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Resource Links

April 2021
Join us for worship!

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod:
http://www.lcms.org/
South Wisconsin District of LCMS:
http://swd.lcms.org/
South Wisconsin District of LWML:
http://www.swd-lwml.org/
Lutheran Hour Ministries:
http://www.lhm.org/
Concordia University – Wisconsin:
http://www.cuw.edu/
Lutheran Counseling and Family Services:
http://www.lcfswi.org
Lutherans For Life:
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
Camp LuWiSoMo:
http://www.luwisomo.org/

+

Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.
+
+

Saturdays 5:30 p.m.
Sundays 8:00 a.m.

+ Sundays 9:15 a.m.
*with online reservations
+

Sundays 10:30 a.m.

*The link for reservations is on the church
website at stjohnsportage.com.

Concordia Publishing House:
http://www.cph.org/
Northwestern Publishing House:
http://www.nph.org/
www.stjohnsportage.com
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Lent reminds us of the journey Jesus took. Three crosses
with two criminals. Those crosses represent the three
R’s in the Christian world: rejection, repentance, and
redemption.
Too many people today are at the foot of the cross of
rejection. They reject the triune God and the very
thought of sin. They have no idea of their need for a
Savior, yet so many feel empty and worthless.
The one thief admitted his wrongdoing, and he knew
that Jesus was not going to end with death but would be
going to a heavenly kingdom. His cross of repentance
found redemption through Jesus’ blood with His words
“Today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43,
ESV).

WHICH CROSS?

Lent is the path to the cross as we remember Jesus’
ultimate sacrifice, His life for our salvation. Our lives,
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in
as we encourage one another, show the path away from
Paradise.” Luke 23:43 (ESV)
the cross of rejection to reach the cross of repentance. It
is there we acknowledge we are all sinners in desperate
Randy Travis’ lyrics from “Three Wooden Crosses” rise need of Jesus as Savior.
in my mind. I encourage you to listen to this song and
notice the story and message. The storyline includes a
May we be encouraged to help others see the need for
crash between a train and an eighteen wheeler. Among God and help them receive the cross of redemption
the train passengers are a farmer, teacher, hooker, and a through the gift of faith from the Holy Spirit.
preacher. The preacher hands his blood-stained Bible to
the hooker as he lies dying. He asks about seeing the
The redemptive cross gave way to the glorious
Promised Land.
resurrection and the knowledge:
The chorus talks about why there were only three
wooden crosses and not four. In the final chorus we
know the hooker is saved, and the ending talks about
leaving things behind. The preacher left behind the
physical Bible, with faith and redemption in its covers.

Jesus Lives!
Connie Streich,
Author

He is Risen!

our lives and how he wants us to live it, what happens
when we disobey his commandments, what the
likelihood is of us doing his will on our own, what the
punishment is for rebelling against him and everything
associated with the governing authorities he has
appointed to keep at least some order in this life. (The
Three Uses of the Law)

How to Read the Bible –
Rule Number Three
When you read the Bible as a story, the main plot,
salvation history, is all about Jesus (See Rule #2*). Yet
the Bible is not only a story, it is God’s message to his
children. In it he explains in great detail how he made
the world, how it works and what he wants us to do,
what happens when we do not do it and how he intends
to restore it to its original condition. It gets kind of
complicated. That is why God sums it up in two, main
teachings. Luther and Lutheran theologians call these
teachings The Law and The Gospel.
These teachings help us to organize all that the God
teaches us in his word. The Law is about God’s will for

The Gospel is the good news that God, in his mercy,
sent his Son, Jesus, to be born in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, suffer, die, rise from the grave on the third day
and ascend into heaven for our sakes. It tells us how the
death of Christ has destroyed death, earned for us the
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation and all of this is
given to us by grace alone, received by faith alone for
Christ’s sake alone. It contains all the precious things
which God promises us because of what Jesus did for
us. (See It’s His Story)
The rule teaches us to keep these two teachings straight.
When we say the law saves us, we encourage sinners to
try to save themselves, we deny them the comfort of the
gospel. When we say that forgiveness comes with
conditions, we place barriers between Jesus, his Means
of Grace and the grace that is his free gift. So, we do
what Luther described as the most difficult art — we
allow the law to be the law — requiring perfect
obedience, condemning us for our inevitable violation
of it and pointing us to the gospel. We allow the gospel
to be all the precious promises of God’s free grace and
encourage his people to rely on it.
*See Rule #2 in the March Cornerstone.
©2018 Robert E. Smith. All rights reserved. Permission granted to copy,
share and display freely for non-commercial purposes.

