
Want to Stretch Your Legs?

St. Johns walking group, the Walkie Talkies, will be 

moving to the levee on May 2nd. We'll be walking 

on Monday evenings at 5:30 PM, and on Thursday 

mornings at 10:00 AM. Walk slow, fast, short, or long. 

We're flexible and we'll be there, unless the weather 

is threatening... in that case we will walk in the tunnel 

that goes from the hospital to Tivoli (meet at the info. 

desk in the lobby). At the levee, we'll meet behind 

Tamarack's. Come and join us for exercise, vitamin 

D, and conversation. All are welcome! 

Call Theresa Smith (697-0509) with questions.

We would love to have you join us!



May Greetings from St. John’s 

Child Development Center

May can be a busy month for most of us. It’s gradua-

tion time, confirmation time, and wedding season, 

and we can’t forget Mother’s Day, Teacher Appreci-

ation Week (May 2-6th), National Child Care Provid-

ers Day (May 6th), and Memorial Day weekend. With 

the last days of school (and for some teachers may-

be even retirement), many of these 

things made me think of Mrs. Sara 

Jakeman. 

Mrs. Sara Jakeman will be retiring this 

year after 34 years of teaching at St. 

John’s Lutheran School. I have 

known Sara ‘the preschool teacher’ 

for about 13 years. As most of you 

know, Sara wears many hats in our 

church and community. I first met 

Sara when I was a young mother in 

1993 visiting my in-laws here in 

Pardeeville before heading off to 

Germany with my husband and sons. 

To help keep me busy while the boys 

were in school I signed up for a bas-

ket-making class here in town. Guess 

who the teacher of that class was? Mrs. Jakeman! 

Many years later when I returned to live here and 

work at St. John’s, I realized the teacher in the pre-

school classroom next to my center office was the 

same teacher who introduced me to the love of bas-

ket-making. I still have the very first basket I made in 

that class.

So how many hats does Sara wear besides wife, 

mother, and friend? One the biggest hats she has 

worn is preschool teacher and advocate for children 

in her community. This started with the church 3-4 

year old preschool, to the little house preschool 

where our center was built, to the vision and success 

of starting Open Arms Day Care in 2001. She is retiring 

now as a first grade teacher. Many of you remember 

Sara from one of the above programs or she may 

have played music at your child’s wedding or taught 

your son or daughter how to play the piano. She 

wears the hat of art teacher also. Somewhere in your 

storage box is a picture from art class that you are 

holding on to that very well could 

have come from her class (like my 

basket). There are more hats that 

Sara has worn. I wish I knew them all. 

But what I do know is she will be 

missed here and there will be no one 

wearing a hat quite like Sara. Thank 

you Mrs. Sara Jakeman for your many 

years of service to St. John’s Ministries. 

If you see Sara, 

please tell her 

THANK YOU.

Come visit our 

center and see 

some of the changes we are making 

on the playground! We have a new 

fence and expanded the playground 

a few feet. We repaired a sandbox and planted 

some flowers. Next we will be adding a shade cano-

py. Thank you for making this possible by supporting 

our fundraisers and gifting donations. Our programs 

are growing like weeds! We cannot seem to keep up 

with all the needs! We are blessed!

Serving God’s Children 

Debbie Drew and Center staff

On Monday, May 23 the Evangelism Team will be 

hosting a cookout at Cattail Lodge as an outreach 

opportunity. They would be gracious for any dona-

tions of meat, buns, potato chips, bottled water, and 

charcoal for their efforts. They will be serving from 

5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. If you are able or willing to help 

in any way, please contact Marilyn Jahn (608-617-

7787) or Paul Persson (951-282-1046). Prayers needed!



St. John’s offers an automated giving pro-

gram sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lu-

therans called Simply Giving

®

. Several have 

told us how much they like the program be-

cause of its convenience. They also men-

tioned that they appreciate that their finan-

cial gifts to St. John’s continue even if they are 

out of town and not able to be at a worship 

service. Perhaps the Simply Giving

®

by completing the Simply Giving

®

sign and the high quality parts of 

ing used to shave with.  I was im-

pressed with the ease with which the 

cover could move back and forth, 

and the precision with which it stayed 

put in either position.  It seemed to be 

of much higher quality than necessary 

for an item supposed to be disposable.

As I was pondering that mystery, I start-

ed thinking about the story of Jesus 

feeding the five thousand in John 6: 5-

13.  In particular I was impressed with 

verse 12: "When they had all had 

enough to eat, he said to his disciples,  ‘Gather the 

pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be wast-

ed.’" (NIV)  Isn't that amazing?  The one who can 

make out of nothing enough food to feed all those 

people is still concerned that nothing be wasted.  

Why should that be?

the church.

