
 

 

 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries):  
 

Medical:   

Jane Kaiser 
Long-term Illness/Treatment:   
 

Mourning:  
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 

If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name  

added to the prayer list, please contact the church office by 

noon on Wednesdays.  Please be sure that you have the  

permission of the individual before contacting the church  

office to add them to the public prayer list. 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 

members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be 

made or arranged. 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by  

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to 

God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all  

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in  

Christ Jesus.  
-Philippians 4:6-7 

   

  Last Week’s In-person Attendance: 212 
  Unified Received: $12,894.38 
  Other Contributions: $1,695.00 

  TOTAL: $14,589.38 
  Weekly Unified Needed: $13,975.00 

Please Pray 

Weekly Offerings 

Week of  
July 31, 2022 

Join the  

St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries  

Facebook group for news, 

updates and daily  

encouragement! 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
 

1) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room  near the restrooms.   
 

2) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 
medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

3) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

4) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

5) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  

+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. — Abbreviated service 

+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. — Communion at the rail 

+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. — With Praise Band 
 

Masks are optional at all services. 
 

Livestreaming of the 8:00 a.m. service continues to be  available at 
stjohnsportage.com/live. 

Worship Times 

Ministries Calendar 

Calendar events for the week of July 31, 2022: 
  
Sunday (31) 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Praise Band Practice, Church Sanctuary  
 
Monday (01) 
1:30 p.m.  Health and Wellness, Church CLC 
 
Tuesday (02) 
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Church CLC 
12:00 p.m. RaiseRight (Scrip) order due 
   Email churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com for  
   enrollment information and code. 
 
Wednesday (03) 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline, 
   Email: churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group Outing 
 
Thursday (04) 
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Study, Church CLC 
11:00 a.m. Heritage House Worship 
5:30 p.m.  Thirsty Souls Bible Study, Church CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Athletic Committee Meeting, School Cafeteria 
 
Friday (05) Church office closed 
 
Sunday (07) 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, Church CLC  
9:15 a.m.  Praise Band Practice, Church Sanctuary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar events are subject to change. 
For the most up-to-date calendar information,  
please visit our website, http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar. 
To schedule your group activity, please contact the church office at  



Adopt a Sunday! It’s a fun and easy way to get to 
know your church family.   

 

We encourage families and groups to “Adopt a Sunday” 
by hosting coffee hour on Sunday mornings. Hosting  
coffee hour involves providing a simple snack, making 
coffee, and enjoying fellowship time with our church 
families.  Sign up in the Christian Life Center or email  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com  

July 31:  Johni Stout and  
   Kathy Gerstenkorn 
August 7: Shirley Palmquist and  
   Virginia Laing 

Coffee Hour and Fellowship 

Junior Youth Group 

Scrip is now RaiseRight! You can still support  
St. John’s while you shop! Budget with gift cards and  
support St. John’s Ministries! For example, buy a  
Festival Foods gift card from St. John’s RaiseRight  
program, and a percent of the gift card purchase goes 
back to St. John’s Lutheran Ministries. 
 

Order on Tuesday and pick up on Thursday.  
Or, stop in the church office and pick up a card from our 
stock.  
 

Visit: raiseright.com 
Click: Sign Up 
Enrollment Code: Please call the church office,  
608-742-9000 for the enrollment code. 

Thank You 

This Weekend’s Lectionary Summary 

Scrip RaiseRight 

PROPER 13—Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
(31 July 2022) 

 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 
Colossians 3:1–11 
Luke 12:13–21 
 

Faith in Christ Is Rich Toward God  
 

To live for earthly things “is vanity and a striving after 
wind,” and work that is driven by such vanity “is an  
unhappy business” (Eccl. 1:13–14). The man who lives 
like that has nothing to show for “all the toil and striving 
of heart with which he toils beneath the sun … all his 
days are full of sorrow” (Eccl. 2:22–23). So, too, your 
“covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5), makes a god 
out of that which cannot give you life or happiness. For 
“one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his  
possessions” (Luke 12:15). But “Christ who is your 
life” (Col. 3:4), in giving you Himself, gives you all the 
wealth of heaven. Instead of striving to lay up treasures 
for yourself, be “rich toward God” in Him (Luke 12:21).  

Attention 4th to 6th grade students! 
The new school year is just around the corner. So is  
St. John’s Lutheran Ministries – Youth Group. Last year, 
we did junior youth group once a month, Wednesday 
evening after school. The twelve 4th to 6th-grade  
students who attended wanted more. It was discussed that 
this Junior Youth Group could prepare the youth for  
confirmation. They could have devotions and games  
revolving around the 10 commandments, the Lord’s  
Prayer, and the Apostle’s Creed. And we need to invite 
friends from outside St. John’s School—to include all 
friends of the ministry. To do this we need to find what 
time works best for everyone. Please use the web address 
below to take a survey of opportunities to have a Junior 
Youth Group. We will do our best to meet everyone’s 
needs. Thank you for taking the time to complete this  
survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KFTD3VM 
or use your phone's camera to scan the 
QR code for the survey: 

In the meantime, the Junior Youth Group (those 
starting 4th through 6th grade this fall) are invited for 
a couple fun August events. Please RSVP for both 
events by Monday, August 8th. (I would bold the RSVP 
sentence too) 
 

• Wednesday, August 10th – Junior Youth Group  
Bowl-ing Party from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at J&J’s Lanes in 
Portage. Food & games provided. 
• Wednesday, August 17th – Youth Group Beach Party 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Silver Lake Beach. Food & 
games provided. 
 