Entry Fee: $35.00/player, $15.00/non-golfer
*Entry fee includes nine holes of golf with a cart, box
lunch, and hole prizes.
**Non-golfer entry fee includes box lunch.
You don’t know how to golf? No problem! Play format
is Best Ball Scramble. Each player on the team hits a
shot, and then the players decide which shot they like
better. Players then play from that spot. The person
whose shot was not taken picks up their ball and moves
it to within one club-length of the selected spot. This
continues throughout the round.

St. John’s Golf Outing

Join us for fun, fresh air, and fellowship! St. John's is
hosting a golf-outing fundraiser. The proceeds for the
golf outing will go to St. John's Lutheran School and
The Rockford Rescue Mission.
When: June 6, 2021—Lunch starting at noon,
tee-off at 1:00 p.m.
Where: Saddle Ridge Golf Course
Hwy 33 East, Portage, WI

Registration forms are located at the Welcome Center or
visit St. John’s website, stjohnsportage.com.
The deadline to hand in your team registration and the
entry fee is May 1, 2021.
If you do not want to golf but would like to make a
donation, consider sponsoring a hole. Sponsor fees are
$75.00 and a small golf item for hole prizes. Your
sponsorship includes a hole sign and listing in our event
advertising.
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April 1
Gretchen Hintz
Jeannine Mueller
Rebecca Thompson
April 2
Mandi Herwig
Greta Loomans
Elowyn Nichols
Stefanie Yahnke
April 3
Louis Hurd
Kevin Jonas
Zoe Opalewski
Marie Raimer
Barbara Wolfgram
April 4
Sandra Hutler
Brandon Kleist
Stephanie Reynolds
Matthew Witt
April 5
Easton Jones
Hunter Yahnke
April 6
Eugene Pribnow
April 7
Ryan Gitzlaff
Gracie Kohn
Trinity Rietmann
April 8
Kathryn Colucci
Mary Loomans
Julia Witkowski
April 9
Caleb Kempley
April 10
Hannah Davenport
April 12
Kathleen Bernander
Bryan Schumann
Ryan Willis Jr
April 13
Lauren Jonas
Bowen Snyder

April 14
Janice Hartwig
Leah Hutchinson
Barbra Steinhaus
Alicia Wilcox
April 15
Bailie Jones
Lilliana Jones
Johnathan Loomans
Benjamin Neumann
Gina Pellmann
April 17
Sheila Fredrick
Odyssey Nagy
Nicole Powers
April 18
Mark Schlinkert
April 19
Ellen Caflisch
Hope Carrington
Jeffrey Jones
Amy Schlinkert
Gerald Schumann
Laura Wilson
April 20
Eric Smith
Brody Wade
April 21
Lois Schmidt
April 22
David Hutchinson
McKenna Kabele
April 23
Timmie Carlin
Benjamin Herwig
Randy Tomlinson
Chase Wolff
April 24
Adell Behnke
Sandra Gustafson
Shane Schmidt
Isaiah Smith
Ann Yahnke
April 25
Susan Budka
George Koepp
Marta Leeland
Stacy Opalewski
Karen Riewe
Aaron Stanford
Landon Walker

April 26
James Atkinson
Nicole Isakson
Cayson Kiefer
April 27
Reigh Nichols
Sharon Norland
April 29
Debra Drew
Jean Klappstein
Thomas Mittlesteadt
Kimberly Rohrbeck
April 30
David Dreyer
Robert Hintz Sr
Elaine Schehr
Jane Wenker

H
A
P
P
Y
B
I
R
T
H
D
A
Y

...I found also an altar with this
inscription: ‘To the unknown
god.’ What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you.
Acts 17:23