I think Jesus wants us to pay 

careful attention to the minor 

and seemingly insignificant as-

pects of our lives.  When we take 

proper care for all of the little de-

tails of our lives, God weaves it 

all into a marvelous whole.  Let 

us be diligent in living and giving 

our whole lives to the Lord.  

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; 

trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” Psalm 

37:5

A Gathering on 

Mental Health

In partnership with Prevent Suicide 

Columbia County and other commu-

nity organizations, Durward’s Glen 

Retreat & Educational Center will host “A Gathering on 

Mental Health” on Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14, 

2016. This event is open to all community members - includ-

ing people living with mental health challenges, their fami-

lies and friends, church or agency leaders, congregation 

members, and the general public. Cost is $40 for pre-

registration by May 1; $50 registration after May 1. With ses-

sions on Friday evening and all day Saturday, we hope to 



Through our Scrip Program, families are able to 

earn credit towards school tuition for day-to-day 

purchases that we all make! Local vendors are 

even glad to help our families that patronize their 

business! St. John’s Ministries can benefit from your 

weekly shopping if YOU do a little planning ahead 

of time! Place your orders by NOON on any Tues-

day, and pick up your cards AFTER NOON on the 

following Thursday. In a hurry? Pay a visit to the 

church office! We have the following on hand: 

Culver’s, Pierce’s, Kwik Trip, Wal-Mart, Subway, 

Walgreens, Bath & Body Works, & Portage Theatres.

If you have questions, feel free to contact our 

SCRIP Coordinator Jeremy Popp @ 279-0474 or 

Emily in the church office @ 742-2387. 

To Place an Order Online: Visit shopwithscrip.com. 

Our coordinator’s name is Jeremy Popp, and the 

enrollment code number is 2E3C2LC43891L  

Mission Grant

Alaska Mission for Christ 

(partial) $3,550

Isolated native rural communities in Alaska struggle 

with the high cost of living, 

pressure to change their tradi-

tional lifestyles, alcohol/drug 

abuse, and family violence. 

Alaska Mission for Christ would 

like to place a year-round mis-

sionary in the Tok area of Alas-

ka. The missionary would work with the volunteers and 

local Christians to serve various native communities 

with the Gospel. The people need someone to pray 

with them on a regular basis, gather them around 

God’s Word and Sacrament, and meet their spiritual 

needs. Local people will also be trained by the mis-

sionary to work alongside him in the ministry.

Please Pray:

Almighty God, the people of Tok, Alaska have been 

experiencing Your love through VBS and other sum-

mer programs but, Lord, they need to experience 

Your presence with them all year long. Help place a 

full-time missionary in this region who will bring the 

saving message of the Gospel to all who have their 

ears and hearts open by the Holy Spirit, In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen

If you would like to support this grant, please place 

your donation in the Mite Box found on the table in 

the CLC. Thank you for your prayers and monetary 

support.

Our ministry

Tuesday May 17

th

CLC 

7:00pm Come and help 

put Hygiene Kits together 

for OGT or donate items 

for the kits. Check out 

the table in the narthex.

Do you like to knit or crochet?

The ingathering for the LWML SWD con-

vention this June will be chemo hats for 

cancer patients. This is a wonderful way to 

include patients in your prayers as you 

work to make these caps. 

For more information and patterns please 

contact Elaine Hull 742-2034.



In April, Agrace HospiceCare will hold “Journey 

Through Grief,” a six-week grief support group for 

adults who are grieving a death. The group will 

meet Mondays, April 18 through May 23 (Monday), 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Agrace, 1670 South Boulevard, 

Baraboo. Call Jody Haak-Reuter at (608) 327-7118 

to register, or complete online registration at 

agrace.org/griefgroups. For details on all Agrace 

grief support groups, visit agrace.org.

During the month of May, we 

will be collecting used prescrip-

tion eyeglasses and sunglasses 

as part of a recycling program 

conducted throughout the 

United States and Canady by Lions Clubs. Hearing 

aids will also be collected and accepted. The eye-

glasses and hearing aids will be refurbished and dis-

tributed to the poor in developing countries where 

eye care is often unaffordable and inaccessible. Li-

ons of Wisconsin also have a mission going in Mexico 

annually to various cities to aid the needy for eye-

wear and other medical purposes.

In most developing countries, an eye exam can cost 

as much as a month’s wages and a single eye doctor 

may serve a community of hundreds of thousands 

The glasses collected will be sent to the eyeglass re-

cycle center at Wisconsin Lions Camp at Rosholt, Wis-

consin for preparation. They will be cleaned, catego-

rized by prescription and prepared for distribution by 

Lions and other groups. According to the World 

Health Organization (WHO), the eyesight of approxi-

mately one-fourth of the world's population can be 

improved through the use of corrective lenses or 

glasses.

We are joining with the Portage Lions in this worthy 

endeavor. Please bring your eyeglasses and hearing 

aids to church and deposit them in the marked con-

tainer. Children’s glasses are in high demand.

