
www.stjohnsportage.com 

Worship and Weekly Events 
 

Sundays: 
8:00 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed Hour, Christian Life Center 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
9:15 a.m. Praise Band, Sanctuary  
10:30 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
Tuesdays: 
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Class, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study,  
  Christian Life Center 
Wednesdays:  
10:00 a.m. Chapel, Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline 
  churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir, Balcony  
7:00 p.m. *Youth Group, School Gym 
6:30 p.m. *Confirmation Class,  
  Christian Life Center & All Purpose Room 
7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir, Balcony 
Thursdays: 
8:00 a.m. Esther Bible Study, Christian Life Center 
10:00 a.m. Rachel Bible Class, Christian Life Center 
5:30 p.m. Thirsty Souls Bible Study, 
  Christian Life Center 
Saturdays: 
5:30 p.m. Service of Word and Sacrament 
 

*Youth Group and Confirmation Classes will meet after the midweek 
service. 

April 2022 

Holy Week 
 

Maundy Thursday worship  
with Sacrament 
April 14, 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Tre Ore worship 
April 15, 12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil worship  
with Sacrament 
April 16, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunrise worship  
with Sacrament 
April 17, 6:00 a.m. 
 

Easter Day worship  
with Sacrament 
April 17, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 
Easter breakfast will be served at 
9:15 a.m. on April 17 in the  
Christian Life Center 
 

Easter Egg Hunt will be at 9:15 
a.m. on April 17 in the school gym. 
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Jesus told Peter that he would “build [his] church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” (Matthew 16:18) St. Paul described this church as 
“one body and … you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call—  one Lord, one faith, one  
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6) In many other 
places and using many metaphors, Scripture is clear that 
there is only one Church and that it lasts forever.  
 

Theologians call the church catholic (the Latin word for 
universal). Another term we use for this Church is 
the invisible Church. St. Augustine came up with the 
term because we really do not know absolutely for sure 
who is a Christian and who is not. Only God, who can 
see what is in a person’s heart knows that. Martin  
Luther puts it this way: “these two belong together, faith 
and God. That now, I say, upon which you set your 
heart and put your trust is properly your god.” (Large 
Catechism 1.1.3) 
 
 

Yet the church does not look like it is one at all. “Tho’ 
with a scornful wonder, men see her sore oppressed, by 
schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed” (The 
Church’s One Foundation, Stanza 3) There are  
thousands of denominations, theological positions,  
opposing camps. There are evil people who pretend to 
be holy in their midst. There are religions that pretend to 
be Christian, but in truth, are far from it. And in the 
hearts of every Christian living in this world, sin itself 
still lives and pollutes hearts and minds. We’ve met the 
enemy — and it is us. This is the church we can see. 
Theologians call it the visible church. In the visible 
church, both the save and the lost live together. We take 
people at their word when they say they believe, but 
there are many that are just acting. (hypocrite = Greek 
word for an actor) 
 

Yet even in the visible church, signs of the true,  
invisible church can be seen. Where the Gospel is purely 
preached and the Sacraments rightly administered, there 
the true Church is at work. We call these the marks of 
the church. There Christ builds his church — on the 
rock of His Word and trust in it. Go where you hear his 
voice and you are at home — even on earth! 

Church Words: Invisible 
and Visible Church 

©2019 Robert E. Smith. All rights reserved. Permission granted to 
copy, share and display freely for non-commercial purposes.  

 
Join women of Bethlehem and other area LCMS 
churches for a morning of faith, fellowship and food. 
 

As we in our sinful world muddle through this  
seemingly endless pandemic – too often locked in our 
homes away from the love, support, and fellowship of 
our sisters in Christ – we need to worship our Lord  
together and support each other, near and far. 
 

Join Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) on  
Saturday, April 30, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., in the 
fellowship hall. We will gather for Bible study,  
fellowship, a servant event, lunch, and learning. 
 

