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From the Principal’s Pen… 

      Several years ago, my entire family 

had gathered at my brother’s home on Labor 

Day.  While there, we all piled into the pool. As 

time continued, most of the kids began to leave 

the pool, but my nephew Daniel remained.  

Soon he became bored and swam down the 

length of the pool and began to bother the 

adults as we stood at one end.  He would  

continue to hassle until one of us would pick 

him up and throw him into the pool. This would 

satisfy him for a short time but soon he would 

return and ask again.  This cycle continued until 

my brother finally looked at him and said, “Last 

time.” With some dejection, he went away. 

During the last year, 

we have all  

witnessed the tragic 

events take place on 

the news. We have 

seen terrorist  

attacks, weather  

disasters and watched as our society  

seemingly falls into violent  chaos. We are also 

experiencing political turmoil that just seems to 

intensify. Although we should pray at all times, it 

is appropriate to pause and pray at this time  

because God commands us to call on His name 

in times of trouble.  We should dwell on the 

promises of God and His protection confident 

that He has promised to hear us. We should 

pray for our leaders and those who defend our 

country.  We should pray for those who have 

suffered loss would  receive the peace and 

comfort that can only come through the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Finally, we should pray for 

ourselves.  We should pray that God would 

grant us the peace and the faith to rely totally on 

Him. 

How great it is that our God never tells us 

to go away.  Sometimes our requests may get 

as tedious as my nephew’s, but God never 

says, “Last time.”  He not only listens but also 

encourages us to continually come to Him with 

all of our requests.  Paul states, “Do not be  

anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.” (Phil. 4:6) 

 We can approach our Father’s throne 

with the confidence that He will never say, “Last 

time.”  He will hear us and answer us each and 

every time. 

Thank you for choosing St. 

John’s Lutheran School!  

We are blessed with your 

families presence! 



Prayer Request 

Please keep these 

people & all those in 

your hearts in  

prayer: 

 Boston McWilliams & family, 

 Douglas Gudgeon, Ervin &  

Hazel’s grandpa 

 Our military & their  families, 

 Haiti,  

 Those affected by the storms 

of Ida, & 

 All students & teachers.  

Chapel Offering  

This month Chapel Offering goes to the LCMS 

World Relief Fund. The World Relief fund is 

currently assisting Haiti.   

Please bring a  

monetary  

offering  

 Wednesday 

morning to place 

in the offering 

plate as you walk 

into the narthex.  

Parents feel free 

to join us for 

Chapel  

Wednesday 

mornings at 10 

a.m. 

Important Dates to Remember:  

Sept. 6th—No School 

Sept 7th—Volleyball Pictures 

Sept. 9th—First Volleyball Home Game 

Sept. 29th—Picture Day 

Oct. 1st—PHS Homecoming Parade 

Oct. 4th—No School 

Oct. 11th—Cake Roll Fundraiser Starts 

Oct. 25th—Book Fair Starts 

Oct. 29th—Grandparents Day 

Oct. 29th—End of 1st Quarter 

Oct. 31st—School Sings @ Church 8am 

Check out school calendar in Sycamore for 

more events. Calendar is updated  

continually, be sure to check often.  

Also be sure to check out Cafeteria calendar 

in Sycamore. It can be found under Info 

Center, Cafeteria.  

If you have a prayer request, 

please talk with you teacher to 

add to the announcements. 



ARRIVAL AND  DEPARTURE FROM SCHOOL  
2021-2022 School Year 

 
School Hours:  

Free Morning Care: 7:30 until 7:50 a.m. 
School Starts at 8:00 a.m.  
School Ends at 3:05 p.m. 

 
ARRIVAL–This school year, we enter through the 
door between the school and the Child  

Development Center (CDC) 
center. Drop off your  
student on Armstrong St.,  
Marion St., or Emmett St., 
and then your student can 
walk into the building. 

There is no parking 
on Emmett street because the curb on the 
south side of Emmett is for school bus delivery. If 
walking your student into the building, please park 
in the church parking lot and not along the curbs. 
Parents are allowed to walk them into the building. 
No parents will be allowed into the classrooms 
without prior notice. Students in morning care will 
go to the first-grade  
classroom and enter building 
using secret code.  This  
secret code can be found  
logging into Sycamore,  
under general information, 
in the right column half way 
down is the secret word to 
use to get into building.  
 

DISMISSAL– When school ends, the students will 
go to the gym. There will be announcements and 
prayer.  The bus students and after-care students 
leave the gym first. Once the bus students have 
departed the school, parents come  into the gym, 
through the gym entrance, to pick up their  
students.  There are two reasons 
for this: 1. Is to give a chance for 
teachers and parents to have brief 
contact. 2. To provide a safe way 
for students to get to their car.   
We ask that parents picking up 
students park in the church lot. We 
thank you for your patience as we 
adjust to this new  procedure. 

Paperwork Notices will be sent out :  
Letters will be sent home next week to those 
families the school needs paperwork from. 
Please look at this list and see what you may be 
missing. Your help is greatly appreciated in this 
matter.  
Free and Hot lunch forms. Although hot lunch 
is free for all students this year, we are asking 
that all families fill out the free and reduced 
forms for hot lunch. These forms are vital in  
determining other governmental monies that are 
designated for St. John’s School.  
Payment Agreement Forms. This form is your 
agreement with the school on how to make  
payments for tuition.   
Vaccinations. Please make sure that your child 
has had all the required vaccinations.  
 
