
Worship Times 
Saturdays: 
5:30 p.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
 

Sundays: 
8:00 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
9:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Praise Band, Sanctuary  
10:30 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 

February 2023 

Weekly Christian Education and Bible Studies 
 

Sundays: 
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
11:30 a.m. Late Sunday Morning Bible Study, 
  All Purpose Room 
Tuesdays: 
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Class, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study,  
  Christian Life Center 
Wednesdays:  
10:00 a.m. Chapel, Sanctuary 
4:30 p.m. *Jr. Youth Group, School Gym 
6:30 p.m. *Sr. Youth Group, School Gym 
Thursdays: 
8:00 a.m. Esther Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
10:00 a.m. Rachel Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
5:30 p.m. *Thirsty Souls Bible Study,  
  Christian Life Center 
Fridays: 
5:30 p.m. Friday Ladies Bible Study, 
  W6808 Elk Rd. Westfield, WI 
 

*Jr. and Sr. Youth Groups will be hosing a Valentine’s Day 
baby sitting fundraiser on Wednesday, February 15 from  
4:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 

*Thirsty Souls Bible Study begins Thursday, February 23. 

Weekly Events 
Mondays: 
9:00 a.m.   Strong Bodies, Narthex 
Wednesdays:  
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline 
  churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir, Balcony 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Instruction,  
  Christian Life Center and All Purpose Room 
6:30 p.m. *Adult Choir, Balcony 
Thursdays: 
9:00 a.m. Strong Bodies, Narthex 
6:00 p.m. *Every One His Witness, Christian Life Center 
 

Fridays:  Church Office Closed 
 

*Adult Choir will practice at 7:15 p.m. on Wednesday, February 22. 
*Every One His Witness last class is Thursday, February 16. 

Calendar events are subject to change. For the most up-to-date calendar information, please visit our website,  
http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar. To schedule your group activity, please contact the church office at 608-742-9000 opt. 4 or email 
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 
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The overall theme for the midweek services of Lent in 2023 

is “His Final Steps.” We will ponder the significance of the 

people and places on Jesus’ resolute final steps to the cross. 
 

Ash Wednesday is the first step of our lenten journey on Feb-

ruary 22. We will have services at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

each week. Midweek meals are being planned for Wednes-

day evenings at 5:30 p.m. Please watch the bulletin for more 

details. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 22 

His Final Steps Led to a Tomb 
 

Midweek 2, March 1 

His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration 
 

Midweek 3, March 8 

His Final Steps Led to His Father’s House 
 

Midweek 4, March 15 

His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree 
 

Midweek 5, March 22 

His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks 
 

Midweek 6, March 29 

His Final Steps Led to His Enemies 
 

The Imposition of Ashes upon the forehead will occur before 

services on Ash Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., 

and 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Communion will be offered on 

Ash Wednesday at both services. 
 

A Service of Ashes, Absolution, and Communion will be 

offered at 7:00 a.m. on Ash Wednesday. Expect the service 

to last less than 30 minutes. 
 

Lent is a season of prayer, repentance, and renewal. The  

Litany, pages 288 and 289 in Lutheran Service Book, will be 

prayed at noon on Wednesdays in the sanctuary. You are 

welcome to join us for these printed prayers and other  

requested prayers. This weekly prayer service will last 

around 15 minutes. Maybe bring your lunch, invite others, 

and visit in the Christian Life Center before or after. 

Lent 2023 

We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the church 

of our time, talents and treasure. This alliterative trinity helps 

us see that giving is not just about money, but about our 

whole lives. As we confess in the Small Catechism’s  

explanation of the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed, God 

gives us everything we have and enjoy. First we confess that 

God gives us “our body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our 

members, our reason and all our senses” (SC II). Then we 

confess that He gives us material things. The time, talents, 

and treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we are 

to give something of all three of these things toward the  

mission of the church in thanksgiving for what God has  

provided. For everything we have, and indeed, everything we 

are, comes from God’s fatherly, divine goodness and mercy.  

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we  

replace one little word with another little word — when we 

replace the word and with the word or. It is always written 

with the and, but when we read it, we read it with the or. 

Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolls that everything 

that we have and are is a gift from God, to be given back in 

service of His church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and 

choose from when we serve God. The giving of our time, 

talents and treasure turns into the giving of our time, talents 

or treasure.  
 

Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents 

instead of our treasure? Or perhaps it is the other way round: 

Can we give of our treasure and not of our time and talents? 

But these are the wrong questions. The right question is, can 

we give of our time and talents in addition to our treasure? 

Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all three. The things that 

God gives us are not to be pitted against one another. Rather, 

they are given to us, and we are to press them all into God’s 

service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.  

 

 

 

 

Don’t Replace 
“And” with “Or” 
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship  
Newsletter Article — February 2023  

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a 

generous, first-fruits proportion of our income. We give of 

our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. 

We give of our talents in the same manner. Since God gave 

us all these things, we are called to give generously of all 

these things in faith toward Him and in fervent love to our 

neighbors.  
 

For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His  

fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives us each time, 

talents AND treasure as a means to bless those around us. We 

serve our neighbors with these things, blessing them with the 

blessings with which God has blessed us. We give of our 

time, talents and treasure to our families, our society, our 

church and our local congregations. And we do this because 

we know that we are not our own. Rather, we belong to God. 

We have been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood 

and innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 

gave everything — His time, His talents and His treasure — 

to have us as His own and to live under Him in His kingdom 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and 

blessedness. We have these things as gifts and blessings from 

God. Let us then press them all into service for the sake of 

His love — time, talents and treasure together.  

Many non-Lutherans wonder why their Lutheran friends or 

family members wear ashes on their forehead at the 

beginning of Lent. Are they showing off? Are they trying to 

stand out? Is it some weird secret church ritual? What does it 

mean? Should I get them too? 
 

There are three reasons why Lutherans go to church to 

receive ashes on Ash Wednesday. First, the ashes remind 

people of their sinfulness. Second, the ashes remind people of 

their mortality. Third, the ashes remind people that they have 

been redeemed. Let’s unpack this a bit. 
 

Since ancient times, God’s people have used ashes as a sign 

of humble repentance (e.g. Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6;  

Daniel 9:3: Matthew 11:21; Luke 10:13). This tradition was 

carried on by the early church and remains an important 

tradition today. When one willingly goes up to a pastor and 

receives ashes on his/her forehead, they are admitting that 

they are sinners in desperate need of salvation. They are 

admitting that they have sinned not only against their 

neighbors, but against God Himself. The ashes demonstrate 

that without God, all people are spiritually dead. The ashes 

remind the wearer of their need to repent and confess in order 

to be turned back to God. The ashes demonstrate our 

pleading that the Lord would purify us. The ashes serve as a 

tangible and visible sign of our failure to love God as much 

as He loves us. 
 

The receiving of ashes on Ash Wednesday also reminds 

people of their mortality, which is the direct result of God’s 

condemnation of our sin. God said to Adam, “You are dust 

and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Ashes serve as a 

solemn reminder that the price of sin is death. Man cannot 

escape death. Often, people today feel as if they are 

invincible. It’s easy to feel like we’re at the top of the world, 

capable of doing anything that we desire. We keep ourselves 

busy doing “good” things, but fail to recognize that in reality 

we are dead men walking. People don’t like to think about 

death. Our culture has seemingly sterilized death. We make 

every attempt to avoid death. Death is uncomfortable. And, 

that’s why ashes are so important. They are the physical 

reminder that God created man from the dust of the earth and 

one day all men will return to the dust of the earth. Ashes to 

ashes and dust to dust. The ashes force us to remember that 

we are merely mortal and that God alone is sovereign and 

reigns for all eternity. 
 

Ashes also tell us the good news of the Gospel! You see, 

ashes aren’t just smeared randomly or haphazardly across 

people’s foreheads. The ashes are given in the shape of the 

cross. In receiving the ashes, we remember that our Lord 

Jesus took on the fullness of our humanity. He who was 

sinless became our sin. Jesus the Christ was crucified on a 

cross. He was crucified for you.  

Why Ashes 
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The Eighth Commandment (Part 2) 
 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
 

God therefore would have it prohibited, that any one speak 

evil of another even though he be guilty, and the latter know 

it right well; much less if he do not know it, and have it only 

from hearsay. But you say: Shall I not say it if it be the truth? 

Answer: Why do you not make accusation to regular judges? 

