
 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries):  
 

Medical:   

Donald Koepp 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment:   

Tom Waddell,  

Lani Kohrt (daughter-in-law of Don and Carol Kohrt) 
 

Mourning:  

The Family of Robert Brozowski 

The Family of Charlie Kirchenwitz 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 

If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name  

added to the prayer list, please contact the church office by 

noon on Wednesdays.  Please be sure that you have the  

permission of the individual before contacting the church  

office to add them to the public prayer list. 
 
 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 

members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be 

made or arranged. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  Last Week’s In-person Attendance: 269 
  Unified Received: $12,235.00 
  Other Contributions: $825.00 

  TOTAL: $13,060.00 
  Weekly Unified Needed: $13,750.00 

Please Pray 

Weekly Offerings 

Week of  
February 06, 2022 

Join the  

St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries  

Facebook group for news, 

updates and daily  

encouragement! 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
 

1) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room  near the restrooms.   
 

2) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 
medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

3) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

4) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

5) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  

+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. — Abbreviated service 

+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. — Communion at the rail 

+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. — With Praise Band 
 

Masks are optional at all services. 
 

Livestreaming of the 8:00 a.m. service continues to be  available at 
stjohnsportage.com/live. 

Worship Times 

Ministries Calendar 

Calendar events for the week of February 06, 2022:  
 

Sunday (06) 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Church CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, Church CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Praise Band Practice, Church Sanctuary 
Monday (07) 
4:00 p.m.  Grief Share, Church CLC 
6:30 p.m.  New Member Class, Church CLC 
Tuesday (08)  
6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study, Portage Airport 
9:15 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Church CLC 
6:00 p.m.  Executive Meeting, Church CLC 
6:30 p.m.  Voters Meeting, Church CLC 
Wednesday (09) 
10:00 a.m. Chapel, Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m. Weekly Announcements Deadline, 
   Email: churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
5:00 p.m. Handbells Practice, Church Balcony 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class, Church CLC & APR 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group, School Gym 
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice, Church Balcony 
Thursday (10) 
   Church office closed 
   11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m.  Esther Bible Study, Church CLC 
5:30 p.m.  Thirsty Souls Bible Study, Church CLC 
Friday (11) 
12:00 p.m. Cornerstone Newsletter Deadline, 
   Email: churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
7:00 p.m.  Youth Group Lock In,  
   7:00 p.m.—7:00 a.m., School Gym 
Sunday (13) 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour and Fellowship, Church CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School, School Cafeteria 
9:15 a.m.  Christian Education Hour, Church CLC 
9:15 a.m.  Praise Band Practice, Church Sanctuary 
 

Calendar events are subject to change. 
For the most up-to-date calendar information,  
please visit our website, 
http://www.stjohnsportage.com/st-johns-calendar. 



We’re Hiring 

Join the Projector Team 
Do you miss using the screen during the Saturday 5:30 
p.m. and Sunday 8:00 a.m. services? We need your help 
to make this happen. As soon as we have at least eight 
committed volunteers, we will begin using the projector 
again. Let’s share the responsibilities of having worship 
services together — receiving the gifts of Christ and 
praising His name — whether it be as a projector 
operator, an usher, or a greeter. If you are ready to 
commit to this service opportunity, please email the 
church office at churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 
 

• Be aware of the flow and regular pattern of the 
worship service. 

• Be able to sit in the balcony and operate the 
computer to advance the slides. 

• Advance the slides in a timely manner for the 
worshipers to participate. 

• Have the joy of Jesus while you serve His people. 
 

You do NOT need to be a young person to do this. 
Training is available. 

Pastor’s Call 

Volunteers Needed 

Voters Meeting 

Crusader News 

Youth Group 

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries 
Youth Group 

Meets Wednesdays  
6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Grades 7 and up.  
St. John’s Lutheran School Gym 

 

Enjoy fellowship and Bible study in an environment 
where you can be who God intended you to be. 

Youth Group Fundraisers:  
 

Babysitting for Valentines: 2/16 from 4:30 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m. at School Gym. 
Lent Dinner: 3/02 
Mystery Murder Dinner: 3/26 
 

Our Youth Group is currently raising money for the  
National Youth Gathering being hosted in Houston, TX. 
this July 9–13. 30,000 plus teenagers come together from 
all around the world at this gathering to worship and 
praise the Lord! This gathering is a blessing.  
 