Catechism Series: Who Is
Your God?
When St. Paul first visited Athens as a Christian, he
noticed that it was a very religious place. Everywhere
he went, he found a temple or sometimes just an altar to
this or that god or goddess. That he expected. But what
caught him by surprise is there was an altar on which to
sacrifice to an unknown god. Someone really wanted to
cover all their bases! (Acts 17:16-31)
Our world is also a very religious place. Everywhere
you go there are churches, temples and gathering places.
“In God we trust” appears on the money of the United
States. Conversations often invoke a god, even if it just
in cursing. At times of death and birth, a god is often
called upon to provide blessings or comfort. For a
secular society, gods are everywhere.

Youth Group
Who: Grades 6-12
What: Games & Devotion
When: Wednesdays from
7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
Where: School Gym/Youth Group Room
Social distancing & masks required. Sign-in required
at the door.
If you have questions please email Amanda at
youth@stjohnsportage.com.

God made human beings so that we need to depend
upon him. So, even when a person is not a Christian,
even if they are an atheist, they need to depend upon
someone or something, especially in times of need.
Martin Luther describes it this way:
“A god means that from which we are to expect all good
and to which we are to take refuge in all distress, so that
to have a God is nothing else than to trust and believe
Him from the [whole] heart; as I have often said that the
confidence and faith of the heart alone make both God
and an idol. If your faith and trust be right, then is your
god also true; and, on the other hand, if your trust be
false and wrong, then you have not the true God; for
these two belong together, faith and God. That now, I
say, upon which you set your heart and put your trust is
properly your god.” (Large Catechism 1.1.2-3)
For Christians, God is not some fuzzy concept, one of
many competing gods or goddess, or the whole universe
merged together as a single being or something we are
obsessed with or addicted to. God is our Father, who
loved us before he made the world, who knit us together
in our mother’s womb, who in the person of the Son of
God, suffered, died and rose again, so that we might live
with him forever. All other things that we can make into
a god are either a product of human imagination or are
not made to take the weight of our trust. Sooner or later,
they will fail. But God will never fail. He is with us,
now, through death and into eternal life.
©2018 Robert E. Smith. All rights reserved. Permission granted to copy,
share and display freely for non-commercial purposes.

Be a Crusader!
2021 – 2022 St. John’s School Year
Enrollment is Open!
It is time to enroll your student for the
2021 – 2022 School Year. It is super easy!
Go to stjohnsportage.com/admissions.
There are videos on how to enroll online in the
Enroll portal.
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Welcome, Mr. James Krupski, to St. John’s Lutheran Ministries!

St. John’s Crusaders News
In March, we celebrated St. John’s Lutheran School Week with lots of fun activities!
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Crusader's Parent Organization
Thanks to the generosity of Portage area businesses and
supporters, the children of St. John’s Lutheran school
were blessed with school supplies for the 2020-2021
school year. It is the goal of the Crusader Parent
Organization to keep this a continuing effort for the next
2021-2022 school year.
Your sponsorship will be promoted on our Sponsors
board as well as advertised throughout our ministry social
media and bulletins. Your support of the children of St.
John’s is a great blessing to our community.
Platinum Sponsor $501 and Up
Gold Sponsor $301 - $500
Silver Sponsor $101 - $300
Bronze Sponsor $35 - $100
Individual Child Sponsor - $30
Sponsors accepted until Friday April 16, 2021. Please
make check payable to St. John’s CPO, or you may
indicate CPO School Supplies on the memo of your
church offering. Thank you for your generous support!

