
Screwtape Letters – Week 1

Letter 1 – Reason and Reality

In this letter, we learn that Wormwood has been making sure that

his patient spends plenty of time with his materialistic friends.

Wormwood believes  that by using reason and argument he can

keep the man from belief in God. Screwtape does not disagree that

it is good to influence the man’s thoughts, by he reminds

Wormwood that his main job is to keep the patient from thinking

too deeply about any spiritual matter. Instead he should use

ordinary everyday distraction to mislead the man.

1. Instead of making the patient think of materialism as

______________, Wormwood should make him think of is as:

2. What’s the trouble with awakening “the patients reason?”

3. What “abominable advantage” does the Enemy have?

4. How did Screwtape once lead a patient away from a dangerous

train of thought?

Letter 2 – Distracting the Christian Mind

Screwtape beings this letter by rebuking Wormwood for letting his

patient escape him and become a Christian. However, not all is

lost. If he can cause the man to be disillusioned with the church by

highlighting the strange habits and hypocrisies of it members

Wormwood still might succeed. Screwtape tells Wormwood to

attack the man’s spiritual immaturity in an effort to win him back.

1. What “Church” does Screwtape mean?

2. What are some “ideals” that can disappoint?

3. What happens after the “initial dryness?”

Letter 3 – Relationships

In this third letter, Screwtape suggest that Wormwood focus on the

patient’s relationship with his mother. By cooperating with

Glubose, the demon with is working o the mother, Screwtape

imparts secrets on how to slowly deteriorate the relationship.

1. Why would Screwtape want to focus on spiritual matters vs

physical ones?

2. It’s not the words that matter, it’s the 

3. What “elder brother” does Screwtape refer to?



Letter 4 –Sincere Prayer 

Screwtape is insulted at Wormwood shifting blame and directly

talks about prayer. More precisely how to thwart genuine prayer.

1. The first advice is to move prayer away from formal prayers to

2. What don’t we see according to Screwtape?

3. Why doesn’t “real nakedness of soul” happen often?

Letter 5 – War

Screwtape chides Wormwood for his naive excitement for the

“new” war (World War II). It can be entertaining, but it can also

drive masses of people to God.

1. What are the two possible reactions to war offered to do the

real work necessary?

2. What refreshment is provided to the toiling demons?

3. What “best weapon” is lost during war? Why?

Letter 6 – Focus

Military service seems inevitable so Wormwood should divert

attention away from God and the good his patient should do to

fears about what might happen to him. 

1. Why is it easier to hate those who are close and be charitable to

those who are far away

2. There is going to be benevolence and malice in the patient.

What does Screwtape suggest Wormwood do with it?

3. How is this similar to his advice in letter 2 concerning the

patients relationship with his mother?