We have 10 Youth Group members/adults attending:  
Justin, Brett, Michael, Gracie, Mekah, Bailey,  
Lillianna, Amanda, Tom, and Rebecca 
 

Our goal is to raise $6000 before July. 
Thank you for your help in getting us there! 

We are looking for a Lead Early Childhood Teacher 
to work full-time or part-time at our YoungStar five-star 
center. Teachers are responsible for the planning, 
preparation, and implementation of all classroom 
activities. A primary goal is to provide a safe, nurturing, 
and educational environment where the child’s  
self-concept is enhanced, independence encouraged, and 
individuality respected. Full-time benefits: vacation, 
holidays, and medical to eligible employees. 
 

Contact: Debbie Drew at ddrew@stjohnsportage.com or 
call (608) 742-9000 x2 to set up an interview.  

As our chapel offering for the third quarter, the 
school is collecting non-perishable food items for our 
area food bank. 
If you would like to participate, collection boxes can be 
found in the coatroom of the church. Thank you for  
helping those in need. 

We have an informational voters meeting on 
Tuesday, February 8, at 6:30 p.m. The purpose 
of this meeting will be to receive reports from the staff 
and a financial status report based on the first six months 
of our fiscal year for the congregation. Please consider 
joining us in the Christian Life Center that evening. 
The agenda for the meeting can be found in the middle 
of the front page on St. John’s website, 
stjohnsportage.com. 

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year is open! 
 

Reasons to enroll: 

 Loving Atmosphere 

 Faith-based Curriculum 

 Christ-centered Creative Teachers 

 BE A CRUSADER FOR CHRIST! 
 

For more information, go to  
https://sycamore.school/login?
schoolid=3226 
 

Or use this QR Code with smart  
phone camera. 

All married couple are invited to a Sweethearts  
Dinner hosted by St. John’s Youth Group.  
 

When: Sunday, February 20 
Where: St. John’s Christian Life Center 
Time: 12:00 p.m.– 2:00 p.m. 
 

RSVP: youth@stjohnsportage.com 

Pastor Hovland has declined the Divine Call to serve as 
pastor at Holy Cross Lutheran Church – Cary, Illinois. 
He will share more about this decision during his report 
at Tuesday’s voters meeting at 6:30 p.m. 



Community Events 

Prayer Box 

Reminders 

Adopt a Sunday! It’s a fun and easy way to get to 
know your church family.   

 

We encourage families and groups to “Adopt a Sunday” 
by hosting coffee hour on Sunday mornings. Hosting  
coffee hour involves providing a simple snack, making 
coffee, and enjoying fellowship time with our church 
families.    
Sign up in the Christian Life Center or email  
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com  

February 6:  Adult Choir 
February 13:  Open 
February 20:  Youth Group 
February 27:  Open 
March 6:  Open 
March 13:  Open 

 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

850 Armstrong Street 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608) 742-9000   
fax 742-7154 

 

Rev. Greg Hovland,  
Senior Pastor 

(c) 608-571-3360 
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com 

 

Rev. Rod Armon,  
Pastoral Care 

rarmon@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Jenni See,  
Business Manager 

jsee@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Catharine Daily,  
Ministries Coordinator—Church 

cdaily@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a–3:30p 

 
St. John’s Lutheran School 

A Nationally Accredited School 
430 West Emmett  

Portage, Wisconsin 53901 
phone (608)742-9000  

 

Jim Krupski, 
Principal 

jkrupski@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Amanda Kohn,  
Ministries Coordinator —School  

akohn@stjohnsportage.com 
 

  
School Hours:  

M—F 7:30a–3:15p 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Child Development  

Center 
A Five-Star Rated Center 

426 West Emmett 
Portage, Wisconsin 53901 

phone (608)742-9000 
 

Debra Drew,  
Director 

ddrew@stjohnsportage.com 
 

cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com 
 

Center Office Hours: M—F /  
7:00a–5:00p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Elder Directory 
 The elders listed below are  

available to talk and pray with you. Feel 
free to contact us wherever you are, 

with whatever you may be going 
through. We CARE and are here for 

you: 
 

Ken Chvojicek  697-2102 
Gene Thompson  697-4786 

Mark Witt  697-0224 
Bob Fairfield 296-4012 
David Hall 493-2125 
Pete Smith 697-3807 

Ron Mueller 369-1845, Chair 
 

 

Celebrate our students! 
St. John’s is blessed with many talented students in our 
school and in our congregation. If you have a student 
you would like to celebrate in our monthly newsletter, 
Cornerstone, please email the church office, 
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com. 
 

