
Worship Times 
Sundays: 
8:00 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
9:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Praise Band, Sanctuary  
10:30 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
Saturdays: 
5:30 p.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 

December 2022 

Weekly Christian Education and Bible Studies 
Sundays: 
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
11:30 a.m. Late Sunday Morning Bible Study, 
  Christian Life Center 
Tuesdays: 
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Class, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study,  
  Christian Life Center 
Wednesdays:  
6:30 p.m. *Sr. Youth Group, School Gym 
Thursdays: 
8:00 a.m. Esther Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
10:00 a.m. Rachel Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
5:30 p.m. Thirsty Souls Bible Study, 
  Christian Life Center 
Fridays: 
5:30 p.m. Friday Ladies Bible Study, 
  W7809 Evergreen Ave. Westfield, WI 
  
 

 
Weekly Events 

Mondays: 
9:00 a.m.   Strong Bodies, Narthex 
Tuesdays: 
4:30 p.m. Grief Share, All Purpose Room 
  Last class will be on December 6 
10:30 p.m. Every One His Witness, Christian Life Center 
  Last class will be on December 20 
Wednesdays:  
10:00 a.m. Chapel, Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline 
  churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir, Balcony 
6:30 p.m. *Adult Choir, Balcony 
Thursdays: 
9:00 a.m. Strong Bodies, Narthex 

Calendar events are subject to change. For the most up-to-date calendar 
information, please visit our website, http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-
johns-calendar. To schedule your group activity, please contact the church 
office at  608-742-9000 or email churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

*Adult Choir will practice at 7:15 p.m. Dec. 7–21 
*No Sr. Youth Group on Dec. 28 
 

See monthly and special event calendar on page 10 for Christmas 
worship times. 
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After years of planning and saving for this project, it 
finally happened, and the organists are pretty excited 
about it. As we get used to the all the new features, you 
may have noticed we occasionally have to make  
adjustments as we go. It’s almost like having a whole 
new organ to learn. 
 

Some of the changes you may be interested in: 
 

• Fuller, deeper sounds in the pedals. This results in 
some fuller sounds overall and will produce more 
powerful rumbles than ever before.  

 

• No new pipes were added, but because of the new 
technology, it sounds like we’ve added several new 
sounds to the organ. The technology uses our  
existing pipes in new ways. 

 

• More options for the organists to change sounds  
easily. The organists have a digitized way of setting 
the organ up so that we can make it sound different 
during the service. In the past, we did a lot of this 
manually, by making changes on the fly. Now, we 
can set it all up so that making changes happens 
more easily and more often, as we see fit. 

 

• A recording/playback system. We are still practicing 
using this feature, but this will allow the organist to 
record something ahead of time, which allows us to 
be in two places at once. We could use it to go to 

communion or even to play a duet with ourselves on 
piano and organ all at once. In the future, if we both 
can’t be available for a weekend, we could record 
everything ahead of time. But we would need  
someone to press the right buttons on the organ  
during the service, in order for that to work. We’ll 
ease our way into this feature.  

 

The keyboard and pedal area of the organ have changed 
significantly. Take a look at some of the photos from the 
upgrade, and you’ll see what we mean. We’re enjoying 
figuring it out and playing with the new features. We 
feel like this will be a great instrument for us to continue 
to play. We know it is also ready for the future. The  
recent changes allow for more organists and also give us 
options for when organists are more scarce than they are 
right now.  
 

Thank you to all the St. John’s members who  
contributed to this project—through planning,  
advocating, and donating money to this project. What a 
blessing this is for St. John’s Ministries—to know that 
the organ can be used for many, many years to come. 
 
Stephenie Hovland and Sara Jakeman 
 
p.s. If you want to check it out in person, come upstairs 
right after church, and we’ll give you a little tour of the 
organ. 

Phase II of the pipe organ project is complete! 





The Seventh Commandment (Part 2) 
 

Thou shalt not steal. 
 

