
 

 

 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries):  
 

Medical:   
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment:   
 

Mourning:  
 

Other:  
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 

If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name  

added to the prayer list, please contact the church office by 

noon on Wednesdays.  Please be sure that you have the  

permission of the individual before contacting the church  

office to add them to the public prayer list. 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 

members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be 

made or arranged. 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by  

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to 

God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all  

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in  

Christ Jesus.  
-Philippians 4:6-7 

   

  Last Week’s In-person Attendance: 272 
  Unified Received: $10,632.85 
  Other Contributions: $595.00 

  TOTAL: $11,227.85 
  Weekly Unified Needed: $13,975.00 

Please Pray 

Weekly Offerings 

Week of  
September 18, 2022 

Join the  

St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries  

Facebook group for news, 

updates and daily  

encouragement! 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
 

1) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room  near the restrooms.   
 

2) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 
medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

3) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

4) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

5) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  

+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. — Abbreviated service 

+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. — Communion at the rail 

+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. — With Praise Band 
 

Masks are optional at all services. 
 

Livestreaming of the 8:00 a.m. service continues to be  available at 
stjohnsportage.com/live. 

Worship Times 

Ministries Calendar 

Calendar events for the week of September 18, 2022:   

Sunday (18) 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
9:15 a.m.  Praise Band Practice, Church Sanctuary  
 

Monday (19)  
 

Tuesday (20)  
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Church CLC 
1:30 p.m.  Women’s Guild, Church CLC 
4:30 p.m.  GriefShare, Church APR 
6:30 p.m.  Board for Christian Education, Church CLC 
6:30 p.m.  LWML, Church APR 
 

Wednesday (21)  
10:00 a.m. Chapel, Church Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline, 
   Email: churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

4:30 p.m.  Jr. Youth Group, School Gym 
5:00 p.m.  Handbell Choir, Church Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Adult Choir, Church Balcony 
6:30 p.m.  Confirmation Instruction, Church CLC 
6:30 p.m.  Sr. Youth Group, School Gym 
 

Thursday (22)  
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Study, Church CLC 
10:15 a.m. Rachel Bible Study, Church CLC 
2:30 p.m.  Columbia County Healthcare monthly worship 
5:00 p.m.  Staff Teambuilding, School Cafeteria 
5:30 p.m.  Thirsty Souls Bible Study, Church CLC 
 

Friday (23) Church office closed 
 

Sunday (25) 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
9:15 a.m.  Praise Band Practice, Church Sanctuary  
 
 
 
 

Calendar events are subject to change. 
For the most up-to-date calendar information,  
please visit our website, http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar. 



Adopt a Sunday! It’s a fun and easy way to get to 
know your church family.   

 

We encourage families and groups to “Adopt a Sunday” 
by hosting coffee hour on Sunday mornings. Hosting  
coffee hour involves providing a simple snack, making 
coffee, and enjoying fellowship time with our church 
families.  Sign up in the Christian Life Center or email  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com  

Sept. 18:  Handbell Choir 
Sept. 25:  Katharine Meyer & Deb Rohrbeck 

Coffee Hour and Fellowship 

Women’s Guild 

This Weekend’s Lectionary Summary 

PROPER 20—Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
(18 September 2022) 

 

Amos 8:4–7 
1 Timothy 2:1–15 
Luke 16:1–15 
The Lord Is Rich in His Grace and Mercy 
Because God, our Savior, “desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), 
He urges “that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people” (1 Tim. 2:1). 
Christians should so pray “without anger or quarreling,” 
but “adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with  
modesty and self-control” (1 Tim. 2:8, 9). For the Lord 
does not forget “the poor of the land” (Amos 8:4). He 
remembers them according to the foolishness of the 
cross. “For what is exalted among men is an abomination 
in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15). Though we try to  
justify ourselves “before men,” God knows our sinful 
hearts and calls us to repentance (Luke 16:15). Though 
we are “not strong enough to dig,” and we are “ashamed 
to beg” (Luke 16:3), He justifies us by His grace and 
welcomes us into His “eternal dwellings” (Luke 16:9). 
More shrewd than even “the sons of this world” (Luke 
16:8), He requires His stewards of the Gospel to bestow 
forgiveness freely.  

