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From the Principal’s Pen... 

 When I was a boy, my family lived right across the street from the 
church. It was tradition in our house to open gifts on Christmas Eve between the 
7 p.m. and 11 p.m. services. All the excitement built throughout the day as the 
gifts filled the area under the tree, and the tinsel twinkled in its light. When 
church services concluded, my brothers and sisters and I would come home and 
stand at the window and watch for my parents to head home. The only problem 
was that my father was the pastor of a very large church. On Christmas Eve, 
everyone seemed to want to talk to him and wish him Christmas greetings. As a 
little child it was hard to understand why it took so long. 

How often do you really get excited about something? When was the last time that you were 
just mesmerized by the sheer anticipation of what was about to happen? As we get older that feeling 
seems to happen less and less often. Although the joy and excitement are still present at Christmas, 
the utter effervescent joy doesn’t come or, at least doesn’t seem to last very long. 

In the Christmas story we read, “And the shepherds  
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them” (Luke 2:20). Put  
yourself in their shoes (or maybe sandals) for one moment. 
These lowly shepherds, who were not high on the social scale 
of their day, had been treated to bright lights, angels, choruses, 
and most importantly the birth of their Savior. They had to be 
almost giddy as they traveled back to their flocks. You can be 
sure that every person they encountered the next day heard 
about their fantastic experience. 

This same joy and excitement is brought to us today. Jesus was 
not born in the stable just for the shepherds or even for the kingdom of Judah. Scripture says, “This 
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the  
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). Like the shepherds, we can glorify our 
Lord who loved us so much that He gave His Son on the cross. When we see that little baby in the 
manger, we do not just see another cute baby, but we see Immanuel, God with us. 

On behalf of the faculty and staff of St. John’s, I would like to wish all of you a blessed  
Christmas and New Year filled with the joy of Christ. May this joy permeate your life and fill your  
holiday celebrations with the peace that comes through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
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IMPORTANT EMMETT STREET REMINDERS 
• NO leaving your car on Emmet Street in front of school.  Emmett St. is for drop-off only & not in the bus zone. 

Help us make room for a safe bus pick—up & room for the snow plows!  

• On Fridays when the public school is done at 1p.m., the Riteway Bus company provides our students bus services 

BUT do not go to the school commons. They take your student home. Due to the shortage of Bus Drivers, they 

require us to be consistent with who is riding the bus on these Fridays.  Please let us know . 

• Thank you for helping us be respectful to the bus company & the city snow plow.  

GO CRUSADERS!  
Boys Basketball Calendar 

 
 

LAST  Game 
12/21, 5 p.m.  At Sacred Heart in Reedsburg. 

Girls’ Basketball  

Due to lack of interest. There will be no girl’s basketball this school 

year at St. John’s Lutheran School.  

New Member and Refresher Gathering for Saint John’s 

Basic Bible Teachings – An Introduction to the Lutheran Faith 

Monday evenings January 10 to February 14.  6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Are you interested in officially joining St. John’s as a congregation member? Been a member of St. John’s a 
while but never paid attention in confirmation classes in eighth grade? Maybe you paid attention but need 
a little refresher on what our church believes? Then, this time together is for you! 
 
In Basic Bible Teachings – An Introduction to the Lutheran Faith, you will learn such things as: 
What is grace? What do we know about heaven? How can I trust in God more than anything? How can I 
think about others more than myself? What is the law? What’s the gospel? Why should I go to church? Are 
Baptism and Communion really that important? And more. 
 
Please consider joining us. In this short time together, you’ll understand what Lutherans believe about our 
heavenly Father’s love; our Savior’s presence with us in the past, present, and future; and the Holy Spirit’s 
power for daily living.  
 
We ask that you register before classes begin. To register, please contact the church office at 
churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com or call (608) 742-9000 and press 4.  

mailto:churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com


 3 

St. John’s Lutheran  
School Mission 

Equipping God’s Children,  
Nurturing Faith, &  

Training for Life 

Community Events 

12/18 Durward’s Glen Winter Wonderland 

12/18 Free Movie at Portage Public Library 

12/18 Portage Christmas Stocking Hunt 

12/18 Free Movie at Portage Public Library 

12/21 Santa at Portage Pizza Ranch 

12/25 Free Christmas Dinner @ Portage  
Presbyterian Church 

Check out these website calendars for details 

& many more events: 

https://www.portagelibrary.us/calendar/month 

https://business.portagewi.com/events/calendar/ 

https://portage.recdesk.com/Community/Page?

pageId=4365 

Important Dates to Remember:  

December 22nd—School Christmas Program 

December 24th—31st—No School/  

Christmas Break/Office Closed 

January 21st End of Second Quarter 

January 25th—Open House 

January 23rd—29th—National Lutheran Schools 

Week 

Check out school calendar in Sycamore 

for more events.   