Now, since this commandment is so far-reaching [and 
comprehensive], as just indicated, it is necessary to urge 
it well and to explain it to the common people, not to let 
them go on in their wantonness and security, but always 
to place before their eyes the wrath of God, and 
inculcate the same. For we have to preach this not to 
Christians, but chiefly to knaves and scoundrels, to 
whom it would he more fitting for judges, jailers, or 
Master Hannes [the executioner] to preach. Therefore 
let every one know that it is his duty, at the risk of 
God’s displeasure, not only to do no injury to his 
neighbor, nor to deprive him of gain, nor to perpetrate 
any act of unfaithfulness or malice in any bargain or 
trade, but faithfully to preserve his property for him, to 
secure and promote his advantage, especially when one 
accepts money, wages, and one’s livelihood for such 
service. 
 

He now who wantonly despises this may indeed pass 
along and escape the hangman, but he shall not escape 
the wrath and punishment of God; and when he has long 
practised his defiance and arrogance, he shall yet remain 
a tramp and beggar, and, in addition, have all plagues 
and misfortune. Now you are going your way [wherever 
your heart’s pleasure calls you] while you ought to 
preserve the property of your master and mistress, for 
which service you fill your crop and maw, take your 
wages like a thief, have people treat you as a nobleman; 
for there are many that are even insolent towards their 

masters and mistresses, and are unwilling to do them a 
favor or service by which to protect them from loss. 

 

But reflect what you will gain when, having come into 
your own property and being set up in your home (to 
which God will help with all misfortunes), it [your 
perfidy] will bob up again and come home to you, and 
you will find that where you have cheated or done 
injury to the value of one mite, you will have to pay 
thirty again. 

 

Such shall be the lot also of mechanics and day-laborers 
of whom we are now obliged to hear and suffer such 
intolerable maliciousness, as though they were 
noblemen in another’s possessions, and every one were 
obliged to give them what they demand. Just let them 
continue practising their exactions as long as they can; 
but God will not forget His commandment, and will 
reward them according as they have served, and will 
hang them, not upon a green gallows, but upon a dry 
one, so that all their life they shall neither prosper nor 
accumulate anything. And indeed, if there were a well-
ordered government in the land, such wantonness might 
soon be checked and prevented, as was the custom in 
ancient times among the Romans, where such characters 
were promptly seized by the pate in a way that others 
took warning. 
 

No more shall all the rest prosper who change the open 
free market into a carrion pit of extortion and a den of 
robbery, where the poor are daily overcharged, new 
burdens and high prices are imposed, and every one 
uses the market according to his caprice, and is even 
defiant and brags as though it were his fair privilege and 
right to sell his goods for as high a price as he please, 
and no one had a right to say a word against it. We will 
indeed look on and let these people skin, pinch, and 
hoard, but we will trust in God,—who will, however, do 
this of His own accord,—that, after you have been 
skinning and scraping for a long time, He will 
pronounce such a blessing on your gains that your grain 
in the garner, your beer in the cellar, your cattle in the 
stalls shall perish; yea, where you have cheated and 
overcharged any one to the amount of a florin, your 
entire pile shall be consumed with rust, so that you shall 
never enjoy it. 

 

And indeed, we see and experience this being fulfilled 
daily before our eyes, that no stolen or dishonestly 
acquired possession thrives. How many there are who 
rake and scrape day and night, and yet grow not a 
farthing richer! And though they gather much, they must 
suffer so many plagues and misfortunes that they cannot 
relish it with cheerfulness nor transmit it to their 
children.  

Continued on page 5. 
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Luther’s Large  
Catechism 
In this edition of the Cornerstone, we continue to publish portions 
of Luther’s Large Catechism for your continued growth in God’s 
Word. The text for this series is taken from the Triglotta, a public 
domain version of The Book of Concord. For a more up-to-date 
reading, consider purchasing Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions 
at cph.org.  



But as no one minds it, and we go on as though it did 
not concern us, God must visit us in a different way and 
teach us manners by imposing one taxation after  
another, or billeting a troop of soldiers upon us, who in 
one hour empty our coffers and purses, and do not quit 
as long as we have a farthing left, and in addition, by 
way of thanks, burn and devastate house and home, and 
outrage and kill wife and children. 

 

And, in short, if you steal much, depend upon it that 
again as much will be stolen from you; and lie who robs 
and acquires with violence and wrong will submit to 
one who shall deal after the same fashion with him. For 
God is master of this art, that since every one robs and 
steals from the other, He punishes one thief by means of 
another. Else where should we find enough gallows and 
ropes? 