Summer 

Soccer 

Academy

June 12-14 Middle School Ages 12-14

June 16-18 Elementary School Ages 9-11

June 19-21 Elementary School Ages 9-11

June 23-25 Middle School Ages 12-14

June 26-28 High School Ages 14-17

June 30-July 2 High School Ages 14-17

For more information contact Ryan Middendorf at 

cuwsocceracademy@live.com or go to the camp 

website: www.cuwfalcons.edu/cuwsa

On Tuesday, 63 

quilts were sent to 

Orphan Grain 

Train We received 

$339 for our quilt-

ing fund that will 

be used for batting and backing It is very much 

appreciated. Thank you!

-The Quilting Ladies: Shirley, Lois & Elaine

(Compensation: 10.00/hr)

4-5 hrs. a night. Some 

weekend work may be re-

quired. General cleaning, 

including vacuuming, mopping, cleaning bathrooms, 

etc. Cleaning carpets with an extractor and stripping 

and waxing floors as needed. Must be hardworking, 

able to work independently, and have excellent at-

tendance. Please send resume when responding. 

Hours are Monday through Friday from 6:30 P.M. until 

finished and one or two Saturdays a month.



9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. School Cafeteria

Grades 4k to 5

th

(volunteers 6

th

grade+!)

Less like lessons. More like adventures. Do you 

wish you had known the value of a dollar 

when you were young? What mistakes would 

you have avoided? How would that have 

shaped your values early on? Money and generosity habits 

are established when we’re young. Understanding what the 

Bible says about these issues is crucial for kids.

These last two Bible studies teach kids how to handle money 

God’s ways. Kids think they’re just having fun. But you know 

better! Your kids will learn that everything belongs to God. 

They’ll learn the value of hard work and why serving others is 

so important. They’ll also learn how to save and spend wisely 

and how to be content with what they have. These are foun-

dational lessons all wrapped up in fun!

May 1

st

: 

Spend. God wants you to have a plan for your money.

May 8

th

: 

Contentment. We can be content in every situation 

because God will take care of us. 

Each week, we will have activities, games, stories and a Bi-

ble lesson. We hope you can join us for this new adventure!

WEBS 

Wednesday Evening Bible Stories (for the family!) 

Wednesday, May 11th 

meet @ St. John’s School

4:30 to 8:00 p.m. Everyone is encouraged!

Come join us for the last WEBS! 

There will be dinner, activities, 

games and a Bible story to share. 

On the following Sundays, all children are 

welcome to meet at 10:30 a.m. sharp to 

sing with the band!!

Sunday, May 15, 2016: 

“Every Move I Make”

Sunday School will start in the 

school on these days, but the 

kids will end at church practic-

ing with the band. Lyrics to all 

songs will be handed out at 

Sunday School. 

Final Days for 2015-2016 School Year

May 15th ● May 22nd ● May 29th 

There will be no summer Sunday School.

Enjoy Summer Vacation!

for the 2016-

17 school year. If you are interest-

ed in Youth Ministries, want to 

help, have ideas, or have ques-

tions, feel free to contact Aman-

da Kohn by phone, text, or e-mail 

at 608-697-2649 

Parish Life



Youth Group 

Sundays 11:30 to 1:30p.m.

Grades 6th to 12th in the CDC Basement 

(unless specified differently below)

This next month is going to be a blast! We will be tasting 

a food from New Orleans each week. We will have 

enough to encourage everyone to try it out. (Don’t 

worry, we will have more food available for lunch too.) 

On top of the interesting dishes, we will be playing Ap-

ples to Apples— New Orleans, Balloon Stomp, Who Am 

I, Secret Identity, and so many more interactive games. 

We hope you can join us!

May 8:  A study of Identity, Humility and Community 

with Joseph. Taste of New Orleans - Muf-

fulettas

May 15: A study of Identity, Humility and 

Community with Ruth. Taste of New Orleans 

– Po’boy Sandwiches

May 22: A study of Identity, Humility and 

Community with Mary. Taste of New Orleans – Bread 

Pudding

May 29: A study of Identity, Humility and Community 

with Peter.  Taste of New Orleans – Banana French Toast

Future Youth Group Events:

June 6-10: VBS Volunteering Week

June 10: Lock-In

June (TBA): Noah’s Ark LCMS Day

July 7-10: Lifest in Oshkosh (RSVP ASAP to Amanda)

July 16-20: #NYG, New Orleans 

August (TBA): Second Annual Mini Golf Tournament

SAVE THE DATE!

Vacation Bible School - June 6-10, 2016

Youth Group Fundraisers

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries is sending 11 Youth Group kids to 

New Orleans this summer! Your help is needed to get them there.