Ah, I cannot prove it publicly, and hence I might be silenced 

and turned away in a harsh manner [incur the penalty of a 

false accusation]. “Ah, indeed, do you smell the roast?” If 

you do not trust yourself to stand before the proper 

authorities and to make answer, then hold your tongue. But if 

you know it, know it for yourself and not for another. For if 

you tell it to others, although it be true, you will appear as a 

liar, because you cannot prove it, and you are, besides, acting 

like a knave. For we ought never to deprive any one of his 

honor or good name unless it be first taken away from him 

publicly. 
 

False witness, then, is everything which cannot be properly 

proved. Therefore, what is not manifest upon sufficient 

evidence no one shall make public or declare for truth; and, 

in short, whatever is secret should be allowed to remain 

secret, or, at any rate, should be secretly reproved, as we 

shall hear. Therefore, if you encounter an idle tongue which 

betrays and slanders someone, contradict such a one 

promptly to his face, that he may blush; thus many a one will 

hold his tongue who else would bring some poor man into 

bad repute, from which he would not easily extricate himself. 

For honor and a good name are easily taken away, but not 

easily restored. 
 

Thus you see that it is summarily forbidden to speak any evil 

of our neighbor, however, the civil government, preachers, 

father and mother excepted, on the understanding that this 

commandment does not allow evil to go unpunished. Now, as 

according to the Fifth Commandment no one is to be injured 

in body, and yet Master Hannes [the executioner] is 

excepted, who by virtue of his office does his neighbor no 

good, but only evil and harm, and nevertheless does not sin 

against God’s commandment, because God has on His own 

account instituted that office; for He has reserved punishment 

for His own good pleasure, as He threatens in the First 

commandment,—just so also, although no one has a right in 

his own person to judge and condemn anybody, yet if they to 

whose office it belongs fail to do it, they sin as well as he 

who would do so of his own accord, without such office. For 

here necessity requires one to speak of the evil, to prefer 

charges, to investigate and testify; and it is not different from 

the case of a physician who is sometimes compelled to 

examine and handle the patient whom he is to cure in secret 

parts. Just so governments, father and mother, brothers and 

sisters, and other good friends, are under obligation to each 

other to reprove evil wherever it is needful and profitable. 

Luther’s Large  
Catechism 
In this edition of the Cornerstone, we continue to publish portions 
of Luther’s Large Catechism for your continued growth in God’s 
Word. The text for this series is taken from the Triglotta, a public 
domain version of The Book of Concord. For a more up-to-date 
reading, consider purchasing Concordia: The Lutheran  
Confessions at cph.org.  

Then Jesus conquered death itself through His resurrection. 

He was resurrected for you. In doing so, He has taken the 

ashes of our past and created in us new life, allowing us to 

live forever in the holy presence of God! He has redeemed 

His children, making us clean and new. Through the cross of 

Christ, the power of death has been destroyed. Through the 

cross there is life. The cross-shaped ashes on our foreheads 

proclaim the good news that sin and death have been  

conquered through the cross of Christ. 
 

In many Lutheran Ash Wednesday services, the Lord’s  

Supper immediately follows the receiving of ashes. We, who 

were once dead in our sins, we who deserve to die, come to 

the Lord’s Table literally wearing the cross of Christ. Here, 

at the Lord’s table, those who have humbled themselves  

before the Lord, who have admitted their sin, who know they 

deserve death, are instead given the new life that is only 

found through the body and blood of our loving Lord Jesus. 

Here, at the Lord’s table, those marked with the cross of 

Christ are raised up, strengthened through God’s mercy, love, 

and grace, and sent forth into the world to proclaim the good 

news! 
 

Let the Lord use the ashes of your past to create in you a 

clean heart and new life in Him. 

 

 

-Reprinted with permission. 



But the true way in this matter would be to observe the order 

according to the Gospel, Matt. 18, 15, where Christ says: If 

thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his 

fault between thee and him alone. Here you have a precious 

and excellent teaching for governing well the tongue, which 

is to be carefully observed against this detestable misuse. Let 

this, then, be your rule, that you do not too readily spread evil 

concerning your neighbor and slander him to others, but  

admonish him privately that he may amend [his life].  

Likewise, also, if some one report to you what this or that 

one has done, teach him, too, to go and admonish him  

personally, if he have seen it himself; but if not, that he hold 

his tongue. 
 

