
Worship Times 
Sundays: 
8:00 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
9:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Praise Band, Sanctuary  
10:30 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
Saturdays: 
5:30 p.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 

January 2023 

Weekly Christian Education and Bible Studies 
 

Sundays: 
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
11:30 a.m. Late Sunday Morning Bible Study, 
  Christian Life Center 
Tuesdays: 
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Class, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study,  
  Christian Life Center 
Wednesdays:  
4:30 p.m. Jr. Youth Group, School Gym 
  Starting January 11 
6:30 p.m. Sr. Youth Group, School Gym 
Thursdays: 
8:00 a.m. Esther Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
10:00 a.m. Rachel Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
5:30 p.m. Thirsty Souls Bible Study, 
  Christian Life Center 
Fridays: 
5:30 p.m. Friday Ladies Bible Study, 
  W7809 Evergreen Ave. Westfield, WI 
  
 

 
Weekly Events 

Mondays: 
9:00 a.m.   Strong Bodies, Narthex 
Tuesdays: 
4:30 p.m. Grief Share, All Purpose Room 
  Last class will be on December 6 
10:30 p.m. Every One His Witness, Christian Life Center 
  Last class will be on December 20 
Wednesdays:  
10:00 a.m. Chapel, Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline 
  churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
4:30 p.m. Walkie Talkies, Narthex 
5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir, Balcony 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Instruction,  
  Christian Life Center and All Purpose Room 
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir, Balcony 
Thursdays: 
9:00 a.m. Strong Bodies, Narthex 
 

Calendar events are subject to change. For the most up-to-date calendar 
information, please visit our website, http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-
johns-calendar. To schedule your group activity, please contact the church 
office at  608-742-9000 or email churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 
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Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor who had authority 

over the use of the death penalty. That is a historical fact. 

And it is important to show that faith in Jesus Christ, as  

recorded in Holy Scripture is historical. We can look at the 

historical record and see a governor named Pilate who served 

in Judea, and it was this man who gave the Jews the go ahead 

to crucify Jesus. This is extremely important to acknowledge, 

but there are some important theological implications of  

reciting Pilate’s name as well in the Creed. 
 

We remember from Holy Scripture that Pilate desired to  

release Jesus because Jesus had done nothing wrong.  

Certainly, Jesus did nothing that required the judgment of 

death by crucifixion. Pilate judged rightly that the Jews were 

bringing Jesus to him because they were jealous of him and 

how the people chased after him. 
 

However, Jesus was before him, and he had to pass  

judgment. Due to his position as governor, his judgment was 

as if God spoke the judgment: “I find no fault in him at all.” 

And that right there is of great theological importance. Pilate, 

as governor, goes on record to say that an innocent man dies 

for the sins of the people. That is the Gospel  

proclamation. The innocent man receives the punishment of 

death while the sinner goes free. While Pilate wanted to  

release Jesus, he was getting nowhere with the people. The 

priests and the scribes had caused a riot to begin. Pilate,  

being afraid, gave Jesus over to them so that they might  

crucify Jesus. 
 

And in so doing Pilate allowed the Chief Priests and the 

Scribes of the Jews to actually fulfill their duties as 

those who would sacrifice the “Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world.” Yet, Christ is the Victim and the 

Priest on this Good Friday at the altar of the Cross. 

Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate. He was handed over to 

the ruthless Priests and Scribes for crucifixion, but facing the 

cross, Jesus did not blink nor did he complain. But rather  

suffered under Pontius Pilate that we might be set free from 

the punishment of our sins and live with Him in everlasting 

life. 

And He Suffered Under 
Pontius Pilate 

©2019 Jacob Hercamp. All rights reserved. Permission granted 
to copy, share and display freely for non-commercial purposes. 

The  Health and Wellness Committee strives to  

promote the wellness of St. John’s members by: 
 

• Organizing and staffing blood pressure clinics the  

2nd Sunday each month 9:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 

• Assist Pastor with services at the nursing homes 
 

• Visiting and sending cards of well wishes to our  

shut-in members 
 

• Sponsoring the “Strong Bodies” strength training  

program on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. 

to 10:00 a.m. in the Narthex 
 

• Maintaining the defibrillators in the church and  

school 
 

• Providing gas cards to members who have  

long-distance travel to doctor appointments 
 

• Providing educational and spiritual materials to  

members with specific health concerns 

News from  
Health & Wellness 

UpComing  
Health and Wellness Events 

 
 

Walkie Talkies 

Starting in January, 4 the 

Walkie Talkies group will meet 

on Wednesdays from 4:30 p.m. 

to 5:30 p.m. in the Narthex.  