 

Now, whoever is willing to be instructed, let him know 
that this is the commandment of God, and that it must 
not be treated as a jest. For although you despise us,  
defraud, steal, and rob, we will indeed manage to endure 
your haughtiness, suffer, and, according to the Lord’s 
Prayer, forgive and show pity; for we know that the 
godly shall nevertheless have enough, and you injure 
yourself more than another. 

 

But beware of this: When the poor man comes to you 
(of whom there are so many now) who must buy with 
the penny of his daily wages and live upon it, and you 
are harsh to him, as though every one lived by your  
favor, and you skin and scrape to the bone, and, besides, 
with pride and haughtiness turn him off to whom you 
ought to give for nothing, he will go away wretched and 
sorrowful, and since he can complain to no one, he will 
cry and call to heaven, then beware (I say again) as of 
the devil himself. For such groaning and calling will be 
no jest, but will have a weight that will prove too heavy 
for you and all the world. For it will reach Him who 
takes care of the poor sorrowful hearts, and will not  
allow them to go unavenged. But if you despise this and 
become defiant, see whom you have brought upon you: 
if you succeed and prosper, you may before all the 
world call God and me a liar. 

 

We have exhorted, warned, and protested enough; he 
who will not heed or believe it may go on until he learns 
this by experience. Yet it must be impressed upon the 
young that they may be careful not to follow the old 
lawless crowd, but keep their eyes fixed upon God’s 
commandment, lest His wrath and punishment come 
upon them too. It behooves us to do no more than to  
instruct and reprove with God’s Word; but to check 
such open wantonness there is need of the princes and 
government, who themselves would have eyes and the 
courage to establish and maintain order in all manner of 

trade and commerce, lest the poor be burdened and  
oppressed nor they themselves be loaded with other 
men’s sins. 

 

Let this suffice as an explanation of what stealing is, 
that it be not taken too narrowly, but made to extend as 
far as we have to do with our neighbors. And briefly, in 
a summary, as in the former commandments, it is  
herewith forbidden, in the first place, to do our neighbor 
any injury or wrong (in whatever manner supposable, 
by curtailing, forestalling, and withholding his  
possessions and property), or even to consent or allow 
such a thing, but to interpose and prevent it. And, on the 
other hand, it is commanded that we advance and  
improve his possessions, and in case he suffers want, 
that we help, communicate, and lend both to friends and 
foes. 

 

Whoever now seeks and desires good works will find 
here more than enough such as are heartily acceptable 
and pleasing to God, and in addition are favored and 
crowned with excellent blessings, that we are to be  
richly compensated for all that we do for our neighbor’s 
good and from friendship; as King Solomon also  
teaches Prov. 19, 17: He that hath pity upon the poor 
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will 
He pay him again. Here, then, you have a rich Lord, 
who is certainly sufficient for you, and who will not  
suffer you to come short in anything or to want; thus 
you can with a joyful conscience enjoy a hundred times 
more than you could scrape together with unfaithfulness 
and wrong. Now, whoever does not desire the blessing 
will find wrath and misfortune enough.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1Concordia Triglotta—English: The Symbolical Books of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church, electronic ed. (Milwaukee, WI: 
Northwestern Publishing House, 1996), 647–653.  

Luther’s Large Catechism 
The Seventh Commandment (Part 2) continued. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/triglote?ref=Page.p+647&off=438&ctx=worthy+and+deserve.%0a~232%5d+Now%2c+since+this
https://ref.ly/logosres/triglote?ref=Page.p+647&off=438&ctx=worthy+and+deserve.%0a~232%5d+Now%2c+since+this
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Love one another with genuine affection, and take delight in Honoring one another. 
Romans 12:10 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

December 4 
 Rick and Kay Crawford 
 

December 11 
 Ryan and Megan Schroeder 
 

December 12 
 Dennis and Susan Bennett 
 

December 19 
 Ron and Elaine Hull 
 Ken and Beth Manthey 
 Paul and Christine Stark 
 