Calendar is updated  continually, be sure 

to check often.  

  

 

 

Advent & Christmas  
Worship Services 

 

Saturday Evening  Worship Services  at 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship Services  
at 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Bible Study & Sunday School @ 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Advent Worship  Services  
at 10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Youth Group @ 7:30 p.m.  
Grades 7th  and up 

 

12/22 School Christmas Program  
@ 10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

12/24 Christmas Eve Service of Reading  
& Carols @ 5:30 p.m. 

 

12/24 Christmas Eve   
Divine Service  

with Communion @ 9 p.m. 
 

12/25 Christmas Day  
Divine Service with  

Communion @ 9a.m. 

(No 5:30 p.m. Service) 
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Chapel Offering This month Chapel 

Offering goes to the Lutheran Bible 

Translators.  

Lutheran Bible Translators is a  

highly trained group of women and 

men working with church and Bible 

agency leaders to bring God’s Word 

to those who don’t yet have it. They 

are currently in Ethiopia. Students 

were given challenge to find where 

this is?  

Please bring a monetary 

offering Wednesday 

morning to place in the 

offering plate as you 

walk into the narthex.  

Parents feel free to join us for Chapel,  

Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. 

Marine Corps Reserve  
Toys for Tots  

Bring new, unused and unwrapped toys to American 

Legion Department Headquarters, 2930 American 

Legion Drive, Monday through Friday, 8am - 

4:30pm. Pickup will be on December 21. 

Tis the season for giving! There are so 

many in our community in need of help 

this year. If you can spare some change this  

Christmas season, here are some community  

opportunities and some to help our Ministry too. 

Homebound Friends. We have many in our 

community homebound and unable to get out on 

their own or at all. When sending out Christmas 

cards find it in your heart to send them one too. The 

school has generated a list of church  

member’s addresses called Christmas Homebound 

list. This list can be found in Sycamore in the  

Documents tab. They love the letters second grade 

sends to them and always enjoy when the school 

sends them art. Help us remember them during this 

Christmas season. If you know of someone else we 

should add to list call School Office. 

School Christmas Tree  

and Website Wishlist 

If you are wondering what to get 

your teacher, the school  

Christmas tree is up in the  

Welcome Center at St. John’s 

Lutheran Ministries—Church. All  

classrooms and the school  

kitchen are represented on this 

tree.  If you are not attending 

church at St. John’s, the school 

has a list of needs and wants on our website,  

http://www.stjohnsportage.com/wish-list. Check 

out our staff’s needs and wishes.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

Christmas Yard Signs Available  

 

 

 

 

In the Church Narthex 
Free will donation (suggested $8) 

Proceeds will go to LCMS Disaster Relief Fund—
Kentucky Tornado Relief  

https://app.sycamoreschool.com/public_documents.php?id=3226&docid=1939346
https://app.sycamoreschool.com/public_documents.php?id=3226&docid=1939346
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Prayer Request 

Please keep these people & all those in your hearts in prayer: 

 Those alone this Christmas Season,  

 All those hurt in the tornadoes across the Midwest, 

 All those involved in the Waukesha parade,  

 All those involved in the Oxford MI shooting including Jack Schilling 

—a family friend of the Brockway family . 

If you have a prayer request, please talk with you teacher to add to the  announcements. 

COVID-19 Quarantine Protocol @ St. John’s Lutheran School  

If you test positive for COVID-19: 

• Isolate in your home for 10 days if you were not sick but tested positive.  

• Isolate in your home until symptoms have subsided from a positive COVID-19,  

no sooner than day 10. You may not have a fever, nausea, or diarrhea without medicine for 24 hours  

before returning to school.  

If you have contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19: 

 A 14-day quarantine remains the safest option if you are a close contact of  someone who has  

COVID-19.  

 Quarantine can be shortened to 7 days if a person receives a negative test result (PCR or antigen) that 

was collected on days 5 –7.  

 If fully vaccinated (meaning 2 weeks after your second shot), you do not have to quarantine but wear a 

mask in public indoors spaces for 14 days until you receive a negative test that was taken on days 5-7.  

I live with someone who was never sick but diagnosed with COVID-19: 

 A 14-day quarantine after the diagnosed person completes a 10-day isolation remains the safest option.  

