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Advent Services Answer A Question  
 

The birth of a certain child two thousand years ago in Bethlehem prompted a 

poet in the nineteenth century to ask a very uncommon question in a hymn: 

òWhat Child Is This?ó It was an uncommon question because it asked about the 

birth of a very uncommon child. Join us this Advent season as the answer to 

this question is revealed. 

 

Advent services take place on Wednesdays at noon and 6:00 p.m. The noon service is followed by a light 

fellowship lunch. The evening service is preceded by a meal starting at 5:00 p.m.   

 

Wednesday, December 5ñZechariahõs Hope, Luke 1:5-25 

Wednesday, December 12ñThe Mighty Son, Judges 13:2-7 

Wednesday, December 19ñThe Leap of Joy, 2 Samuel 5:12-23 and Luke 1:39-45 

Toys for Boys and Girls/Tiny Tots  
 

The Board of Evangelism once again is encouraging members from St. 

Johns to participate in the community Christmas gift program, Toys for 
Girls and Boys and Tiny Tots. A tree with cards attached to the 

branches is located in the front entry. Each card contains general 

information pertaining to a childõs age and gender. After purchasing an 

appropriate gift, please bring it back to church by Sunday, December 9. 

A drop off box is also located in the front lobby.  Please do not wrap 

your gift. Simply tape the card that you took from the tree onto the 

gift. Further inquiries may be made to Doug or Julie Kingsley.   

 

Help is also needed for sorting and distributing gifts the week of December 10. If you would like to help, 

please call Tanja at 218-255-6056. 

And Then Itõs Christmas! 
 

Those three Advent services are all leading up to Christmas as we celebrate the 

birth of this uncommon child. Christmas Eve services will be held on Monday, 

December 24 at 3:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. We will have one service on Christmas 

Day at 9:00 a.m.  

This, this is Christ, the King!  

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 
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Ponderings from the Pew  

Does it seem to you that people shop for a god similarly to how 

they shop for a new car? When looking for a vehicle, we make a list 

of must have accessories like heated seats, heated steering wheels, 

automatic doors, keyless entry, auto start. We make a list of color 

options, type of vehicle, maybe even specific brands, and cloth or 

leather seats. So, give a listen sometime and see what kind of god people seek 

ð if they seek any at all that is. Letõs see. Oh, he needs to be all about love, 

peace and wild flowers. He isnõt a judge; he doesnõt have any rules on right 

and wrong. Whatever works for you, works for him. Hell isnõt necessary. My god wouldnõt actually send 

someone to hell. Sin has no clear definition. Well, letõs just say that sin doesnõt exist. How can it be wrong 

if it makes me happy? 

 

Humans try so hard to define God; to make Him fit in a form we can relate to and understand. No matter 

how many times God tells us that He is, in fact, a mystery.  1 Corinthians 13:12, òFor now we see in a 

mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 
known.ó We want God to be Who we want Him to be, act like we want Him to act, do what we want 

Him to do. When we have trouble, we wonder where is God? We seek a god that fits into a box we 

define, but there is only one true God. Isaiah 45:20-21, òAssemble yourselves and come; draw near 

together, you survivors of the nations! They have no knowledge who carry about their wooden idols and 

keep on praying to a god that cannot saveé.there is no other god besides Me, a righteous God and a 

Savior; there is none besides Me.ó There is none beside the one triune God.  

 

God doesnõt behave the way we want. He doesnõt always do what we want or answer our prayers the way 

we want. God is God. He alone decides. We donõt get to make demands of Him. We are not promised 

easy, worry free, trouble free lives. Godõs children are not guaranteed peace on earth. We are guaranteed 

eternal life. We are guaranteed that He will never leave us even when we suffer here in this world. We are 

guaranteed that this place is not our home; that we have a mansion prepared for us in perfect heaven with 

Him. The pain, loss, illnesses we suffer here are temporary ð eternal life is forever. Yes, God is a mystery 

we cannot fully comprehend here. But the time will come when we will see Him face to face. We cannot 

shop for a god who caters to our every whim. The one true God chose us, and not because we were the 

best, or had the purest hearts, or handled well on the bumpy roads. He chose us because we were broken, 

ugly, chipped, faded, sinful.  

 

òWho is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, 

awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?ó (Exodus 15:11). No one. òDo not turn 

to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the Lord your 

Godó (Leviticus 19:4). òThus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the 

Lord of hosts: òI am the first and I am the last; besides Me there is no godó (Isaiah 

44:6). Donõt waste time shopping for a god who cannot save. Be still and know the 

one true God is with you. 

 

To God alone be the glory. 

 

Reneeõ Anderson 
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Whatõs On The Lutheran Hour 

 
12/02 "Reality Therapy"  

12/09 "Redeemer with a Capital R"  

12/16 "In Anxious Times - Rejoice! "  

12/23 "The King's Strength "  

12/30 "A Long Good -Bye"  
 

Listen to the Lutheran Hour every Sunday on KPRM 

870 AM at 9:30 a.m. or KTIG 102.7 FM at 5:00 p.m. on 

Sundays. You can also listen on Sirius XM Family Talk 

Channel 131, Sundays at 9:00 a.m. or any time on 

SENTRadio at lhm.org/sentradio. 

