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End of 2nd Quarter 
(Check with Teacher on Late Assignments)  

&  

No School Monday! 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN... 

 On February 18, 1958, my Uncle Ted and Aunt Georgia 
had a baby named Mark. You might say, “Why mention this?” 
Like many parents, they we excited when they found out they 
were going to have their fourth child. Several months before the 
birth the doctor sat down with them and told them that  
something was terribly wrong. With some additional testing 
they discovered that Markie, as he was to be known, was born 
with an extra chromosome which caused him to suffer from 
Down Syndrome. He had a severe mental deficiency with an IQ  
estimated to be in the 50-60 range. They were also told that he 
would most likely not live to his teenage years. 

 With all this knowledge, there was certainly a degree of disappointment and some sadness, 
but yet they lovingly took him home and wrapped him with their love. As I grew up, my family would 
see Markie on a regular basis. Yes, he was slower than most, but he did have a simpleness to him 
that could be admired. He was taught to love Jesus, and he would go out of his way to share his 
faith with anyone he met. When my uncle died in the late 1990’s, he stood at the casket and was 
telling everyone that his daddy was in heaven. This was not a meaningless life. God had purpose for 
him. In Psalm 139 we read, 

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, 

the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

(Psalm 139:13–16) 

One can only imagine how many lives he touched by his simple witnessing to the hope that 
was in him. God knew this all. 

Sadly, this week marks a tragic and sad time in our country’s history. Forty-nine years ago 
this week, the Supreme Court opened the door to allow abortions in our country. Since that time, the 
cheapening of life has expanded to include assisted suicide and, in some states, directed suicide 
which allows family members to end a life because it is a burden on them or society. Most recently, a 
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“In All Things” is the theme for the 2022 National Lutheran Schools Week celebration. National  

Lutheran Schools Week provides our network of more than 1,800 LCMS preschools, elementary 

schools and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among us 

in Lutheran schools. 

We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent  

academic preparation for the children we serve. We are 

most grateful for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing 

love with children and their families. 

National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity 

to proclaim these great blessings within the communities 

we serve. Our schools are amazing incubators for faithful 

witness of God’s love for us through Christ by teachers 

and students alike. 

Watch for Facebook post sharing this celebratorily week!  

new television series called Squid Game (and spin off video games) shows people being killed in 
mass numbers in a game show format. Life in our society has become so expendable that we think 
nothing of this or have become callous to it. If Markie were born today, many physicians would  
recommend that he should be aborted. 

Even though our society may not value life, our loving God does. 
He values our life so much that He came down and died for our sins and 
rose from the dead so that we can have life eternally with Him forever in 
heaven. Our value and the value of life does not come from ourselves, 
but it comes from our Lord. “But now thus says the Lord, he who  
created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine’” (Isaiah 43:1). 
Redeemed means purchased. St. Paul emphasizes this again when he 
writes, “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So,  
glorify God in your body” (I Corinthians 6:19b–20). 

We honor God by respecting our own life and the lives of others 
around us in our society. God has called us to be the light in this world 
for those who are defenseless and unable to protect themselves. This 
includes the unborn. 

God has a purpose for each and every life. They all belong to Him as Creator and also as 
Redeemer. My cousin Markie’s life may have seemed pointless to many, but God called him in the 
same we are called and made His children through baptism. He was redeemed the same way we 
were redeemed. He is celebrating in heaven today in the same way that we who believe in Jesus 
Christ we will all be celebrating someday. 

- Continued from page 1 
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St. John’s Lutheran Ministry admits children of any race, color, national and ethnic origins to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities  

generally accorded or made available to children of the Ministry. It does not discriminate based on race, color, national and ethnic origin in  

administration of its educational policies, admission policies, athletic, or other  administered programs.  

Tuesday, January 25th  
 

4:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  
 

all  families are invited.  

430 W Emmett 
Portage, WI 53901 

Come meet St. John’s 4K teacher, Mrs. Megan Curtis,  
Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Marta Winkelmann, and all our teachers. 

 
Everyone is welcomed to come and take a tour of St. John’s Lutheran 

Child Development Center & School.  
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Positive For COVID-19 (Isolate) 
Everyone in the household, regardless of  
vaccination status. 

Isolate at home for 5 days. 
If they have no symptoms or their symptoms are resolving 

after 5 days, they can leave the house. 
Must wear a well-fitted mask around others for 5  

additional days (days 6-10). 
If the above cannot be met, default to 10 days isolation at 

home. 
Exposed household members, test on day 5, if possible.  