December 20 
 Ben and Melissa Chvojicek 
 

December 22 
 Roger and Phoebe Cole 
 

December 27 
 Joseph and Susan Schesny 
 

December 30 
 Anthony and Diane Bortz 
 

2  Adam Bortz 

 Evelynne Ross 

 Marisa Stark 
 

3 Patrick Kirchenwitz 

 Michael Kowalksi 

 Aria Raimer 

 Judy Rygiewicz 

 Jessica Thompson 
 

4 Susan Brown 

 Dorothy Lambert 

 Brian Smith 
 

5 Randy Haase 

 Jane Schwantz 
 

6 Irma Brockley 

 Dawn Mueller 

 Sumer Simonson 
 

7 Brigid Sutfin 
 

8 Robert Chvojicek 

 Tim Konkel 
 

9 Ronald Hull 

 Isabelle McReath 
 

10 Carol Beckett 
 

11 Clarence York 
 

12 Leaghan Miller 

 Steven Tikkanen 

13 Kay Crawford 

 Carol Kraucyk 

 Charlene Phillips 
 

14 Connie Eddy 

 Kevin Hurd 
 

15 Mirabella Belton 

 James Kabele 

 Jennifer Krueger 

 Andrew Krueger 
 

16 Alice Bernander 
 

17 Weston Koehler 

 Charlotte Leeland 

 Judy Mountford 

 Carol Platt 

 Ruth Vadeboncoeur 

 Riley Weaver 

 Brienna Weideman 

 Cassidy Yaddof 
 

18 Lucas Eicher 
 

19 Emma Hoppmann 

 Amy Wolff 
 

20 Michael Belton 

 Carol Pribnow 

 Jeremy Schumann 
 

21 Dorothy Scales 

 

23 Mary Lehman 

 Amy Jo Luebke 

 Mark Sutfin 
 

25 Diane Helm 
 

26 Traytin Dittberner 

 Tonya Edwards 

 Kelly Krueger 

 Florence Schultz 
  

28 Stephenie Hovland 

 Heather Huston 
 

29 Greg Hovland 

 Hazel Hutchinson 

 Liesa Zastrow 
 

30 Kenneth Manthey 

 Timothy Schmidt 
 

31 Suzanne Erdman 

 Leo Fredrick 

 Melvin Mravik 

 Alexis Parchem 

 Mary Schumann 

 Carolyn Severson 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



St. John’s staff is finishing up a short Bible study on our 
identity in Christ. We will start a new Bible study after 
the new year. 
 

We also just finished up a sit-up challenge. Participation 
was optional, and we had a smaller group than the water
-drinking challenge. Those who did get involved found 
this challenge to be tougher to stick with. In January, 
we’ll be doing another healthy-habit challenge that will 
give everyone a wider variety of options (similar to 
New Year’s resolutions). It’s great to see people  
encourage one another, no matter how well they’re  
doing on the challenge. 
 

The neighborhood prayer walk was a new activity for 
us. It was attended by six people, including a couple 
from Evangelism. As we walked around St. John’s 
neighborhood, we had limited face-to-face contact with 
people, because most people probably thought we were 
handing out political materials. We saw visible relief 
when they realized we were just saying hi and inviting 
them to our food truck event. I ran into a large family 
who was outside, playing around, so I invited them to 
the food truck event and then asked if they had any 
prayer requests I could add to my prayer time. The mom 
gave me a bunch! So, I asked if I could say a quick 

prayer with them right then. She gathered her kids 
around, and we asked God’s blessings on their family. It 
really was a great experience. Our group met for dinner 
together afterward and talked about our experiences and 
how we should do it again. 
 

A week after that prayer walk, Jose’s food truck came. 
Thank you for supporting this event! It was great to see 
congregation members mingling with CDC and school 
families. We saw people from the neighborhood walk as 
well. This event was first intended to thank our staff for 
their hard work, so the grant paid for meals for each 
staff member. Secondly, it was intended as a community 
event with low expectations. We didn’t need to plan lots 
of activities or have big outcomes; we just wanted  
people to get together and enjoy some good food. We 
wanted to provide something different for dinner on a 
busy weeknight. By the end of the evening, the food 
truck had served many people and ran out of food!  
Mission accomplished! We’re also talking about how to 
bring Jose’s back for an event in the future.  
 