Attention Youth 

You’re invited to 
 

 

Sunday School  
Sundays from 9:15 a.m.–10:15 a.m. 

St. John’s School Cafeteria 
Starting September 18 

Lessons are based on the weekly readings. There will be 
games, Bible lessons, and snacks.  
 

Jr. Youth Group 
Grades 4-7 

Wednesdays from 4:30 p.m.–6:00 p.m. 
St. John’s School Gym 
Starting September 21 

The focus of Jr. Youth Group is Martin Luther’s  
Catechism to help prepare for confirmation. There will be 
pizza and games to help us learn God’s Word. 

Sanctuary Projector 

The new sanctuary projector is fixed! 
 

We still need people willing to assist with the  
operation of the projector at each of our services.  
If you are interested in helping, please email  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) 

Attention ladies of St. John’s! 
LWML meets on Tuesday, September 20, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the All Purpose Room. After a short business meeting, 
we will be viewing a video on  the Mission Grants for 
2021-2023, passed as the LWML Convention in  
Lexington, KY. Bring your mite offerings and a friend. 
We need new members and would love to have you join 
us. 
 

Don’t miss the LWML Fall Gathering, Saturday,  
October 1 at Cross Lutheran in Westport, WI.   
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. A representative from 
the homeless community in Madison will be the speaker. 
The ingathering is school supplies for OGT. 
Join us for Bible study, servant event, and fellowship. A 
light lunch will be served at the close of our gathering. 
For carpooling, call Elaine Hull 608-408-4247. 

Strong Bodies 

Strong Bodies strength training class is starting again 
on September 26. Class will be held on Mondays and 
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the  
Narthex. St. Johns Health and Wellness Committee  
suggests a $30.00 donation to cover all classes from  
September through April. Everyone is welcome. All  
exercises can be modified to match ability. Contact Polly 
Koepp at 745-8887 for more information. Let's get 
stronger together! 

St. John’s Athletics 

St. John's Lutheran School needs concession and 
score table volunteers on 9/26, and 10/17 for   
volleyball games. We are hosting for St. Mary Knights 
Blue Team. Three of our Crusader girls are on this team. 
Contact School Office at 742-9000 option 3 if interested.  

St. John’s Women’s Guild will be meeting on Tuesday, 
September 20 at 1:30 p.m. in the Christian Life Center.  
Please bring 2 dozen bars as we will honor and thank 
members of our police and fire departments who serve 
us faithfully. 

mailto:churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com


St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a–3:30p 
 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

  
School Hours:  

M—F / 7:30a–3:15p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours:  
M—F /  7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012, Chairman 

David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller 369-1845 

Community Events 

Bible Studies 

Join us for fellowship and Bible study! 
 

 Christian Education Hour meets Sundays at 9:15 
a.m. in the Christian Life Center. This is a  
Pastor-led Bible study of The Lutheran Spirituality 
Series: Witness: We Share Our Faith,  
by Klaus Detlev Schulz.  

 

 Sunday School — Learn and Grow Through Christ 
meets on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the School  
Cafeteria.  Sunday School is for families with  
children of all ages. Join us September 18! 

 

 Men’s Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. at 
the Portage Airport.  
We are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
  

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:15 a.m. 
in the Christian Life Center.  
This is a Pastor-led Bible study of the upcoming 
week’s readings.  

 

 Sisters in Christ Bible Study meets Tuesdays at  
6:30 p.m. in the All Purpose Room.  
We will be starting the book of Ruth. Join us  
September 27! 

 

 Esther Bible Study meets Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
in the Christian Life Center.  
We are currently studying the Gospel of John. 

