
L
C

Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this
and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
L
C

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give
thanks to the Lord:
Alleluia.

L

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
L
C

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
LSB 251
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
L
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
LSB 252
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.
878 Abide with Me

5

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Text and tune: Public domain
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