 

We will hear speakers Dennis and Betty Andreasen 
from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Reedsburg speak 
about the work of the Orphan Grain Train. The Orphan 
Grain Train encourages God’s people to share personal 
and material resources, bringing Christ’s name and 
character to needy people both far and near. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you! Masks are  
requested, unless Dane County is in a mask mandate in 
which case they will be required. For more information, 
contact Elaine Hull, 608-408-4247 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
300 Broadway Dr. 

Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

Join us for us for Bible Study, fellowship, 
and to learn about the work of  

Orphan Grain Train 
 

In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the  
Orphan Grain Trian movement encourages and  

enables God’s people to share personal and material 
resources in bringing Christ’s name and character to 

needy people both far and near. 



We say creeds together every time we worship together. 
We study and memorize them in confirmation. They 
contain the basic teachings of Scripture that all  
Christians believe. Even Protestant churches that reject 
formal creeds cheerfully confess what they teach. But 
what are they, anyway? 
 

The word creed comes from the Latin word credo which 
means “I believe.” They are statements of what we 
know about God, especially the gospel. In one sense, 
they are salvation history — a statement of how God 
saved us and where we fit in his plan. They are short 
and sweet — something we can take with us forever. 
 

While the Apostles did not write the creeds, the words 
and phrases reflect how the Bible proclaims the Gospel. 
When new Christians were taught the faith in the early 
Church, their teachers had them memorize short  
sentences and phrases that summed up what they  
believed.  When they were baptized, they would recite 
them. Some of these are in the Bible. Here are a few: 
 

Hear, O Israel…” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) 
“There is one God… one Lord…” (1 Corinthians 8:6) 

“Christ died for our sins…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) 
“Jesus Christ is Lord…” (1 Corinthians 12:3), 

(Philippians 2:11) 
 

Over three hundred years, these statements grew in size. 
Christians began to use the same words. In the 4th  
Century, they developed into the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds.  They became ways in which all Christians 
knew Jesus’ story and where they fit in it. When we  
recite the Creed, it reminds us who we are and whose 
we are. 

Catechism: What Is a 
Creed? 

©2018 Robert E. Smith. All rights reserved. Permission granted to 
copy, share and display freely for non-commercial purposes.  

$5,000 from this grant will go towards the work of two 
active centers in Russia. The Hope Center in  
St. Petersburg is a family counseling center which 
trains, educates, and meets the physical needs of all who 
enter. Many different programs, like the Single  
Mother’s Project, is just one example of the needs at this 
location. The other location in the city of Novosibirsk 
has a Pregnancy Counseling and Family Support  
program to support the sanctity of life in a country 
where abortion is extremely high. Through the loving 
outreach of these centers, souls are nurtured to receive 
God’s saving grace.  

Mission Grant Prayer: Dear God of all hope, you sent 
your only Son to redeem the whole world. O God, You 
have opened the doors for the Gospel message to be 
brought to The Hope Center and the Pregnancy  
Counseling and Family Support center in Russia. We 
are bold to ask You increase this $5,000 grant tenfold to 
help cover the costs for both of these ministries. Bless 
the laborers as You grow Your church in Russia. In the 
name of the Savior of all mankind, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

LWML South Wisconsin 
District Mission Grant 
#11 Christ’s Mercy in Russia $15,000  

Living in Hope, Faithfully Focused on Christ  
 

“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  

Romans 12:11-12 

If you would like to support this grant 
please place your dona on in the large 
Mite Box found on the table in the CLC.            
Please feel free to pick up any of the  
materials found on the table. 
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Easter is just around the corner. Other than spending 
way too much money on sugar-filled Easter baskets and 
scrambling to find a nice outfit for Easter Sunday, have 
you thought about other ways to make Easter special? 
Here are a few ideas: 
 

 Attend Lent worship services on Wednesdays before 
Easter. There is no doubt about it. If you want to get 
closer to God and understand more about Jesus’  
victorious resurrection, you need to participate in the 
Divine Services before Easter. They offer different 
experiences than Sunday morning and prepare you 
for the big day. 
 