The same you can learn also from the daily government of 

the household. For when the master of the house sees that the 

servant does not do what he ought, he admonishes him  

personally. But if he were so foolish as to let the servant sit at 

home, and went on the streets to complain of him to his 

neighbors, he would no doubt be told: “You fool, what does 

that concern us? Why do you not tell it to him?” Behold, that 

would be acting quite brotherly, so that the evil would be 

stayed, and your neighbor would retain his honor. As Christ 

also says in the same place: If he hear thee, thou hast gained 

thy brother. Then you have done a great and excellent work; 

for do you think it is a little matter to gain a brother? Let all 

monks and holy orders step forth, with all their works melted 

together into one mass, and see if they can boast that they 

have gained a brother. 
 

Further, Christ teaches: But if he will not hear thee, then take 

with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 

witnesses every word may be established. So he whom it  

concerns is always to be treated with personally, and not to 

be spoken of without his knowledge. But if that do not avail, 

then bring it publicly before the community, whether before 

the civil or the ecclesiastical tribunal. For then you do not 

stand alone, but you have those witnesses with you by whom 

you can convict the guilty one, relying on whom the judge 

can pronounce sentence and punish. This is the right and  

regular course for checking and reforming a wicked person. 

But if we gossip about another in all corners, and stir the 

filth, no one will be reformed, and afterwards when we are to 

stand up and bear witness, we deny having said so. Therefore 

it would serve such tongues right if their itch for slander were 

severely punished, as a warning to others. If you were acting 

for your neighbor’s reformation or from love of the truth, you 

would not sneak about secretly nor shun the day and the 

light. 
 

All this has been said regarding secret sins. But where the sin 

is quite public so that the judge and everybody know it, you 

can without any sin avoid him and let him go, because he has 

brought himself into disgrace, and you may also publicly  

testify concerning him. For when a matter is public in the 

light of day, there can be no slandering or false judging or 

testifying; as, when we now reprove the Pope with his  

doctrine, which is publicly set forth in books and proclaimed 

in all the world. For where the sin is public, the reproof also 

must be public, that every one may learn to guard against it. 
 

Thus we have now the sum and general understanding of this 

commandment, to wit, that no one do any injury with the 

tongue to his neighbor, whether friend or foe, nor speak evil 

of him, no matter whether it be true or false, unless it be done 

by commandment or for his reformation, but that every one 

employ his tongue and make it serve for the best of every one 

else, to cover up his neighbor’s sins and infirmities, excuse 

them, palliate and garnish them with his own reputation. The 

chief reason for this should be the one which Christ alleges in 

the Gospel, in which He comprehends all commandments 

respecting our neighbor, Matt. 7, 12: Whatsoever ye would 

that men should do to you, do ye even so to them. 
 

Even nature teaches the same thing in our own bodies, as  

St. Paul says, 1 Cor. 12, 22: Much more, those members of 

the body which seem to be more feeble are necessary; and 

those members of the body which we think to be less  

honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and 

our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. No one 

covers his face, eyes, nose, and mouth, for they, being in 

themselves the most honorable members which we have, do 

not require it. But the most infirm members, of which we are 

ashamed, we cover with all diligence; hands, eyes, and the 

whole body must help to cover and conceal them. Thus also 

among ourselves should we adorn whatever blemishes and 

infirmities we find in our neighbor, and serve and help him to 

promote his honor to the best of our ability, and, on the other 

hand, prevent whatever may be discreditable to him. And it is 

especially an excellent and noble virtue for one always to 

explain advantageously and put the best construction upon all 

he may hear of his neighbor (if it be not notoriously evil), or 

at any rate to condone it over and against the poisonous 

tongues that are busy wherever they can pry out and discover 

something to blame in a neighbor, and that explain and per-

vert it in the worst way; as is done now especially with the 

precious Word of God and its preachers. 
 

