
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN… 

 We live in a world that spends a great amount of time talking about 

identity. As one reads or listens to the news the word identity shows up in 

many ways. We hear about social identities, political identities, and  

personal identities. When I hear students or their parents speak of their 

lives, I hear them talk how the things that are important in their lives such 

as sports, dance, gymnastics, or other groups with which they are involved. 

Students or even adults who play video games have fake identities that 

help them in the fantasy world they are experiencing. Other people find 

identity in the wealth they have accumulated or the social status they have 

achieved. 

 The problem with all of these different identities is that they are 

based on something temporal. All it takes is something to happen in a person’s life such as being cut from a 

team, a layoff, or a financial issue that arises and the identity collapses upon itself. Over the past 4 years, we 

have watched as things going on around us have challenged our self-made identities or even destroyed 

them. This has led to a great increase in the amount of depression and even suicide in our communities. 

What was once important is now gone. Sometimes when this happen, we lose a sense of value because that 

was tied to our identity as well. 

 As a Christian we do not have to rely on those types of identities. Our identity and value do not come 
from ourselves. It comes from the perfect sacrifice that Christ made on the cross for our sins. When man 
sinned, God could have easily destroyed the rebellious people and started over, but instead He loved us so 
much that He sent His Son into the world to be our Savior. This established a God made connection to us 
through His sacrifice. This is the reason that our theme for this month is: Connected to Christ through His 
sacrifice. It is based on Galatians 2:20- “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” When we are going through tough periods in our lives, (and there will be) we know that our 
value never diminishes. God’s love for us never changes and never falters. The writer to the Hebrews says 
this clearly, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever” (13:8). If Christ is the same, His love for 
us is the same, our purpose is the same, our identity is the same as it always is. Each school day we are 
begin our day with the following: 
      I am loved by God 
      I am a child of God  
             As a child of God 

  I forgive 
  I respect  
  I do my best 
  I learn from my mistakes. 
  
This is our certain and forever lasting identity. 
 Even when we fail at these know that God’s love never fails us. We 
can be confident of this, and we can live in the confidence knowing as a child 
of God I no longer live for myself, but Christ lives within me. That is an  
absolute and solid identity. 
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I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. John 15:1  



for the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
Your family may qualify for free tuition to attend St. John’s.  

Who is Eligible?  
Incoming Kindergarten, 

All New & Current 1st Graders,  
All New Students to St. John’s, and  

Student’s Already part of the 
Choice Program 

Enroll 

https://sms.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/ 

Use above web address or your smartphone camera to 

scan QR code to enroll & re-enroll your Choice Student . 

St. John’s Lutheran Ministry admits children of any race, color, national and ethnic origins to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities  

generally accorded or made available to children of the Ministry. It does not discriminate based on race, color, national and ethnic origin in  

administration of its educational policies, admission policies, athletic, or other administered programs. 

School Enrollment  

Go to: https://bit.ly/3GU6BYF  or use this QR Code  

with your smart phone camera to register.  

Enter School ID:3226 

Click on Register below the login box  

and follow the instructions to enroll.  

Once completed, a non-refundable $100 Registration Fee is due to the school office per family. If  

registration fee is received on or before 4/18/2024, it will be deducted from your family tuition.  If unable 

to make the registration fee before the above date contact Mr. Krupski.  

Lutheran Schools Night, Saturday, April 27 

Join us for a night of family fun as the Milwaukee Brewers take on the New 
York Yankees, 6:10 PM.  

You can select seats from the Lodge Outfield Box (where our group has been 
in past years) or from an outfield box, an infield box or the terrace infield seats. 
Tickets range from $15-$59. You can also purchase a parking pass in advance. 
For groups of 10+, please contact Teddy Sibilski, Milwaukee Brewers. If you 
are ordering tickets for a group, you can forward tickets via text or email to  
Individuals Ballpark App. 