 Attend Holy Week services. As we participate in 
Holy Week worship, we can partake in the Last  
Supper, feel the sorrow, and know that our sins 
nailed Jesus to the cross. We get a feeling for what 
the disciples experienced. Rather than just being a 
week to check our Easter-dinner grocery list and 
finding our spring sandals, Holy Week brings us 
face to face with the reality of why we need Easter. 
 

 Strip your “altar.” Some churches strip the altar on 
Maundy Thursday, leaving it bare until Easter.  
Consider how you can have that same effect in your 
home. Put away knick knacks and decorations. Strip 
your dining room table: remove the tablecloth and 
let the bare wood show. Put away your more festive 
personal adornments (ornate jewelry, colorful 
scarves, and bright ties) for more conservative  
colors during Holy Week. Then, on Easter Saturday 

(or early Easter Sunday), get everything out!  
Decorate. Wear bright colors. How much more we 
appreciate Easter colors, clothes, and decorations 
when we have gone without! 
 

 Buy some plants or start some seeds. As they sprout 
and grow, you will be reminded of how Jesus was 
buried then rose, how what people thought was  
finished and dead is now alive. It will also remind 
you of your own faith. As the Holy Spirit came to 
you through the waters of Baptism, your faith 
sprouted and grew. Think of your Baptism whenever 
you water your plants. 
 

 Plan your Easter menu. If you’re having people 
over, ask them to bring some of the dishes. Plan 
your schedule so the cook does not miss church. 
 

 Invite people to church and to your table. Do you 
have a lonely neighbor, a single parent who  
struggles to get food on the table, or a recent  
widower at church? Invite them to sit with you at 
church and then share your meal with them. 
 

 Buy items for Easter baskets. It’s fun to shop for 
Easter baskets, but boy is there a lot of sugar!  
Consider replacing some of the candy with things 
that point to Jesus: 

 Arch books about Easter from Concordia 
Publishing House 

 Religious Easter trinkets from Oriental 
Trading 

 Christian jewelry 
 T-shirts with Christian messages 

 

No matter how you observe Easter, remember that it 
should always point to Christ and not our efforts. Pray 
about how you can celebrate Easter in a God-honoring 
way this year. 
 
 
Stephenie Hovland 
Deaconess Intern 

Are You Ready for  
Easter? 



Luther’s Large 
Catechism 
In this edition of the Cornerstone, we continue to 
publish portions of Luther’s Large Catechism for your 
continued growth in God’s Word. The text for this 
series is taken from the Triglotta, a public domain 
version of The Book of Concord. For a more up-to-date 
reading, consider purchasing Concordia: The Lutheran 
Confessions at cph.org.  

The Fourth Commandment (Part 4) 
 

Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother. 
 

In this commandment belongs a further statement 
regarding all kinds of obedience to persons in authority 
who have to command and to govern. For all authority 
flows and is propagated from the authority of parents. 
For where a father is unable alone to educate his 
[rebellious and irritable] child, he employs a 
schoolmaster to instruct him; if he be too weak, he 
enlists the aid of his friends and neighbors; if he departs 
this life, he delegates and confers his authority and 
government upon others who are appointed for the 
purpose. Likewise, he must have domestics, man-
servants and maid-servants, under himself for the 
management of the household, so that all whom we call 
masters are in the place of parents and must derive their 
power and authority to govern from them. Hence also 
they are all called fathers in the Scriptures, as those who 
in their government perform the functions of a father, 
and should have a paternal heart toward their 
subordinates. As also from antiquity the Romans and 
other nations called the masters and mistresses of the 
household patres- et matres-familiae, that is, 
housefathers and housemothers. So also they called their 
national rulers and overlords patres patriae, that is, 
fathers of the entire country, for a great shame to us who 

would be Christians that we do not likewise call them 
so, or, at least, do not esteem and honor them as such. 