April Ministries Calendar
Th 01 Maundy Thursday Service
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
F 02 Good Friday Tre Ore Service
12:00 p.m.– 3:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Church Office Closed
Sa 03 Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Su 04 Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
6:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Easter Sunday Service of Word and Sacrament
8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
M 05 Easter Monday
Church Office Closed
Tu 06 Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m., Portage Airport
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
9:15 a.m., Christian Life Center
Lutherans For Life (LFL)
4:00 p.m., Christian Life Center
W 07 Chapel—Students Only
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m., All Purpose Room
Youth Group
7:00 p.m., School Gym
Th 08 Thirsty Souls Bible Study
5:30 p.m., Christian Life Center
F 09 Cornerstone Submission Deadline
12:00 p.m., churchoffice@stjohnsportage.com
Submission Guidelines can be found on our
website, stjohnsportage.com/resources/the
cornerstone submission guidelines
Sa 10 Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Su 11 Service of Word and Sacrament
8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Tu 13 Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m., Portage Airport
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
9:15 a.m., Christian Life Center
Executive Committee
6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center
W 14 Chapel—Students Only
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m., All Purpose Room
Youth Group
7:00 p.m., School Gym
Th 15 Thirsty Souls Bible Study
5:30 p.m., Christian Life Center
Board of Trustees
6:00 p.m., All Purpose Room

Sa 17 Baptism
4:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Su 18 Service of Word and Sacrament
8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Tu 20 Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m., Portage Airport
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
9:15 a.m., Christian Life Center
Board of Christian Education
6:00 p.m., Christian Life Center
W 21 Chapel—Students Only
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m., All Purpose Room
Youth Group
7:00 p.m., School Gym
Th 22 Thirsty Souls Bible Study
5:30 p.m., Christian Life Center
Sa 24 Private Baptism,
4:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Su 25 Service of Word and Sacrament
8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
M 26 Board of Finance
4:30 p.m., Christian Life Center
Tu 27 Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m., Portage Airport
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
9:15 a.m., Christian Life Center
W 28 Chapel—Students Only
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Service of Word and Sacrament
5:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Confirmation Practice
6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Youth Group
7:00 p.m., School Gym
Th 29 Thirsty Souls Bible Study
5:30 p.m., Christian Life Center
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for the longer phrase: Kyrie Eleison or in English “Lord
have mercy.” This prayer is perhaps the most basic
prayer in the entire world. It certainly is the most
frequent prayer to Jesus that we can find in the Gospels.
See Luke 17:11-19, Mark 10:48, Matthew 15:21-28.

Walk Through the Liturgy:
The Kyrie

You might ask why do we sing the Kyrie when we do in
the service? We have just received absolution. Mercy
was just poured out to us in the forgiveness of sins. And
you would be correct, so think of this prayer/song not
only as a prayer for mercy, but an acknowledgement
that mercy comes solely from the Trinitarian God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That is why we sing it three
times. Dr. Luther wrote his own hymn for the Kyrie
which is much more specific, addressing each Person of
the Trinity by name.

The Church has always been a place where prayers are
said. In our services we offer up prayers and petitions
seemingly at every point. All of those are prayers in
their own ways as we are speaking to God the words,
He has given us to speak.

One Pastor calls the Kyrie the first great pillar of the
Divine Service because it teaches us what true Christian
worship really is. If we look to the Book of Concord in
the Apology of the Augsburg Confession we learn that
true worship of God is the reception of His gifts, namely
the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life won for us by
Jesus. Mercy has been shown to us, and with this prayer
leading us further into the Service of the Word mercy is
exactly what we receive by hearing God’s Word in truth
and purity.

The word Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord, which is
the first word we sing in prayer. But Kyrie is shorthand

©2020 Jacob Hercamp. All rights reserved. Permission granted to copy,
share and display freely for non-commercial purposes.

“Here I Stand” The 500th
Anniversary of Luther’s
Confession at the Diet of
Worms Sunday, April 18

not recant, his own life would be at risk. He could be
burned as a heretic.

As we continue looking at the liturgy of the Divine
Service, after the Confession and Absolution we find
ourselves staring at the Kyrie, the most basic and
frequent prayer made to our Lord.