These forms can be found on 
stjohnsportage.com under elementary school 
and then admissions. Payment Agreement and 
Vaccination forms are needed in the school  
office no later than September 15th. The Free 
and Reduced lunch form is needed as soon as 
possible.  

St. John’s Lutheran School Mission 

Equipping God’s Children, Nurturing Faith, &  

Training for Life 

Yard Sign Fundraiser 

Help us get to the Portage High School 

Homecoming Parade. The proceeds from 

these signs will help with the cost of bus , 

shirts, and other materials needed to  

participate in 

the parade.  

Signs are $20 

and are  

available in the 

school office.  

Thank you for 

your support.  



COVID FOR 21-22 SCHOOL YEAR—St. 
John’s School firmly believes students learn 
best when taught in-person and in a pleasant 
environment. We will not require masks at this 
time or changes in the classrooms.  
 
Your student may wear a mask if this makes 
them more comfortable. We a few already a 
wearing them. Respect will be shown either 
way.  
 
Communication will continue to keep you up to 
date with changes that need to happen to  
prevent the risk of transmission. Every  
student’s health is important to us. 

If your child is exposed to someone with COVID. 
They must quarantine for at least 7 calendar days 
from the time of exposure. If after that time they 
are given a test and it comes back negative they 
may return to school. If you choose not to have 
them tested, they must remain out of school for 
14 calendar days from the date of exposure. 
 

If your child or children are quarantined, the 
school will make every effort to get their work to 
your home and provide help as needed after the 
school day. Please do not come into the building 
to obtain their work. 
 

It is only through your cooperation in this  
matter that we can maintain a healthy school en-
vironment for all the students at St. John’s Lu-
theran School.  

When do I keep my student home from school? 

To maintain a safe and healthy school environment it is  important that you observe the following 
guidelines. 

Please check your child’s temperature every morning. If their temperature (without  
medication) is 100 degrees or higher or if they present new symptoms of illness, it is important that 
they not come to school. 

The presence of any of the symptoms below generally suggests a student, teacher, or staff member 
has an infectious illness and should not attend school, regardless of whether the illness is  
COVID-19. For students, staff, and teachers with chronic conditions, symptom presence should 
represent a change from their typical health status to warrant exclusion from school.  
Occurrence of any of the symptoms below while a student, teacher, or staff member is at school 
suggests the person may be referred for diagnostic testing. 

• External Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher* 

• Sore throat 

• Cough (for students with chronic cough due to allergies or asthma, a change in their cough 
from baseline) 

• Difficulty breathing (for students with asthma, a change from their baseline breathing) 

• Diarrhea or vomiting” 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

Students should not attend school in-person if they or their caregiver identifies 
new development of any of the symptoms above.. * If your child is sick, they must stay home for a 
least 24 hours after symptoms are no longer present or one full school day whichever is greater. 



School Age Program 
Are  looking for help with your student  

before and after school while you work?  

Call Mrs. Debbie Drew at St. John’s Child  

Development Center.  

608-742-9000 option 2 

Did you know that St. John’s Lutheran School has a closed  

Facebook page we reserve for our close friends and family. This 

way you can see what is happening at school. We hope you can 

join us if you are not already on our page.  Look for : 

Life Together, Grievances and Reconciliation 

Though students, teachers, parents, and staff 

always strive to live in peace with one  

another, there will be times of disagreement 

and hurt. The devil seeks to advance his  

agenda in these weak moments. Jesus Christ 

and His Word is the cornerstone of this 

school and our relationships with one  

another.  
 

We ask all parents to 

be sure and review 

this process in the 

School Handbook 

found on pages 26 & 

27.  God Bless! 



Athletic Schedules, Fees, and Paperwork. 
The athletes will receive the athletic schedules 

on the first night of practice. These calendars 

are also on Sycamore & St. John’s  Ministries’ 

Calendar.  

Contact the school office if your  

4th—8th-grade student is interested in playing 

Cheerleading, Girls  Basketball, and Boys  

Basketball.  

WIAA Athletic Permit Card (or Waiver Card), 

Code of Conduct Expectations, and  

Concussion Acknowledgment is paperwork to 

be filled out. Please also read Student  

Handbook starting on pages 20 through 22.  

Athletic Fees will be $20 per sport this school 

year to help with the cost of Referees and  

other needs to support the Athletic Program.  

The fees and paperwork are due to the 

school office before play. Contact the  

office with any questions or concerns. 

Are you looking to help out?  

Volunteers are needed.  
• Morning Recess 

• Lunch Recess 

• Library 

• Classroom help  

• Light Janitorial  

 

Use this code with your 

phone camera to go to Sign-Up Genius for  

school volunteer sign up or this URL in 

your web browser: https://bit.ly/2Wuuv84. 

 

 

All  day time volunteers and coaches will   

require a  

background 

check.  

Contact 

School Office 

to talk  about 

helping.  

Athletics Home Game  

Volunteers Needed!  

Use your phone camera to scan below 

code to go to  

Sign-Up Genius or this URL in your 

Web Browser:  

https://bit.ly/3BgAbBH. 

 

 

Volleyball Picture Day!  

Tuesday September 7th 

at 4:15 p.m.  

meet in school gym  

with uniform, white socks and your volleyball 
shoes.  

Order form information was sent home this 
week. If you did not receive 
 contact your school office.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e44afaa22aafb6-school