 If anyone in the household has a fever, continue to stay home until the 
fever resolves. If they become symptomatic, isolate for 5 days from the 
onset of symptoms. 

Close Contacts (Quarantine): 

Close Contacts (vaccinated recently): 
Have received a COVID-19 vaccine booster shot 
OR 
Completed the primary series or Pfizer or Moderna  
vaccine within the last 6 months 
OR 
Completed the primary series of J&J vaccine within 
the last 2 months 
OR 
Had a confirmed or antigen probable case of  
COVID-19 test within the past 90 days 

  
Wear a mask around others for 10 days. 
Test on day 5, if possible. 

  
If  close contacts develop symptoms, they should get a test and stay 
home until a negative test confirms symptoms are not attributed to 

COVID-19. 

Close Contacts (NOT vaccinated): 
Completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna  
vaccine over 6 months ago and are not boosted 
OR 
Completed the primary series of J&J over 2 months 
ago and are not boosted 
OR 
Are unvaccinated or partially-vaccinated 
OR 
Had COVID-19 more than 90 days ago 

       Stay home for 5 days.  
       Test on day 5, if possible. 

Must wear a well-fitted mask around others for 5  
additional days (days 6-10). 

If the above cannot be met, default to 10 days isolation at 
home. 

 If they have a fever, continue to stay home until the fever resolves. If 
they become symptomatic, isolate for 5 days from the onset of  
symptoms. 

Other important details: 

 Please contact school office with all positive COVID-19 test or close contacts.  

 All homework will be delivered by school staff during isolation. Please log into Sycamore daily for  

attendance requirements. If you do not log into Sycamore for attendance your student will be marked  

absent.  Make arrangements with homeroom teacher for completed homework.  

 Upon returning to school from isolation, a mask will be mandated for the remaining days and if possible a 

negative test result when available. 

 If vaccinated, please provide the school office the official vaccination card or Wisconsin 

Immunization Registry (WIR) record. All immunizations in the state of Wisconsin are  

recorded in the WIR. For help to find the WIR, log into Sycamore, go to documents, and 

find “Looking for my child’s WIR record.  

 All of the above information will be kept private! 

COVID-19 Quarantine Protocol @ St. John’s Lutheran School 

Per CDC recommendations released, Monday, December 27, 2021.  
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IMPORTANT  

EMMETT STREET REMINDERS 
• NO leaving your car on Emmet Street in front 

of school.  Emmett St. is for drop-off only & not 

in the bus zone. Help us make room for a safe 

bus pick—up & room for the snow plows!  

• On Fridays when the public school is done at 

1p.m., the Riteway Bus company provides our 

students bus services BUT do not go to the 

school commons. They take your student home. 

Due to the shortage of Bus Drivers, they require 

us to be consistent with who is riding the bus on 

these Fridays.  Please let us know . 

• Thank you for helping us be respectful to the 

bus company & the city snow plow.  

School Dress Code Reminder 
In the School Handbook on page 12, it addresses  

appropriate attire for school. The handbook shares. 

“messages and images on items worn or brought to school 

must be appropriate to a Christian school  

environment.  

This would include shirts from Squid Games. 

In the case of inappropriate clothing, the parent will be  

notified and may be required to bring replacement clothing 

for the child to wear before he or she is allowed to attend 

class. 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR:  

 Winter Hat 

 Mittens or Gloves 

 Scarf 

 Boots 

 Winter Jacket 

 Snow pants 

We do not want your child to freeze at recess!  

One more reminder!  

Do Not forget  to bring your 

water bottles to school.  

Help us keep our students  

hydrated.  

St. John’s Lutheran School will  

follow the Portage Community 

School District regarding  

SNOW 

DAYs! 
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LAST Chapel  

for 2nd Quarter Offering to the 

Lutheran Bible Translators! 

We have raised over 
$300 thus far. Help us 
get to $400. We have 2 
weeks left for this  
offering.  

Parents feel free to join us for Chapel,  

Wednesday January 26th at 10 a.m. 

Valentines,  

another  

opportunity to let 

someone know 

you are thinking 

about them. The 

school has generated 

a list of church  

member’s addresses called Homebound List 2022. 

This list can be found in Sycamore under the  

Documents tab. Find time to make someone smile!   