Health & Wellness  
Committee 

The Health & Wellness  

Committee meets every other 

month on the first Monday. Our 

next meeting is February 6 at 

1:30 p.m.  Please consider  

joining us! 

Strong Bodies 

Strong Bodies will starting in 

January 5. We meet on  

Mondays and Thursdays from 

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the 

Narthex.  
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New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We 

take stock of the past with thanksgiving and sometimes even 

relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and 

anticipation, and perhaps with some worry, for what it holds.  
 

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who 

we are as opposed to who we would like to be, what we have 

done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of 

our accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our  

failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  
 

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, 

A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are visited 

by the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 
 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly 

will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided 

in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 

all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is  

written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

his righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to 

the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteous-

ness. You will be enriched in every way for all your  

generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 

God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 
 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase 

what we need to give to the church for its work in the world. 

He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless 

us in every way, and through this, will produce thanksgiving 

to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to 

help you take stock of your giving in years past and change 

what needs to be adjusted, improved, or done away with  

altogether. 
 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of  

forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not been faithful in 

attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to 

receive forgiveness and feast on the rich food of our Lord’s 

body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, 

then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. 

God doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of you 

(Matt. 22:20–22).  

 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is 

to speak with your Father, the King of all creation, freely 

through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of 

grace and ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding 

faithfully (John 15:1–16). 
 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. 

The church is a place of mercy. It inhales the mercy of the 

Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son 

through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It 

exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You are a  

member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not 

only a recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy 

for the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the 

generous giving of your income to support the work of the 

church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament 

(Lev. 27:1–34). 
 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New 

Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of the church. 

Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your 

paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you 

giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving  

proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required 

a tithe, or ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom to 

be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you 

relying on God’s promise to provide and increase what you 

need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, 

repent. If God gave you His only Son, will He not provide for 

you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, 

and heed it.  
 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for 

the year a generous proportion of your income, which is 

God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

 

Your Past Does not  
Define Your Future 
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship  
Newsletter Article — January 2023  

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


The Eighth Commandment (Part 1) 
 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
 

Over and above our own body, spouse, and temporal 

possessions, we have yet another treasure, namely, honor and 

good report [the illustrious testimony of an upright and 

unsullied name and reputation], with which we cannot 

dispense. For it is intolerable to live among men in open 

shame and general contempt. Therefore God wishes the 

reputation, good name, and upright character of our neighbor 

to be taken away or diminished as little as his money and 

possessions, that every one may stand in his integrity before 

wife, children, servants, and neighbors. And in the first place, 

we take the plainest meaning of this commandment according 

to the words (Thou shalt not bear false witness), as pertaining 

to the public courts of justice, where a poor innocent man is 

accused and oppressed by false witnesses in order to be 

punished in his body, property, or honor. 
 

Now, this appears as if it were of little concern to us at 

present; but with the Jews it was quite a common and 

ordinary matter. For the people were organized under an 

excellent and regular government; and where there is still 

such a government, instances of this sin will not be wanting. 

The cause of it is that where judges, burgomasters, princes, or 

others in authority sit in judgment, things never fail to go 

according to the course of the world; namely, men do not like 

to offend anybody, flatter, and speak to gain favor, money, 

prospects, or friendship; and in consequence a poor man and 

his cause must be oppressed, denounced as wrong, and suffer 

punishment. And it is a common calamity in the world that in 

courts of justice there seldom preside godly men. 
 

For to be a judge requires above all things a godly man, and 

not only a godly, but also a wise, modest, yea, a brave and 

bold man; likewise, to be a witness requires a fearless and 

especially a godly man. For a person who is to judge all 

matters rightly and carry them through with his decision will 

often offend good friends, relatives, neighbors, and the rich 

and powerful, who can greatly serve or injure him. Therefore 

he must be quite blind, have his eyes and ears closed, neither 

see nor hear, but go straight forward in everything that comes 

before him, and decide accordingly. 
 