There are comprehended therefore in this commandment 

quite a multitude of good works which please God most 

highly, and bring abundant good and blessing, if only the 

blind world and the false saints would recognize them. For 

there is nothing on or in entire man which can do both greater 

and more extensive good or harm in spiritual and in temporal 

matters than the tongue, though it is the least and feeblest 

member. 
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Love one another with genuine affection, and take delight in Honoring one another. 
Romans 12:10 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

February 2 
 Steven & Teri Dehn 
 
February 7 
 Boyd & Holly Wolfgram 
 
February 8 
 Jody & Beverly Hornat 
 
February 14 
 Ernest & Karen Morgan 
 Steven & Deb Rohrbeck 
 

February 21 
 Don & Terri Soppe 
 
February 22 
 James & Deanna Isakson 
 
February 23 
 Ronald & Connie Eddy 

1  Michelle Nummerdor 
 Darwin Simonson 
 
2 Gavin Thompson 
 
3 Calvin Behnke 
 
4 Roger Baerwolf 
 Pamela Klappstein 
 Jackson Moll 
 
5 Gretchen Halvorsen 
 Roy Halvorsen 
 Logan Mael 
 Joshua Raimer 
 
6 Arabelle Gitzlaff 
 Ashley Hartwig 
 Emmit Simonson 
 Troy Witt 
 
7 Willow Conway 
 Joel Leeland 
 Peter Welsh 
 Kristine Winkelmann 
 
8 Abigail Edwards 
 Roger Hemler 
 Brayden Jones 
 
9 Cole Huston 
 Lilly Mommens 
 Justin Stanford 
 

10 Sue Hamel 
 Sandra Tills 
 
11 Marilyn Baars 
 Nicollete Haddix 
 Jennifer Hinrichsen 
 Elaine Hull 
 Dominick Vogel 
 Zoey Zimmerman 
 
12 Kaylee Dickman 
 Keith Licht 
 Diane Simmermon 
 
13 Winston Daniels 
 Katie Heiman 
 Deborah Rohrbeck 
 
14 Brittany Yaddof 
 
15 Amanda Cornelissen 
 David Gussel 
 Victor Kreuziger 
 
16 Joan Bailey 
 Lynn Lauth 
 
 
17 JoAnn Watkins 
 Walker Wheeler 
 
18 Dale DeLude 
 Jayne Hurd 
 Nancy Johnson 

19 Phoebe Cole 
 Beverly Hall 
 Grace Rabl 
 Robert Wilcox 
 Jeanne Young 
 
20 Roy Erdmann 
 Donald Kohrt 
 Henry Mootz 
  
21 David Sutfin 
 
22 Jacob Witt 
 
23 Phyllis Zimmerman 
 
24 Mark Behnke 
 Carter Edwards 
 Michael Kinzler 
 
25 Dorothy Rice 
 Judith VanWormer 
 
26 Thaddeus Tomaszewski 
 
27 Michelle Erdmann 
 Tanner Kerr 
 
28 Scott Jones 
 Chase Miller 
 
29 Jeff Carrington 
 Marian Ernst 
 



Some people think you’re serving God and doing His will if 

you go to church, become an elder, or give up all your earthly 

vices for Lent. While it’s true that any of these things can 

serve God and be His will, they do not make us “Super 

Christians.” 
 

In Martin Luther’s day, people who did these kinds of  

religious things were seen as more holy, more Christian, and 

more likely to get to heaven. Luther criticized this idea of 

being a “Super Christian” because it gets things backward. It 

says that if you do the right things, God will reward you with 

salvation and even some earthly perks. But if you read  

Scripture thoroughly, you’ll notice that God gives us  

salvation through faith first. THEN we respond. 
 

• Because we are God’s baptized children, we go to church 

to receive His blessings, praise Him, and encourage our 

church family. 

• Because we have been bought by the blood of Christ, we 

follow Him as disciples when we go to Bible study and 

get involved in church groups. 

• Because we receive God’s love every day, we live our 

lives as believers who seek to serve God by serving  

others. 
 

When we live our lives through serving others (thus serving 

God), we are what Luther calls “the masks of God.” You 

may also hear this concept expressed as vocations. Vocations 

are any roles we have where we help others. The role is the 

“mask” God wears. It’s how He helps people through our 

actions.  

What does this look like? 

• A teacher helps a child understand multiplication. 

• A grandparent reads to a child. 

• A truck driver transports cargo. 

• A parent changes a dirty diaper. 

• A waitress delivers food. 

• And so on. 
 