Those you do not RSVP by Monday, August 8th to 
youth@stjohnsportage.com or 608-697-2649 will still be 
invited but responsible for their own cost of food & 
games. We would love for all to join us. 

We want to say a big “Thank you”  to all our friends from 
St. John’s Church that helped us celebrate our 70th  
wedding anniversary. We were so honored and humbled 
with all the wishes, cards & hugs. The Food Pantry was 
blessed with $300.00 and some canned items. We are 
blessed by God to have all the people in our lives. Thank 
You and may God bless you!  

Virgil & Gladys Chance 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KFTD3VM
mailto:youth@stjohnsportage.com


St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a–3:30p 
 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

  
School Hours:  

M—F / 7:30a–3:15p 
 

Summer Hours: 
M—Th / 9:00a—12:00p 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours:  
M—F /  7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012, Chairman 

David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller 369-1845 

Community Events Bible Studies 

Join us for fellowship and Bible study! 
 

 Christian Education Hour meets Sundays at 9:15 
a.m. in the Christian Life Center. This is a  
Pastor-led Bible study of The Lutheran Spirituality 
Series: Confession: God Gives Us Truth,  
by John T. Pless.  

 

 Sunday School — Learn and Grow Through Christ 
meets on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the School  
Cafeteria.  Sunday School is for families with  
children of all ages. We are taking a summer break. 
Join us in the fall. 

 

 Men’s Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. at 
the Portage Airport.  
We are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
  

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:15 a.m. 
in the Christian Life Center.  
This is a Pastor-led Bible study of the upcoming 
week’s readings.  

 

 Sisters in Christ Bible Study meets Tuesdays at  
6:30 p.m. in the All Purpose Room.  
We are taking a summer break. Join us in September. 

 

 Esther Bible Study meets Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
in the Christian Life Center.  
We are currently studying the Gospel of John. 

 

 Rachel Bible Study meets Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Christian Life Center. We are taking a  
summer break. Join us in September. 

 

 Thirsty Souls Bible Study meets Thursdays at  
5:30 p.m. in the Christian Life Center.  
All are welcome to join us. This week we are starting 
the book of Esther. If you have questions, please  
contact Marilyn Jahn, 608-617-7787. 

Portage area police, fire, and EMS are hosting  
National Night Out 2022. 
 

When: August 2 
Where: Collipp-Worden Park 
Time: 6:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. 

 

This event will have many activities including a movie in 
the park, Sing 2, starting at dusk. Don’t forget to bring a 
lawn chair and blanket.  

Columbia County Health & Human Services  
American Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

When: August 3 
Where: 111 E. Mullett St. Portage, WI 

Meeting rooms 2 & 3 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Gretchen  
Halvorsen, Columbia County HHS, 608-742-9275 or 
email Gretchen.halvorsen@co.columbia.wi.us. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is hosting their XXVIII 
Annual Fish Boil! 

 

When: August 5 
Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church 
        210 S. Charles St. Westfield, WI 
Time: 4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Ticket Price: Adults–$10.00 
    Children (6-12)–$3.50 
    Children under 6–Free 
Menu: Fish (Cod), Potatoes, Onions, Cole Slaw, Beans, 
      Bread, Beverage, and Dessert 
 

To order tickets, please call 608-296-2088. 
Tickets also available at the door.  
Carry outs are available. 
 

Proceeds will go to the Orphan Grain Train Wisconsin 
branch to help people in need. 



Sermon Reflections 

Daily Lectionary 
This week’s readings comes from the  
Daily Lectionary found in the  
Lutheran Service Book page 299. 
 

Sunday,  
1 Sam. 16:1–23 & 

Acts 25:13–27 
 

Monday,  
1 Sam. 17:1–19 & 

Acts 26:1–23 
 

Tuesday,  
1 Sam. 17:20–47 & 
Acts 26:24—27:8 

 

Wednesday,  
1 Sam. 17:48—18:9 & 

Acts 27:9–26 
 

Thursday,  
1 Sam. 18:10–30 & 

Acts 27:27–44 
 

Friday,  
1 Sam. 19:1–24 &  

Acts 28:1–15 
 

Saturday,  
1 Sam. 20:1–23 &  

Acts 28:16–31 

Stewardship Thoughts  
   

Luke 12:15 – “And he said to 

them, ‘Take care, and be on your 

guard against all covetousness, for 

one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.’ ” 

Coveting is the opposite of being 

content with what God has given us. 

And the cure for coveting is twofold: 

thankfulness to God and generosity 

toward God’s purposes. So be on 

guard against all covetousness. 

Acknowledge that your Father has 

given you all you need, and therefore 

be free and confident in directing the 

mammon of this world toward godly 

purposes. 

Life Thoughts 
  

July 31 – Pentecost VIII (Proper 
13) – Why settle for “my body, my 
choice?” Death used as a solution 
like in abortion or assisted suicide 
offers pride, pleasure, property, and 
popularity, but all these only end up 
in vanity (Ecclesiastes 1:2). The real 
wealth that eyes don’t always see 
and money cannot ever buy comes 
from believing our bodies, hearts, 
and lives belong to the Father and 
Savior who made each one for His 
own (Psalm 100:3). Let God give 
life!  

LCMS Memory  
Verse Challenge 

No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be 

tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation he will also provide 
the way of escape, that you may be 

able to endure it. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 

Readings ________________________ 
 

   ________________________ 

Gospel  ________________________ 

What problem (sin) did the sermon address? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What solution (gospel) was presented for the problem? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What part of the sermon did you find easiest to remember? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________