St. John’s Youth Group would 

like to offer their services to 

the congregation and com-

munity for spring clean-up, like leaves, windows, 

etc. to help them offset costs of the National 

Youth Gathering! This is an open-ended offer, so 

please contact Joel Leeland at 608-697-5173 or 

the church office at 608-742-2387.

Youth Group kiddos will be 

selling brats at Pierce’s Supermarket in Por-

tage on June 25 starting at 11 a.m.

$3,000 has been raised so far with $12,000 to go. 

The St. John’s Youth Group thanks you for your support!

St. John’s is looking for a part-time 

bookkeeper to work 20-25 hours per week. 

This position is under the direction of the 

Business Manager and is responsible for all 

accounts payable/receivable, payroll, bank reconcilia-

tions and deposits. Desired qualifications include but are 

not limited to: working knowledge of Microsoft Suite pro-

grams (Word, Excel, Publisher, Outlook), ability to type 

45 WPM, understanding of debit/credit accounts, and 

experience with bank reconciliations. Skills in other of-

fice duties are also desired, i.e. ability to use a multi-line 

phone system, copy machine, fax machine, social me-

dia, and digital filing. The ability to maintain confidenti-

ality is imperative. An application and a more detailed 

description can be picked up at the church office. 







St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church

850 Armstrong Street

Portage, Wisconsin 53901

phone (608) 742-2387 • fax 742-7154

www.stjohnsportage.com

Greg Hovland, Senior Pastor

ghovland@stjohnsportage.com

Cassandra Musser, Business Mngr.

cmusser@stjohnsportage.com

Leah Smith, Administrative Assistant

lsmith@stjohnsportage.com

Emily Browning, Accts Pay./Rec.

ebrowning@stjohnsportage.com

St. John’s Lutheran School

A Nationally Accredited School

430 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901

phone (608)742-4222 • fax 745-4889

www.stjohnsportage.com

Doug Jacoby, Principal

djacoby@stjohnsportage.com

Karen Taft, School Coordinator

ktaft@stjohnsportage.com

St. John’s Child 

Development Center

A Five-Star Rated Center

426 West Emmett

Portage, Wisconsin 53901

phone (608)742-9000 • fax 742-0040

www.stjohnsportage.com

Debra Drew, Director

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com

Mary Soch, Assistant Director

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com

Offerings for March 2016

Unified Fund $70,138.39

Debt Fund $632.49

Capital Improvements $2,145.00

Missions $1,399.79

Almoners Fund $1,139.00

Orphanages $100.00

School Tuition Relief $1,912.00

St. John’s Improvement $334.94

Pennies for Preachers/Teachers $6.83

Organ Fund $315.00

Total Contributions $78,123.44

A Breakdown of Our Giving

Financials are available at the Welcome Center 

the 1

st

Sunday after the 1

st

of each month.

march Memorials

Elmer Ernst

School 240

William Laing

Organ Fund $20

Cody Weideman

Undesignated $2,000

Irene Zastrow

Dedicated

Maintenance $200



SWD Missions Weekly Prayer Calendar:

“Confessing Christ for the next generation” – this is 

what we do when we share the truth of the Gospel 

with others, and also when we pray! We invite you to 

partner with us in prayer as we bring these petitions 

to our Heavenly Father.

Week of May 1 – Re-

member our brothers 

and sisters this week 

who live in great need 

of both physical and 

spiritual help in our ur-

ban neighborhoods. Pray that God will enable us to 

support our sister congregations and the work of 

many pastors in these places who provide compas-

sion and hope.

Week of May 8 – Pray not only this week, but every 

week for the mothers of our District, that their patient 

love for their children will nurture the next generation 

to be bold witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Week of May 15 – Let us pray this week for all those 

who attend to the needs of the formerly incarcer-

ated men as part of the District’s Free at Last Ministry

at Mission of Christ Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. 

May their words of encouragement and the mes-

sage of forgiveness and salvation through Jesus 

Christ be taken to heart by those hearing 

them so that they may truly be free at last.

Week of May 22 – Let us pray this week for 

Rev. John Reinke, Rev. Bud Palmer, and 

their deaconesses, who lead the work of 

our Deaf ministry in southern Wisconsin. 

Pray that our Deaf, who often feel isolated 

and alone, may know the joy that comes 

from God’s love for them.

Week of May 29 – As the school year comes to a 

close, please ask our Lord to bless the students, par-

ents and teachers of our District’s LCMS child care 

centers, grade schools, high schools and our univer-

sity, that what they teach and learn will take root 

and become a blessing to many.
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Week of the 

Young Child

Mark your calendar. 

St. John’s will be holding an Outdoor Plant & Garden 

sale on Saturday, May 14th. Last year’s plant sale was 

a huge success. If you are interested in helping or 

have plants to donate, please contact Jan or Don 

Weideman at 742-6776.