When buying your groceries, do not 

forget to scan your receipts for  

"St Johns Lutheran School" and help 

us raise money for our  curriculum. 

This is a super-easy way to raise money for your 

school and it doesn’t cost you a thing. Use the “Box 

Tops for Education” app. Download the app today 

and start scanning your  receipts!  

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries have received  
$4028.27 from January 1st to December 31st in 

Scrip dollars. This is appreciated! Thank you to those 
using Scrip. 

  

 Join us in raising money for your child’s tuition and 
our ministry at St. John’s. Let us join together  and 

double this amount for 2022!  
 

Download the app, “RaiseRight by ShopwithScrip ” 
and get started  raising money  while you shop.  

Information @ http://www.stjohnsportage.com/fundraising 

Butter Braid Fundraiser 
February 14—28 

Order can be placed with the CDC children, the students,  
or the ministries offices.  

Proceeds benefit the Ministry Playgrounds 

Watch for more information in the coming weeks.  

https://app.sycamoreschool.com/public_documents.php?id=3226&docid=1939346
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St. John’s Lutheran  
School Mission 

Equipping God’s Children,  
Nurturing Faith, &  

Training for Life 

Prayer Request 

Please keep these people in  

prayer: 

 Our healthcare workers,  

 Those sick,  

 & those grieving loss . 

Did you know that St. John’s  

Lutheran School has a closed  

Facebook page? We reserve the 

page for our close friends and 

family. We use it to enrich your 

faith, share what your child did 

during the day, reminders of  

important events, and to share Scrip and Box 

Tops deals! We hope you can join us on our 

page.   

Look for : “St. John’s Lutheran  

Ministries Schools—Official.” 

Community Events 

Check out these website calendars for details of many 

events: 

https://www.portagelibrary.us/calendar/month 

https://business.portagewi.com/events/calendar/ 

https://portage.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=4365 

Important Dates to Remember:  

January 24th—No School/ Teacher In-
service 

January 25th—Open House (see page 2) 

January 23rd—29th—National Lutheran Schools 
Week 

February 14th—Butter braid  Fundraising Starts 

February 21st—No School 

February 26th– All students sing at 
Church 

February 26th—School Dance 

Boy’s & Girl’s Basketball Practice 
Looking to work on your  
basketball skills? 
School Gym 
January & February  
Mondays & Thursdays  
4:45-6:00 p.m.  
Grades 4 through 8  
* Athletic Physical Needed 

Congratulations Kloe! You were right! 

There were 17 snowflakes in last week’s 

Crusader Chronicle.  Thank you! How many 

snowflakes do you count in the  

January 14th Crusader Chronicle? Bring your  

correct answer to the school  office for a  

Smarties Lollipop! 
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Canoes on Parade 

St. John’s Lutheran School was asked by our Portage 

Chamber of Commerce to participate in ‘Canoes on  

Parade.’ Mrs. Hintz was excited to accept the offer and 

has brought together a group of enthusiastic artist . Our  

Canoe theme is education. Pictures will be shared  

throughout the process but the completed canoe will be 

revealed with all canoes being created this late spring.  

#PortageCanoesonParade 

From Email sent 1/18/22: 
Dear Parents,   
         As many of you are aware, we have been searching for a teacher since late spring and were unable to find one.  There have 
been many prayers offered over the past nine months as we waited for the Lord to provide a qualified teacher who can join the 
ministry at St. John’s.  This has been a long process in which it would have been very easy to feel that God wasn’t listening, but 
God had plans.  The prophet Isaiah wrote, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord” (Isaiah 5:8). 
           Today I am pleased to report, that we have found and contracted a full time teacher to complete the remainder of the 21-22 
school year. 
            Ms. Stephanie Reynolds will be joining the staff in the coming weeks and will begin teaching in the classroom on Monday, 
January 31st.  Ms. Reynolds is a member of St. John’s, has two young children, and brings enthusiasm for the continued ministry 
that takes place in our school program. We will send more information to you in the coming weeks. 
         Although Ms. Reynolds will be teaching throughout the building, her primary responsibility will be to teach the 4th grade in 
math, language arts, and reading.  She will also help out by teaching other classes throughout the building. The details of the 
schedule are still being finalized. 
       We look forward to welcoming her to the St. John’s family. Please keep her and our entire staff in your prayers. 
 In Christ, 
 James F. Krupski 