Coffee Hour and Fellowship 

Prayer Shawls 

Did you know you can support St. John’s while you 
shop? 
Budget with gift cards and support St. John’s Ministries! 
For example, buy a Festival Foods gift card from St. 
John’s Scrip program, and a percent of the gift card pur-
chase goes back to St. John’s Lutheran Ministries. 
 

Order on Tuesday and pick up on Thursday.  
Or, stop in the church office and pick up a card from our 
stock. We currently have the following cards available 
for purchase in the church office:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register at Shop.shopwithscrip.com. 
Contact the church office, 608-742-9000, for the  
enrollment code. 

Festival:     $50 & $100 
Kwik Trip:    $25, $50, & $100 
Pizza Ranch:     $25 
Walgreens:    $25 
Walmart:     $25 
Culvers:      $25 
Portage Movie Theater: $10 

Columbia County Right to Life gathers on the second 
Tuesday of every month in front of Planned Parenthood, 
132 W. Cook St., in Portage from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Please join to pray that abortion will no longer be a  
solution for unplanned pregnancies on Tuesday,  
February 8th, for all or part of the hour. 

Attention crocheters, knitters, and those who would 
like to learn!  
Prayer Shawl ministry would like to invite you to join us 
in good Christian fellowship the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 p.m. in the church office conference room. 
 

If you would like to learn how to crochet or knit, we will 
teach you. 

The sixth and seventh grade confirmation students 
have decorated a box for prayer requests and put it in 
the narthex. Write a request on the prayer cards  
provided. They will pray for you every time they have 
class. All prayers may remain anonymous. 
The prayers will not be shared with the office, so please 
continue to put send them your public prayer requests. 



Commit your way to the Lord;  
trust in him, and he will act. 

 

Psalm 37:5 

Sermon Notes 
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________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Readings ________________________ 
 

   ________________________ 
 
Gospel  ________________________ 

What problem (sin) did the sermon address? 
 

What solution (gospel) was presented for the 
problem? 
 

What part of the sermon did you find easiest to 
remember? 

Stewardship Thoughts  
   

Luke 5:5 – “And Simon answered, 

‘Master, we toiled all night and 

took nothing! But at your word I 

will let down the nets.’ ” In Peter’s 

words there are both exasperation 

and trust. He’s tired. He tried his best 

and failed. But he is still ready to 

trust God’s Word – and act on it. Our 

stewardship is also a matter of  

trusting God’s Word and acting on it. 

Life Thoughts 
   

February 6 – Epiphany V –
 Arguments for abortion or assisted 
suicide often appeal to emotion. Pity, 
pride, anxiety, anger, and  
embarrassment abound, but the logic 
is lacking. Discriminating against 
some human lives based on ages,  
appearance, or abilities just doesn’t 
make sense. Engaging our brain  
instead of going with our gut  
(1 Corinthians 14:15) finds that all 
qualify equally as the work of the 
Lord’s hands (Psalm 138:8). God set 
our lips loose to say so  
(Isaiah 6:7-8)!  

LCMS Memory  
Verse Challenge 

Daily Lectionary 
This week’s readings comes from the  
Daily Lectionary found in the  
Lutheran Service Book page 299. 
 

Sunday,  
Job 3:11–26 & 
John 1:35–51 

 

Monday,  
Job 4:1–21 & 
John 2:1–12 

 

Tuesday,  
Job 5:1–27 & 
John 2:13–25 

 

Wednesday,  
Job 6:1–13 & 
John 3:1–21 

 

Thursday,  
Job 6:14–30 &  
John 3:22—4:6 

 

Friday,  
Job 7:1–21 & 
John 4:7–26 

 

Saturday,  
Job 8:1–22 & 
John 4:27–45 

 