 Quarantine can be shortened to 7 days if a person receives a negative test result (PCR 0r antigen) that 

was collected on day 5 –7 after the 10-day isolation of the diagnosed COVID-19.  

I live with someone who is sick and diagnosed with COVID-19: 

 A 14-day quarantine after the sick person diagnosed is released from their isolation is the safest option.  

 Quarantine can be shortened to 7 days if a person receives a negative test result (PCR 0r antigen) that 

was collected on days 5 –7 after the positive persons isolation has ended. 

Other important details: 

 Please contact school office with all positive COVID-19 test or close-contacts.  

 All homework will be delivered by school staff during isolation. Please log into Sycamore daily for  

attendance requirements. If you do not log into Sycamore for attendance your student will be marked  

absent.  Make arrangement s with homeroom teacher for completed homework.  

 Upon returning to school from isolation, provide school with negative PCR or antigen test results. 

 If vaccinated please provide school vaccination record.  All of the above information will be kept private! 
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“In All Things” is the theme for the 2022 National Lutheran Schools Week celebration. National  

Lutheran Schools Week provides our network of more than 1,800 LCMS preschools, elementary 

schools and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among us 

in Lutheran schools. 

We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic preparation for the children we 

serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with children and their 

families. 

National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to proclaim these great blessings within 

the communities we serve. Our schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of God’s love for 

us through Christ by teachers and students alike. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries will be hosting  
an Open House during National Lutheran Schools Week.  

 
Tuesday, January 25th  

 
4:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  

 
All  families are invited. We provide care and education for children ages 6wks. to 14.  

Everyone is welcomed to come and take a tour of St. John’s Lutheran Child Development Center & 
School this evening.   

At St. John's Child Development Center (CDC), we believe that children are unique individuals. 
During the early years, children need a stimulating and loving environment that will provide them 
with experiences that will aid them in development to their full potential.  St. John's CDC aids  
parents by providing a structured, Christian environment for learning and growing. Our CDC was 
named a 5 Star Youngstar  provider by the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families.  

Students at St. John’s Lutheran School are taught by dedicated, Christian, and State-Certified 
teachers. We participate in a variety of academic assessments in all subject areas to ensure the 
continued development and progress of every single child. Our school is fully accredited with 
the National Lutheran Schools Accreditation (NLSA) program and participates in the Wisconsin  
Parental Choice Program.  

St. John’s Lutheran Ministry admits children of any race, color, national and ethnic origins to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities  

generally accorded or made available to children of the Ministry. It does not discriminate based on race, color, national and ethnic origin in  

administration of its educational policies, admission policies, athletic, or other  administered programs.  

http://www.luthed.org/nlsa/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs
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Did you know that St. John’s Lutheran School 

has a closed Facebook page? We reserve 

the page for our close friends and family. We 

use it to enrich your faith, share what your 

child did during the day, reminders of  

important events, and to share Scrip and 

Box Tops deals! We hope you can join us on 

our page.   

Look for : “St. John’s Lutheran  

Ministries Schools—Official.” 

 
Stop using amazon.com and instead log into  

amazonsmile.com. St. John's Lutheran Ministries 
receives 0.5% back from Amazon on most  

purchases. Go to smile.amazon.com for more 
information on how to get started.   

 
Our Amazon Smile account is currently at $48.25 
earned  for December but in November we raised 

$674.58 for our ministry  just shopping with  
Amazon Smile.  

Our St. John’s  Families have raised between $200 to  
over $800 off their tuition shopping with SCRIP.  The 

Zieroth Family is on their way to $1000 earned  
towards their tuition with SCRIP this year alone.  

This is amazing! Way to go! 
 

Download the app, “RaiseRight by ShopwithScrip ” and 
get started  raising money  while you shop.  

Raise $$ for your Tuition,  

the School, and our Ministries during your Christmas Shopping  

Go to our web page for information on how easy it is to raise money shopping for your Christmas 
presents and meals.  

   http://www.stjohnsportage.com/fundraising 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
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When buying your groceries, do not forget to scan your receipts for "St Johns Lutheran 

School" and help us raise money for our curriculum. Currently, St. John's Lutheran School 

has earned $36.20 this school year. This is a super-easy way to raise money for your 

school and it doesn’t cost you a thing. Use the “Box Tops for Education” app. Download 

the app today and start scanning your  receipts! In the past, we have raised over $3000 in 

a school year. Our goal is $1000.  It adds up! Thank you for your support! 


