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I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. John 15:1  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN… 

We should be use to this. We live in one of the 

most restless societies that has ever existed. Now 

more than ever people are destined to change majors 

in college at least twice, jobs at least four times during 

their career, and move into a least six different houses 

during their adult lifetime.  

This restlessness is not limited to just  

major events in our life. We live with remote  

control for everything. The television cannot be on for more than five minutes without the rapid  

passing from one channel to next. Children have been nurtured on rapid fire television shows like

Sesame Street which change the topic of what is being covered every 15-30 seconds. Television 

news anchors sit on swivel chairs so that that can change cameras once every twenty seconds. It has 

gotten to the point that we are so restless that down time actually makes us feel guilty because we 

know we are supposed to be doing something. Sometimes we want to stand up and scream, “STOP 

THE WORLD! I WANT TO GET OFF!” 

 I believe Jesus’ words speak to our society even more strongly today then they did when he 

spoke to them two thousand years ago. “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.” (Matt 11: 28-29 ESV) Jesus can walk into the chaos of our life and bring 

order. He knows what is troubling us and what is harassing us. He is standing there with us as we 

face the many and often conflicting decisions that seem to tear up our day. 

 Jesus Christ stands in the middle of our storm and says, 

“PEACE BE STILL.”  Just as He stood up in the middle of the 

stormy sea and calmed the waves, so he can stand in the  

middle of our  tumultuous lives and calm the surroundings. Even 

when everything is falling apart around, we can take refuge in 

Him. He is the ONE and ONLY source of true peace. 

 So, grab onto the Savior and take refuge in Him. We can 

live in the restlessness of this world and still have the peace that 

can only come from Him. 



THANK YOU!  

Angie from River Haven Homeless Shelter 

picked up over 30 pillows with pillowcases! 

St. John’s will also be sending a check over 

$200 after Penny Wars. 

 Super job, Crusaders!  

 

Picture Collage from March 11—15, 2024 
DREAM 



Thank you to all of you who bought 

Butter Braids!  

Thank you for helping us get closer to 

playground shade!  

We hope you enjoy your tasty Braids!  

Thank you to the 36 students who took the time to sell Butter Braids  

to keep our playgrounds up to date, safe, and soon to be shaded!  

St. John’s Lutheran School and CDC sold 429 delicious Butter Braids!  

This raised $2788.50 for the playgrounds!  

In addition to this amazing amount, we received $172.00 in donations!  

Our total money raised this spring comes to $2960.50.  

Super Job, Crusaders!  

Our 2024 Spring Top Sellers are:  

Hazel Hutchinson (CDC) with 31 Butter Braids sold 

Jackson Krebs (CDC) with 30 Butter Braids sold.  

Wyatt Conway (School) with 24 Butter Braids sold.  

 



Yearbooks   

Yearbooks are now on sale! 

Order forms were sent home 

with students. Don't miss out 

on the memories of the  

2023-2024 school year. Get 

your copy for $10. Orders 

must be placed by April 4th.  

PLEASE HELP!  

Silverware are  

disappearing 

from the  

cafeteria. At the  

beginning of the 

school year, we 

had enough silverware for 

more than two days. There 

are days we don’t have 

enough for one day.   

Monetary donations are wel-

comed to replace those disap-

pearing into the great  un-

known. Thank you!  

Check out the new 24-25 school year 

calendar in Sycamore under  

documents and at 

stjohnsportage.com/enrollment! As 

we move further into the school 

year, we wanted to take a moment 

to remind you about the  

importance of regularly checking 

Sycamore for upcoming events 

and important dates. By logging in 

and staying informed, you can  

ensure that you and your child 

don't miss out. If you need any  

assistance accessing the portal or 

have any questions, please don't 

hesitate to reach out to our office 

staff. Thank you for your attention.  

AS  OF MARCH 15TH  

March Top Seller 

4th Grade with 12 Box Tops 

6th grade with 9 Box Tops 

2nd Grade with 6 Box Tops 

1st grade with 5 Box Tops 

7th/8th grade with 4 Box Tops 

 

4th grade just took the 

lead away from 6th grade. 

The competition is fierce. 

Who will be in the lead 

after Spring Break?  

Make sure to scan your  

receipts from your Spring 

Break snacks! The  

competition is still on!  

4th Quarter Chapel Offering 

We will be partnering with the  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML) here at St. John’s 

to donate hygiene kits. The kits will 

be given to Orphan Grain Train to  

distribute in countries in need. We 

will be collecting the following new 

items:  

March 28: bath towel 

April 3: wash cloth 

April 10: bath size bar of soap  

April 17: plastic soap box holder 

April 24: toothbrush & sturdy comb 

May 1: small pack of facial tissues  
 & nail clipper 

All items will be packed up for  

shipping on May 7th . 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness 

to help people all over the world.  



for the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
Your family may qualify for free tuition to attend St. John’s.  

Who is Eligible?  
Incoming Kindergarten, 

All New & Current 1st Graders,  
All New Students to St. John’s, and  

Student’s Already part of the 
Choice Program 

Enroll 

https://sms.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/ 

Use above web address or your smartphone camera to 

scan QR code to enroll & re-enroll your Choice Student . 

St. John’s Lutheran Ministry admits children of any race, color, national and ethnic origins to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities  

generally accorded or made available to children of the Ministry. It does not discriminate based on race, color, national and ethnic origin in  

administration of its educational policies, admission policies, athletic, or other administered programs. 

School Enrollment  

Go to: https://bit.ly/3GU6BYF  or use this QR Code  

with your smart phone camera to register.  

Enter School ID:3226 

Click on Register below the login box  

and follow the instructions to enroll.  

Once completed, a non-refundable $100 Registration Fee is due to the school office per family. If  

registration fee is received on or before 4/18/2024, it will be deducted from your family tuition.  If unable 

to make the registration fee before the above date contact Mr. Krupski.  

Lutheran Schools Night, Saturday, April 27 

Join us for a night of family fun as the Milwaukee Brewers take on the New 
York Yankees, 6:10 PM.  

You can select seats from the Lodge Outfield Box (where our group has been 
in past years) or from an outfield box, an infield box or the terrace infield seats. 
Tickets range from $15-$59. You can also purchase a parking pass in advance. 
For groups of 10+, please contact Teddy Sibilski, Milwaukee Brewers. If you 
are ordering tickets for a group, you can forward tickets via text or email to  
Individuals Ballpark App. 

 

Purchase your tickets online at https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutheranschools24 or 
scan the QR code by April 12. Questions? Contact Robin, SWD, mueller@swd.lcms.org. 
Go Brewers! 

https://sms.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/
https://sycamore.school/family/admissions/register?school_id=3226
https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutheranschools24
mailto:mueller@swd.lcms.org


Contact us: (608) 742-9000 

Church: 

Option 4 

Office Hours  

M-Th 8:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.  

churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  

Senior Pastor 

ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Child Development Center: 

Option 2 

Office Hours  

M-F 7:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Debra Drew,  

Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 

School: 

Option 3 

Office Hours  

M-Th 7:30 a.m.—3:15 p.m.  

schooloffice@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Jim Krupski,  

Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 


