
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving (birth, baptisms, weddings, recovery): 
 

Milestone (birthdays, anniversaries): 
 

Medical:   
Philip Kerl 
 

Long-term Illness/Treatment 
Don Witt, Dorothy Johnson, Doris Monson,  
Betty Sekely, 
Lani Kohrt  
(daughter-in-law of Don and Carol Kohrt) 
Kaitlyn 
(granddaughter of Carol Kohrt’s sister) 
 

Mourning:  
 
 

How Do I Get Someone on the Prayer List? 
If you, or someone you know, would like to have a name  
added to the prayer list, please contact the church office.  
Prayer requests for Thanksgiving, Milestone, Medical, and 
Mourning will remain on the list for two weeks.  Prayer  
requests for Long-term Illness/Treatment will remain for one 
month unless the church office is notified with an update on 
the individual.  Please be sure that you have the permission of 
the individual before contacting the church office to add 
them to the public prayer list. 
 
 

 *Please notify the church office when one of our church family 
members is in the hospital, so that a  pastoral visit may be 
made or arranged. 
 

   

  Last Week’s In-person Attendance: 155 
  Unified Received: $9,738.00 
  Other Contributions: $360.00 

  TOTAL: $10,098.00 
 

  Weekly Unified Needed: $14,230.77 

Please Pray 

Weekly Offerings 

 

Sunday, Job 16:1–22 & John 7:1–13 
Monday, Job 17:1–16 & John 7:14–31 
Tuesday, Job 18:1–21 & John 7:32–53 
Wednesday, Job 19:1–12, 21–27 & John 8:1–20 
Thursday, Job 20:1–23, 29 & John 8:21–38 
Friday, Job 21:1–21 & John 8:39–59 
Saturday, Job 30:16–31 & John 9:24–41 

This week’s readings comes from the Daily  
Lectionary found in the Lutheran Service Book page 299. 

Week of  
February 21, 2021 

Join the  
St. John's Lutheran  

Ministries  
Facebook group for news, 

updates and daily  
encouragement! 

Welcome in the name of the Lord ! 
As God serves us today in Word and Sacrament, may we rejoice in His gifts 
of  forgiveness, life and salvation.  

 
 

1) To parents of small children, we love the sound of children in worship. 
Thank you for bringing your child to worship; they belong here! If your child 
is actively crying, we have a cry room with service audio and video near the 
restrooms.   
 

2) Regarding the Lord’s Supper today:  If you are not a confirmed member of 
this congregation or a congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri  
Synod, please speak to the pastor before  communing. Pastor is readily  
available in the narthex before worship for this conversation. For those with 
medical need, the center section of the individual cup trays is filled with cups 
of grape juice (lighter color). For those that have a gluten intolerance,  
gluten-free wafers are available. Share your need as you come forward to the 
altar.  
 

3) Children are invited to come forward to the altar while the Lord's Supper is 
distributed; encourage them to bow their heads and fold their hands. While 
there, they will receive a Baptismal blessing from the Pastor.   
 

4) We ask that if you have a mobile device, please silence it during the  
worship service.   

5) Our elders, greeters, and ushers are here to help with any of your worship 
needs today.  
 

Thanks for worshiping with us!  
 

Daily Lectionary 

+ Wednesdays 5:30 p.m.  
+ Saturdays 5:30 p.m. 
+ Sundays 8:00 a.m. 
+ Sundays 9:15 a.m. *with online reservations 
+ Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
 

*The link for reservations is on the church website 
at stjohnsportage.com. 
 

Online Worship will continue to be on our Facebook 
pages and YouTube. A link to the service outline for the 
online worship service will be available on the church 
webpage along with the online worship schedule.   
 

Individual/household communion at the front of the 
sanctuary will continue to be offered at this time:  
Wednesdays 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
 

Masks are expected. Please practice social distancing and 
good hygiene habits. 

Worship Times 

Health and Wellness 
Do you need a ride to get your COVID vaccine? 
 

Contact the church office, 608-742-9000, provide your 
name, date/time of your COVID vaccine appointment, 
and the name of the facility. Someone will call you back 
to confirm your ride. 
 