 

Now, what a child owes to father and mother, the same 
owe all who are embraced in the household. Therefore 
man-servants and maid-servants should be careful not 
only to be obedient to their masters and mistresses, but 
also to honor them as their own fathers and mothers, and 
to do everything which they know is expected of them, 
not from compulsion and with reluctance, but with 
pleasure and joy for the cause just mentioned, namely, 
that it is God’s command and is pleasing to Him above 
all other works. Therefore they ought rather to pay 
wages in addition and be glad that they may obtain 
masters and mistresses to have such joyful consciences 
and to know how they may do truly golden works; a 
matter which has hitherto been neglected and despised, 
when, instead, everybody ran, in the devil’s name, into 
convents or to pilgrimages and indulgences, with loss 
[of time and money] and with an evil conscience. 

 

If this truth, then, could be impressed upon the poor 
people, a servant-girl would leap and praise and thank 
God; and with her tidy work for which she receives 
support and wages she would acquire such a treasure as 
all that are esteemed the greatest saints have not 
obtained. Is it not an excellent boast to know and say 
that, if you perform your daily domestic task, this is 
better than all the sanctity and ascetic life of monks? 
And you have the promise, in addition, that you shall 
prosper in all good and fare well. How can you lead a 
more blessed or holier life as far as your works are 
concerned? For in the sight of God faith is what really 
renders a person holy, and alone serves Him, but the 
works are for the service of man. There you have 
everything good, protection and defense in the Lord, a 
joyful conscience and a gracious God besides, who will 
reward you a hundredfold, so that you are even a 
nobleman if you be only pious and obedient. But if not, 
you have, in the first place, nothing but the wrath and 
displeasure of God, no peace of heart, and afterwards all 
manner of plagues and misfortunes. 

 

Whoever will not be influenced by this and inclined to 
godliness we hand over to the hangman and to the 
skeleton-man. Therefore let every one who allows 
himself to be advised remember that God is not making 
sport, and know that it is God who speaks with you and 
demands obedience. If you obey Him, you are His dear 
child; but if you despise to do it, then take shame, 
misery, and grief for your reward. 



April—6 Crusader News! 

Crusader Calendar — April 
 

Join us for Midweek  
Lent Service 

10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  
Wednesdays in the church sanctuary. 

 
15 – 18 Easter Break 

Canoes on Parade  
The Portage Chamber of Commerce asked St. John’s Lutheran 
School to participate in the Canoes on Parade. Mrs. Hintz was  
excited and accepted the invitation to participate immediately. 
Mrs. Hintz and the students have been working hard on  
representing what education looks like in Portage, WI. These will 
be the last sneak peek pictures of our canoe. The canoe will be 
picked up in April, and more information will be shared at that 
time. Way to go, Crusaders!  

Our Crusaders held a penny war during  
spirit week. All proceeds from the  
penny war fundraiser were donated to 
The Market, located in the Portage High 
School. For more information on The 
Market, visit  
https://www.portage.k12.wi.us/
district/the-market.cfm. 

Each penny counts as one 
positive point for YOUR 
classroom. Each dollar or 
silver coin counts as  
negative points for  
OTHER classrooms. In 
other words, dropping a 
quarter in another  
classroom’s bucket takes 
25 points from their  
total.  
 

 

Kindergarten had three 
buckets full of pennies! 

5th and 6th brought in dollars for the win! 



April 1 
Gretchen Hintz 

Jeannine Mueller 
Rebecca Thompson 

 

April 2 
Mandi Herwig 
Greta Loomans 
Elowyn Nichols 
Brian Schneider 
Stefanie Yahnke 

 

April 3 
Louis Hurd 
Kevin Jonas 

Zoe Opalewski 
Marie Raimer 

Barbara Wolfgram 
 

April 4 
Sandra Hutler 

Brandon Kleist 
Stephanie Reynolds 

Matthew Witt 
 

April 5 
Easton Jones 

Hunter Yahnke 
 

April 6 
Eugene Pribnow 

 