We may go about our daily lives wondering what God’s will 

is and thinking that we aren’t Christian enough unless we’re 

quoting Bible verses all day long. But Scripture says, 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them” (Ephesians 1:10). 
 

God has put the good works for which we have been created 

all around us. Just look next time you go run an errand. Did 

you get the opportunity to smile at someone? Did you have 

the chance to tell a harried parent of little ones she’s doing a 

good job? Did you offer to put someone’s shopping cart back 

for them? Did you run the errand to fulfill your role as 

spouse, parent, or employee? 
 

God works in hidden ways that are often not obvious. He 

uses his “masks” to carry out so many good deeds that we 

may be tempted to think it’s all about the good, hard-working 

people we encounter. But we know who is behind it all. God! 
 

“God could easily give you grain and fruit with-

out your plowing and planting. But He does not 

want to do so.... What else is all our work to 

God—whether in the fields, in the garden, in the 

city, in the house, in war, or in government—but 

just such a child’s performance, by which He 

wants to give His gifts in the fields, at home, and 

everywhere else? These are the masks of God, 

behind which He wants to remain concealed and 

do all things.” 
 

Martin Luther (Luther’s Works, Volume 14) 
 

 

Super Christian 
by Stephenie Hovland, Deaconess Intern 

Want to read more about vocation and God’s masks? 

Consider this book: God at Work: Your Christian  

Vocation in All of Life by Gene Edward Veith, Jr. 
 

“Most people seek God in mystical experiences,  

spectacular miracles, and extraordinary acts they have 

to do. To find Him in vocation brings Him, literally, 

down to earth, makes us see how close He really is to 

us, and transfigures everyday life.”  

Gene Edward Veith, Jr. 



2023 SCHOOL  
OPEN HOUSE 
 
Thursday, February 2  
3:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
St. John’s Lutheran School, Portage 
Emmett Street Entrance—Door D 
 

For more information: Call 608-742-9000  
option 3 or go to stjohnsportage.com/school. 
 

Parents with current & prospective  
students are invited to our Open House.  
St. John’s Lutheran School exists to prepare children 
for a life of faith and service to Jesus Christ by  
supporting families in the academic, social, and  
emotional development of their children.  
 

AT OUR OPEN HOUSE: 

• Come & Tour St. John’s Lutheran School 

• Eat & Drink 

• Meet the Teachers 

• Ask Questions 

• Enroll Your Student 

• Apply for Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
 

2023–2024 School Year Enrollment 
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ST. JOHN’S  FACT #1:  
St. John’s meets the goals 

of Common Core  
Curriculum in a fait-based 

school. In addition to 
providing art, music,  
cursive handwriting,  

technology, choir, band, & 
field trips for all grades,  

K-8th, there are  
athletics, clubs, and family  

gatherings. Plus, no  
classroom exceeds  

20 students. 

ST. JOHN’S FACT #2:  
For those students who live within the Portage 

Community School District, bus transportation is 
available through the Riteway bus company.  

We also have morning & afternoon care. 

ST. JOHN’S FACT #3:  
St. John’s participates in Raise Right formerly known as SCRIP. It is an easy way  
for your family to raise funds for tuition. St. John’s School has a family who raised 

over $1100 for their tuition. 



ST. JOHN’S FACT #4: Did you know it is less than $113 
per week for a student to attend St. John’s, even if you are not 
a member of St. John’s  
Lutheran Ministry? If you 
paid child care, it costs from 
$180 to $240 per week  
depending on your child’s 
age.  

ST. JOHN’S FACT #5:  
St. John’s Lutheran Ministry 

provides tuition assistance to those 
families needing help.  

 

ST. JOHN’S FACT #6:  
St. John’s participates in the Wisconsin Private School Choice program.  

Your family may qualify for FREE tuition to attend.  
Choice enrollment is 2/1–4/15. 

Enrollment begins February 1 and ends April 15. 

Information : 

https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education
-options/choice-programs 

Use  your 
smartphone 
camera to access 
web page for  
information . 

Enroll: 

https://sms.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/ 

Use  your 
smartphone 
camera to access 
web page to enroll 
& re-enroll If  
already a  
Choice Student 



St. John’s Ministries Monthly and Special Event Calendar 

February—10 February 

W 01 Lent Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 The Weekly Lenten Litany 
 12:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Lenten Dinner hosted by St. John’s CDC 
 5:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Th 02 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
 

M 06 Church office closed  
 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. 
 

