
From The Principal’s Pen... 

 Have you watched Charlie Brown’s Christmas this year?  This is still a favorite amongst the 
television audience. This program was first aired In 1965 and has played every year since.  
Amazingly, CBS didn’t want to show this program the way Charles Schultz wrote it because they felt 
it was too Christian. 

 Tucked  quietly into the program near the very end 
is something very few people notice. Linus is standing on 
stage telling the Christmas story from Luke 2. When he 
gets to the angel  speaking to the shepherds he says “The 
angel said, ‘Fear Not for I bring you good tidings of great 
joy.’” At the very moment he says the word’s “fear not”, 
Linus drops his blanket for one of the few times in the  
annals of this cartoon. He had nothing to fear knowing that 
Christ was born.   

 Through His birth, Christ entered the world to redeem us and reconcile us to the Father.  
There is nothing more to fear. 

 How does this phrase “fear not” fit into our climate today? We watch the news, hear the  
stories, and watch the tumult in our society every day. The turbulence seems to be never ending and 
at times seems to permeate everything in our lives. The security blankets of family, activities and 
wealth have all been shaken. 

 In the Bible, the phrase, “fear not” or “do not be afraid”  
is found 365 times. It may be coincidental, but there is one for 
every day of the year. We have nothing to fear. Through 
Christ’s death and resurrection, Christ tore the barrier down 
and now we are at peace with him. The message of the  
angels, “Glory to God in the Highest and peace to men on 
whom His favor rests”’ is for all us. We can celebrate this 
Christmas and every Christmas following knowing our God 
loves us so much and He is always there for us. 

 We can drop our security blankets and cling to our Lord 
and Savior. What a joy this can bring to us. God’s love that came down so many years ago is still 
there among us today. The peace between God and man proclaimed by the angels is still there, not 
because of anything we have done, but because of what Christ has done for us. We can hold fast to 
the promises given to Joshua,   “Never will I leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua 1:5). Holding on to 
the promise we can celebrate this Christmas with all the joy of the previous ones. 

 On behalf of the faculty and staff of St. John’s, I would like to wish all of you a blessed and 
Merry Christmas. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Ministries 
Worship and Bible Study Opportunities 

 

Saturday Worship 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday Worship—8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
 

Coffee Hour & Adult Bible Study  

9:15 a.m. Sundays 

Church Christian Life Center 

 

Coffee Hour & Sunday School  

9:15 a.m. Sundays  

School Cafeteria  

 

Advent Worship Schedule 

12/21/2022 

10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Advent Midweek Worship 

7:30 p.m. Youth Group Christmas Party 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

12/24/2024 

5:30 p.m. Christmas by Word & Carols 

9:00 p.m. Christmas Candlelight 

12/25/2022 

9:00 a.m. Word & Sacrament Service 

New Year Worship Schedule  

Saturday 12/31—Worship 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday 1/1—Worship 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

Christmas Break  

Reminders: 
On 12/21/2022,  

school releases at noon.  

There will be No: 

Lunch, 

After Care, 

nor  

Bus in the Afternoon on 

12/21/2022. 

 

There is no school for Christmas 

from December 22 to  

January 2, 2023.  

(School office will be closed.) 

Chapel Offerings 

2nd quarter offerings will be going toward  
Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog  
Ministries. Second quarter will include 
our advent services at church, so please 
continue to bring in your offerings in your 
chapel envelope. 

Save these Dates: 

• 2023-2024 School Year  
Enrollment begins 1/3/2023 

• Wisconsin Parental Choice Program  
Enrollment begins 2/1/2023 

• Open House on 2/2/2023 
The details for new school year enrollment  

will be sent home in the new year.  



Check out the Chamber of Commerce  

Community Events Calendar & Monthly news-

letter:  

https://chamber.portagewi.com/events/

calendar/ & 

https://portagewi.com/newsbreak-newsletter/ 

RaiseRight (formerly known as SCRIP)  

Start preparing for Christmas. You will 

find great deals are happening with 

RaiseRight gift cards.   

Check out the benefits of RaiseRight 

at: https://www.stjohnsportage.com/

fundraising. 

January 21, 2023 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

St. John’s Lutheran School—
Gymnasium  

(Armstrong Street Entrance, Door F) 

All Families are Invited 

Bring a Game to Share & Play 

Snacks & Beverages will be available 

Hosted by the St. John’s Parent 
Teacher League 

Check out all the events happening at the  

Portage Public Library for  

adults, families, teens, and children.  

Go to: https://www.portagelibrary.us/ 

https://chamber.portagewi.com/events/calendar/
https://chamber.portagewi.com/events/calendar/
https://portagewi.com/newsbreak-newsletter/
https://www.stjohnsportage.com/fundraising
https://www.stjohnsportage.com/fundraising
https://www.portagelibrary.us/


See you all in 2023!  
Happy New Year! 