Therefore this commandment is given first of all that every 

one shall help his neighbor to secure his rights, and not allow 

them to be hindered or twisted, but shall promote and strictly 

maintain them, no matter whether he be judge or witness, and 

let it pertain to whatsoever it will. And especially is a goal set 

up here for our jurists that they be careful to deal truly and 

uprightly with every case, allowing right to remain right, and, 

on the other hand, not perverting anything [by their tricks and 

technical points turning black into white and making wrong 

out to be right], nor glossing it over or keeping silent 

concerning it, irrespective of a person’s money, possession, 

honor, or power. This is one part and the plainest sense of 

this commandment concerning all that takes place in court. 
 

Next, it extends very much further, if we are to apply it to 

spiritual jurisdiction or administration; here it is a common 

occurrence that every one bears false witness against his 

neighbor. For wherever there are godly preachers and 

Christians, they must bear the sentence before the world that 

they are called heretics, apostates, yea, seditious and 

desperately wicked miscreants. Besides, the Word of God 

must suffer in the most shameful and malicious manner, 

being persecuted, blasphemed, contradicted, perverted, and 

falsely cited and interpreted. But let this pass; for it is the 

way of the blind world that she condemns and persecutes the 

truth and the children of God, and yet esteems it no sin. 
 

 

Continued on page 5. 
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Luther’s Large  
Catechism 
In this edition of the Cornerstone, we continue to publish portions 
of Luther’s Large Catechism for your continued growth in God’s 
Word. The text for this series is taken from the Triglotta, a public 
domain version of The Book of Concord. For a more up-to-date 
reading, consider purchasing Concordia: The Lutheran  
Confessions at cph.org.  



In the third place, what concerns us all, this commandment 

forbids all sins of the tongue whereby we may injure or ap-

proach too closely to our neighbor. For to bear false witness 

is nothing else than a work of the tongue. Now, whatever is 

done with the tongue against a fellow-man God would have 

prohibited, whether it be false preachers with their doctrine 

and blasphemy, false judges and witnesses with their verdict, 

or outside of court by lying and evil-speaking. Here belongs 

particularly the detestable, shameful vice of speaking behind 

a person’s back and slandering, to which the devil spurs us 

on, and of which there would be much to be said. For it is a 

common evil plague that every one prefers hearing evil to 

hearing good of his neighbor; and although we ourselves are 

so bad that we cannot suffer that any one should say anything 

bad about us, but every one would much rather that all the 

world should speak of him in terms of gold, yet we cannot 

bear that the best is spoken about others. 
 

Therefore, to avoid this vice we should note that no one is 

allowed publicly to judge and reprove his neighbor, although 

he may see him sin, unless he have a command to judge and 

to reprove. For there is a great difference between these two 

things, judging sin and knowing sin. You may indeed know 

it, but you are not to judge it. I can indeed see and hear that 

my neighbor sins, but I have no command to report it to  

others. Now, if I rush in, judging and passing sentence, I fall 

into a sin which is greater than his. But if you know it, do 

nothing else than turn your ears into a grave and cover it,  

until you are appointed to be judge and to punish by virtue of 

your office. 
 

Those, then, are called slanderers who are not content with 

knowing a thing, but proceed to assume jurisdiction, and 

when they know a slight offense of another, carry it into  

every corner, and are delighted and tickled that they can stir 

up another’s displeasure [baseness], as swine roll themselves 

in the dirt and root in it with the snout. This is nothing else 

than meddling with the judgment and office of God, and  

pronouncing sentence and punishment with the most severe 

verdict. For no judge can punish to a higher degree nor go 

farther than to say: “He is a thief, a murderer, a traitor,” etc. 

Therefore, whoever presumes to say the same of his neighbor 

goes just as far as the emperor and all governments. For  

although you do not wield the sword, you employ your  

poisonous tongue to the shame and hurt of your neighbor. 

Luther’s Large Catechism 
The Eighth Commandment (Part 1) continued. 

