Subject Philosophy for Religion

Religious studies with a focus on the LCMS doctrines are included in the curriculum of
St. John’s Lutheran School because Jesus Christ is at the center of all that we do. We are
people created, redeemed, and sanctified by God. Through the proclamation of the Gospel,
the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens a living faith in God’s people. His Word in its truth and
entirety provides the direction for our lives here on earth and prepares us for an eternity with
Him in Heaven.

Exit goals
Religion: Students will

A. Acknowledge God’s Word as the foundation of our faith.

B. Understand and apply Lutheran Doctrine through the study of the catechism and
memory work.

C. Demonstrate a life-long commitment to worship, personal prayer, devotional time,
Bible study, and through stewardship of time, talents, and treasures.
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Grade Level Measureable Objectives
Kindergarten through Grade 2
Students in Kindergarten through Grade 2 students will:

A.1 Express faith in Jesus, the Savior revealed in God’s Word and acknowledge that they
hear God’s Word and learn about Jesus at home or in school as well as in church.

A.2 Recognize that God calls them to be His own dear children so that they may follow
His purpose and plan for their lives.

A.3 Rejoice that God gives guidance and protections as they study Old Testament people
and events.

B.1 Recognize that in Baptism we become part of God’s family.

B.2 Express appreciation of the special words the Lord taught them in the Lord’s Prayer,
Apostle’s Creed, 10 Commandments, and Luther’s Morning Prayer.

C.1 Joyfully worship God in obedience, through songs, leading prayers, and in their
actions.

C.2 Define prayer as simply talking to their heavenly Father.

C.3 Seek and identify opportunities to share their faith in Christ Jesus and how the Holy
Spirit can use them in service to God.

D.1 Demonstrate a desire to trust God for help, forgiveness of sins, and forgiveness of
others.

D.2 Demonstrate a desire to share God’s gifts to them with others through chapel, the
nursing home, and other activities.

Grade 3 through Grade 5
Students in Grade 3 through Grade 5 will by the end of Grade 5 students will:

A.1 Appreciation for God’s Word, the means through which God brings and sustains the
saving faith.

A.2 Identify the work of the Holy Spirit in inspiring the biblical books and preserving Holy
Scripture for them.

A.3 Acknowledge that they can hear God’s Word and learn about Jesus at home or in
school as well as in church.

A.4 Determine when and how to apply Law and Gospel in various situations by using the
examples from Bible accounts studied in the classroom setting.

B.1 Describe Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrections for their forgiveness, life, and
salvation.
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B.2 Daily remember the covenant God made with them in Baptism as they repent of
their sin and receive the full assurance of God’s forgiveness.

B.3 Know and apply the 10 Commandments in their lives, confess the Apostles’ Creed,
and know and apply the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer in their lives.

C.1 Acknowledge that their heavenly Father hears all prayers at all times and in all
places.

C.2 Acknowledge God as provider of all spiritual blessings, physical, mental, emotional,
and spiritual.

C.3 Discuss the four elements of prayer: confession, adoration, supplication, and
thanksgiving and lead prayer in the school setting.

D.1 Express faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him as the Savior revealed in God’s Word.,
who through His death, earned forgiveness of sin and eternal life for them and all
people.

D.2 Acknowledge that their faithful God will give them strength to overcome sin, Satan,
and death.

D.3 Demonstrate a desire to trust God for help, strength, and forgiveness and recognize
that He promises to be with them and bless them.

D.4 Rely on the Holy Spirit’s power to seek and share God’s love with other, especially
with those who have not yet heard the saving Gospel of salvation by grace through faith
in Jesus.

Grade 6 through Grade 8

Students in Grade 6 through Grade 8 will by the end of Grade 8 students will:
A.1 Acknowledge the Bible as the inerrant, inspirited Word of God.
A.2 Recognize the Bible as a historical text.

A.3 Acknowledge God’s Word as the source and norm by which all matters of faith and
Christian life should be measured.

A.4 Identify key Scripture passages that affirm God’s message of justification by grace
through faith as Law and Gospel.

A.5 Express reliance on God’s Word as God’s answers to our questions and concerns
regarding the new life that is ours through faith.

A.6 Evaluate statements of belief/doctrine to see if they are faithful to the true
teachings of God’s Word.

B.1 State and explain the meaning of each of the six chief parts as presented in Luther’s
Small Catechism.
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B.2 Profess an understanding that Christ’s death and resurrection earned forgiveness for
all people for all of their sins.

B.3 Explain the difference of the three ecumenical creeds.
B.4 Identify the three persons of the Trinity and their unique and shared characteristics.
B.5 Differentiate between Law and Gospel.

C.1 Define worship as their response to God’s grace in which they demonstrate their
love, honor, and respect for Him in everything they say and do.

C.2 Regularly read and study God’s Word individually and in group Bible study.
C.3 Regularly participate in worship to receive the Means of Grace.
C.4 Pray continually for self and for others trusting in God’s answer.

C.5 Demonstrate understanding of the fruits of the spirit by living a life that shows
them.

C.6 Demonstrate an understanding of Biblical stewardship.
C.7 Apply Matthew 18 to daily conflict resolution.

D.1 Acknowledge and express Jesus as Son of God yet true man and Savior of the world
clearly and confidently.

D.2 Acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ who fulfilled Old Testament
prophecies.

D.3 Identify righteousness as God’s gift, created to them through the merits of Christ.

D.4 Demonstrate an understanding of the meaning of the terms grace, mercy,
justification, and sanctification.

D.5 Express reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit to remain firm in their faith,
knowing that eve persecution and opposition can lead to further opportunities to
spread the Gospel and strengthening their faith.

D.6 Demonstrate a desire to serve the Lord as faithful disciples and messengers of the
Good News using creative means trusting that the Holy Spirit will work to transform the
lives of others.
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