 

 Rachel Bible Study meets Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. 
in the Christian Life Center.  
Join us starting September 8. We will be watching 
and discussing The Chosen series. 

 

 Thirsty Souls Bible Study meets Thursdays at  
5:30 p.m. in the Christian Life Center.  
We are currently studying the book of Colossians. If 
you have questions, please contact Marilyn Jahn,  
608-617-7787. 

Lutheran Education Association 

The Lutheran Education Association will be having 
their triennial convocation in Milwaukee this fall,  
October 6–8. Over 2,000 teachers from Lutheran 
schools will bather under the theme “Together.” To 
make this event a success we depend on the support of 
hundreds of volunteers. We are in need of volunteers to 
assist with registration, greeters, and much more. We 
would be honored to have you help us with making this a  
memorable event. If you are interested in helping, please 
go to the SWD website events – www.swd.lcms.org/
LEA to sign up for volunteer opportunities that are  
available to you.  
 

LEA will reimburse your parking expenses on the day(s) 
that you serve. More information on that will be relayed 
if you choose to volunteer. If you have general questions 
as it relates to volunteering at the convocation, please 
email Chris Cody, cody@swd.lcms.org.  

TRIAD Fall Conference 
TRIAD is law enforcement and  
seniors working together to prevent 
crime and how not to become a  
victim of a crime.   
 

When: October 6 
Time: 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Where: ADRC of Columbia County 
       111 E. Mullett St. Portage  
 

RSVP Required by October 3. Please call 608-742-2174. 
 

Conference Schedule: 
12:00 p.m.—Registration  
1:00 p.m.—Brain Health Presentation 
2:00 p.m.—Elder Abuse Presentation 
3:00 p.m.—Presentation on Scams 
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Sermon Reflections 

Daily Lectionary 
This week’s readings comes from the  
Daily Lectionary found in the  
Lutheran Service Book page 299. 
 

Sunday,  
Neh. 1:1—2:10 & 

1 Tim. 1:1–20 
 

Monday,  
Neh. 2:11–20, 4:1–6 & 

1 Tim. 2:1–15 
 

Tuesday,  
Neh. 4:7–23  & 
1 Tim. 3:1–16 

 

Wednesday,  
Neh. 5:1–16; 6:1–9, 15–16 & 

1 Tim. 4:1–16 
 

Thursday,  
Neh. 7:1–4; 8:1–18 & 

1 Tim. 5:1–16 
 

Friday,  
Neh. 9:22–38 &  
1 Tim. 5:17—6:2 

 

Saturday,  
Neh. 9:22–38 &  
1 Tim. 6:3–21 

 

Stewardship Thoughts  
   

Luke 16:8b – “For the sons of this 

world are more shrewd in dealing 

with their own generation than the 

sons of light.” The sons of this 

world know that they should use 

their wealth wisely to provide for 

their future. Shouldn’t we, as “sons 

of light,” know that the wealth God 

has allowed us to manage should be 

managed for God’s purposes in roles 

He has given us to play in Church, 

home, and society? 

Life Thoughts 
  

September 18 – Pentecost XV 
(Proper 20) – Financial concerns 
often serve as justifications for  
abortion and assisted suicide. The 
Word of the Lord elevates the value 
of a person far above that of any 
money or comfort (Luke 16:9; 1 
Timothy 2:4). Does it even count as 
sacrifice if we must give up  
prosperity or property to gain and 
sustain a person in surprise  
pregnancy or terminal diagnosis? 
Aren’t we always getting the better 
end of the exchange? The Gospel 
guarantees it!  

LCMS Memory  
Verse Challenge 

Let us run with endurance … looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 

the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
 
 

Hebrews 12:1–2 

Readings ________________________ 
 

   ________________________ 

Gospel  ________________________ 

What problem (sin) did the sermon address? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What solution (gospel) was presented for the problem? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What part of the sermon did you find easiest to remember? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________