Orthodox is a term that is a bit like catholic in the minds of 

casual Christians. We hear these terms as they are applied to 

identifiable sects. That identification can cause us to assume 

that the word itself must mean the sect. 
 

Catholic simply means universal or whole. So, in the Sunday 

morning prayers, when we pray for “the whole Christian 

Church on earth,” we could just as well say the “Catholic  

Church” on earth. Our friends in the Roman Catholic sect are 

the most significant association with that term, applying to a 

specific denomination within Christianity. There are also  

other non-Roman Catholic denominations that identify  

themselves as Catholic. Rome neither holds nor exercises 

exclusive rights to that term, though pope may want us to 

think that. 
 

Orthodox rings similarly in our ears. For those who’ve heard 

of the Eastern Orthodox Church, we assume those terms  

synonymously mean the Eastern Christian sect. That’s not 

exactly so. 
 

The Eastern and Western Christians split in 1054 AD. The 

patriarchs of Rome and of Constantinople had a falling-out, 

which resulted in the split. The patriarchs of the Eastern 

churches sided with the patriarch of Constantinople. The  

Roman patriarch found himself alone, heading a large portion 

of Christianity. The churches we call Orthodox are from the 

Eastern side and those patriarchs. That time deserves its own 

treatment in another article or articles. 
 

Orthodox simply means straight teaching, opinion, or belief. 

For those of an etymological inclination, orthōs means: 

straight, unbent, or unwavering. And, doksa means: teaching, 

opinion, or belief. It is the foil of heterodoxy which is  

mingled or combined teaching. 
 

There’s more here than simply lexical understandings.  

Orthodoxy in Christianity is normed by the scriptures and our 

teaching drawn from it. The Bible is the norm which norms 

our teaching. Our teaching is the norm, which is normed by 

the Word of God, the Bible. 
 

There is orthodoxy in all sects of Christianity. Orthodoxy 

Lutherans, Anglicans, Baptists, and Methodists seek to  

maintain adherence to the teachings as we have received 

them. For we Lutherans, that means that we hold to our  

doctrines and remain in the Word of God, always ready to be 

corrected by the scriptures in our understanding and  

teachings. The five solas of the reformation (grace alone, 

faith alone, scripture alone, Christ alone, by the grace of God 

alone) constantly direct us back to the Word of God and  

conform our straight teaching to it. 
 

By our Orthodoxy, we preach Christ and Him crucified. 

Church Word: Orthodox 

©2021 Jason Kaspar. All rights reserved. Permission granted to 
copy, share and display freely for non-commercial purposes.  

https://whatdoesthismean.blog/church-word-4-catholic/
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Love one another with genuine affection, and take delight in Honoring one another. 
Romans 12:10 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
1 Jean Gavinski 
 Cory Thompson 
 

2  Catharine Daily 
 Tracey Kuhn 
 Coltan Myers 
 Sadie Nummerdor 
 

3  Maralyn Coffman 
 Wyatt Conway 
 Steven Dittman 
 Carol Gisiner 
 Brooklynn Krebs 
 Dolores Milton 
 Theresa Smith 
 

4  James Sohl 
 

5  Henry Schroeder 
 

6  Hazel Gudgeon 
 Linda Koch 
 

7  William Haase 
 Deanna Isakson 
 Wyatt Tomaszewski 
 

8  Emberlyn Krueger 
 

9  Linda Loomans 
    Jodi Steele 
 

11 Thomas Paiser 
 

13 Hallie Cardinal 
 George Snyder 
 

14 Allison Mittlesteadt 
 

16 Kyle Bernander 
 Teagan Olson 
 Hunter Witt 
 

17  Gracelynn Chvojicek 
 

18 Jennifer Chvojicek 
 

19 Sassha Coullard 
 James Reick 
 Sabryna Schumann 
 

20 Nicole Brockway 
 Timothy Burrow 
 

21 Ryan Schroeder 
 

22 Donna Johnson 
 

23 Rick Crawford 
 Gary Herwig 
 Kenneth Hutler 
 Susan Schesny 
 

24 Geraldine Kerl 
 

25 Annabelle Snyder 
 

26 Amanda Kohn 
 

27 Elizabeth Mootz 
 

28 Gary Zastrow 
 

29 Randall Anderson 
 David J. Fritz 
 Alex Swanson 
 Mark Witt 
 

30 Robert Griepentrog 
 Shanon Smith 
 

31 Connor Hunkel 
 
 