This was it: recant or stand firm. With beads of sweat on
his face, Luther responded:

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust
either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well
Luther’s Answer at the Diet of Worms:
known that they have often erred and contradicted
It could have all ended the evening of April 18, 1521.
themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have
The sun was beginning to set on the city of Worms. The quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of
heat was stifling in the packed room of the bishop’s
God. I cannot and I will not retract anything, since it
palace where emperor, electors and German princes all is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. I
waited with anticipation to hear the answer Martin
cannot do otherwise, here I stand, may God help me,
Luther would bring. Would Luther recant? Would he
Amen” (LW 32:112–13).
retract what he had written and said against abuses in
At this bold confession, the room erupted in noise. Some
the church and against papal tyranny? Most of all,
rejoiced; some demanded fire! Yet, in the midst of such
would he give up on the Gospel he had preached and
commotion, the truth of Jesus Christ rang forth. The
taught, giving comfort and certainty to consciences in
gates of Hades had not prevailed over the confession of
Christ?
the Gospel. The proclamation of justification by grace
“Martin, answer clearly and without any double-talk:
through faith on account of Christ’s work alone did not
Do you or do you not recant your books and the errors
bend to spiritual tyranny.
in them?” If Luther were to recant and admit that he was
500 Years Later:
wrong, all would be well before the emperor and the
Today, we stand in the footsteps of Martin Luther 500
Roman Catholic Church. On the other hand, if he did
years later. We stand boldly, proclaiming the One who

has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Find more at lcms.org/here-i-stand-sunday, including
We stand boldly, renouncing the devil and all his works giving opportunities for providing a thank offering.
and all his ways. We stand, by the grace of God,
steadfast and ready to suffer all rather than fall away.
We do not stand on Luther, but we will gladly stand
with him, firm on the testimony of the Holy Scriptures
to confess the saving Gospel of Christ, our Good
Shepherd, who died and rose, in whose name is
forgiveness of sins for all people. Here we stand; we can
From the Concordia Historical Institute Collection
do no other. God help us. Amen.

James & Mary Kabele — April 18
Michael & Sara Kowalski — April 19
Wayne & Mary Jo Perry — April 20
Dean & Nancy Malloy — April 22
Richard & Kim Weishoff — April 23
Robert & Janice Hartwig — April 26
Lucas & Emily Eicher — April 27
Timothy & Marie Raimer — April 28
Mark & Colleen Zimmerman — April 30

Happy Anniversary
Keith & Betty Nollenberg — April 1
Jason & Sarah Zimmerman — April 2
Tom & Barbra Steinhaus — April 4
Brian & Jennifer Kabele — April 6
Ronald & Adell Behnke — April 9
David & Julie Gussel — April 16
Dennis & Wendy Powers — April 17
February
Memorials
Mission
$50.00
In memory of
Virgie Egge

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church
850 Armstrong Street
Portage, Wisconsin 53901
phone (608) 742-9000
fax 742-7154
Rev. Greg Hovland,
Senior Pastor
(c) 608-571-3360
ghovland@stjohnsportage.com
Rev. Rod Armon,
Pastoral Care
rarmon@stjohnsportage.com
Jenni See,
Business Manager
jsee@stjohnsportage.com
Catharine Daily,
Ministries Coordinator
cdaily@stjohnsportage.com
Office Hours: M—Th / 8:00a-3:30p

Offering for
$46,349.50

Unified Fund
Capital
Improvements
Missions

$1,155.00
$750.00

Almoners Fund

$60.00

Orphanages

$25.00

St. John’s Lutheran School
A Nationally Accredited School
430 West Emmett
Portage, Wisconsin 53901
phone (608)742-9000
Amanda Kohn,
Ministries Coordinator -School
akohn@stjohnsportage.com
School Office Hours: M—F /
7:30am – 3:15pm

St. John’s Child Development
Center
A Five-Star Rated Center
426 West Emmett
Portage, Wisconsin 53901
phone (608)742-9000
Debra Drew,
Director
ddrew@stjohnsportage.com
cdcoffice@stjohnsportage.com
Center Office Hours: M—F /
6:00a-5:30p

January
School Tuition
Relief
Pennies for
Preachers
Organ

$200.00
$0.00
$25.00

Total
Contributions

$48,564.50

St. John’s Elder Directory
The elders listed below are
available to talk and pray with you.
Feel free to contact us wherever you
are, with whatever you may be going
through. We CARE and are here for
you:
Ken Chvojicek 697-2102
Robert Griepentrog 566-9810
Gene Thompson 697-4786
Mark Witt 697-0224
Bob Fairfield 296-4012
David Hall 493-2125
Pete Smith 697-3807
Ron Mueller 369-1845, Chair