Please continue to pray for our staff. They work hard 
and face many battles every day. As they work on 
God’s behalf, the devil seeks to divide and discourage. 
Your prayers are appreciated. 
 
 
Stephenie Hovland 
Deaconess Intern 
 

Grace & Growth update 
December 



Crusader 
News! 



St. John’s Child Development Center 

 

News from the  
Red Room 

Look at what we are learning! 
 

The most important thing that we want children to learn 
is to praise God for everything. It is easy to see the  

negative instead of the positive, and we want to find the 
good in all things. Thank you, God.  

 
Self-help skills: 
-Putting on a jacket/coat/sweatshirt all by ourselves! 
 We put the coat on the floor, with the inside of the coat 

facing up. We stand at the hood or tag. Together we 

say, “I put my arms in my sleeves, I flip it over my 

head, and I say WHEE!” 

Math skills: 
-We are learning to count 1-10 and 10-20. 

-We love learning about shapes and how many sides 

  they have. 
 

We want to thank you for allowing us to be part of your 

child’s life. We are given the best gift to see your child 

grow and mature. Watch them blossom as God’s child.  

What an awesome responsibility!  

Thank you, Ms. Annette, 
for reading to us! 

Toddlers and preschool friends say hello 
to our neighbors. 

Hi friends and neighbors! 



St. John’s Ministries Monthly and Special Event Calendar  
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December 

M 02 No School—Christmas Break 
 All Ministries Offices Closed 
Tu 03 Lutherans For Life 
 5:30 p.m., Church All Purpose Room 
Th 05 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
Su 08 Blood Pressure Screening  
 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Church Nursery 
M 09 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 Altar Guild 
 1:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
Tu 10 Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
F 13 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our  website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
Tu 17 LWML 
 6:30 p.m., Church All Purpose Room 
Th 19 Columbia County Healthcare Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Columbia County Healthcare 
M 23 Board of Finance 
 4:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
Tu 31 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Narthex 

January (proposed) 

Th 01 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
Sa 03 Boys Basketball Tournament 
 7:00 a.m. – 3:00p.m., School Gym, Cafeteria, Classrooms 
 Choral Vesper Service 
 5:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
M 05 Health and Wellness 
 1:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
W 07 Advent Midweek Worship 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Advent Dinner hosted by the Child Development 
 Center 
 5:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
F 09 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our  website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
Su 11 Blood Pressure Screening  
 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m., Church Nursery 
M 12 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
Tu 13 Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
W 14 School Advent Christmas Program 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
Th 15 Columbia County Healthcare Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Columbia County Healthcare 
T 20 Board for Christian Education 
 6:30 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
W 21 Advent Midweek Worship 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Sr. and Jr. Youth Group Christmas Party 
 7:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., School Gym 
Th 22 No School—Christmas Break 
F 23 No School—Christmas Break 
 All Ministries Offices Closed 
Sa 24 Christmas by Word and Carols 
 5:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Christmas Candlelight and Communion 
 9:00 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
Su 25 The Nativity of Our Lord 
 Christmas Day worship 
 9:00 a.m., Church Sanctuary 
M 26 No School—Christmas Break 
 All Ministries Offices Closed 
Tu 27 No School—Christmas Break 
 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Church Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Narthex 
We 28 No School—Christmas Break 
Th 29 No School—Christmas Break 
F 31 No School—Christmas Break 
 All Ministries Offices Closed at 12:00 p.m. 
 



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a–3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

 

Office Hours: 
M—F / 7:00a–3:15p 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours:  
M—F /  7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Bob Fairfield 296-4012, Chairman 
Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 

Gene Thompson  697-4786 
Mark Witt  697-0224 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller 369-1845 
Roger Baerwolf 617-6088 

Choir Fund 
$20.00 

In memory of  
Betty Carrington 

 

$63,408.92 
 

 

$2,165.00 
 

$710.00 
 

$115.00 
 

$300.00 

 

$365.00 
 

 

 

$67,063.92 
 

School Tuition  

Relief   
 

 

Total 

Contributions  

 

  

Unified Fund 
  

Capital 

Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund
  

Orphanages  

October 
Memorials and Offerings 
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