January 1 
 John & Sue Hamel 
 
January 8 
 Timothy & Linda Loomans 
 
January 9 
 James &  Judy Mountford 
 
 
 

January 10 
 Bryan & Mary Schumann 
 
January 14 
 Kevin & Lauren Jonas 
 
January 18 
 Gregory & Phyllis Zimmerman 
 
January 29  
 Eugene & Heidi Thompson 



This Grace and Growth project is funded partially by a grant 
from Lutheran Church Extension Fund and partially by St. 
John’s Lutheran Ministries. The grant for worker wellness 
has allowed us some experiences we have not had in the past. 
The financial support from the congregation will allow some 
of these opportunities to continue into the future. 
 

In December, we had a Christmas party that included all the 
teachers and staff— all full- and part-time workers from  
St. John’s Ministries, including church, school, and child  
development center. Everyone brought food and drink to 
share.  
 

One area was set up as a baby shower for Baby Jesus, with 
donations going to the Pregnancy Resource Center here in 
Portage. 

 

A highlight of the party was the fashion show. After  
spending time wrangling jingle bells, garland, ribbons, and 
glue guns, we were treated to the modeling talents of some 
teachers, some children, and even a couple of husbands!  
Unfortunately, the fashion show photos were the only ones 
that didn’t turn out. (Hmmmm. I think maybe some people 
just weren’t ready for the paparazzi.) 
 

As we go into the new year, we will be ramping up our  
program again with a few outings, some healthy habit  
reinforcements, and new Bible study opportunities.  
Thank you for supporting us with your prayers! 
 
Stephenie Hovland 
Deaconess Intern 

Grace & Growth update 
January 

Merry Christmas! 



Crusader News! 

Every year we look forward to National Lutheran Schools 

Week.  We are so blessed to have a Lutheran school as part 

of the ministry of St. John’s.  During the week of January 

22nd to January 28th, we join over 1,850 other schools and 

over 180, 000 students across the country in praising our God 

for allowing us to serve our students, families, and  

communities. 
 

For over 150 years, St. John’s has faithfully supported this 

ministry in which the students and their families are brought 

to the feet of their loving Savior. The teachers and staff are 

given the opportunity to share the certain hope that we have 

in Christ through His death and resurrection. 

Although it might not always be immediately evident, God, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit, uses our school and  

other Lutheran schools to share good news of salvation and 

make an eternal difference in every aspect  of life as we  

prepare our students to be disciples.  
 

In addition to thanking God, we would like to thank the 

members of our congregation for their continued support and 

sacrifice which makes this possible. 

THANK YOU! 
 

A special thank you all the parents 

who worked very hard to make 

this year’s boys’ basketball  

tournament a success. We would also 

like to thank all those who donated 

food and drink items to help reduce 

the expenses for the tournament. 

January 22–28, 2023 



Greetings from St. John’s Child Development Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has someone ever asked you, “Do you want the good news 

or the sad news first?” When someone asks me that question 

I always say the sad news first. I am not going to ask you that 

question. I am going to tell you our sad news first. One of the 

longest-employed center employees at St. John's Child  

Development Center is retiring after almost 22 years of  

serving God’s children. Kris Tomaszewski will be retiring on 

January 6th.   

Kris wore many hats over the 22 years here at St. John’s 

Ministries. One of those hats I remember from the early days 

was when we were the leaders for Kids for Christ children in 

4th and 5th grades. It very quickly grew to include 2nd and 

3rd grades. I still remember this group: Jacob, Connor, Ryan, 

Karlie, Kasie, Wyatt, Meghan, and others. Then eventually, 

we both were too old for this group!  
 

Kris was one of our first 4K teachers when the program  

started at St. John’s. Geri Smith and Kris worked together to 

help this program become the success it is today. She can 

remember just about all the children at school and when they 

graduated from 8th grade.  
 

Ready for the good news? In her next adventure, Kris gets to 

care of her three granddaughters: Willa, who is just a few 

weeks old, and Emmeline and Cora, both students at St. 