 

The Lutheran Laymenõs League sponsors the program 

on KPRM each Sunday. If you would like to help 

sponsor the program your gift may be placed in the 

offering and earmarked òLocal Lutheran Hour.ó 

Cookies and Carols  
 

On Sunday, December 16, weõll gather in the fellowship hall during coffee hour to sing 

our favorite carols and indulge in our favorite cookies, which will be furnished by 
members like you! Please bring a dozen or two of your favorite cookies or candy. 

After singing, the Board of Fellowship will make up gift packages of goodies and 

deliver them to our shut-ins. Please join us in this yearly tradition here at St. Johns.  

Bid on A Basket  

 

Place your bid on one of the many baskets 

displayed in the social hall. Proceeds from the 
baskets will be divided between the National 

Youth Gathering and the Childrenõs Choir. Bids 

will be taken until December 16 during the 

Cookies and Carols so be sure to check back 

frequently and make sure someone hasnõt 

outbid you.  

A Handbell Christmas Service  
 

If you love listening to the handbell choir youõre in for a special treat at the 8:00 a.m. 

worship service on December 16. Every song features bells from the prelude to the 
postlude. Come and worship with bells! 

An Acoustic Christmas  

 

Eric and Krista Norquist, along with special guests, Hope and Alyssa Schroeder, will present 

an acoustic Christmas concert here at St. Johns on Saturday, December 16 at 3:00 p.m. The 
Lutheran Laymenõs League will serve goodies following the concert. A freewill offering will be 

taken to support the local Lutheran Hour. 

Sunday School Presents òKing Jesusó 

 

St. Johns Sunday School invites you to their Christmas program, òKing Jesusó on Sunday, 

December 16 at the 10:30 a.m. service. 
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Stewardship Corner ñMake Known the Savior 

What greater mystery is there than these words of the Apostle John: òAnd the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the 

Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truthó (John 1:14)? This Word Who is 

with God and Who is God and Who has been with God since the beginning 

(John 1:1-2), this Word became one of us. Born in a stable more than two 

thousand years ago, Jesus lived among us. We joyfully sing every Christmas, 

òJoy to the Word, the Lord is Come.ó In His 33 years on earth, He ate and 

drank and slept like one of us, and He showed us His glory. 

 

òAnd from His fullness, we have all received, grace upon graceó (John 1:16), for this 

is what He came to bring. First and foremost of those blessings is the 

forgiveness of sins and life eternal with Him. He is òthe Lamb of God, Who takes 

away the sin of the world!ó (John 1:29). 

 

As we turn the pages of the Gospel of John, we come to know more about our Savior. He is: living water, 
the healer, the teacher, the miracle worker, the good shepherd, the raiser of the dead, the Vine, the 

Christ, the Son of God, the I AM. 

 

And we are the sheep of His flock, His witnesses, the branches who cling to Him, the Vine, so that we 

might be sustained and empowered to serve this mighty Savior Who deigned to become one of us. 

 

What does He ask of us, His sheep? To believe in Him, to remain in Him, to love others as He has loved 

us, to expect persecution for the sake of the Gospel, to trust Him so completely that He can accomplish 

through us even greater things (John 14:12). 

 

òYou did not choose Me,ó Jesus said, òbut I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 

that your fruit should abideó (John 15:16). How blessed we are to be chosen to have our identity in Christ, 

to be chosen for the tasks He gives us to do! Let us joyfully take up the work He gives us as we make 

known to all the Savior, the Work made flesh. 

 

May peace and joy abound in our lives as we celebrate Jesusõ coming into the world as our rescuer from 

sin and death! 

Successful Blood Drive   
 

Blessed are the volunteers, for without them, what would we do? Iõd like to thank 

everyone who volunteered to call donors, work registration, serve or provide 

snacks, and especially those who donated blood during our blood drive on 

November 5 & 6. There were 125 donors who were able to successfully donate for 

a total of 150 blood products. This wonderful outcome could not be accomplished 

without the help of our volunteers and donors. Thank you so much, everyone, for 

your support!  

 

Elayne Luiken, Blood Drive Coordinator  
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Stewardship Review ñOctober 

 
Avg. Sunday Worship Attendance: 273 

 

Total Offerings: $42,089          Avg. Weekly Offerings  $8,418                   Budget/Week  $9,201 

Total Expenses: $40,611          Avg. Weekly Expenses  $8,122                   Budget/Month $39,870 

Difference           $1,478       Difference                      $296 

 

Total Offerings, October, 2017:  $41,231          Total Offerings, year to date:   $363,311 

Total Expenses, October, 2017:  $30,148          Total Expenses, year to date:   $345,130 

Difference                                  $11,083          Difference                               $18,181 

 

CNB Checkbook Balance as of 10/31/18: $72,868      Our Healthy Balance Goal  $74,000 

Less Dedicated Accounts                         -  $411       Raised so far                     $37,068 
Difference                                             $72,457       Still need                          $36,932 

Hey Youth! Come Join Us for An Amazing Race!  
 

         All youth 5th-12th grade are invited to join us for a winter themed Amazing Race here at 

         the church on Sunday, December 9, from 3:00ñ5:00 p.m. Come enjoy some fun, games  
         and friendly competition. Make your own signature drink at the cocoa bar. Please bring a  

           treat to share. Friends welcome! 

 

                    You can sign up on the sheet by the church office, call the church (732-9783) or  

                       call, text or e-mail Pastor Newton (815-222-1359, pastorjoelnewton@gmail.com). 

Scenes from the Youth Sky Zone Trip  

It was a great time! 

 

Thanks to Larry Hetrick for driving the bus! 