Tu 07 Lutherans For Life 
 5:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

W 08 Lent Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 The Weekly Lenten Litany 
 12:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary   

F 10 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
 

Su 12 Blood Pressure Screening  
 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Church Nursery 
 

M 13 No School — Spring Break 
 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 Altar Guild 
 1:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 14 No School — Spring Break 
 Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

W 15 No School — Spring Break 
 Lent Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 The Weekly Lenten Litany 
 12:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 

Th 16 No School — Spring Break 
 Columbia County Healthcare Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Columbia County Healthcare 
 

F 17 No School — Spring Break 
 

Tu 21 Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) 
 6:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

W 22 Lent Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 The Weekly Lenten Litany 
 12:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 

Sa 25 Chili Madness 
 6:30 p.m., School Gym 
 

M 27 Board of Finance 
 4:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 28 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Narthex 
 

W 29 Lent Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 The Weekly Lenten Litany 
 12:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Lenten Dinner hosted by the Adult Choir 
 5:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 

March (proposed) 

Th 02 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
 School Open House 
 3:00–6:00 p.m., School 
  

M 06 Church office closed  
 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. 
 

Tu 07 Board of Parish life 
 6:00 p.m., School Cafeteria Classroom 
 Parent Teacher League 
 6:30 p.m., School Cafeteria 
 

Th 09 Columbia County Health Care Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Columbia County Health Care 
 

F 10 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our  website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
 

Su 12 Blood Pressure Screening  
 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Church Nursery 
 

M 13 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 

W 15 Jr. and Sr. Youth Groups Babysitting Fundraiser 
 4:30 p.m. — 8:30 pm., School Gym & Cafeteria 
 

Th 16 Young Adult Outreach 
 6:00 p.m., Church All Purpose Room 
 

M 20 No School 
  

T 21 Board for Christian Education, 
 6:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

W 22 Service of Ashes, Absolution, and Communion 
 7:00 a.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Imposition of Ashes 
 9:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., Church Narthex 
 Ash Wednesday Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 The Weekly Lenten Litany 
 12:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Lenten Dinner hosted by Jr. and Sr. Youth Groups 
 5:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
  

M 27 Board of Finance 
 4:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
  

Tu 27 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Narthex 
 
 
 
 

February Altar Guild Schedule 
 

Carol Hamele, 617-3855 \  
                        742-4669  
 

Nancy Zuhlke, 617-3822 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Elder Schedule 
 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  
Pete Smith, 697-3807  
Mark Witt, 697-0224 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
Ken Chvojicek, 697-2102 
Ron Mueller, 369-1845 
 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Bob Fairfield,369-0235 
Gene Thompson, 697-4786 
 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th | 8:00a–3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: 
M—F | 7:00a–3:15p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours:  
M—F | 7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with  
you. Feel free to contact us wherever 

you are, with whatever you may  
be going through.  

 

We CARE and are here for you: 
 

Bob Fairfield 296-4012, Chairman 
 

Roger Baerwolf 617-6088 
Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Bill Hageman 279-0272 

David Hall 493-2125 
Ron Mueller 369-1845 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Mark Witt  697-0224 

Undesignated 
$921.00 

In memory of  
Russell Miller 
In memory of 

Ron Hull 
In memory of  
Merlyn Mohr 

 

Adult Choir 
$145.00 

In memory of  
Russell Miller 
In memory of  

Audrey Roisum 
 

CDC 
$200.00 

In memory if  
Ron Hull 

School Aid 
$400.00 

In memory of  
Ron Hull 

In honor of  
Abigail Rohrbeck  

Madison Rohrbeck 
 

Handbell Choir 
$65.00 

In memory of  
Audrey Roisum 

 

School Kitchen 
$150.00 

In memory of  
Ron Hull 

In memory of  
Russell Miller 

 

 

$85,754.00 
 

 

$1,180.00 
 

$2,125.00 
 

$70.00 
 

$105.00 

 

$185.00 
 

$25.00 

 

 

$89,444.00 
 

School Tuition  

Relief   
 

Organ 

 

Total 

Contributions  

 

  

Unified Fund 
  

Capital 

Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund
  

Orphanages  

December 
Memorials and Offerings 
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