John’s. I will miss Kris as a teacher at the center, but I am 

thankful I will still see her as a friend. 
 

Please take time to thank Kris for her 22 years of service at 

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries and joining us in celebrating 

Kris on Sunday, January 29th, after the 8:00 am service. We 

will have a card box out for Kris in the Narthex if you wish 

to write a note or give her a card.  

Blessings, 

-Debbie Drew 

 
 

The Child Development Center  

Thanksgiving Feast with children and 

parents was held on November 18th. I 

enjoyed seeing everyone come together 

to pray, eat, and fellowship. Thank you 

for all the volunteers who helped pull 

this together: Dawn, Karen, and Nancy. 

The center staff did a great job with the 

children decorating and center pieces. 

Special thanks to Shari, our center 

cook, who made the delicious  

Thanksgiving feast.  

 



St. John’s Ministries Monthly and Special Event Calendar  
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January 

M 02 No School—Christmas Break 
 All Ministries Offices Closed 
 

Tu 03 Lutherans For Life 
 5:30 p.m., Church All Purpose Room 
 

Th 05 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
 

Su 08 Blood Pressure Screening  
 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Church Nursery 
 

M 09 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 Altar Guild 
 1:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 10 Every One His Witness 
 1:15 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Voters’ Meeting 
 6:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Th 12 Every One His Witness 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

F 13 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our  website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
 

M 16 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 17 Every One His Witness 
 1:15 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Women’s Guild 
 1:30 p.m., Church All Purpose Room 
 LWML 
 6:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Board For Christian Education 
 6:30 p.m., School Cafeteria 
 

Th 19 Columbia County Healthcare Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Columbia County Healthcare 
 Every One His Witness 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Sa 21 Family Game Night 
 6:30–8:30 p.m., School Gym 
 

M 23 Board of Finance 
 4:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 24 Every One His Witness 
 1:15 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Th 26 Every One His Witness 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

M 30 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 31 Every One His Witness 
 1:15 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Narthex 

February (proposed) 

Th 02 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
 School Open House 
 3:00–6:00 p.m., School 
 Every One His Witness 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

M 06 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 07 Every One His Witness 
 1:15 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Parent Teacher League 
 6:30 p.m., School Cafeteria 
 

Th 09 Every One His Witness 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

F 10 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our  website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
 

Su 12 Blood Pressure Screening  
 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Church Nursery 
 

M 13 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 14 Every One His Witness 
 1:15 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Th 16 Every One His Witness 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

M 20 No School 
 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

W 22 Ash Wednesday Service 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 

M 27 Board of Finance 
 4:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Financial Peace University 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 27 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Narthex 
 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a–3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: 
M—F / 7:00a–3:15p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours:  
M—F / 7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Bob Fairfield 296-4012, Chairman 
Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Mark Witt  697-0224 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller 369-1845 
Roger Baerwolf 617-6088 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$54,465.98 
 

 

$1,033.00 
 

$120.00 
 

$60.00 
 

$100.00 

 

$160.00 
 

 

 

$55,938.98 
 

School Tuition  

Relief   
 

 

Total 

Contributions  

 

  

Unified Fund 
  

Capital 

Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund
  

Orphanages  

November 
Memorials and Offerings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you tired of living paycheck to paycheck? Do you feel 

overwhelmed by debt and unsure of how to gain control of 

your finances? If so, Financial Peace University is the  

program for you! 
 

Financial Peace University is a comprehensive 9-week 

course, developed by financial expert Dave Ramsey. It will 

teach you everything you need to know to gain control of 

your money and achieve financial peace of mind. You'll learn 

how to create a budget, pay off debt, save for the future, and 

make smart financial decisions. 
 

Don't let money stress you out any longer and take the first 

step towards financial freedom! 
 

Classes start Monday, January 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the Christian 

Life Center. Material cost is $100.00. Flexible payment plans 

are available.   

Are you looking for a way to share your faith with others? 

Look no further than Every One His Witness! This powerful 

6-week free program equips you with the tools you need to  

effectively and confidently share your beliefs with others. 

Every One His Witness makes it easy for everyone to  

become a powerful witness of their faith.  
 

Afternoon classes are held on Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. starting   

January 10. 
 

Evening classes are held on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. starting 

January 12.  
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