 

Purchase your tickets online at https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutheranschools24 or 
scan the QR code by April 12. Questions? Contact Robin, SWD, mueller@swd.lcms.org. 
Go Brewers! 

https://sms.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/
https://sycamore.school/family/admissions/register?school_id=3226
https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutheranschools24
mailto:mueller@swd.lcms.org


Check out the new school year calendar! As we move further into the school year, we wanted to take a 

moment to remind you about the importance of regularly checking Sycamore for upcoming events and 

important dates. By logging in and staying informed, you can ensure that you and your child don't miss 

out. If you need any assistance accessing the portal or have any questions, please don't hesitate to 

reach out to our office staff. Thank you for your attention.  





Pick up more cards to sell! Keep  

Selling, Crusaders! Way to Go!  

Go, Crusaders!  

We are 6 weeks into 

our 3rd qtr. chapel  

offering for the River 

Haven Homeless  

Shelter. We have  

collected $196,  

collected 29 pillows, 

and 12 packages of  

pillow cases!  

We are doing a great 

job! Help us get to 100 

pillows by bringing 

pillows to school any 

day or monetary  

donations. 

Thank you!  

Every class competed in the BOX TOPS Competition! SWEET! 

LAST CALL! 
LAST WEEKEND for  

our Butter Braid Sale!   

It ends on 3/4/2024. 

Turn money & order sheets into school 

office on Monday. 

Delivery on 3/28/2024 @ 3 p.m.  
Pick up at school main entrance  

PRIZES FOR TOP SELLERS  

PLEASE HELP!  
Silverware are  

disappearing from the 

cafeteria. At the  

beginning of the school 

year, we had enough silverware for 

more than two days. There are 

days we don’t have enough for one 

day. Monetary donations are 

welcomed to replace those   

disappearing into the great  

unknown. Thank you!  



MONDAY 
Dream Vacation (dress up as your dream vacation) 

Special Lunch: Mini Cinnies, Sausage, Grapes, Baby Carrots, and Milk.  

Chapel Buddies Get Together 

TUESDAY 
Dream Team (dress up as your favorite team) 

Special Lunch: Grilled Cheese, Tomato Soup, Carrots, Strawberries, and Milk. 

American Heart Association—Heart Activity Stations in the Gym 

WEDNESDAY 
Dream Your Best (dress up in your best) 

Special Lunch: Pepperoni Pizza, Corn, Fruit Slushie, and Milk. 

Lenten Service @ 10 a.m. & Rock Paper Scissors Competition.  

THURSDAY 
Dream The Three Trees (dress in play shirts/upper grades school apparel or colors) 

Special Lunch: Salisbury Steak, Salad Bar, Strawberries, Pears, and Milk. 

School Play 1pm & 6:30 pm 

FRIDAY 

Dream Movie (dress up as your favorite movie character) 

Special Lunch: Popcorn Chicken Bowl, Cucumbers, Mandarin Oranges,  

Strawberry Shortcake, and Milk.  

Portage Movie Theatre for Kung Fu Panda 4  

March 11—15, 2024 

DREAM 



March 11 to 

the 15th!  





 
To the parents of our church: 
 
Children are a gift, not a distraction. The sound of children in the 
church is the sound of Jesus keeping his promises; it is the 
sound of His church that lives on and never dies. Please bring 
your children and we will welcome you with a smile of  
encouragement when you do. 

St. John's Lutheran Church invites you to join us in worship  
at any of the following times: 

Saturdays 5:30 p.m. — Abbreviated service 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. — Communion at the rail 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. — With Praise Band 



Contact us: (608) 742-9000 

Church: 

Option 4 

Office Hours  

M-Th 8:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.  

churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  

Senior Pastor 

ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

Child Development Center: 

Option 2 

Office Hours  

M-F 7:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Debra Drew,  

Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 

School: 

Option 3 

Office Hours  

M-Th 7:30 a.m.—3:15 p.m.  

schooloffice@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Jim Krupski,  

Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 