April 7 
Ryan Gitzlaff 
Gracie Kohn 

Trinity Rietmann 

April 8 
Kathryn Colucci 
Mary Loomans 
Julia Witkowski 

 

April 9 
Caleb Kempley 

 

April 10 
Hannah Davenport 
Isabella Opalewski 

 

April 12 
Kathleen Bernander 

Bryan Schumann 
 

April 13 
Lauren Jonas 

Bowen Snyder 
 

April 14 
Janice Hartwig 

Leah Hutchinson 
Barbra Steinhaus 

Alicia Wilcox 
 

April 15 
Bonnie Horton 

Bailie Jones 
Lilliana Jones 

Johnathan Loomans 
Benjamin Neumann 

Gina Pellmann 
 

 
 
 

April 17 
Sheila Fredrick 
Odyssey Nagy 
Nicole Powers 

 

April 18 
Mark Schlinkert 

 

April 19 
Ellen Caflisch 

Hope Carrington 
Jeffrey Jones 

Amy Schlinkert 
Gerald Schumann 

Laura Wilson 
 

April 20 
Eric Smith 

Brody Wade 
 

April 21 
Lois Schmidt 

 

April 22 
David Hutchinson 
McKenna Kabele 

 

April 23 
Timmie Carlin 

Benjamin Herwig 
Randy Tomlinson 

Chase Wolff 
 

 
 
 
 

April 24 
Adell Behnke 

Sandra Gustafson 
Shane Schmidt 
Isaiah Smith 
Ann Yahnke 

 

April 25 
Susan Budka 

George Koepp 
Marta Leeland 

Stacy Opalewski 
Karen Riewe 

Aaron Stanford 
Landon Walker 

 

April 26 
James Atkinson 
Nicole Isakson 
Cayson Kiefer 

 

April 27 
Reigh Nichols 

Sharon Norland 
 

April 29 
Debra Drew 

Jean Klappstein 
Thomas Mittlesteadt 
Kimberly Rohrbeck 

 

April 30 
David Dreyer 

Robert Hintz Sr 
Elaine Schehr 
Jane Wenker  

Keith & Betty Nollenberg — April 1 
Jason & Sarah Zimmerman — April 2 
Tom & Barbra Steinhaus — April 4 
Brian & Jennifer Kabele — April 6 
Ronald & Adell Behnke — April 9 
David & Julie Gussel — April 16 

Dennis & Wendy Powers — April 17 
James & Mary Kabele — April 18 

Michael & Sara Kowalski — April 19 
Wayne & Mary Jo Perry — April 20 
Dean & Nancy Malloy — April 22 

Richard & Kim Weishoff — April 23 
Robert & Janice Hartwig — April 26 

Lucas & Emily Eicher — April 27 
Timothy & Marie Raimer — April 28 

_Éäx 
 

one another with genuine affection,  
and take delight in 

[ÉÇÉÜ|Çz 
one another. 

Romans 12:10 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
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In February, all greenroomers have been interested in 
learning about our bodies and enjoying the songs and 
activities.  
 

In March, we started the month celebrating Dr. Seuss 
with books, activities and a pet clinic. Then we learned 
about spring. We talked about how the weather changes 
and how we have to change our clothes and shoes for 
the weather. Finally we learned about the life cycles of 
living things like plants, birds, and insects. 
 

We continue to practice counting items and matching 
them to numbers. We practice our rhyming words and  
learning new letters. In March we learned Kk, Yy, and 
Zz. 
 

Children learn best in a familiar and natural play setting. 
We encourage families to work on letters, numbers, and 
shape recognition by using grocery boxes or a calendar.  

News from  
St. John’s Child Development Center 

We love to make food for 
our friends and teachers! 

We love to hear our 
teacher read  

Chicka Chicka  
Boom Boom 

From the Green Room From the Yellow Room 

 

2022 Easter Egg Hunt  
Easter Sunday 

9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
school gymnasium 

Hosted by St. John’s Youth 
Group 

Candy & egg-sized toys needed 
for Easter Egg Hunt. 

