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The Opening Hymn “My Song Is Love Unknown”
LSB 430

The Order of Evening Prayer LSB 243

What Jesus Means to Me Evening Service

Preparing to Hear – Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
C Paul had worked in Philippi around 50AD, and the Philippian

church was the first Paul had planted in Europe. Paul wrote
this letter while imprisoned in Rome, about 60AD.

C Philippi was a Roman outpost, with mostly Gentiles in the
Church. The city was named for King Philip II, Alexander
the Great’s father. These Philippians were proud of being
Roman.

C Philippians is known as the New Testament “Letter of Joy.”

Things to Listen for in Philippians
C Saint Paul writes to the Philippians in thanks for the gift

they’d sent him when they found out he was imprisoned. He
updates them on how he and his companions are faring while
away.

C Even in prison, Paul rejoices and encourages the Philippians
to do the same in the midst of their own persecution.

C Included also are warnings for the Christians in Philippi to
shoot for the happy medium in terms of the law. Some
emphasize the law too much, others not enough.

C

C Since there was a heavy presence of retired Roman soldiers
in Philippi who were likely very proud of their service and
their empire, Paul emphasizes that even more important than
their Roman citizenship is citizenship in heaven.

C Chapter Two contains what was probably a hymn of the early
Church, a beautiful expression of who Jesus is and what He
has done.

C Key Memory Passages
T 2:6-11: “[Jesus], being in very nature God…”
T 4:4-5: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:

Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is
near.”

The  Hymn “What Is the World to Me” 
LSB 730

Reading and Hearing Philippians

Outline

Introductory Material (1:1-26)
C Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers for the Philippians
C Paul’s Current Circumstances

Encouragements (1:27-2:30)
C Live a Life Worthy of the Gospel
C Follow the Attitude of Christ
C Updates on Timothy and Epaphroditus

Paul’s Cautions for Christians in Philippi (3:1-4:1)
C Warning Against Overemphasis of the Law
C Against Under-Emphasis of the Law (Shoot for the middle!)

Concluding Matters (4:2-23)
C General Encouragements about the Christian Life
C Paul’s Contentment and Thanksgiving for the Philippians
C Greetings and Blessing



The Anthem(6:00 p.m. only) “Rejoice in The Lord”
Sr. Choir

The Litany Prayers (spoken) LSB 249

The Closing Hymn “Stay with Us” LSB 879

+ + + + + + + +

Taking It Home

Thursday – Read Philippians 1

Paul includes thanksgivings in most of his letters. For what is Paul
specifically thankful in verse 5?

In verse 6, who is the one who has begun the good work? What
about it is not yet completed? When will it be completed?

In verse 8, Paul writes how badly he wants to see the Philippians
again. We heard similar words in I Thessalonians. Why is it so
important to Paul that he see these people again? Do you think that
desire is unique to Paul, or important for all Christians? 

Why, when they can obviously communicate by letter, is it so
important to meet face to face?

Paul is writing from prison in Rome. How can he say in verse 12
that his imprisonment has actually served to advance the gospel?

The footnote in The Lutheran Study Bible for verse 21 reads, “If
you live as a Christian, you live by God’s grace, in His image, to
serve as Christ [served] the people around you. If you die, you
learn the fullness of what you had known in part and your fallen
human nature no longer hinders you.”

Paul encourages the Philippians not to be afraid of the threats they
face for the gospel. Why might it be especially important for him
to remind them at the same time to live lives worthy of the gospel?

Prayer:
Preserve Your Word, O Savior, To us this latter day,
And let Your kingdom flourish; Enlarge Your Church, we pray.
O keep our faith from failing; Keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let nothing from truth turn us While living here below.

Preserve in wave and tempest Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather, May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot, And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor In Your eternal light. Amen

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110003071

Friday – Read Philippians 2

Chapter Two contains a great deal of instruction for how to live as
Christians. What are some key words that you find important here?
How are they important?

What would complete Paul’s joy?

Verses 5-11 are packed. What does it mean that Jesus didn’t
consider equality with God a thing to be grasped or clung to?



How obedient is Jesus’ obedience? Knowing he was that obedient
for your sake, what does that prompt in you for the sake of others?

What does it mean to “work out your salvation with fear and
trembling,” if salvation is supposed to be by faith alone?

I’ve always considered verses 14-18 to be very inspiring. What
does Paul say is the purpose behind following the example of Jesus
and working out our faith?

Toward the end of chapter Two, Paul talks about Timothy and
Epaphroditus, and how they’ve worked and sacrificed for the sake
of the gospel. What does it stir up in you when you think of the
sacrifice others have made so that you would know the Savior?

Prayer:
Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
With grace precede us. Amen

Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003071

Saturday - Read Philippians 3-4:1
Verse 1 of chapter Three has a word that’s used nine times in just
four chapters—it’s an important one! Which is it? (hint: it rhymes
with schmaboyce) Why does Paul keep harping on that same
word?

In verse 2, Paul calls ‘em like he sees ‘em. The “dogs” he’s talking
about are the Judaizers—they’re people who say that in order to
follow Jesus you have to fulfill all the Jewish laws, like
circumcision, feasts and fasts, keeping ceremonially clean, etc. 

Paul was a pretty good Jew, as he explains in 3-6. In verses 7-11,
how much does Paul’s keeping of the Jewish law matter?

How have you experienced the good law of God being over-
emphasized? 

In 3:12-4:1 Paul talks about how important the law is, just when it
seemed like we could just forget about it! There were people in
Philippi, apparently, who had considered the law to be useless. 

This is a danger particularly among Lutherans who know very well
that we’re saved by the work of Christ and not by what we do. Is
the law still important? Why or why not? 

Roman citizenship was difficult to get, but it was hereditary,
passed down through generations and valued because of its great
benefits (maybe not unlike American citizenship, in a lot of ways). 



But Paul says there’s another citizenship even more important. We
heard about it in Ephesians 2:11-22, where Paul was again writing
against Judaizers. Go ahead and read through that passage—it’s
among the most powerful in all of Scripture. What difference does
heavenly citizenship make for your life on earth?

Prayer:
Jesus, lead Thou on, Till our rest is won; 
And although the way be cheerless, 
We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand To our fatherland. Amen

Sunday – Read Philippians 4:2-23
Euodia and Syntyche were Christian women at Philippi. These two
apparently had a disagreement between them significant enough
for it to affect the work of the gospel in that congregation. 

Interestingly, Paul doesn’t say that one or the other is right, he just
says they should “agree in the Lord,” and leaves the details to
them. In moments of deep conflict, how can Christians be
reconciled to one another? How do Paul’s words in chapter Two
speak to how conflicts between Christians might be resolved?

Verse 4: there’s that R-word again. Doesn’t Paul know that there’s
suffering in the world? How can he make such a happy-clappy
statement? What about good Christian stodginess, or sorrow over
sin?

Verses 8 and 9 offer some very concrete advice. Why is the
question, “is there too much violence/sex/drugs/bad influences/[fill
in the blank] for me to watch this?” the wrong question? 

Why would it be important for the Philippians to practice what
they had received and heard and seen from Paul?

Take a look at Romans 8:28. What is the “secret” Paul references
in verse 12? How can he be content in every situation (also v. 19)?

Note: Paul sends greetings to the Philippians from the saints in
Caesar’s household. Whoa. God even worked there.

Prayer:
Lord of all nations, grant me grace
To love all people, ev’ry race;
And in each person may I see
My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee.

Break down the wall that would divide
Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side.
My neighbor’s good let me pursue;
Let Christian love bind warm and true. Amen.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110003071