Your Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
Health & Wellness 



Lent 

Ministries Calendar  

LCMS Memory Verse Challenge 
The LCMS invites everyone to join together memorizing 
a verse together each week.  
This week’s memory verse:  
 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore 
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ” 
Philippians 2:5–11 

Crusaders News and Events 

Christian Life Center 

Child Development Center 

St. John's Lutheran School is currently enrolling 
students for the 2021-2022 school year. St. John’s 
Lutheran School exists to prepare children for a life of 
faith and service to Jesus Christ. We value every child as 
a gift from God. Students at St. John’s Lutheran School 
are taught by dedicated, Lutheran-trained, and state-
certified teachers. We participate in a variety of academic 
assessments in all subject areas to ensure the continued 
development and progress of every child. 
 

Private tours available. Call to schedule appt. 
 

For more information visit our website, 
stjohnsportage.com/admissions, or call St. John’s 
Lutheran School, 608-742-9000 x108. 

We are looking for a Lead Early Childhood Teacher 
and an Elementary Education Teacher to work  
full-time or part-time at our YoungStar five-star center. 
Teachers are responsible for the planning, preparation, 
and implementation of all classroom activities. A 
primary goal is to provide a safe, nurturing, and 
educational environment where the child’s self-concept 
is enhanced, independence encouraged, and individuality 
respected. Full-time benefits: vacation, holidays, and 
medical to eligible employees. 
 

Contact: Debbie Drew at ddrew@stjohnsportage.com or 
call (608) 742-9000 x2 to set up an interview.  

We will hold midweek worship on Wednesdays at 
5:30 p.m. Reservations will no longer be required for the 
Wednesday services.  

Ash Wednesday – 
February 17:  

Hands of Repentance  
(Tax Collector)  
Luke 18:9-14  
February 24:  

Hands of Betrayal (Judas)  
John 13:21-30  

March 3:  
Hands of Misguided Zeal 

(Peter) 
John 18:4-11  

March 10:  
Hands of Hypocrisy 

(Caiaphas) 
Mark 14:55-65  

March 17:  
Hands of Brutality 

(Soldiers) 
Matthew 27:27-31  

March 24:  
Hands of Self-Preservation 

(Pilate) 
Matthew 27:15-26  

Youth Group 

COVID-19 cases have decreased to the level that  
in-person small group activities can safely resume on 
St. John’s campus. COVI9-19 precautions must be 
maintained (no food/drink, social distancing, masks, etc.) 
Please contact the church office for information, specific 
precautions, and to schedule activities. 

Calendar events for the week of February 21, 2021.  
 

Sunday (21) 
11:45 a.m. Joining Jesus On His Mission, CLC 
Wednesday (24) 
10:00 a.m. Chapel — students only, Sanctuary 
5:30 p.m. Lent Worship 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class, APR 
7:00 p.m. Youth Group, School Gym 
Thursday (25) 
5:30 p.m. Thirsty Souls Bible Study, CLC 
 

Our third quarter offerings are going to Mount Olive 
Lutheran School, which will be open in Madison next 
year. As we know, it takes a lot of supplies to start a 
school. We would like your help to collect some items to 
help our brothers and sisters in Christ. We are collecting 
markers, colored pencils, pencils, erasers, scissors, and 
glue sticks. Donations can be dropped off in the coat area 
of the Narthex.  
Donation deadline is March 28. 

Youth Group  
What: Games & Devotion 
When: Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
Where: School Gym/Youth Group Room 
Social distancing & masks required. 
Sign-in required at the door.  



Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707 

 

  Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
  

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

   

P Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 
Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward 
the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 
 After these things God tested Abraham and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 
which God had told him. On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship 
and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And 
he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 
went both of them together. And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am 
I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham 
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 
together. 
 When they came to the place of which God had 
told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham 

reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught 
in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, 
“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a 
second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 
gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 
   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle James 1:12–18 
 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under 
trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 
crown of life, which God has promised to those who 
love him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each 
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his 
own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives 
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death. 

 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he 
brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

Holy Gospel Mark 1:9–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

   
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw 
the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, 

being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild 
animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.     The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.     

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



Prayer of the Church 
     
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth           as it 

is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those           who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
     
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.”    

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
Distribution 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and 
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LSB 805 

 

 

  Tune and text: Public domain 
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