St. Jon’s Youth Group  
will fill eggs on 4/6 & 4/13. 

Boxes located at church  
coat area.  

Wednesday, April 20th  
4:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  

St. John’s Lutheran School Gym 
Youth Group will entertain your 

child(ren) so you can have free time!  
Free-will donation accepted.  

Suggested donation, $5/child/hour 
Supper will be served.  

RSVP to 608-697-2649 by April 15th BRAT HUT  Fundraiser 
Saturday, April 9th  

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Festival Foods Brat Hut 

For the St. John’s Youth Group 
National Youth Gathering. 

St. John’s  
Youth Group  

news and events. 



Blessed Shall You Be 
 

“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you 
be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb 
and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, 
the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed 
shall you be when you go out.” (Deuteronomy 28:3-6) 
 

This is God’s promise to the Israelites as they stood  
beyond the Jordan outside of the Promised Land. He 
promises blessing to His people. He will make them 
prosper, whether they are in the city or the field. He will 
make their fruit of their work to prosper, whether from 
the ground, their wombs, their flocks, or their herds. He 
will make them to prosper in all things, whether upon 
their coming in or their going out. 
 

But there’s a catch. He would do this for Israel only “if 
you obey the voice of the LORD your God.” (Deut. 
28:2b) If they did that, He would cause that “all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake 
you.” (Deut. 28:2a). If they didn’t obey the voice of the 
Lord, if they didn’t keep the commandments of the Lord 
and “walk in his ways” (Deut. 28:9), they would be met 
with curse and woe. The blessings would be replaced 
with curses. Everything that the Lord promised to  
prosper and bless would be cursed and fail. 
 
 

Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus Christ has come 
into our flesh and fulfilled the law for us – in our place 
and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ died for us – 
in our place and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead for us – in our place and for our 
benefit. By this we have justification before God. We 
are forgiven, clean, holy, and righteous. The blessing of 
God is promised to us in Christ Jesus. It depends upon 
his work, not ours. 
 

All this is ours in Holy Baptism. For in Holy Baptism, 
God claims us as His own, makes us His children, His 
heirs, and His holy people. And so it is that the work of 
our hands and its fruit is holy because we are holy in 
Christ. It is pressed into His service, and it thereby  
becomes a blessing to us and to our neighbor. 
 

For this great gift, our reception of the blessings of God 
because of Christ Jesus our Lord, it is our duty to thank 
and praise, serve, and obey Him. This is not in order to 
receive the blessings but because in Christ we already 
have. With this in mind, we sit down on the first day of 
the week and set aside as He has prospered us to give to 
His church for His work of blessing in our midst  
(1 Cor. 16:2).  

 
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
Newsletter Article – April 2022 

Orphan Grain Train Project 
 
The public school confirmation 
class for 6th and 7th graders will 
be assembling hygiene kits on 
Wednesday, April 27th in the 
Christian Life Center, and you’re  
invited to come help! Thank you 
for all the donations so far! But 
that is just the beginning. The LWML and St. John’s 
School are joining to make this an even  
bigger project! We are all invited to keep collecting  
supplies and monetary donations. LWML’s goal is to 
make at least 80 complete kits to celebrate 80 years of 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Boxes are 
set up in the coatroom at church to collect the supplies: 
dark bath towels, dark wash cloths, full-size bars of 
soap, plastic soap boxes, toothbrushes, combs,  
band-aids, personal size facial tissues, and nail clippers. 
Watch the bulletin for more details. Go to https://
www.ogt.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/OGT-
Hygiene-Kits-1.pdf for specifics about the donation 
items. 



St. John’s Ministries Monthly and Special Event Calendar  

April—10 

April May (proposed) 

Calendar events are subject to change. 
For the most up-to-date calendar information,  
please visit our website, 
http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar. 
 

To schedule your group activity, please contact the church office 
at 608-742-9000 or email churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 

 
 

S 01 Celebration of Pastor’s Hovland’s 25th 
 Anniversary of his Ordination 
 11:30 a.m., School Gym 
 

M 04 Nomination Committee,  
 6:30 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

W 06 Lent Worship 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 Jr. Youth Group 
 3:30 p.m., School Gym 
 Lent Dinner hosted by Jr. Youth Group, 
 5:30 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

Th 07 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
 

F 08 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our  website, 
 stjohnsportage.com/resources/the cornerstone submission 
 guidelines 
 

M 11  Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 

Tu 12 Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 14  Maundy Thursday 
 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
 

F 15 Good Friday Tre Ore Service 
 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Su 17 Easter Sunrise Worship 
 6:00 a.m. 
 Easter Breakfast 
 9:15 a.m., Christian Life Center 
 Easter Egg Hunt  
 9:15 a.m., School Gym 
 

M 18 Ministries offices closed 
 

Tu 19 Board of Christian Education 
 6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

W 20 Youth Group Babysitting 
 4:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m., School Gym 
 

Th 21 Columbia County Healthcare Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Columbia County Healthcare 
 Board of Trustees 
 6:00 p.m., All Purpose Room 
 

M 25 Finance Board, 
 4:30 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

Tu 26 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Church Office Conference Room 
 Sisters in Christ 
 6:30 p.m., All Purpose Room 
 

W 27 Confirmation Practice, 
 6:30 p.m., Church Sanctuary 
 Assemble Orphan Grain Train Kits, 
 7:00 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

 
 

Su 01 Confirmation Service 
 10:30 a.m. 
 

W 04 Jr. Youth Group 
 3:30 p.m., School Gym 
 

Th 05 Heritage House Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m., Heritage House 
 

M 09 Tivoli Monthly Worship 
 10:00 a.m., Tivoli 
 Altar Guild 
 6:30 p.m., All Purpose Room 
 

Tu 10  Executive Committee 
 6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 

F 13 Cornerstone Submission Deadline 
 12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 Submission Guidelines can be found on our 
 website, stjohnsportage.com/resources/the 
 cornerstone submission guidelines 
 

Tu 17  Women’s Guild 
 1:30 p.m., Christian Life Center   

Th 19 Columbia County Healthcare Monthly Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Columbia County Healthcare 
 Board of Trustees 
 6:00 p.m., All Purpose Room 
 

M 23 Finance Board 
 4:30 p.m., All Purpose Room 
 

Tu 24 Board of Elders 
 6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center 
 Prayer Shawls 
 6:00 p.m., Church Office Conference Room 
 

M 30 Memorial Day 
 No School 
 Ministries offices closed 
  



St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
850 Armstrong Street 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608) 742-9000   

fax 742-7154 
 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a–3:30p 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
A Nationally Accredited School 

430 West Emmett  
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000  
 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

  
School Hours:  

M—F 7:30a–3:15p 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Child Development  
Center 

A Five-Star Rated Center 
426 West Emmett 

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000 

 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours: M—F /  
7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. 
Feel free to contact us wherever you 
are, with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller 369-1845, Chair 
 
 

Portals of Prayer 
$345.00 

In memory of  
Alice Welsh, 

Bob Brozowski 
 

Undesignated 
$740.00 

In memory of  
Bob Brozowski, 

Arlene Neale 
 

Unified 
$100.00 

In memory of  
Bob Brozowski, 

Altar Guild 
$20.00 

In memory of  
Arlene Neale 

 
Organ Fund 

$145.00 
In memory of  
Don Koepp 

 
School 
$20.00 

In memory of  
Don Koepp 

 
 

 

$52,246.00 
 

 
$900.00 

 

$967.00 
 

$60.00 
 

$245.00 

 
$480.00 

 

 
$0.00 

 
$100.00 

 
 

$54,998.00 
 

School Tuition  
Relief   
 

Pennies for 
Preachers 
 

Organ 
 
Total 
Contributions  

Unified Fund   

Capital 
Improvements 
 

Missions  
 

Almoners Fund  

Orphanages  

February 
Memorials and Offerings 
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